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SIAbI B SKOAOTMHECKONM CUCTEME TMPEACTABASI-
IOT TAOBGAALHYIO OMACHOCTb AASI PSIAA BMAOB
nTmu u 3Bepen (Zugasti, 2014, Brochet et
al., 2017). 5Iabl NMPEACTaBASIIOT HaVBbLICILYIO
OMacHOCTDL AASI BCEX BUMAOB MAAAABLLIMKOB Cy-
wecTByowmnx B mmpe (Botha et al., 2017), a
OTPABAE€HHbIE MPUMAHKM — OAHA U3 CaMbIX
CEPLE3HDLIX YIrPO3 AAsI TAODAALHO YrpoXkae-
MOTrO BMAA — OpAa-MOrvMAbHUKA (Aquila he-
liaca) Ha ceroaHsiuHuM AeHb (Horvath et al.,
2016). B boArapum oTpaBAeHMe, Kak Mpu-
YMHA CMEPTU, YCTAaHOBAEHA AAsl 42% naBLimx
6enororoBoix curnoe (Gyps fulvus) u 86%
crepBsaTHMKOB  (Neophron percnopterus)
(Demerdzhiev et al., 2014a, Saravia et al.,
2016). B 60Arapckoi MOMyASILIMM MOTUAL-
HUKa A0 12% MOAOABIX M HEMOAOBO3PEABIX
OPAOB CTAHOBSITCS1 JKEPTBOW OTpaBAeHUM (De-
merdzhiev et al., 2014b). boaree yem 10
A€T Hasaa, MepBble MOAPA3AEAEHMS MONCKO-
BbIX COOAK, OOYYEHHBIX HAXOAUTL SIALI, ObIAM
Cco3AaHLl B McraHum AAsl MpEAOTBPAaLLEHMs]
MACCOBbLIX OTPABAEHMII MAAAABLILMKOB B Vbe-
pumn. CA€AOM MOAOGHLIE MOVCKOBLIE TPYIIILI
TCOB MOSIBUAMCDL M B APYTMX CTpaHax EBporbi
(8 Utaamm, Benrpum, I'peumn). B 2016 r. Ta-
Kast >ke rpyrnna Ooviaa co3aaHa u B boarapum,
BBMAY BO3pOCLIEN HEOOXOAMMOCTM B Opra-
HM3aLMM AOTIOAHUTEALHDLIX AEWCTBUI MPOTMB
npuMeHeHusl s1A0B Ha mectax. C momeHTa
OpraHu3aLmMmn CAy»O6bi, ObIAM MpoBeaeHbl 47
nartpyAen B 3-x permoHax boarapum, no-
KpbBWKX Ooree 77 KM MOAEBLIX AOpor. B
CPEAHEM 3a OAMH MATpyAb KOMaHAA C CO-
6axoii npoxoaut ancraHuio B 2001+£1254 m.
B BocrouHbix Poaonax ObIAO MPOBEAEHO
33 narpyast (B cpeaHem 1316+899 m 3a na-
TPYAb), 12 narpyaeii (B cpeaHem 1238+730 m
3a BbIXOA) OLIAM MPOBEAEHDI B ropax Cakap u
CrpaHaXka u ABe NpoBepku B yueabe Kpec-
Ha (B cpeaHem 3450+1060 m). B pesyastate
OLIAM YCTAHOBAEHbBI TPM CAYYasl MCTIOAL3OBA-
HMs1 SIAOB — ABa B yueane KpecHa n 1 B Boc-
TO4YHbIX Poaonax. B BocrouHbix Poaonax He

Poisons in ecological systems pose threat to
a number of mammal and bird species at
global scale (Zugasti, 2014, Brochet et al.,
2017). This is recognized as the most se-
vere threat to all vulture species worldwide
(Botha et al., 2017) and at the same time
the use of poison baits is one of the most
serious threats recognized to the globally
threatened Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila
heliaca) nowadays (Horvath et al., 2016).
