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The Thrace geographical region comprises 
territories of three states and covers an area 
of about 70,000 km2. At the end of the 19th 
century, the Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aqui-
la heliaca) was widespread throughout the 
region, occupying a variety of habitats. The 
mid-20th century marked the beginning of 
its dramatic decline, and in the latter half of 
the century the birds breeding in Northern 
Thrace amounted to 15-20 pairs, Eastern 
Thrace harbored scattered pairs along the 
lower reaches of the Maritsa River, while 
in Western Thrace the population was es-
timated at 6-10 pairs only. Since 2000, the 
systematic conservation activities imple-
mented by Bulgarian NGO’s have improved 
the status of the Imperial Eagle in Bulgar-
ia (Northern Trace). At the same time, in 
Western Thrace (the Greek part), only one 
pair was confirmed by the Dadia Reserve. 
Since 2008, intensive field research in Eu-
ropean Turkey identified an abundant and 
stable population of the species. In Bulgaria, 
44 different breeding territories were estab-
lished, while in European Turkey the num-
ber of identified breeding territories was 48. 
Most of the pairs were distributed in the 
European Green Belt area, along the former 
Iron Curtain, were human access had been 
strictly limited, thus preserving extreme-
ly rich biodiversity. Based on a long-term 
population survey of these species in Bul-
garia and European Turkey, we estimated 
this sub-population of the species at about 
80–90 breeding pairs. Breeding of several 

Фраêèéñêèé гåîграфè÷åñêèé рåгèîн âêлю-
÷аåò òåррèòîрèè òрёõ гîñударñòâ è ïîêрû-
âаåò çîну ïîрядêа 70000 êм2. Â êîнцå 19-
гî âåêа îрёл-мîгèльнèê (Aquila heliaca) бûл 
шèрîêî раñïрîñòранён â рåгèîнå è çанèмал 
мнîжåñòâî мåñò îбèòанèя. Â ñåрåдèнå 20-гî 
ñòîлåòèя на÷алñя рåçêèé уïадîê, è âî âòîрîé 
ïîлîâèнå âåêа êîлè÷åñòâî раçмнîжаюùèõ-
ñя â ñåâåрнîé Фраêèè ïòèц ñîñòаâлялî 15–
20 ïар, â âîñòî÷нîé Фраêèè раçрîçнåннûå 
ïарû жèлè â нèçîâьяõ рåêè Марèца, а â çа-
ïаднîé ÷аñòè ïîïуляцèè наñ÷èòûâала âñåгî 
6–10 ïар. Ñ 2000 г. ïланîмåрнûå дåéñòâèя 
ïî îõранå, ïрåдïрèняòûå бîлгарñêèмè нå-
ïраâèòåльñòâåннûмè îрганèçацèямè, улу÷-
шèлè ñîñòîянèå ïîïуляцèè îрла-мîгèльнè-
êа â Бîлгарèè (ñåâåрная Фраêèя). Â òî жå 
âрåмя â çаïаднîé Фраêèè (грå÷åñêая ÷аñòь) 
бûла çамå÷åна òîльêî îдна ïара îêîлî çа-
ïîâåднèêа Äадèя. Ñ 2008 г. èнòåнñèâнûå 
ïîлåâûå èññлåдîâанèя â åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè 
Турцèè îбнаружèлè мнîгî÷èñлåнную ñòа-
бèльную ïîïуляцèю âèда. Â Бîлгарèè бûлî 
îбнаружåнî 44 гнåçдîâûõ òåррèòîрèè, â 
òî âрåмя êаê â åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè Турцèè 
èõ бûлî 48. Бîльшèнñòâî ïар наõîдèлîñь 
â Зåлёнîм ïîяñå Åâрîïû, â çîнå, ñлåдую-
ùåé маршруòу бûâшåгî «Жåлåçнîгî çана-
âåñа», гдå дîñòуï для ÷åлîâåêа бûл ñòрîгî 
îгранè÷åн è, òаêèм îбраçîм, ñîõранèлîñь 
нåîбû÷аéнî бîгаòîå бèîраçнîîбраçèå. Оñ-
нîâûâаяñь на дîлгîñрî÷нîм èññлåдîâанèè 
ïîïуляцèè âèда â Бîлгарèè è åâрîïåéñêîé 
÷аñòè Турцèè, мû îцåнèлè ÷èñлåннîñòь эòîé 
ñуб-ïîïуляцèè ïрèблèçèòåльнî â 80–90 
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pairs in Greece, in the Greece-Turkey border 
area, along the Evros River, is also possible. 

