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Migration Count of Steppe Eagle at Thoolakharka Watch Site, Nepal
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Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) is a globally 
endangered species that breeds at high lati-
tudes of Palearctic and winters in Africa and 
Indian subcontinent. Migration count from 
bottleneck sites along the flyways is an ap-
propriate method to monitor population of 
this species and other migrating raptors. In 
2012–2015, we carried out autumn migra-
tion count at Thoolakharka raptor migration 
watch site along the foothills of Annapurna 
Himalayan Range of Nepal to investigate 
population dynamics of migrating Steppe 
Eagle. Each year, migration of Steppe Eagle 
started from the first week of October and 
continued throughout the count until 8 of 
December. Every year, we observed high 
fluctuation in the total number of migrating 
Steppe Eagles that ranged between 8 684 
(in 2013) to 4 302 (in 2015). Similar results 
were observed in the proportion of juve-
niles (first year bird) 23.7% to 17.6%, sub-
adults (2nd to 4th year) 44.8% to 33.6% and 
adults (≥ 5th year) 48.8% to 34.9%. High 
fluctuation in the total count and the pro-
portion of age groups could have two pos-
sible reasons: 1) the actual change in pop-
ulation over different years and 2) changes 
in the actual migration route eagles follow 
depending on the local or regional weather 
conditions. For these reasons, we could not 
ascertain that the population of migrating 
Steppe Eagle at Thoolakharka watch site 
is actually declining. Therefore, we stress a 
long term monitoring of migrating Steppe 
Eagle population from Thoolakharka watch 
site in the future to investigate the real 
changes in population

Ñòåïнîé îрåл (Aquila nipalensis) – эòî глî-
бальнî угрîжаåмûé âèд, êîòîрûé гнåç-
дèòñя â âûñîêèõ шèрîòаõ Ïалåарêòèêè, 
а çèмуåò â Àфрèêå è на Индèéñêîм ñуб-
êîнòèнåнòå. Ïîдñ÷ёò ÷èñлåннîñòè на ïрî-
лåòå ÷åрåç гåîграфè÷åñêèå «буòûлî÷нûå 
гîрлûшêè» – эòî îдèн èç наèбîлåå òî÷нûõ 
мåòîдîâ мîнèòîрèнга ÷èñлåннîñòè ïîïу-
ляцèè эòîгî è другèõ âèдîâ мèгрèруюùèõ 
õèùнèêîâ. Äля èññлåдîâанèя ïîïуляцè-
îннîé дèнамèêè ñòåïнîгî îрла, мû ïрî-
âîдèлè ïîдñ÷ёòû мèгрèруюùèõ îñîбåé, 
èдуùèõ âдîль ïрåдгîрèé гîрнîгî маññèâа 
Àннаïурна на îñåннåм ïрîлёòå, ñ наблю-
даòåльнîé ïлîùадêè â Тулаõарêå ñ 2012 ïî 
2015 гг. Мèграцèя ñòåïнîгî îрла на÷èна-
лаñь åжåгîднî ñ ïåрâîé нåдåлè îêòября è 
ïрîдîлжалаñь дî 8 дåêабря. Мû наблюда-
лè ñуùåñòâåннûå флуêòуацèè â ñуммар-
нîм ÷èñлå ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ îò гîда ê гîду – 
îò 8 684 îñîбåé â 2013 г. дî 4 302 îñîбåé 
â 2015 г. Ïîдîбнûå жå рåçульòаòû îòмå÷å-
нû è â ñîîòнîшåнèè âçрîñлûõ ïòèц ñòаршå 
ïяòè лåò (îò 48,8% дî 34,9%), ïîдрîñòêîâ 
â âîçраñòå 2–4 гîда (îò 44,8% дî 33,6%) 
è ïåрâîгîдêîâ (îò 23,7% дî 17,6%). Эòè 
флуêòуацèя мîглè бûòь ñâяçанû ñ дâумя 
âîçмîжнûмè ïрè÷èнамè: ñ рåальнûмè èç-
мåнåнèямè â ÷èñлåннîñòè ïîïуляцèè èлè 
жå ñ èçмåнåнèямè â мèграцèîннûõ марш-
руòаõ â ñâяçè ñ лîêальнûмè èлè рåгèîналь-
нûмè ïîгîднûмè уñлîâèямè. Ïî эòîé ïрè-
÷èнå, мû нå мîжåм уòâåрждаòь, ÷òî нашè 
даннûå ñâèдåòåльñòâуюò î рåальнîм ñнè-
жåнèè ÷èñлåннîñòè ïîïуляцèè ñòåïнûõ 
îрлîâ, мèгрèруюùèõ ÷åрåç Тулаõарêу. И 
мû ïîд÷åрêèâаåм аêòуальнîñòь дîлгîâрå-
мåннîгî мîнèòîрèнга ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ, мè-
грèруюùèõ ÷åрåç Тулаõарêу, для èçу÷åнèя 
рåальнûõ èçмåнåнèé â ïîïуляцèè.


