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The Naurzum forest was formerly the 
only place where nesting of White-tailed 
Eagles (Haliaeetus albicilla) was known 
in the northern half of Kazakhstan, apart 
from the valleys of Irtysh and Ural rivers. 
In 1978–1979, five breeding territories 
were found there. Since the early 1980’s, 
a slow but steady increase of the number 
of White-tailed Eagles was monitored in 
the Naurzum Nature Reserve. Eagles’ nests 
appeared in Sipsyn and in Tersek, in 1994 
a second pair was found in Tersek, and by 
1998, the population had increased to 13 
pairs. Since 1999, new pairs have appeared 
every year, including the first pair nesting in 
birch groves on the slopes of the East Turgai 
plateau. In 2002, the number of known 
breeding territories in the Naurzum forest 
reached 22, of which 18 were occupied. 
Nests with nestlings were located at a 
distance of 0.7 to 2.8 km. Thus, the number 
of White-tailed Eagles in the Naurzum forest 
has become equal to the number of Imperial 
Eagles (Aquila heliaca).

Surveys conducted in 1997–1998-s in 
the northern part of the Kostanay region 
showed that the White-tailed Eagles nest in 
other areas of the Tobol-Ishim interfluve as 
well. Nests were found in birch groves near 
the lake Tenis, in pine forests of Borovoye 
in the Mendykarinsky district, and in birch 
groves of the southwestern outskirts of the 
Arakaragai forest east of Kostanay. Two 
and three breeding terrirories, respectively, 
are located in the forests of Kazanbasy and 
Amankaragai in the Auliekol (Semiozernoe) 
district, and another one in the Kumagash 
forest on the right bank of the Ubagan river. 
With a high degree of probability, it can be 
assumed that the appearance of eagles in 
these areas occurred in the 1980s–1990s 
and reflects the general trend of increasing 
distribution and number of this species. In 

Â ñåâåрнîé ïîлîâèнå Каçаõñòана, âнå 
ïîéм êруïнåéшèõ рåê, Ирòûш è Урал, На-
урçумñêèé бîр бûл åдèнñòâåннîé òî÷êîé, 
гдå бûлî èçâåñòнî гнåçдîâанèå îрланîâ-
бåлîõâîñòîâ (Haliaeetus albicilla). Ïрè÷åм 
â 1930–1950 гг. çдåñь îòмå÷алаñь лèшь 
îдна ïара. Â 1978–1979 гг., ïрè ïîлнîм 
îбñлåдîâанèè бîра, бûлî îбнаружåнî 5 
гнåçдîâûõ у÷аñòêîâ. Ñ на÷ала 1980-õ гг. 
наблюдалñя мåдлåннûé, нî ñòабèльнûé 
рîñò ÷èñлåннîñòè. Ужå ê 1998 г. îна уâå-
лè÷èлаñь дî 13 ïар, гнёçда îрланîâ ïîяâè-
лèñь â Ñûïñûнå è â Тåрñåêå, â 1994 г. â 
ïîñлåднåм маññèâå бûла îбнаружåна âòî-
рая ïара. Ñ 1999 г. åжåгîднî ïîяâлялèñь 
нîâûå ïарû, â òîм ÷èñлå âïåрâûå îрланû 
çагнåçдèлèñь â бåрåçîâûõ êîлêаõ на ñêлî-
наõ Âîñòî÷нî-Тургаéñêîгî ïлаòî â 17 êм 
южнåå ïîñ. Кîжа. Â 2002 г. ÷èñлî èçâåñò-
нûõ у÷аñòêîâ îбèòанèя (гнåçдîâûå у÷аñòêè 
è у÷аñòêè, на êîòîрûõ рåгулярнî дåржа-
лèñь ïòèцû è наéдåнû гнёçда èлè îòмå÷а-
лîñь ñòрîèòåльñòâî гнёçд) â Наурçумñêîм 
бîру дîñòèглî 22, èç нèõ 18 бûлè çаняòû. 
Гнёçда ñ ïòåнцамè раñïîлагалèñь на раñ-
ñòîянèè îò 0,7 дî 2,8 êм. Таêèм îбраçîм, 
÷èñлåннîñòь îрланîâ â Наурçумñêîм бîру 
ñраâнялаñь ñ ÷èñлåннîñòью îрлîâ-мîгèль-
нèêîâ (Aquila heliaca). 