The Thracian sub-population of the Impe-
rial Eagle is stable, even slightly increasing. 
The breeding success in Bulgaria (1.08) was 
similar to that recorded in European Turkey 
(1.09), but in Northern Trace this parame-
ter increased significantly over the years. 
Guarding of risky nests in Bulgaria has in-
creased the breeding success by more than 
35%. The main mortality factors are electro-
cution, poisoning, shooting, disturbance, 
and habitat destruction. For the past ten 
years, the grasslands in the Bulgarian part 
of the region have decreased significantly 
(F=14.31, p<0.001) and some of the territo-
ries have already been abandoned. In Euro-
pean Turkey most of the nests are found in 
agricultural fields, where the nest trees are 
often cut or the species suffer from human 
disturbance. Habitats vary from the moun-
tain-wooded type with small open fields 
to open hilly areas including vast pastures, 
meadows, scrubs and vineyards, and low-
lands including intensive arable lands, small 
pastures, and mosaic crops. 

In Bulgaria, the most common prey spe-
cies are Northern White-breasted Hedge-
hog Erinaceus roumanicus, accounting for 
22.72% of all prey, followed by the Europe-
an Souslik Spermophilus citellus (18.38%), 
while in European Turkey the Northern 
White-breasted Hedgehog, which is repre-
sented by 23.02%, is followed by tortoises 
Testudo sp. (14.43%), and the European 
Souslik (10.7%). 

The main conservation activities under-
taken for the species in Bulgaria include: 
guarding of nests at risk, satellite tracking, 
construction of artificial nests, restoration of 
breeding habitats through Poplar planting, 
supplementary feeding of pairs during the 
breeding and the wintering periods, insu-
lation of hazardous electric poles, purchase 
of land plots and their subsequent manage-
ment as pastures, implementation of edu-
cational programs with children and local 
communities. Actions are needed to miti-
gate the limiting factors in European Turkey, 
as well as to study the status of the species 
in Northern Greece. International conserva-
tion cooperation would guarantee the sta-
bility of the Thracian sub-population of the 
Imperial Eagle.

раçмнîжаюùèõñя ïар. Таêжå âîçмîжнî 
гнåçдîâанèå нåñêîльêèõ ïар â Грåцèè, на 
гранèцå ñ Турцèåé âдîль рåêè Эâрîñ (Ма-
рèца). 

