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In 2005, five nestling Imperial Eagles (Aqui-
la heliaca) were fitted with battery-powered 
GPS Satellite Transmitters (PTTs) in Slova-
kia to study their behaviour after fledging, 
two of them in the east and the other three 
in the west of the country. The PTTs (LC4s 
made by Microwave Telemetry, Inc. USA) 
had one of the batteries removed to reduce 
the weight, and weighed about 90g.

A total of 598 GPS fixes were received. 
The number of locations varied between 45 
and 244 per bird, the tracking periods be-
tween three months and one year. From a 
female (PTT 59281, “Stefani”), a total of 110 
GPS fixes were acquired during 23 August 
2005 – 26 August 2006. 

Two young females migrated to Greece 
and Turkey, respectively, while the three 
other young eagles dispersed, and only 
visited neighbouring countries. The young 
eagle that wintered in Turkey during1 De-
cember 2005 – 18 March 2006 about 44 
km NNE of Izmir, moved to north-western 
Italy in the spring. 

The behaviours between fledging and 
independence differed between birds and 
were sometimes surprising. Two young 
eagles moved within about 9 km of their 
nests, while the others moved up to 43 km 
away from theirs.

One of the young eagles (59281) was lo-
cated most of the time closer to the nest of 
another tagged eaglet (59284) than to its 
own. 59281 was located twice (7 and 26 
September) less than one kilometer from 
the nest of 59284, which was some 12.3 km 

Â 2005 г. ïяòь ïòåнцîâ îрла-мîгèльнèêа 
(Aquila heliaca) èç Ñлîâаêèè бûлè ïîмå-
÷åнû GPS òранñмèòòåрамè на баòарåéêаõ 
(РТТ) для èçу÷åнèя èõ ïîâåдåнèя ïîñлå 
âûлåòа èç гнåçда. Äâа ïòåнца бûлè ïîмå-
÷åнû на âîñòîêå ñòранû è òрè на çаïадå. 
РТТ мîдåлè LC4s ïрîèçâîдñòâа Microwave 
Telemetry, Inc., ÑШÀ, èмåюò на îдну баòа-
рåю мåньшå, для умåньшåнèя âåñа è âåñяò 
â èòîгå îêîлî 90 граммîâ. 

Ñуммарнî 598 GPS-ïîçèцèé бûлî ïîлу-
÷åнî. Кîлè÷åñòâî òî÷åê âарьèрîâалî îò 45 
дî 244 на îдну ïòèцу, а âрåмя ñлåжåнèя – 
îò òрёõ мåñяцåâ дî îднîгî гîда. Оò ñамêè 
PTT 59281, «Ñòåфанè» бûлî ïîлу÷åнî 110 
òî÷åê â ïåрèîд ñ 23 аâгуñòа 2005 г. ïî 26 
аâгуñòа 2006 г. 

Ïуòè мèграцèè дâуõ мîлîдûõ ñамîê лå-
жалè â Грåцèю è Турцèю ñîîòâåòñòâåннî. 
À òрè другèõ мîлîдûõ îрла раññрåдîòî÷è-
лèñь ïî ñîñåднèм ñòранам. Ïòèца, çèмî-
âаâшая â Турцèè ñ 1 дåêабря 2005 г. ïî 18 
марòа 2006 г. â 44 êм ê ÑÑÂ îò г. Иçмèр, 
âåñнîé улåòåла â ñåâåрî-çаïадную Иòа-
лèю. Ïîâåдåнèå îрлîâ мåжду âûлåòîм èç 
гнåçда è ñамîñòîяòåльнîñòью îòлè÷алîñь 
îò îñîбè ê îñîбè è ïîрîé удèâлялî. Äâа 
мîлîдûõ îрла ïåрåмåùалèñь â ïрåдåлаõ 9 êм 
îò èõ гнåçда, òîгда êаê îñòальнûå улåòалè 
ïрî÷ь îò гнåçда на раññòîянèå дî 43 êм. 

Одèн èç îрляò (PTT 59281) ÷аùå îòмå-
÷алñя блèç гнåçда другîгî ïîмå÷åннîгî 
îрлёнêа (РТТ 59284), ÷åм îêîлî ñâîåгî 
рîднîгî. Äâаждû (7 è 26 ñåнòября) РТТ 
59281 наõîдèлñя мåнåå ÷åм â 1 êм îò 
гнåçда РТТ 59284, ïрè òîм, ÷òî раññòîянèå 
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Молодой орёл-могильник (Aquila heliaca) с GPS/GSM-трекером. Фото М. Корепова.

Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) with GPS/GSM-datalogger. Photo by M. Korepov.

away from its natal nest, while 59284 was 
often far away. The question arises whether 
the visitor was fed by the neighboring pair.

Four young eagles became independent 
between the end of August and the begin-
ning of October, while a young male did 
not leave its natal nest area until mid-De-
cember.

None of the tags transmitted for the ex-
pected battery-life of about 18 months, and 
battery voltage remained high for all tags 
until transmissions ceased, suggesting that 
cessation of transmission was due to some-
thing other than battery failure. In the case 
of the eagle last located in northern Italy it 
could have been shot. Eagle 59280 last lo-
cated in Greece was later found dead in Slo-
vakia and might have been poisoned.

мåжду гнёçдамè ñîñòаâлялî îêîлî 12,3 êм. 
Â òî жå âрåмя РТТ 59284 îбû÷нî наõîдèл-
ñя дîâîльнî далåêî îò ñâîåгî гнåçда. Âîç-
нèêаåò âîïрîñ – ïîдêармлèâала лè òåррè-
òîрèальная ïара ïрèшлîгî ñлёòêа? 

Чåòûрå ñлёòêа îбрåлè ñамîñòîяòåль-
нîñòь мåжду êîнцîм аâгуñòа è на÷алîм 
îêòября. Одèн èç îрляò – мîлîдîé ñамåц 
– нå ïîêèдал ñâîåé наòальнîé îблаñòè дî 
ñåрåдèнû дåêабря.

Нè îдèн èç òрåêåрîâ нå ïрîрабîòал 
îжèдаåмîгî ñрîêа â 18 мåñяцåâ, îгранè-
÷åннîгî ïрîдîлжèòåльнîñòью рабîòû ба-
òарåè. Ïрè эòîм, çаряд баòарåè îñòаâалñя 
âûñîêèм âî âñåõ ïåрåдаò÷èêаõ дî ïрåêра-
ùåнèя èõ рабîòû, ÷òî гîâîрèò î òîм, ÷òî 
ïåрåда÷а ñèгнала ïрåêраòèлаñь ïî èнîé 
ïрè÷èнå, ÷åм âûõîд баòарåé èç ñòрîя. Ор-
лèца, êîòîрую â ïîñлåднèé раç çаñåêлè â 
ñåâåрнîé Иòалèè, âåрîяòнî, бûла çаñòрå-
лåна. Â ñлу÷аå îрла РТТ 59280, ïîñлåднèé 
ñèгнал îò êîòîрîгî ïрèшåл èç Грåцèè, а 
òруï бûл наéдåн â Ñлîâаêèè, ïрè÷èнîé гè-
бåлè мîглî бûòь îòраâлåнèå.


