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Raptors and Biology Conservation
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Condors, Caracaras and the Antisana Ecological Reserve: 
Have Recent Conservation Efforts Backfired!
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The 1993 creation of the 120,000 ha Antis-
ana Ecological Reserve (Ecuador) to protect 
the unique flora and fauna surrounding the 
Volcano Antisana continues to evolve. In 
1998, the La Mica dam was built to increase 
the capacity of Laguna La Mica and provide 
water for the Mica–Quito Sur Project. The 
Mica–Quito Sur Project is the result of an 
agreement between the Ecuadorian gov-
ernment, a conservation NGO, and a wa-
ter and sewerage company (EMAAP-Q) to 
protect a watershed, its fauna and flora, and 
provide freshwater for Quito Sur. However, 
recently population decreases have been 
observed and tabulated by eBird among 
Condor (Vultur gryphus) and Caracara (Ca-
racara plancus). The removal of cattle and 
sheep from the recently acquired Hacienda 
Antisana 4400 ha lot by EMAAP-Q in 2010 
and intensified efforts at fire-suppression 
across the Reserve appears to have trig-
gered these population declines. Cattle and 
sheep dung and their carcasses once con-
tributed significant nutrients to the land-
scape while the diversity and number of 
paramo fire-successional patches supported 
higher biodiversity. Initial data acquisition 
suggests condor and caracara observations 
are declining, though these could be due to 
these raptors searching for food beyond the 
reserve. In fact, condor breeding numbers 
in Antisana have remained stable.

Ñîçданèå â 1993 г. эêîлîгè÷åñêîгî çаïî-
âåднèêа Àнòèñана (ïрîâèнцèя Наïî, Эê-
âадîр) ïлîùадью 120 òûñ. га, ïрèçâаннîгî 
çаùèòèòь унèêальную флîру è фауну âî-
êруг âулêана Àнòèñана, ïрîдîлжаåòñя. Â 
1998 г. бûла ïîñòрîåна дамба Ла Мèêа, 
÷òîбû уâåлè÷èòь îбъåм лагунû Ла Мèêа 
è ïрåдîñòаâèòь âîду для ïрîåêòа Мèêа – 
Кâèòî Ñур. Эòîò ïрîåêò – рåçульòаò ñîгла-
шåнèя мåжду ïраâèòåльñòâîм Эêâадîра, 
ïрèрîдîîõраннîé нåïраâèòåльñòâåннîé 
îрганèçацèåé è êîмïанèåé ïî âîдîñнаб-
жåнèю è êаналèçацèè (EMAAP-Q) ïî çа-
ùèòå âîдîраçдåла, åгî флîрû è фаунû, è 
ïрåдîñòаâлåнèю ñâåжåé âîдû для Кâèòî 
Ñур. Однаêî, нåдаâнî ïî даннûм eBird 
бûлî çарåгèñòрèрîâанî умåньшåнèå ÷èñ-
лåннîñòè êîндîра (Vultur gryphus) è êара-
êарû (Caracara plancus). Лèêâèдацèя îâåц 
è рîгаòîгî ñêîòа на нåдаâнî ïрèîбрåòён-
нîм EMAAP-Q у÷аñòêå гаñèåндû Àнòèñана 
раçмåрîм â 4400 га â 2010 г. è уñèлåн-
нûå ïîïûòêè òушåнèя ïалîâ â çаïîâåднè-
êå, ïîõîжå, ñòалè ïрè÷èнîé ñîêраùåнèя 
÷èñлåннîñòè â ïîïуляцèяõ ïòèц. Наâîç è 
òруïû ñêîòа âнîñèлè ñуùåñòâåннîå êîлè-
÷åñòâî бèîмаññû â îêружаюùую ñрåду, 
а êîлè÷åñòâî è раçнîîбраçèå у÷аñòêîâ, 
ïрîéдåннûõ ïаламè, уâåлè÷èâалî бèîраç-
нîîбраçèå òåррèòîрèè. Ïåрâîна÷альнûå 
даннûå у÷ёòîâ ïрåдïîлагаюò, ÷òî êîндîрû 
è êараêарû ñòалè âñòрå÷аòьñя рåжå, õîòя 
эòî мîжåò бûòь ïîòîму, ÷òî эòè õèùнè-
êè ñòалè èñêаòь ïèùу çа ïрåдåламè çаïî-
âåднèêа. Ïîêа ÷èñлåннîñòь раçмнîжåнèя 
êîндîра â Àнòèñанå îñòаёòñя ïрåжнåé.


