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Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) is a rare 
but widespread species in Daurian steppes 
in the southeast part of Zabaikalsky Kray 
(Eastern Transbaikalia). We studied this spe-
cies as a part of routine ornithological stud-
ies in 1990–2018, paying more attention to 
the species in 2010–2018.

A significant decrease in the number of 
Steppe Eagles occurred in the 1960s. In 
South-Eastern Transbaikalia the popula-
tion density was 1.25 birds per 10 km of 
the survey route in 1955, but only 0.01 in 
1973 (Peshkov, 1976). According to Kar-
dash (Kardash et al., 1983), a density of 
the species near Torey Lakes was 0.2–0.8 
during the late 1040’s – early 1950’s, and 
0.02–0.2 (average 0.07) in 1964–1982; in 
the Soktuysky area near Krasnokamensk 
a density in the same period was 1.0–2.7 
and 0.1–0.5 (0.15 on average) respective-
ly. The main reasons for the decline of the 
population were: deterioration of the food 
resources due to widespread extermination 
of Siberian Marmot (Marmota sibirica) by 
the Antiplague Service in the 1950-1960s, 
and an increased human disturbance due to 
mass plowing of steppes and growth in the 
number of people and settlements (Pesh-
kov, 1976; Kardash et al., 1983). Siberian 
Marmot makes about 60% of a diet of the 
eagle; other animals (pikas, susliks, voles) 
are significant in the diet only in the years 
of their population outbreaks (Dobronravov, 
1949; Peshkov 1976).

The extremely low number of Siberian 
Marmot is the main factor that limits the 
number of eagles in the region at the pres-
ent time as well. An abundance of other 
prey objects is subjected to deep annual 
fluctuations. In the years of their depression, 
they cannot provide enough food sources 
for eagles. At present, susliks (Spermophi-
lus sp.), voles, and pikas (Ochotona dauuri-
ca) are the main prey species of Steppe 
Eagle in the Daurian steppe. However, in 
areas where the marmot is common, it still 

Â Забаéêальñêîм êраå ñòåïнîé îрåл (Aq-
uila nipalensis) раñïрîñòранåн на югî-âîñ-
òîêå â çîнå Äаурñêèõ ñòåïåé. Рабîòû ïî 
èçу÷åнèю âèда â 1990–2009 гг. ïрîâîдè-
лèñь â îñнîâнîм ïîïуòнî ñ другèмè îрнè-
òîлîгè÷åñêèмè рабîòамè, â 2010–2018 гг. 
даннîму âèду удåляåòñя бîлåå ïрèñòаль-
нîå âнèманèå. 

Глубîêîå ïадåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè ñòåïнîгî 
îрла ïрîèçîшлî â 1960-õ гг. Â Югî-Âîñ-
òî÷нîм Забаéêальå ïлîòнîñòь раñïрåдåлå-
нèя âèда â 1955 г. бûла 1,25 ïòèцû на 10 êм 
у÷åòнîгî маршруòа, а â 1973 г. – лèшь 0,01 
(Ïåшêîâ, 1976). Ïî другèм даннûм â êîнцå 
1040-õ – на÷алå 1950-õ гг. аналîгè÷нûé ïî-
êаçаòåль ïлîòнîñòè â îêрåñòнîñòяõ Тîрåé-
ñêèõ îçåр ñîñòаâлял 0,2–0,8, а â 1964–1982 гг. 
– 0,02–0,2 (â ñрåднåм 0,07); на Ñîêòуéñêîм 
у÷аñòêå â îêрåñòнîñòяõ г. Краñнîêамåнñê 
â эòè жå ïåрèîдû ñîîòâåòñòâåннî: 1,0–2,7 
è 0,1–0,5 (â ñрåднåм 0,15) (Кардаш è др., 
1983). Оñнîâнûå ïрè÷èнû ïадåнèя ÷èñлåн-
нîñòè: уõудшåнèå êîрмîâîé баçû èç-çа ïî-
âñåмåñòнîгî èñòрåблåнèя ïрîòèâî÷умнîé 
ñлужбîé â 1950–60-õ гг. îñнîâнîгî îбъåêòа 
ïèòанèя – òарбагана (Marmota sibirica), уâå-
лè÷åнèå урîâня бåñïîêîéñòâа èç-çа маññî-
âîé раñïашêè ñòåïåé, рîñòа ÷èñлåннîñòè 
людñêîгî наñåлåнèя è наñåлённûõ ïунêòîâ 
(Ïåшêîâ, 1976; Кардаш è др., 1983). Тарба-
ган ñîñòаâляåò îêîлî 60% â рацèîнå îрла, 
îñòальнûå âèдû (ïèùуõа Ochotona dauurica, 
ñуñлèêè Spermophilus sp., ïîлёâêè) èмåюò 
ñуùåñòâåннîå çна÷åнèå лèшь â гîдû ïîâû-
шåнèя èõ ÷èñлåннîñòè (Äîбрîнраâîâ, 1949; 
Ïåшêîâ 1976). 

