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The IUCN has recently described the Steppe 
Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) as an endangered 
species under “very rapid recent declines 
across much of its range”. They relate this 
decline to changes in land use, power line 
collisions and electrocutions and poaching. 
A large portion of the Steppe Eagle popula-
tion is passing the bottleneck of Eilat Moun-
tains on their spring migration each year. 
This creates a substantial opportunity for a 
raptor count survey to monitor their popu-
lation trends. 

The team of the IBRCE used this oppor-
tunity and conducted a systematic raptor 
count for the last four consecutive springs, 
starting 2014 ongoing until now. The sur-
vey starts every first of February and is 
conducted daily until the 15th of May. Pro-
fessional bird watchers are arriving half an 
hour after sunrise to two stations in the Eilat 
Mountains where they conduct the count 
until half an hour before sunset. The two 
stations are 5 km apart and two observers 
are located at each station, performing a 
systematic count based on a written proto-
col. The same monitoring layout was used 
in surveys in the 70’s and 80’s. This enables 
us, to compare the data from then and now.

In the years 2014 to 2018 the average 
Steppe Eagle passage was 15039 per year. 
The standard deviance was 1656.8 which 
highlight the high effectiveness of the 
counting method.

In the years of 1977 to 1988 (5 survey 
years) an average passage of 18821 Steppe 
Eagles was counted, with a standard devi-
ance of 4478. 

In the years of 2014 to 2018, 95% of the 
eagles passed between the 10th of February 
and the 31st of March. Furthermore, 50% 
passed between the 23rd of February and 
the 6th of March and 33% between the 1st 
and 7th of March.

When we compare the results of the sur-
vey done in the 70’s – 80’s and the recent 
survey results we can see a decline in the 
Steppe Eagle passage in Eilat of 20.1% (ap-
proximately 30 years). 

Ñòåïнîé îрёл (Aquila nipalensis) ñîâñåм 
нåдаâнî âêлю÷ён â Краñнûé лèñò МÑОÏ 
(IUCN Red List) ñî ñòаòуñîм «âûмèраюùèé 
âèд» ïî ïрè÷èнå «î÷åнь бûñòрîгî ñнè-
жåнèя ÷èñлåннîñòè â нåдаâнèé ïåрèîд 
âрåмåнè на бîльшåé ÷аñòè арåала». Эòî 
ïадåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè ñâяçûâаюò ñ èçмåнå-
нèåм â çåмлåïîльçîâанèè, ñòîлêнîâåнèåм 
ïòèц ñ ЛЭÏ è ïîражåнèåм элåêòрîòîêîм, 
а òаêжå ñ браêîньåрñòâîм. Бîльшая ÷аñòь 
ïîïуляцèè ñòåïнîгî îрла êаждую âåñ-
ну ïрîõîдèò мèграцèîннîå «буòûлî÷нîå 
гîрлûшêî» â Эéлаòñêèõ гîраõ. Эòî даёò îò-
лè÷ную âîçмîжнîñòь для ïîдñ÷ёòа ÷èñлåн-
нîñòè îрлîâ è îцåнêè èõ ïîïуляцèîннûõ 
òрåндîâ. 

Кîманда Мåждунарîднîгî цåнòра на-
блюдåнèя è èçу÷åнèя ïòèц â Эéлаòå 
(МЦНИÏ) èñïîльçуåò эòу âîçмîжнîñòь è 
ïрîâîдèò ñèñòåмаòè÷åñêèå ïîдñ÷ёòû ÷èñ-
лåннîñòè ïåрнаòûõ õèùнèêîâ ïîñлåднèå 
÷åòûрå âåñнû ïîдряд, на÷èная ñ 2014 г. 
Ïîдñ÷ёòû åжåднåâнî âåдуòñя ñ 1 фåâраля 
ïî 15 мая. Ïрîфåññèîнальнûå наблюда-
òåлè ïрèбûâаюò â òå÷åнèå ïîлу÷аñа ïîñлå 
âîñõîда ñîлнца на дâå ñòанцèè â Эéлаòñêèõ 
гîраõ, гдå âåдуò у÷ёò, êîòîрûé çаêан÷èâа-
åòñя çа ïîл÷аñа дî çаêаòа. Ñòанцèè раñïî-
лîжåнû â 5 êм друг îò друга, наблюдåнèя 
âåдуòñя ïî дâîå. Âñå наблюдåнèя ïåрна-
òûõ õèùнèêîâ ïрîòîêîлèруюòñя â âèдå çа-
ïèñåé. Тî÷нî òаêая жå ñõåма èñïîльçîâа-
лаñь è â 70-õ è 80-õ гг. ХХ ñòîлåòèя, ÷òî 
ïîçâîляåò нам ñраâнèâаòь эòè даннûå. 

