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The White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucogaster) (WBSE) is the apex predator 
in its local food chain. It also could act as 
an indicator for measure the environmen-
tal integrity and richness in today’s tech-
no-world. Surveys have been carried out in 
the 106 km length region of the west coast 
of Raigad district in the state of Maharashtra 
between 2006 and 2016. 

Observations prior to 2008 showed that 
the WBSE’s nesting sites were exclusively 
limited to indigenous trees however since 
then nests have been regularly observed in 
exotic species too. 

New industrialization and shipbuilding 
projects in the northern parts of Raigad 
district have also led to a decrease in the 
number of observed nests. The increased 
population density in the proximity of these 
projects also pressurizes the local ecosys-
tem upon which the WBSE is dependent.

Additional threats for the WBSE include 
steadily increasing human activity in the 
coastal area and destruction of nesting 
sites under proposed projects and con-
ceived tourism development. New owners 
of long standing coconut farms have also 
adopted strategies which include cutting 
down long-standing trees like Tamarind 
Tamarindus indica, Baniyan Ficus bengha-
lensis, Wild Almond Prunus fasciculata, 
Mango Mangifera indica, Sativa Terminalia 
Terminalia bellirica, Arjuna Terminalia arju-
na, etc. in the pursuit of monocultures that 
increase their farm’s yield. However since 
the aforementioned trees provide valuable 
nesting sites for the WBSEs these methods 
end up being extremely detrimental to the 
ecosystem.

The Forest Department has also been 
planting Casuarina equisetifolia trees along 
the coastline in a bid to increase the attrac-
tiveness of the area and hence to promote 
tourism. However, in conjunction with the 
previously stated factors, this has led to a 
decrease in the total number of nesting sites 

Бåлîбрюõèé îрлан (Haliaeetus leucogaster) 
яâляåòñя âûñшèм çâåнîм â ïèùåâîé цåïî÷-
êå. Эòîò âèд òаêжå яâляåòñя èндèêаòîрîм 
цåлîñòнîñòè è раçнîîбраçèя îêружаюùåé 
ñрåдû â ñîâрåмåннîм òåõнîлîгè÷нîм мèрå. 
Иññлåдîâанèя ïрîâîдèлèñь на 160-êèлî-
мåòрîâîм у÷аñòêå çаïаднîгî ïîбåрåжья 
раéîна Раéгад â шòаòå Маõарашòра мåжду 
2006 è 2016 гг. 

Наблюдåнèя дî 2008 г. ïîêаçûâаюò, ÷òî 
мåñòа гнåçдîâанèя бåлîбрюõîгî îрлана 
бûлè îгранè÷åнû èñêлю÷èòåльнî абî-
рèгåннûмè дåрåâьямè, îднаêî ñ òåõ ïîр 
гнёçда рåгулярнî âñòрå÷алèñь è на эêçîòè-
÷åñêèõ âèдаõ дåрåâьåâ. 

Нîâûå ïрîåêòû ïî èндуñòрèалèçацèè è 
ïîñòрîéêå ñудîâ â ñåâåрнîé ÷аñòè раéîна 
Раéгад òаêжå ïрèâåлè ê умåньшåнèю êî-
лè÷åñòâа наблюдаåмûõ гнёçд. Уâåлè÷èâ-
шаяñя ïлîòнîñòь наñåлåнèя ïîблèçîñòè îò 
эòèõ мåñò òаêжå уâåлè÷èла даâлåнèå на 
мåñòную эêîñèñòåму, îò êîòîрîé çаâèñèò 
бåлîбрюõèé îрлан.

Äîïîлнèòåльнûå угрîçû для бåлîбрю-
õîгî îрлана âêлю÷аюò â ñåбя ñòабèльнî 
раñòуùую аêòèâнîñòь ÷åлîâåêа на ïîбåрå-
жьå è унè÷òîжåнèå мåñò гнåçдîâанèя для 
çаïрîåêòèрîâаннîé ïîñòрîéêè è раçâèòèя 
òурèçма. Нîâûå âладåльцû ñòарûõ êîêî-
ñîâûõ фåрм òаêжå ïрåдïрèнèмаюò уñè-
лèя ïî âûрубêå дåрåâьåâ-дîлгîжèòåлåé, 
òаêèõ êаê òамарèнд (Tamarindus indica), 
баньян (Ficus benghalensis), дèêèé мèн-
даль (Prunus fasciculata), мангî (Mangifera 
indica), êуêубõа (Terminalia arjuna), бèбõè-
òаêè (Terminalia bellirica) è ò.д., ÷òîбû ïîñå-
яòь мîнîêульòурû è ïîâûñèòь урîжаéнîñòь 
фåрмû. Однаêî, òаê êаê âûшåуïîмянуòûå 
дåрåâья – цåннûå мåñòа гнåçдîâанèя для 
бåлîбрюõèõ îрланîâ, òаêèå мåòîдû îêа-
çûâаюòñя ÷рåçâû÷аéнî раçрушèòåльнûмè 
для эêîñèñòåмû. 

Äåïарòамåнò лåñнîгî õîçяéñòâа òаêжå 
âûñажèâал êаçуарèну õâîùåâèдную (Casu-
arina equisetifolia) âдîль бåрåгîâîé лèнèè, 
÷òîбû ïрèâлå÷ь òурèñòîâ. Однаêî â ñâяçêå 
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and relocating of a few nests to the trees of 
this exotic tree species.

A decrease in foraging area, increase in 
pollution, palm plantations, industrialization 
and habitat destruction cause an undeniably 
negative effect on the survival of the WBSE. 
However, this decline in their numbers can 
be slowed and even reversed by reintro-
ducing tall indigenous tree species to allow 
the numbers of the WBSE to flourish.

ñ ïрåдûдуùèмè фаêòîрамè эòî ïрèâåлî ê 
умåньшåнèю мåñò гнåçдîâанèя è ïåрåнîñу 
нåêîòîрûõ гнёçд на эòîò эêçîòè÷åñêèé âèд 
дåрåâьåâ. 

Умåньшåнèå îõîòнè÷ьèõ угîдèé îрла-
нîâ, уâåлè÷åнèå êîлè÷åñòâî çагряçнåнèé, 
ïальмîâûå ïланòацèè, èндуñòрèалèçацèя 
è унè÷òîжåнèå мåñò îбèòанèя îêаçûâа-
юò нåîñïîрèмî нåгаòèâнûé эффåêò на 
âûжèâанèå бåлîбрюõîгî îрлана. Одна-
êî умåньшåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè мîжåò бûòь 
îñòанîâлåнî è дажå îбраùåнî âñïяòь ïу-
òём рåèнòрîдуêцèè абîрèгåннûõ âèдîâ 
дåрåâьåâ, ÷òî ïîçâîлèò ïîïуляцèè бåлî-
гîлîâîгî îрлана ïрîцâåòаòь.

Белобрюхие орланы у гнезда (Haliaeetus leucogaster). Фото И. Карякина.

Pair of the White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) near the nest. Photo by I. Karyakin.


