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Conservation Status of Breeding Eagles in France
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Seven species of eagle breed in France: 
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), Lesser 
spotted Eagle (Aquila pomarina), Bonel-
li’s Eagle (Aquila fasciata), Booted Eagle 
(Hieraaetus pennatus), Short-toed Eagle 
(Circaetus gallicus), Osprey (Pandion hali-
aetus) and White-tailed Eagle (Haliaee-
tus albicilla). Populations of all species 
have increased since the beginning of the 
2000s and breeding pairs are estimated 
at 2500–3300 in 2012 (Short-toed Eagle), 
585–810 in 2012 (Booted Eagle), 450–500 
in 2012 (Golden Eagle), 80–90 in 2015 
(Osprey), 33 in 2016 (Bonelli’s Eagle) 
and 1 each in 2018 (Lesser spotted Eagle 
and White-tailed Eagle). These two latter 
species became new breeding species in 
2003 and 2011 respectively. Productivity, 
expressed as fledgling/pair/year, is esti-
mated to be on average at 0.57 (Short-
toed Eagle), 1.56 (Osprey), 1.18 (Bonelli’s 
Eagle), 0.82 (Lesser spotted Eagle), 1.1 
(White-tailed Eagle) and from 0.26 (min) 
to 0.70 (max) (Golden Eagle). Each spe-
cies benefits from medium or long-term 
monitoring of their breeding populations 
throughout France from dedicated moni-
toring groups. This unique network gath-
ering professionals and volunteers allows 
to determine the conservation status for 
each species, to identify the threats and 
to trigger conservation actions. The annu-
al monitoring of populations (distribution, 
abundance and productivity) by the na-
tional groups is a major conservation as-
sessment tool. Even though the monitor-
ing cannot be exhaustive for all species, 
the monitoring provides valuable data. As 
an example, the Short-toed Eagle moni-
toring group has fully recorded 4550 nests 
from 2002 to 2017. The main threats to 

Âî Францèè гнåçдèòñя ñåмь âèдîâ îрлîâ: 
бåрêуò (Aquila chrysaetos), малûé ïîдîрлèê 
(Aquila pomarina), яñòрåбèнûé îрёл (Aquila 
fasciata), îрёл-êарлèê (Hieraaetus pennatus), 
çмååяд (Circaetus gallicus), ñêîïа (Pandion 
haliaetus) è îрлан-бåлîõâîñò (Haliaeetus al-
bicilla). Ñ на÷ала 2000-õ гг. ïîïуляцèè âñåõ 
âèдîâ âûрîñлè è ñåé÷аñ ÷èñлî гнåçдяùèõñя 
ïар îцåнèâаåòñя â 2500–3300 для çмååяда 
(îцåнêа 2012 гîда), 585–810 ïар для îрла-
êарлèêа (îцåнêа 2012 гîда), 450–500 ïар для 
бåрêуòа (îцåнêа 2012 гîда), 80–90 ïар для 
ñêîïû (îцåнêа 2015 гîда), 33 ïарû для яñòрå-
бèнîгî îрла (îцåнêа 2016 гîда) è ïî îднîé 
ïарå для малîгî ïîдîрлèêа è îрлана-бåлî-
õâîñòа (îцåнêа 2018 гîда). Эòè дâа ïîñлåднèõ 
âèда ïрèшлè на гнåçдîâанèå âî Францèю 
ñîâñåм нåдаâнî – â 2003 è 2011 гîдаõ ñîîò-
âåòñòâåннî. Ïрîдуêòèâнîñòь, îцåнåнная êаê 
÷èñлî ñлåòêîâ на ïару â гîд, â ñрåднåм ñîñòа-
âèла 0.57 для çмååяда, 1.56 для ñêîïû, 1.18 
для яñòрåбèнîгî îрла, 0.82 для малîгî ïî-
дîрлèêа, 1.1 для îрлана-бåлîõâîñòа è îò 0.26 
(мèнèмум) дî 0.70 (маêñèмум) для бåрêуòа. 
Каждûé âèд наõîдèòñя ïîд дîлгîñрî÷нûм èлè 
ñрåднåé ïрîдîлжèòåльнîñòè наблюдåнèåм 
çа èõ гнåçдîâûмè ïîïуляцèямè, îñуùåñòâля-
åмûм ñïåцèальнûмè груïïамè мîнèòîрèнга 
ïî âñåé Францèè. Эòа унèêальная ñåòь, îбъ-
åдèняюùая ïрîфåññèîналîâ è âîлîнòåрîâ, 
ïîçâîляåò îïрåдåляòь ïрèрîдîîõраннûé 
ñòаòуñ êаждîгî âèда, âûяâляòь угрîçû è èнè-
цèèрîâаòь дåéñòâèя ïî ñîõранåнèю âèдîâ. 
Åжåгîднûé мîнèòîрèнг ïîïуляцèé (раñ-
ïрîñòранåнèå, ÷èñлåннîñòь, уñïåõ раçмнî-
жåнèя) ñèламè нацèîнальнûõ груïï – эòî 
îñнîâнîå ñрåдñòâî îцåнêè èõ ñîõраннîñòè. 
И õîòя мîнèòîрèнг нå мîжåò бûòь èñ÷åрïû-
âаюùèм для абñîлюòнî âñåõ âèдîâ, îн даёò 
î÷åнь цåннûå даннûå. К ïрèмåру, груïïа, 
ïрîâîдяùая мîнèòîрèнг çмååяда, îïèñала 
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the reproduction are the decrease of hab-
itat quality (disturbances, habitat loss and 
wind farms) and the increase of mortality 
(power lines, poaching and poisoning). 
The monitoring groups also report nesting 
locations to the National Forestry Office 
(NFO) and private landlords to reduce dis-
turbances and pinpoint dangerous power 
line to the National Electricity Transmis-
sion Network. The lesser spotted Eagle 
benefits from a convention with the NFO 
to stop logging within 500 m of the nest. 
Two conservation projects for the Bonel-
li’s Eagle are operating: a LIFE programme 
“AQUILA a-LIFE” (2018–2022), funded by 
the European Union, and 3rd Action Plan 
(2014–2023), funded by France. Finally, a 
regional Action Plan for the Osprey and 
the White-tailed Eagle is running since 
2015 until 2020.