Ïрîâåдåннûå â 1997–1998 гг. îбñлå-
дîâанèя ñåâåрнîé ÷аñòè Кîñòанаéñêîé 
îблаñòè ïîêаçалè, ÷òî â åå ïрåдåлаõ îр-
лан-бåлîõâîñò гнåçдèòñя è â другèõ раéî-
наõ Тîбîл-Ишèмñêîгî мåждурå÷ья. Гнёçда 
бûлè наéдåнû â бåрåçîâûõ êîлêаõ у îç. 
Тåнèç è â ñîñнîâûõ лåñаõ Бîрîâîгî â Мåн-
дûêарèнñêîм раéîнå, â êîлêаõ на югî-çа-
ïаднîé îêраèнå лåñа Àраêарагаé âîñòî÷-
нåå Кîñòаная. Äâа è òрè гнåçдîâûõ у÷аñòêа 
раñïîлагаюòñя â бîраõ Каçанбаñû è Àман-
êарагаé Àулèåêîльñêîгî (Ñåмèîçåрнîгî) 
раéîна. Åùå îдèн – â маññèâå Кумагаш â 
ïраâîбåрåжьå рåêè Убаган. Ñ бîльшîé 
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2000–2010-s two new breeding territories 
were found in birch groves of the Uzunkol 
(Leninsky) district, and two more in pine 
plantations near the Sulukol village and in 
the Kumagash forest of the Auliekol district.

The allocation of breeding territories of 
the White-tailed Eagle in the Tobol-Ishim 
interfluve, has a definite relationship with 
large lakes. However, only in the north, 
in the Mendykara and Uzunkol districts, 
are lakes permanent, while in the steppes 
of the south, the lakes usually dry up pe-
riodically. In the area of Amankaragai and 
Kazanbasy forests there are no large bodies 
of water at all, and numerous small lakes are 
shallow and covered with reeds. Finally, it 
should be noted that while the beginning 
of the population increase of White-tailed 
Eagles in Naurzum in 1982–1995 coincided 
with high water levels of lakes, the fastest 
population growth occurred during the 
years of their lowest water level – in 1997–
2000, when almost all lakes remained dry. 
Thus, the connection of eagles with aquatic 
ecosystems in dry steppe conditions is not 
decisive.

At present, 40–45 pairs of White-tailed 
Eagles nest in the Tobol-Ishim interfluve 
of the Kostanay region, 20–22 pairs of 
them in Naurzum Nature Reserve. The 
potential of population growth, judging by 
the abundance of vagrant birds at the age 
of 2–5 years, is not yet exhausted, but in 
Naurzum the density of the population, at 
11.9–12.5 pairs/100 km2 of the total forest 
area, has apparently reached the limit.

In dry-steppe conditions, when fish as a 
source of food almost completely falls out 
of the diet, and the availability of water 
birds varies in accordance with the phases 
of lake watering, the eagles use alternative 
resources. In the Naurzum forest during the 
high watering of lakes, waterfowl (Eurasian 
coot Fulica atra, ducks Anatidae, grebes 
Podiceps sp.) accounted for 72–78% of the 
diet of the eagles, the rest consisted of Rus-
set ground squirrel and other mammals. 
Fish was just a random component. In 
Tersek, up to 29% of the diet consisted of 
marmots, 32–35% – rooks Corvus frugile-
gus, owls and birds of prey, and only 28% – 
waterbirds. In years of low lake water level, 
most of the pellets included the remains of 
Yellow Ground Squirrel Spermophilus ful-
vus and marmot.