Ñ 2014 ïî 2018 гг. ñрåднåå ÷èñлî ñòåï-
нûõ îрлîâ на ïрîлёòå ñîñòаâèлî 15 039 
â гîд. Ñòандарòнîå îòêлîнåнèå ñîñòаâèлî 
1656,8 îñîбåé, ÷òî гîâîрèò î âûñîêîé эф-
фåêòèâнîñòè мåòîда ïîдñ÷åòа.

За ïяòь лåò â ïрîмåжуòêå ñ 1977 ïî 1988 
гîдû ñрåднèé ïрîлёò ñîñòаâèл 18 821 ñòåï-
нîгî îрла, ñî ñòандарòнûм îòêлîнåнèåм â 
4478 îñîбåé. 

Ñ 2014 ïî 2018 гîдû, 95% âñåõ îрлîâ 
ïрîлåòалè над Эéлаòîм â ïåрèîд мåжду 
10 фåâраля è 31 марòа. Бîлåå òîгî, 50 % 
âñåõ îрлîâ ïрîлåòалî мåжду 23 фåâраля 
è 6 марòа, è 33 % мåжду 1 è 7 марòа. 
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Степной орёл (Aquila nipalensis). Фото И. Карякина.

Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis). Photo by I. Karyakin.

The data from the resent survey shows 
that most of the Eagles pass in a very nar-
row time window between the end of 
February and the beginning of March. This 
finding can be interesting for future conser-
vation efforts. The Eilat raptor count shows 
a decline in the passage of Steppe Eagles of 
more than 20%. Hence we can support the 
described trend of decline in the population 
of Steppe Eagles and we can estimate the 
rate of declining. Due to the high standard 
deviance in the early years the survey needs 
to continue to ensure an improved data set. 
Therefore we will continue to monitor the 
Eagle’s passage in the coming years for an-
other four seasons (spring).

Ñраâнèâая ñîâрåмåннûå рåçульòаòû ñ 
даннûмè 70–80-õ гг., мîжнî âèдåòь ñнè-
жåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè ñòåïнîгî îрла на ïрî-
лåòå на 20,1 % (ïрèмåрнî çа 30 лåò).  

Нашè даннûå ïîêаçûâаюò, ÷òî ñòåïнîé 
îрåл лåòèò â î÷åнь уçêîм âрåмåннîм êî-
рèдîрå мåжду êîнцîм фåâраля è на÷алîм 
марòа. Эòè даннûå ñòîèò у÷èòûâаòь ïрè 
ïланèрîâанèè îõраннûõ мåрîïрèяòèé â 
будуùåм. Ïîдñ÷ёò ïåрнаòûõ õèùнèêîâ â 
Эéлаòå ïîêаçал ñнèжåнèå ÷èñла мèгрèру-
юùèõ ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ на бîлåå ÷åм 20%. 
Ñлåдîâаòåльнî, мû ïîдòâåрждаåм îïè-
ñаннûé òрåнд на ñнèжåнèå ÷èñлåннîñòè 
â ïîïуляцèè ñòåïнîгî îрла è мîжåм даòь 
îцåнêу òåмïам эòîгî ñнèжåнèя. Иç-çа âû-
ñîêîгî çна÷åнèя ñòандарòнîгî îòêлîнåнèя 
â раннèå гîдû, наблюдåнèя дîлжнû бûòь 
ïрîдîлжåнû, ÷òîбû улу÷шèòь èмåюùèéñя 
набîр даннûõ. Ñлåдîâаòåльнî, мû ïрî-
дîлжèм мîнèòîрèнг ïрîлёòа îрлîâ над 
Эéлаòîм åùё â òå÷åнèå ÷åòûрёõ âåñåннèõ 
ñåçîнîâ.