In Bulgaria 42% of the established cases of
mortality in Griffon Vultures (Gyps fulvus)
and 86% of the cases in the endangered
Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus)
are due to poisoning (Demerdzhiev et al.,
2014a, Saravia et al., 2016). In the Eastern
imperial eagle population in Bulgaria up to
12 % of the juvenile and immature individ-
uals become victims of poisoning accidents
(Demerdzhiev et al., 2014b). More than a
decade ago the first anti-poison dog units
were established in Spain to detect poisons
and to prevent the mass killing of scaven-
gers in Iberia. Since then several such units
have been established across Europe (e.g.
Italy, Spain, Hungary, Greece). With the
emerging need of more actions to be per-
formed on ground fighting the poisons use,
the first antipoison dog unit was established
in Bulgaria in 2016 to secure the vultures and
imperial eagles populations persistence in the
country. Since its establishment 47 patrols in
3 regions in Bulgaria have been conducted,
covering more than 77 km of field tracks. The
average distance covered by the dog team
per patrol was 2001+1254 m. The number of
the performed patrols in the area of the East-
ern Rhodopes was 33 with a mean distance
covered per patrol of 1316+899 m, 12 patrols
with 1238+730 m per check were performed
in the Sakar and Strandzha mountains area
and two inspections in Kresna gorge of
3450+1060 m on average were also con-
ducted. As a result 3 poisoning accidents
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OLIAO OTMEYEHO HM OAHOTO OTPABAEHHOrO
MAAAABLLMKA, XOTSI ObLIAM HAMAEHBI OTPABAEH-
Hble 3BE€PU — KaK AMKME, TaK U AOMallHMue,
Bcero 14 cayuyaeB. Cambiii cepb&3HbIfi MH-
LIMAEHT C OTPaBA€HMEM MMPOMU3OLIEA BECHOM
2017 r. B yweave KpecHa, koraa 6oaee 30
6EAOTOAOBLIX CUIMOB ObIAM HaMAEHbI MEPT-
BbiMu. OceHbio 2017 1. natpyAbHble cobaku
BLISIBUAU €LIE OAMH CAyYal MCMOAL3OBaHMsI
SIAOB B TOM JKE YIIEAbE — ObIAM HAMAEHDI MO-
rmbwast ot otpaeBAaeHms anca (Vulpes vulpes)
1 siAoBMTas! MpuMaHka. Ha teppurtopumn obu-
TaHUsl OPAA-MOTMAbLHMKA B ropax CrpaHaxka
n Cakap s1A0B o6Hapy»keHo He 6biro. [Momc-
KOBbIE «TPOTMBOSIAHBIE» OTPSIALI COBAK Pery-
ASPHO paboTaloT B OCHOBHOM B BOCTOYHDIX
Poaornax — mecre, KOTOpPOE PEryAsipHO Mo-
CellaeTcsl MasaAblMKaMM MILYWMMU NPOMu-
TaHue. Takoke B MPUOPUTETHYIO 30HY PaboThbI
CcoBaK BXOASIT MECTOOBUTAHMSI OPAA-MOTUAL-
HuKa B ropax Ckakp u CTpaHaka, rae obura-
et 6oree 60% Bceli GOATAPCKON MOMyASILIMM
OpPAa-MOTMAbHMKA.

were confirmed — 2 in Kresna gorge and
1 in the Eastern Rhodopes. No poisoned
vultures were registered in the Eastern
Rhodopes case, although 14 poisoned wild
and domestic animals were found dead
consequently. The most serious poisoning
accident occurred in the spring of 2017
when more than 30 dead Griffon Vultures
were reported poisoned after the accident
in Kresna gorge. In the fall of 2017 the dog
unit investigated another poison accident
in Kresna gorge and found one poisoned
fox (Vulpes vulpes) and a bait. No poisons
were detected at the Imperial eagle terri-
tories in Strandzha and Sakar mountains.
The antipoison dog unit performs regular
inspections mainly in the region of the East-
ern Rhodopes where most of the foraging
grounds of the vulture species are visited
regularly. Priority areas where the antipoi-
son dog units operates are also the Impe-
rial eagle territories in Sakar and Strandzha
mountains where more than 60% of the
species population in Bulgaria is found.