Breeding of white-tailed eagles in forest 
patches is characterized by rather high 
productivity. With average lakes flooding 
in 1990–2002, breeding was observed 

дîлåé âåрîяòнîñòè мîжнî ïрåдïîлагаòь, 
÷òî ïîяâлåнèå îрланîâ â эòèõ маññèâаõ 
ïрîèñõîдèлî â 1980–1990-õ гг. è îòража-
åò îбùèé òрåнд уâåлè÷åнèя арåала è ÷èñ-
лåннîñòè даннîгî âèда. Â 2000–2010 гг. 
бûлî наéдåнî дâа нîâûõ у÷аñòêа â бåрå-
çîâûõ êîлêаõ Уçунêîльñêîгî (Лåнèнñêîгî) 
раéîна, è ïî îднîму – â ïîñадêаõ ñîñнû у 
ïîñ. Ñулуêîль  è â маññèâå Кумагаш Àулè-
åêîльñêîгî раéîна. 

Â òåррèòîрèальнîм раçмåùåнèè гнåçдî-
âûõ у÷аñòêîâ îрлана-бåлîõâîñòа â Тîбîл-
Ишèмñêîм мåждурå÷ьå ïрîñлåжèâаåòñя 
îïрåдåлåнная ñâяçь ñ êруïнûмè îçёрамè. 
Однаêî òîльêî на ñåâåрå, â Мåндûêа-
рèнñêîм è Уçунêîльñêîм раéîнаõ, îçёра 
ïраêòè÷åñêè нå ïåрåñûõаюò, южнåå, â ñу-
õèõ ñòåïяõ, малîâîднûå è бåçâîднûå ïå-
рèîдû ñîñòаâляюò бîльшую ÷аñòь цèêлîâ. 
Â раéîнå бîрîâ Àманêарагаé è Каçанбаñû 
êруïнûõ âîдîёмîâ âîîбùå нåò, а мнîгî-
÷èñлåннûå малåньêèå îçёра мåлêîâîднû 
è ïîêрûòû çарîñлямè òрîñòнèêа. Наêîнåц 
ñлåдуåò îòмåòèòь, ÷òî åñлè на÷алî уâåлè÷å-
нèя ÷èñлåннîñòè ïîïуляцèè îрланîâ-бå-
лîõâîñòîâ â Наурçумå â 1982–1995 гг. ñî-
âïалî ïî âрåмåнè ñ îбâîднåнèåм îçåр, òî 
маêñèмальнûé рîñò ïрèшёлñя на гîдû глубî-
÷аéшåé èõ дåïрåññèè – â 1997–2000-õ гг., 
êîгда ïî÷òè âñå îçёра îñòаâалèñь ñуõèмè. 
Таêèм îбраçîм, ñâяçь îрланîâ ñ âîднûмè 
эêîñèñòåмамè â уñлîâèяõ ñуõèõ ñòåïåé нå 
яâляåòñя îïрåдåляюùåé.

Â наñòîяùåå âрåмя â Тîбîл-Ишèмñêîм 
мåждурå÷ьå Кîñòанаéñêîé îблаñòè гнåç-
дèòñя 40–45 ïар îрланîâ, èç нèõ 20–22 
ïарû â лåñаõ Наурçумñêîгî çаïîâåднèêа. 
Ïîòåнцèал рîñòа ïîïуляцèè ñудя ïî îбè-
лèю брîдя÷èõ ïòèц â âîçраñòå 2–5 лåò åùё 
нå èñ÷åрïан, нî â Наурçумå ïлîòнîñòь ïî-
ïуляцèè â 11,9–12,5 ïар/100 êм2 îбùåé 
лåñнîé ïлîùадè, âèдèмî ужå дîñòèгла 
ïрåдåла.