4550 гнåçд эòîгî âèда ñ 2002 ïî 2017 гîдû. 
Оñнîâнûå фаêòîрû, угрîжаюùèå уñïåшнî-
ñòè раçмнîжåнèя эòîгî âèда – эòî уõудшåнèå 
êа÷åñòâа мåñòîîбèòанèé (бåñïîêîéñòâî, ïî-
òåря мåñòîîбèòанèé, ÂЭÑ), а òаêжå уâåлè-
÷èâшаяñя ñмåрòнîñòь (ЛЭÏ, браêîньåрñòâî è 
îòраâлåнèя). Мîнèòîрèнгîâûå груïïû ñîîб-
ùаюò î мåñòîïîлîжåнèè гнёçд â Нацèîналь-
нîå лåñнîå õîçяéñòâî (НЛХ) è âладåльцам 
çåмåль – ÷аñòнûм ñîбñòâåннèêам, ÷òîбû ïòèц 
нå бåñïîêîèлè на гнåçдаõ. Ñ НЛХ çаêлю÷åнî 
ñîглашåнèå î ïрåêраùåнèè рубîê â ïрåдå-
лаõ 500 мåòрîâ âîêруг гнёçд малûõ ïîдîрлè-
êîâ. Эòè жå груïïû ñîîбùаюò î мåñòîнаõîж-
дåнèè ïòèцåîïаñнûõ ЛЭÏ â Нацèîнальную 
элåêòрîñåòåâую êîмïанèю. Ñåé÷аñ âûïîл-
няюòñя дâа ïрîåêòа ïî ñîõранåнèю яñòрå-
бèнîгî îрла: LIFE-ïрîåêò “AQUILA a-LIFE” 
(2018–2022), ñïîнñèруåмûé Åâрîñîюçîм è 
òрåòèé эòаï ïрîграммû дåéñòâèé ïî ñîõра-
нåнèю âèда (2014–2023), фèнанñèруåмûé 
Францèåé. Наêîнåц, рåгèîнальнûé Ïлан ïî 
ñîõранåнèю ñêîïû è îрлана-бåлîõâîñòа âû-
ïîлняåòñя ñ 2015 ïî 2020 гîдû.

Молодой орлан-белохвост (Haliaeetus albicilla). Фото Р. Бекмансурова.

Young White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla). Photo by R. Bekmansurov.


