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The World population of Western Osprey 
(Pandion haliaetus) include four subspecies: 
nominate P. h. haliaetus, American Osprey 
P. h. carolinensis (North America; vagrant in 
Europe) and P. h. ridgwayi. A fourth taxon 
is now generally considered a separate spe-
cies, Eastern Osprey P. cristatus. P. h. hali-
aetus is the subspecies breeding in Egyptian 
Red Sea. A new series of Osprey surveys 
started in early June of 2012 and ended in 
July of 2018. The main goal was to survey 
the local resident breeding Ospreys. We 
also visited three wintering areas in Malaha, 
Aswan and Lake Nasser. We found breed-
ing and nesting Ospreys in most of the 
visited Islands at the Red Sea, with nests 
located mostly on sand dunes but also on 
roof tops. A total of only 39 pairs were con-
firmed breeding in the Red Sea and South 
Sinai provinces, and 16 non-local Osprey 
were observed at the wintering sites, which 
make Egypt important as a stopover area 
for Osprey during migration. We found that 
Ospreys are territorial, and pairs start court-
ships and nest building from the first week 
of December in south of Egypt to the first 
week of January in north of Egypt. The Os-
prey’s nests are normally used in successive 
years by the same pair, adding new twigs 
every year. Osprey’s diet consists entirely of 
fish and they mainly forage at reef flats and 
reef edges, feeding chicks with preferred 
fish species. Birds from the resident Red Sea 
population tend to be distinctly smaller and 
lighter in plumage than birds from the Euro-
pean population. This fact was already not-
ed and a suggestion to separate subspecies 
was made. The main threat to the breeding 
population is a human disturbance on the 
Red Sea coasts and islands, as e.g. devel-
opment and building of new resorts at the 
coast.

A further artificial nests project at Red Sea 
Coast is highly recommended with the goal 
to replace the nests lost due to a tourism 
development, and to increase the Egyptian 
population to the previous level.

Â мèрå âûдåляюò 4 ïîдâèда ñêîïû (Pandi-
on haliaetus): нîмèнаòèâнûé P. h. haliaetus, 
амåрèêанñêèé P. h. carolinensis (Ñåâåрная 
Àмåрèêа; èçâåñòнû çалёòû â Åâрîïу) è P. 
h. ridgwayi. Чåòâёрòûé òаêñîн, îбû÷нî 
раññмаòрèâаåòñя êаê îòдåльнûé âèд, – âîñ-
òî÷ная ñêîïа P. cristatus. P.h.haliaetus – 
ïîдâèд, гнåçдяùèéñя â Åгèïåòñêîé ÷аñòè 
ïîбåрåжья Краñнîгî мîря. Ñ èюня 2012 
ïî èюль 2018 мû ïрîâîдèлè мîнèòîрèнг 
îñёдлîé гнåçдяùåéñя ïîïуляцèèè ñêîïû. 
Крîмå òîгî, бûлè îбñлåдîâанû òрè çèмî-
âî÷нûõ у÷аñòêа – Малаõа, Àñуан è îçåрî 
Наñåр. Мû нашлè ñêîïу на гнåçдîâанèè на 
бîльшèнñòâå îñòрîâîâ Краñнîгî Мîря. Иõ 
гнёçда раñïîлагалèñь ÷аùå âñåгî на ïåñ-
÷анûõ дюнаõ, рåжå на êрûшаõ ñòрîåнèé. 
Мû ïîдòâåрдèлè гнåçдîâанèå 39 ïар ñêîï 
è у÷лè 16 ñêîï, мèгрèрîâаâшèõ â мåñòа 
çèмîâêè, ÷òî гîâîрèò î òîм, ÷òî Åгèïåò 
èграåò âажную рîль îñòанîâî÷нîгî ïун-
êòа для ñêîï на мèграцèè. Ïарû на÷èнаюò 
ïрîцåññ ñïарèâанèя è ïîñòрîéêè гнåçда 
ñ ïåрâûõ нåдåль дåêабря â южнîé ÷аñòè 
Åгèïòа дî ïåрâûõ нåдåль янâаря â ñåâåр-
нîé. Ïара ñêîï îбû÷нî èñïîльçуåò îднî 
è òîжå гнåçдî на ïрîòяжåнèè нåñêîльêèõ 
лåò. Ïèòанèå ñêîïû ñîñòîèò èñêлю÷èòåль-
нî èç рûбû, êîòîрую îна дîбûâаåò над 
êîраллîâûмè рèфамè èлè ïî èõ ïåрè-
фåрèè. Ñêîïû, îбèòаюùèå на Краñнîм 
мîрå, çамåòнî мåньшå â раçмåрå è èмåюò 
бîлåå ñâåòлую îêраñêу, ÷åм ïòèцû èç åâ-
рîïåéñêîé ïîïуляцèè, на ÷òî ранåå ужå 
îбраùалîñь âнèманèå è бûлè âûдâèнуòû 
ïрåдлîжåнèя î раçдåлåнèè ïîдâèдîâ. Оñ-
нîâная ïрîблåма åгèïåòñêîé ïîïуляцèè 
ñêîï – эòî âûñîêèé фаêòîр бåñïîêîéñòâа 
ñî ñòîрîнû ÷åлîâåêа â ñâяçè ñ раçâèòèåм 
êурîрòîâ на ïîбåрåжьå Краñнîгî мîря è 
на îñòрîâаõ.

Мû ñ÷èòаåм нåîбõîдèмûм уñòанîâêу èñ-
êуññòâåннûõ гнåçдîâèé для ñêîïû на Краñ-
нîм мîрå â мåñòаõ, унè÷òîжåннûõ ïрè 
раçâèòèè òурèñòè÷åñêîгî бèçнåñа, ÷òî-
бû âåрнуòь ÷èñлåннîñòь ñêîïû ê бûлîму 
урîâню.