Â уñлîâèяõ ñуõèõ ñòåïåé, êîгда рûба êаê 
èñòî÷нèê êîрма ïраêòè÷åñêè ïîлнîñòью 
âûïадаåò èç рацèîна, а дîñòуïнîñòь âî-
днûõ ïòèц мåняåòñя â ñîîòâåòñòâèè ñ фаçа-
мè îбâîднåнèя îçёр, îрланû èñïîльçуюò 
альòåрнаòèâнûå рåñурñû. Â Наурçумñêîм 
бîру â ïåрèîд âûñîêîгî îбâîднåнèя îçёр 
âîдîïлаâаюùèå ïòèцû (лûñуõè Fulica atra, 
уòêè Anatidae, ïîганêè Podiceps sp.) ñî-
ñòаâлялè 72–78% ñïåêòра ïèòанèя îрла-
нîâ, îñòальнîå ïрèõîдèлîñь на жåлòîгî 
ñуñлèêа è другèõ млåêîïèòаюùèõ. Рûба 
âñòрå÷алаñь êаê ñлу÷аéнûé êîмïîнåнò. Â 
Тåрñåêå дî 29% ñïåêòра ïèòанèя çанèмалè 
ñурêè (Marmota bobac), 32–35% – âранî-
âûå (ïрåèмуùåñòâåннî гра÷è Corvus fru-
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on average in 63.2% of known breeding 
territories, of which 74.2% was successful. 
Broods included 1–3 fledged nestlings, an 
average of 1.4 for a successful pair. Simi-
lar indicators with an average productivity 
of 1.4 young for a successful pair were also 
noted in the years 2007–2011, when most 
of the lakes completely dried up. Thus, 
the White-tailed Eagle demonstrates a ca-
pacity of adaptation to unstable, dynamic 
conditions of the environment of the dry 
steppes of the Tobol-Ishim interfluve.

gilegus), ñîâû è днåâнûå õèùнûå ïòèцû 
è лèшь 28% – îêîлîâîднûå ïòèцû. Â гîдû 
дåïрåññèè îçёр бîльшая ÷аñòь ïîгадîê 
âêлю÷ала îñòанêè жёлòîгî ñуñлèêа (Sper-
mophilus fulvus) è ñурêа. 

Раçмнîжåнèå îрланîâ â îñòрîâнûõ бî-
раõ îòлè÷аåòñя дîâîльнî âûñîêîé ïрîдуê-
òèâнîñòью. Ïрè ñрåднåм îбâîднåнèè îçåр 
â 1990–2002 гг., раçмнîжåнèå наблюда-
лîñь â ñрåднåм на 63,2% èçâåñòнûõ у÷аñò-
êîâ, èç êîòîрûõ на 74,2% îнî бûлî уñïåш-
нûм. Âûâîдêè âêлю÷алè 1–3 îïåрèâшèõñя 
ïòåнцîâ, â ñрåднåм 1,4 на уñïåшную ïару. 
О÷åнь блèçêèå ïîêаçаòåлè ñî ñрåднåé 
ïрîдуêòèâнîñòью 1,4 ñлёòêа на уñïåшную 
ïару îòмå÷алèñь è â гîдû (2007–2011), 
êîгда бîльшая ÷аñòь îçёр ïîлнîñòью âû-
ñûõала. Таêèм îбраçîм, îрлан-бåлîõâîñò 
дåмîнñòрèруåò шèрîêèå âîçмîжнîñòè 
адаïòацèè ê нåñòабèльнûм уñлîâèям дèна-
мè÷нîé ñрåдû ñуõèõ ñòåïåé Тîбîл-Ишè-
ñêîгî мåждурå÷ья.

Орланы-белохвосты (Haliaeetus albicilla) на холодной зимовке. Фото М. Корепова.

White-tailed Eagles (Haliaeetus albicilla) on the «cold» wintering. Photo by M. Korepovr.