И â наñòîяùåå âрåмя îñнîâнîé фаêòîр, 
лèмèòèруюùèé ÷èñлåннîñòь îрлîâ â рåгè-
îнå, – êраéнå нèçêая ÷èñлåннîñòь òарбага-
нîâ. Обèлèå îñòальнûõ ïèùåâûõ îбъåêòîâ 
ïîдâåржåнî глубîêèм мåжгîдîâûм êî-
лåбанèям, â гîдû дåïрåññèè îнè нå мîгуò 
îбåñïå÷èòь îрлам дîñòаòî÷ную êîрмîâую 
баçу. Â наñòîяùåå âрåмя ñуñлèêè, ïîлåâêè 
è ïèùуõа ñîñòаâляюò îñнîâу ïèòанèя îрлîâ 
â Äаурñêîé ñòåïè. Однаêî на у÷аñòêаõ, гдå 
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makes the main part of eagle’s diet. Up to 
9 marmot carcasses were found near some 
nests. All territories in Dauria inhabited by 
even few dozens of breeding pairs of mar-
mots are occupied by Steppe Eagle.

During the period of our observation, a 
significant reduction in the population num-
ber of Steppe Eagle was recorded in the late 
1990s and the first half of the 2000s, and a 
weak decline was observed in the second 
half of the 2000s. This was mainly due to 
the deterioration of the food base: extermi-
nation of marmots by poachers (especially 
in the Aginsk steppes), as well as a wide-
spread decline of the number of rodents 
and pikas because of a series of depressions. 
For example, at two monitoring plots (the 
northern vicinity of Lake Zun-Torei and the 
vicinity of the Budulan Village in the Aginsk 
steppe) in the early 1990s, 6 and 4 pairs of 
eagles lived respectively, in the second half 
of the 2000s: 3 and 1, in 2010 and 2015: 3 
pairs only at the first plot, in 2018: 2 on the 
first plot. By 2010, the marmots were com-
pletely exterminated within the vast area of 
the Aginsk steppes and the Steppe Eagles 
also disappeared. In the 2010s, an increase 
in the number of rodents and pikas was re-
corded in the South-Eastern Transbaikalia 
and an increase in the population of the 
marmot was also recorded at some places 
(with the exception of the Aginsk steppes). 
In the period 2010–2018, the number of 
Steppe Eagles in the South-Eastern Trans-
baikalia was generally stable (Barashkova 
et al., 2016; Goroshko, unpublished data). 
For the period 2010–2011, the population 
in the Southeast Transbaikalia was esti-
mated at 105–198 pairs (144 on average) 
(Karyakin et al, 2012) and 100–160 pairs 
(average 130) (Goroshko, 2012).

There are several other important threats 
to the eagle population: an electrocution 
of eagles on power lines (8 cases were re-
corded in 1990–2018), devastation of nests 
with eggs and nestlings by frequent spring 
grass-fires (10 cases), human persecu-
tion: destroying of nests by shepherds (7), 
shooting birds (5 cases). Many shepherds 
believe that eagles can prey on lambs. One 
case of collision with a train was recorded. 
Probably, in the years of intensive farming 
(1960–1980s), poisoning of eagles with 
rodenticides was also an important threat. 
In the 1990–2000s, there was a deep crisis 
in agriculture, so pesticides almost ran out 
of use; but since 2010s we observe a new 
turn in the use of pesticides, especially after 
2016.

òарбаган îбû÷åн, îн ïî-ïрåжнåму ñîñòаâ-
ляåò îñнîâу ïèòанèя îрлîâ; îêîлî гнёçд я 
наõîдèл îñòаòêè дî 9 îñîбåé òарбаганîâ. 
Орлû â Äаурèè îбяçаòåльнî îбèòаюò на 
âñåõ у÷аñòêаõ, гдå ïрèñуòñòâуåò õîòя бû нå-
ñêîльêî дåñяòêîâ ñåмåé òарбаганîâ. 

