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Bird species are already showing climate-re-
lated changes in the dates they migrate 
and breed, and in the timing of other key 
life-history events. Feeding management of 
raptors have performed an important eco-
logical, traditional and aesthetic functions 
throughout the Indian subcontinent. The 
declines in India result from elevated adult 
and juvenile mortality, and low breeding 
success. The widespread and rapid pattern 
of declines, i.e. in all areas irrespective of 
habitat or protection status suggest that 
persecution through shooting or poisoning, 
whilst important at a local scale, are unlikely 
to have caused the declines. A mass death 
of several species of vultures in the Indian 
subcontinent over the last two decades is 
largely blamed on the presence of a drug. 
Veterinary diclofenac caused an unprece-
dented decline in South Asia’s Gyps vulture 
(Gyps sp.) populations, with some species 
declining by more than 97% between 1992 
and 2007. 

Steppe Eagles (Aquila nipalensis) made 
consistent winter visits at Jorbeer Carcass 
dump for easily available and sufficient food 
supply during migrating. From the last 15 
years, steppe eagle population is still very 
large, but Diclofenac, Ketoprofen, Analgin 
and other veterinary painkiller combinations 
with Paracetamol and Meloxicam drugs and 
pesticides - is a greater threat for steppe ea-
gles during migration time. Veterinary di-
clofenac causes renal failure in vultures and 
killed tens of millions of such birds in the 
Indian sub-continent. The drug was final-
ly banned there for veterinary purposes in 
2006. This drug is now ‘a global problem’ 
threatening many vulnerable birds of prey. 
Recently, it was shown that Steppe Eagles 
are also susceptible to veterinary diclofenac, 
which significantly increase the potential 
threat level and risks for its Eurasian popula-
tions. Steppe Eagle are closely related with 
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetus), Imperial 
Eagle (Aquila heliaca) and Spanish Impe-

Ïòèцû, жèâуùèå â раçнîм êлèмаòå, дå-
мîнñòрèруюò ñâяçаннûå ñ эòèм раçлè÷èя 
â ñрîêаõ мèграцèè, ñåçîна раçмнîжåнèя 
è другèõ êлю÷åâûõ ñîбûòèé â èõ жèçнè. 
Ïîдêîрмêа ïåрнаòûõ õèùнèêîâ даâнî 
ïрèîбрåла âажнûå эêîлîгè÷åñêèå, òра-
дèцèîннûå è эñòåòè÷åñêèå фунêцèè на 
âñём Индèéñêîм ñубêîнòèнåнòå. Ïîïуля-
цèя ïåрнаòûõ õèùнèêîâ â Индèè ñîêра-
ùаåòñя â рåçульòаòå ïîâûшåннîé ñмåрò-
нîñòè ñрåдè âçрîñлûõ è мîлîдûõ ïòèц è 
нèçêîгî рåïрîдуêòèâнîгî уñïåõа. Ïîâñå-
мåñòнîñòь эòîгî яâлåнèя è бûñòûå òåмïû 
ñнèжåнèя ÷èñлåннîñòè âнå çаâèñèмîñòè 
îò мåñòа îбèòанèя èлè налè÷èя îõраняå-
мîé òåррèòîрèè, ñâèдåòåльñòâуюò î òîм, 
÷òî ïрåñлåдîâанèå ñî ñòîрîнû ÷åлîâåêа, 
â òîм ÷èñлå îòñòрåл è îòраâлåнèå, õîòь è 
èграюò рîль â лîêальнûõ маñшòабаõ, нå 
мîгуò бûòь ïрè÷èнîé глîбальнîгî ñнè-
жåнèя ÷èñлåннîñòè ïåрнаòûõ õèùнèêîâ. 
Â маññîâîé гèбåлè нåñêîльêèõ âèдîâ ïа-
дальùèêîâ, ïрîèçîшåдшåé çа ïîñлåднèå 
дâа дåñяòèлåòèя на Индèéñêîм ñубêîн-
òèнåнòå, â îñнîâнîм âèняò мåдèцèнñêèå 
ïрåïараòû. Иñïîльçуåмûé â âåòåрèнарèè 
дèêлîфåнаê âûçâал бåñïрåцåдåнòнîå 
унè÷òîжåнèå ïîïуляцèé южнîаçèаòñêèõ 
ñèïîâ (Gyps sp.). Ïîïуляцèè нåêîòîрûõ 
âèдîâ ïîòåрялè бîлåå 97% îñîбåé мåжду 
1992 è 2007 гг. 

Ñòåïнûå îрлû (Aquila nipalensis) îñу-
ùåñòâляюò рåгулярнûå çèмнèå âèçèòû на 
ñêîòîмîгèльнèê â Жîрбèрå ê мåñòам ñ 
дîñòуïнûмè è èçîбèльнûмè êîрмîâûмè 
рåñурñамè. Иõ ïîïуляцèя âñё åùё дîñòа-
òî÷нî âåлèêа, нî òаêèå ïрåïараòû êаê дè-
êлîфåнаê, êåòîïрîфåн, анальгèн è другèå 
âåòåрèнарнûå îбåçбîлèâаюùèå ïрåïара-
òû, а òаêжå ïарацåòамîл, мåлîêñèêам è 
ïåñòèцèдû, ïрåдñòаâляюò îгрîмную îïаñ-
нîñòь для ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ âî âрåмя èõ мè-
грацèè è çèмîâêè. Äèêлîфåнаê âûçûâаåò 
ïî÷å÷ную нåдîñòаòî÷нîñòь у ïадальùèêîâ 
è ужå ïîгубèл дåñяòêè мèллèîнîâ ñèïîâ 
на Индèéñêîм ñубêîнòèнåнòå. Наêîнåц, 
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Погибший в результате отравления диклофенаком 
степной орёл (Aquila nipalensis). Фото Д. Бохры.