Фраêèéñêая ñуб-ïîïуляцèя îрла-мîгèль-
нèêа ñòабèльна è дажå ñлåгêа уâåлè÷èâаåò-
ñя. Уñïåõ раçмнîжåнèя â Бîлгарèè (1,08) 
бûл ïраêòè÷åñêè òаêèм жå, êаê â åâрîïåé-
ñêîé ÷аñòè Турцèè (1,09), нî â ñåâåрнîé 
Фраêèè эòîò ïарамåòр çна÷èòåльнî уâåлè-
÷èлñя ñî âрåмåнåм. Заùèòа наõîдяùèõñя 
ïîд угрîçîé гнёçд â Бîлгарèè уâåлè÷èла 
уñïåõ раçмнîжåнèя бîлåå, ÷åм на 35%. 
Оñнîâнûмè фаêòîрамè ñмåрòнîñòè яâля-
юòñя: ïîражåнèå элåêòрîòîêîм на ЛЭÏ, 
îòраâлåнèå, îòñòрåл, бåñïîêîéñòâî è унè÷-
òîжåнèå мåñò îбèòанèя. За ïрîшåдшèå дå-
ñяòь лåò ïлîùадь лугîâ â бîлгарñêîé ÷аñòè 
рåгèîна çна÷èòåльнî ñîêраòèлаñь (F=14.31, 
p<0.001) è нåêîòîрûå èç òåррèòîрèé ужå 
бûлè ïîêèнуòû. Â åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè Тур-
цèè бîльшèнñòâî гнёçд наéдåнû на ñåльñêî-
õîçяéñòâåннûõ угîдьяõ, гдå дåрåâья ñ гнёç-
дамè ÷аñòî ñрубаюòñя èлè âèд ñòрадаåò îò 
бåñïîêîéñòâа ÷åлîâåêîм. Мåñòа îбèòанèя 
âарьèруюò îò гîрнî-лåñнîгî òèïа ñ нåбîль-
шèмè îòêрûòûмè îблаñòямè дî îòêрûòûõ 
õîлмèñòûõ мåñòнîñòåé, âêлю÷аюùèõ îб-
шèрнûå ïаñòбèùа, луга, êуñòарнèêè è âè-
нîграднèêè, è нèçèнû, â òîм ÷èñлå ïашнè, 
нåбîльшèå ïаñòбèùа è у÷аñòêè ñ ïîñåâамè. 

Наèбîлåå раñïрîñòранённûé â Бîлгарèè 
êîрмîâîé âèд îрла-мîгèльнèêа – бåлî-
грудûé ёж (Erinaceus roumanicus) (22,72% 
âñåõ жåрòâ), çаòåм ñлåдуåò åâрîïåéñêèé 
ñуñлèê (Spermophilus citellus) (18,38%), â 
òî âрåмя êаê â åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè Турцèè 
çа бåлîгрудûм åжîм (23,02%) èдуò ñуõî-
ïуòнûå ÷åрåïаõè (Testudo sp.) (14,43%) è 
åâрîïåéñêèé ñуñлèê (10,7%). 

Оñнîâнûå ïрåдïрèняòûå дåéñòâèя ïî ñî-
õранåнèю âèда â Бîлгарèè âêлю÷аюò: çа-
ùèòу гнёçд, наõîдяùèõñя ïîд угрîçîé, îò-
ñлåжèâанèå ïòèц ñ ïîмîùью ñïуòнèêîâûõ 
òранñмèòòåрîâ, ïîñòрîéêу èñêуññòâåннûõ 
гнåçдîâèé, âîññòанîâлåнèå мåñò раçмнîжå-
нèя ïуòём ïîñадêè òîïîлåé, дîïîлнèòåль-
ную ïîдêîрмêу ïар âî âрåмя раçмнîжåнèя 
è çèмîâêè, èçîлèрîâанèå ïòèцåîïаñнûõ 
îïîр ЛЭÏ, ïîêуïêу у÷аñòêîâ çåмлè è ïрå-
âраùåнèå èõ â ïаñòбèùа, âнåдрåнèå îбра-
çîâаòåльнûõ ïрîграмм для дåòåé è мåñòнûõ 
ñîîбùåñòâ. Нåîбõîдèмî ïрèняòь дåéñòâèя, 
÷òîбû ñмяг÷èòь лèмèòèруюùèå фаêòîрû â 
åâрîïåéñêîé ÷аñòè Турцèè, а òаêжå èçу÷èòь 
ñòаòуñ âèда â ñåâåрнîé ÷аñòè Грåцèè. Мåж-
дунарîднîå ñîòруднè÷åñòâî â îõранå âèда 
гаранòèруåò ñòабèльнîñòь Фраêèéñêîé ñуб-
ïîïуляцèè îрла-мîгèльнèêа â будуùåм.


