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We tracked two young Steppe Eagles 
(Aquila nipalensis) that wintered in Oman 
during 2016–2017. In spring 2017 one bird 
travelled over 3700 km around the head 
of the Arabian Gulf, and summered in far 
western Kazakhstan. During the summer it 
made sometimes long excursions (>1500 
km). Beginning on 2 October, it migrated 
more than 2500 km south and settled for 
the winter 2017–18 in central Saudi Arabia, 
where it remained until 27 March, when it 
started its spring migration back to Kazakh-
stan. The other bird flew over 5300 km to 
2017 summering grounds in NW Kazakh-
stan. It wandered somewhat between Ka-
zakhstan and Russia for the summer, then 
in early September travelled over 4500 km 
and spent it’s the winter in SW Saudi Arabia, 
near the Yemen border. On 8 March 2018 
it started to migrate back to Kazakhstan. 
Neither bird summered in the same areas in 
both years; summering areas in 2018 were 
hundreds of km away from those in 2017. 
Both birds were caught on rubbish dumps 
in Oman, and wintered in Saudi Arabia 
on rubbish dumps. The rubbish dump that 
serves Salalah, in southern Oman, is regu-
larly used by a thousand Steppe eagles ev-
ery day, and on some days counts have ex-
ceeded 2000. Colour ringed Steppe Eagles 
and Eastern Imperial Eagles (Aquila heliaca) 
from nests in Russian and Kazakhstan have 
been observed at rubbish dumps in Arabia. 
Rubbish dumps, particularly in Arabia, are 
providing abundant food for scavenging 
birds of prey, and may be affecting the pat-
tern of wintering.

Мû îòñлåжèâалè дâуõ мîлîдûõ ñòåïнûõ îр-
лîâ (Aquila nipalensis), êîòîрûå çèмîâалè â 
Оманå â 2016–2017 г. Âåñнîé 2017 г. îдèн 
èç нèõ ïрåîдîлåл бîлåå 3700 êм, îгèбая 
Ïåрñèдñêèé çалèâ ñ çаïада ïî ïуòè на лå-
òîâêу на ñамîм çаïадå Каçаõñòана. Лåòîм 
îн ñîâåршал дîâîльнî длèннûå âûлåòû çа 
ïрåдåлû ñâîåгî лåòнåгî у÷аñòêа (бîлåå 
1500 êм). Â 2017 г. îн на÷ал îñåннюю мè-
грацèю 2 îêòября, ïрîлåòåл бîлåå 2500 êм 
на юг è ïрîâåл çèму â цåнòральнîé ÷аñòè 
Ñаудîâñêîé Àраâèè. Там îн îñòаâалñя дî 
27 марòа, ïîñлå ÷åгî на÷ал âåñåннюю мè-
грацèю îбраòнî â Каçаõñòан. Äругая ïòèца 
на âåñåннåé мèграцèè 2017 г. ïрîлåòåла 
бîлåå 5 300 êм ê мåñòу ñâîåé лåòîâêè â 
ñåâåрî-çаïаднîé ÷аñòè Каçаõñòана. Он 
ïрîâîдèл лåòîм âрåмя мåжду Каçаõñòа-
нîм è Рîññèåé, çаòåм â на÷алå ñåнòября 
ïрåîдîлåл 4500 êм è îñòалñя на çèмîâêу 
â югî-çаïаднîé ÷аñòè Ñаудîâñêîé Àраâèè, 
îêîлî гранèцû ñ Йåмåнîм. Âîñьмîгî мар-
òа 2018 г. îн на÷ал мèграцèю îбраòнî â 
Каçаõñòан. Нè îдна èç ïòèц нå лåòîâала â 
îднîм è òîм жå мåñòå. Лåòîâî÷нûå îбла-
ñòè â 2018 г. îòñòîялè на ñîòнè êèлîмå-
òрîâ îò мåñò, гдå ïòèца лåòîâала â 2017. 
Обå ïòèцû бûлè èçна÷альнî îòлîâлåнû на 
ñâалêаõ â Оманå, è çаòåм òаêжå çèмîâа-
лè на ñâалêаõ, òîльêî òåïåрь â Ñаудîâñêîé 
Àраâèè. Ñâалêè гîрîда Ñалала â южнîм 
Оманå åжåднåâнî èñïîльçуюòñя òûñя÷а-
мè ñòåïнûõ îрлîâ, а â нåêîòîрûå днè èõ 
÷èñлî ïрåâûшаåò дâå òûñя÷è îñîбåé. На 
Àрабñêèõ ñâалêаõ рåгулярнî îòмå÷аюòñя 
ñòåïнûå îрлû è îрлû-мîгèльнèêè (Aquila 
heliaca), ïîмå÷åннûå цâåòнûмè êîльцамè 
â Рîññèè è Каçаõñòанå. Ñâалêè, îñîбåннî 
арабñêèå, яâляюòñя èçîбèльнûм èñòî÷нè-
êîм ïèùè для ïòèц, ïîåдаюùèõ ïадаль, è 
мîгуò âлèяòь на îбùую êарòèну çèмîâîê.