Â ïåрèîд мîèõ наблюдåнèé îòмå÷åнî 
çна÷èòåльнîå ñîêраùåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè 
îрлîâ â êîнцå 1990-õ è ïåрâîé ïîлîâè-
нå 2000-õ гг. è ñлабîå âî âòîрîé ïîлî-
âèнå 2000-õ гг., ñâяçаннîå â îñнîâнîм ñ 
уõудшåнèåм êîрмîâîé баçû: èñòрåблåнè-
åм òарбаганîâ браêîньåрамè (îñîбåннî 
маññîâî â Àгèнñêèõ ñòåïяõ), а òаêжå ïî-
âñåмåñòнûм ñîêраùåнèåм ÷èñлåннîñòè 
грûçунîâ è ïèùуõ èç-çа ñåрèè дåïрåññèé. 
Наïрèмåр, на дâуõ мîнèòîрèнгîâûõ ïлî-
ùадêаõ (ñåâåрнûå îêрåñòнîñòè îç. Зун-
Тîрåé è îêрåñòнîñòè ñ. Будулан â Àгèн-
ñêîé ñòåïè) â на÷алå 1990-õ гг. îбèòалî 6 
è 4 ïар ñîîòâåòñòâåннî, âî âòîрîé ïîлîâè-
нå 2000-õ гг. – 3 è 1, â 2010 è 2015 гг. – 3 
òîльêî на ïåрâîм у÷аñòêå, â 2018 г. – 2 
òам жå. На îбшèрнîé òåррèòîрèè Àгèн-
ñêèõ ñòåïåé òарбаганû ê 2010 г. èñòрåблå-
нû ïîлнîñòью лèбî мåñòамè îñòалèñь мåл-
êèå ïîñåлåнèя; ñòåïнûå îрлû òаêжå ïî÷òè 
ïîлнîñòью èñ÷åçлè. Â 2010-õ гг. â Югî-
Âîñòî÷нîм Забаéêальå îòмå÷åнî уâåлè-
÷åнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè грûçунîâ è ïèùуõ, а 
â нåêîòîрûõ мåñòаõ òаêжå òарбаганîâ (çа 
èñêлю÷åнèåм Àгèнñêèõ ñòåïåé). Â ïåрèîд 
2010–2018 гг., â Югî-Âîñòî÷нîм Забаé-
êальå â цåлîм ÷èñлåннîñòь ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ 
бûла ñòабèльна (Барашêîâа è др., 2016; 
Гîрîшêî, нåîïубл. даннûå). На ïåрèîд 
2010–2011 гг. îбùая ÷èñлåннîñòь âèда â 
Югî-Âîñòî÷нîм Забаéêальå бûла îцåнåна 
â 105–198 (â ñрåднåм 144) ïар (Каряêèн 
è др., 2012) è â 100–160 (â ñрåднåм 130) 
ïар (Гîрîшêî, 2012).