Died Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) as result of 
poisoning with diclofenac. Photo by D. Bohra.

rial Eagle (Aquila adalberti), and all these 
species scavenge opportunistically on car-
casses throughout their range. The Spanish 
Imperial Eagle, considered Vulnerable at 
global level, is now particularly at risk, due 
to the availability of diclofenac in Spain. 
These findings strengthen the case for ban-
ning veterinary diclofenac everywhere. 

From year 2011 to 2017 more than 1203 
birds died at Jorbeer Carcass dump, Bikaner. 
In 2012, necroscopy examination revealed 
the presence of extensive visceral gout in 
the carcasses of Steppe Eagles. The synovial 
membrane of the knee joints also showed 
uric acid crystals, which were formed into 
numerous large discs with needle-thin pe-
ripheral radiations, and occasional inflam-
matory mononuclear cell foci (Sharma et 
al., 2012). Now, with unequivocal evidence 
that this veterinary drug can cause a much 
wider impact on Eurasia’s biodiversity, it is 
time for action – it is necessary to remove 
the diclofenac from market including multi-
dose vials and find other cause of mortality.

â 2006 гîду дèêлîфåнаê бûл çаïрåùён 
ê èñïîльçîâанèю â âåòåрèнарèè. Ñåé÷аñ 
эòîò ïрåïараò – эòî ïрîблåма мèрîâîгî 
маñшòаба, угрîжаюùая мнîгèм уяçâèмûм 
âèдам ïåрнаòûõ õèùнèêîâ. Нåдаâнî бûлî 
ïîêаçанî, ÷òî ñòåïнîé îрåл òîжå âîñïрè-
èм÷èâ ê дèêлîфåнаêу, ÷òî ñуùåñòâåннî 
ïîâûñèлî ïîòåнцèальнûé урîâåнь угрîçû 
åгî åâраçèéñêèм ïîïуляцèям. Ñòåïнîé 
îрåл яâляåòñя рîдñòâåннûм âèдîм бåр-
êуòу (Aquila chrysaetus), îрлу-мîгèльнèêу 
(Aquila heliaca) è èñïанñêîму îрлу-мîгèль-
нèêу (Aquila adalberti), è âñå эòè âèдû ïрè 
ñлу÷аå ïîåдаюò ïадаль на âñём ïрîòяжå-
нèè ñâîèõ арåалîâ. Иñïанñêèé мîгèльнèê, 
îòнîñяùèéñя ê êаòåгîрèè «уяçâèмûå âèдû» 
ñîглаñнî Краñнîму ñïèñêу МÑОÏ, наõî-
дèòñя â çîнå îñîбîгî рèñêа, ïîñêîльêу â 
Иñïанèè дèêлîфåнаê нå çаïрåùён дî ñèõ 
ïîр. Эòè даннûå ïîдêрåïляюò ïîçèцèю î 
нåîбõîдèмîñòè çаïрåòа на èñïîльçîâанèå 
дèêлîфåнаêа ïîâñåмåñòнî. 

C 2011 ïî 2017 гг. бîлåå 1203 ïòèц 
ïîгèблî на ñêîòîмîгèльнèêå â Жîрбèрå, 
г. Бèêанåр. Â 2012 г. бûла ïрîâåдåна нå-
êрîñêîïèя ïîгèбшèõ îрлîâ, êîòîрая âû-
яâèла îбшèрную âèñцåральную ïîдагру. 
Ñèнîâèальная îбîлî÷êа êîлåннûõ ñуñòа-
âîâ òаêжå ñîдåржала êрèñòаллû мî÷åâîé 
êèñлîòû, êîòîрûå îбраçîâалè мнîгî÷èñ-
лåннûå êруïнûå дèñêè ñ òîнêèмè ïåрè-
фåрèéнûмè лу÷амè, è îдèнî÷нûå î÷агè 
ïрîâîñïалèòåльнûõ мнîгîядåрнûõ êлåòîê 
(Sharma è др, 2012). Тåïåрь, êîгда åñòь нå-
дâуñмûñлåннûå дîêаçаòåльñòâа î òîм, ÷òî 
эòîò ïрåïараò мîжåò ñòаòь ïрè÷èнîé êуда 
бîлåå îбшèрнîгî âîçдåéñòâèя на åâра-
çèéñêîå бèîраçнîîбраçèå, ïрèшлî âрåмя 
дåéñòâîâаòь – нåîбõîдèм ïîлнûé çаïрåò 
на дèêлîфåнаê, â òîм ÷èñлå на мнîгîдîçî-
âûå флаêîнû эòîгî ïрåïараòа, è на другèå 
âåùåñòâа, ïрèâîдяùèå ê ñмåрòè ïòèц.