Ñуùåñòâуåò åùå нåñêîльêî âажнûõ 
угрîç: гèбåль îрлîâ на ЛЭÏ îò ïîражåнèя 
элåêòрîòîêîм (â ïåрèîд 1990–2018 гг. 
çафèêñèрîâанî 8 ñлу÷аåâ), гèбåль гнёçд 
ñ êладêамè è ïòåнцамè âî âрåмя ÷аñòûõ 
âåñåннèõ ñòåïнûõ ïîжарîâ (10 ñлу÷аåâ), 
ïрåñлåдîâанèå îрлîâ людьмè: раçîрåнèå 
гнёçд ÷абанамè (7 ñлу÷аåâ), îòñòрåл ïòèц 
(5 ñлу÷аåâ). Мнîгèå ÷абанû бîяòñя ñîñåд-
ñòâа îрлîâ, îïаñаяñь, ÷òî îнè будуò îõî-
òèòьñя на ягняò. Зафèêñèрîâан 1 ñлу÷аé 
òраâмèрîâанèя ïòèцû îò ñòîлêнîâåнèя ñ 
ïîåçдîм. Âåрîяòнî, â гîдû èнòåнñèâнî-
гî çåмлåдåлèя (1960–1980-å) îïаñнîñòь 
ïрåдñòаâлялî òаêжå îòраâлåнèå îрлîâ рî-
дåнòèцèдамè. Â 1990–2000-õ гг. èç-çа глу-
бîêîгî êрèçèñа â ñåльñêîм õîçяéñòâå ïå-
ñòèцèдû ïраêòè÷åñêè нå èñïîльçîâалèñь, 
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The restoration of the population of Si-
berian Marmot in the Daurian steppe is ex-
tremely important for the recovery of the 
population of Steppe Eagle. Establishing of 
nature protected areas is an effective way of 
restoring the marmots and for solving the 
whole complex of problems related to the 
conservation and restoration of the eagles 
as well. In this respect, a newly established 
extensive wildlife refuge “Dolina dzerena” 
has a great impact. An establishing of an-
other nature refuges in Aginsk steppe and 
in the Priargun steppe in the Kalgan District 
is a matter of time. An establishment of a 
wildlife sanctuary in the Krasnokamensky 
District is under discussion. It is also ex-
tremely important to eliminate electrocu-
tion hazard within the steppe area. This is 
undoubtedly one of the most important rea-
sons for the decline of the population of ea-
gles. We have recorded relatively few facts 
of the electrocution of Steppe Eagles on the 
power lines, due to a very small number of 
birds, and because of the absence or scarci-
ty of dangerous power lines in the places of 
the modern habitat of the eagles (perhaps 
the Eagles simply disappeared around dan-
gerous power lines). This problem has been 
effectively solved in the region since 2010 
(Goroshko, 2018 in the same edition).

нî â 2010-õ гг. наблюдаåòñя уâåлè÷åнèå 
îбъåмîâ èõ ïрèмåнåнèя, îñîбåннî çна÷è-
òåльнîå на÷èная ñ 2016 г.

Äля âîññòанîâлåнèя ÷èñлåннîñòè îрлîâ 
â рåгèîнå нåîбõîдèмî âîññòанîâèòь ïî-
ïуляцèю òарбаганîâ. Эффåêòèâнûé ïуòь 
для рåшåнèя âñåгî êîмïлåêñа ïрîблåм, 
ñâяçаннûõ ñ ñîõранåнèåм è âîññòанîâлå-
нèåм îрлîâ – ñîçданèå ООÏТ. Бîльшîå 
çна÷åнèå â эòîм îòнîшåнèè èмååò нåдаâ-
нî ñîçданнûé îбшèрнûé çаêаçнèê «Äîлèна 
дçåрåна». Âåдуòñя рабîòû ïî ñîçданèю çа-
êаçнèêа â Àгèнñêîé ñòåïè, на÷аòû рабîòû 
ïî ñîçданèю çаêаçнèêа â Ïрèаргунñêîé 
ñòåïè â Калганñêîм раéîнå, раññмаòрè-
âаåòñя âîçмîжнîñòь ñîçданèя çаêаçнèêа â 
Краñнîêамåнñêîм раéîнå. Чрåçâû÷аéнî 
âажнî òаêжå îбåçîïаñèòь ЛЭÏ â ñòåïнîé 
çîнå. Нåò ñîмнåнèя, ÷òî эòî îдна èç âаж-
нåéшèõ ïрè÷èн ñîêраùåнèя ÷èñлåннîñòè 
îрлîâ; ñраâнèòåльнî нåбîльшîå êîлè÷å-
ñòâî âûяâлåннûõ фаêòîâ гèбåлè ñâяçанî 
ñ рåдêîñòью âèда, а òаêжå ñ îòñуòñòâèåм 
èлè рåдêîñòью îïаñнûõ ЛЭÏ â мåñòаõ åгî 
ñîâрåмåннîгî îбèòанèя (âîçмîжнî, â 
îêрåñòнîñòяõ îïаñнûõ ЛЭÏ îрлû ужå ïî-
ïрîñòу èñ÷åçлè). Рабîòа ïî рåшåнèю эòîé 
ïрîблåмû эффåêòèâнî âåдёòñя â рåгèîнå 
ñ 2010 г. (Гîрîшêî, 2018 â эòîм жå èçда-
нèè).

Самка степного орла (Aquila nipalensis) с птенцами на гнезде, 8 июля 2015 г., массив г. Оджитуй. Фото О. Горошко.

Female of the Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) with nestlings in the nest, July 8, 2015, Odjitui mountain. Photo by O. Goroshko.


