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DKOAOTU V3BECTUAM MPABUTEALCTBA CTPAH
IO>kHOM A3MM O HEOBXOAMMOCTM 3aripera
VICMIOAL3OBAHMS AMKAOChEHAaKa B BETEPUHAPUMN
B KayecTBe aHTMBOCMAAMTEALHOTO CPEACTBA.
EcAn He 3anpeTtnTh MCNoAb3OBaHME 3TOTO npe-
rnapara AAsl AOMALIHEro CKOTa, KOTOPbIN Mo-
€AQETCS MaAaAbIIMKAMM, TPY BUMAQ CUIMOB Ha
VIHAMIACKOM CyOKOHTMHEHTE CKOpPEE BCETO
MPEKPATSIT CBOE CyLECTBOBAHUE B OAMKAN-
wem Gyaymem.

HoBefiwme MccAeA0BaHMsl, OMyOAMKOBAH-
Hble B JKypPHAaA€ TMPUKAAAHOW 3KOAOTUM
(Journal of Applied Ecology), nokasaam, uto
rMoeAaHne cunamu Tyll AOMAIUHEro CKoTa,
3aPaKEHHLIX AMKAO(PEHAKOM AKE MeHee
yem Ha 1%, AoCTaToyHO, YTOOLI BLI3BATH Obl-
CTpO€e COKpaAlleHUe VX YUCAEHHOCTU, KOTO-
poe Habaloaaetcst B MHamM, TakucraHe u
Henane nocaeaHee aecsataeTne. 310 — rAaB-
Hasl Y, BO3MO>KHO, €AMHCTBEHHAs MPUYMHA
3TOro CokpauleHusi. Bpemsi yxoaut, u He-
OBGXOAMMO MPUHMMATL CPOYHLIE MEPDI AASI
COXPaHEeHUsl TpPex BUAOB CMMOB. [lpasu-
TEALCTBA, (PapMaLleBTUYECKME KOMMAaHUM,
BETEPUHAPDI, BAAAEADLILI AOMAIIHEro CKOTa
M MPUPOAOOXPAHHLIE OPraHM3aLMm AOAXK-
HbI AECTBOBATL BMECTE, YTOObI PEWMTD 3TY
npobaemy.

NccreaoBanust aoktopa AmMHACO Oakc ¢
KOAAEramm 13 (oHAA caricaHa, ormyOGAMKOBaH-
Hble B siHBape 2004 r. B >kypHaae «Nature»,
MoKasaau, 4To B MsICE AOMALIHEro CKoTa, Mo-
AYUYVBLIETO HE3AAOATO AO CMEPTU CTaHAQPT-
HYIO B BETEPVHAPHOW MPAKTUKE AO3Y AMKAO-
hbeHaKa, COAEPIKUTCSI CMEPTEALHOE AAST CUTIOB
KOAMYECTBO SIAA. DOABWMHCTBO CUMOB, OBHA-
PY>KE€HHbIX MepTBbIMM B [lakucraHe, nmean
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Ecologists are calling on South Asian gov-
ernments to ban veterinary use of the anti-
inflammatory drug diclofenac. Without ban-
ning use of the drug in livestock likely to be
eaten by vultures, mainly cattle and buffa-
lo, three species of vulture in the Indian sub-
continent are likely to become extinct in the
near future.

New research, published in the Journal of
Applied Ecology, shows that exposure of
vulture populations to a surprisingly small
proportion of livestock carcasses contami-
nated with the drug, less than 1%, is suffi-
cient to cause the rapid declines in vulture
populations observed in India, Pakistan and
Nepal over the past ten years. Significantly,
the study also showed that the proportion
of dead vultures with symptoms of di-
clofenac poisoning in the wild is close to
that expected if this was the sole cause of
the declines. Our study indicates that di-
clofenac poisoning is the main cause, pos-
sibly the only cause, of these vulture de-
clines, which are among the most rapid ever
recorded for any wild bird. Time is running
out if we are to save these species. Govern-
ments, drug companies, vets, livestock
owners and conservationists should act to-
gether now to solve this problem.

The research builds upon a study by Dr.
Lindsay Oaks and colleagues at The Per-
egrine Fund, published in Nature in January
2004, which showed that tissues of livestock
treated with the standard veterinary dose
of diclofenac shortly before death were le-
thal to captive vultures and that the major-
ity of wild vultures found dead in Pakistan
were contaminated with diclofenac and had
the same symptoms as the poisoned birds
in their experiments.
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Ipobrema Homepa

T€ >K€ CMMMNTOMBDI YTO U NTULILI, OTPABA€HHLIE
AVIKAOCPEHAKOM B XOA€ SKCMEepPUMEHTA.

Co CHW)KEHMEM YMCAEHHOCTU MOTMYASILIMIA
CUTOB TEPSIETCS MX KYABTYPHOE U SKOAOTU-
yeckoe 3HaueHue. [MpeacrtaButeAn OOWMHDI
[Napcn B MHamm 1 INakncraHe TpaaMLMOHHO
OCTaBASIIOT TeAQ YMEPLIMX AIOAEN Ha Cheae-
HME CUMam, OAHAKO CMMbl CTaAM CAMLIKOM
PEAKM M HE BBIMIOAHSIIOT TOW POAM, KOTOpast
OTBEAEHA MM B 5TOM 0bpsiae. B 6oAbLIMHCTBE
pPaioHOB VIHAMM, ra€ CKOT He MOeAaeTCsl
AIOALMM, CUMDLI UTPAAU BOKHEMILYIO POAL B
YTMAM3ALIMM TyLl MOrMOLWEro AOMALIHETO CKO-
1a. MIX OTCyTCTBME Yy>Ke MPUBEAO K YBEeAnYe-
HMIO CTall OAMYABLIMX COBAK, MOEAAIOWIMX
TPYMbl, U YBEAMHMEHMIO PUCKa PacripocTpa-
HEHMs1 OMACHLIX 3aOO0AEBAHMIA.

Mo pesyastatam mccaeaosanurit 2003 r.
O6uecrBa ecrectBeHHOM mctopun bombest,
4mcro BGeHraabckmx curos (Gyps bengalen-
sis) cokparnaoch Goaee yem Ha 99% c Hava-
Aa 90-x roaoB, a MHAMMCKMX cunos (Gyps
indicus) — Ha 97%. [NaaeHne YNCAEHHOCTU
MPOAOAKAETCSI 6blCprlMVl TEMITIAMU: MO AAH-
HbIM PoHaa cancaHa B MIHamu u Naxkucrane ¢
2000 no 2003 rr. ymcreHHocTs Gyps ben-
8galensis cokpamanach B cpeaHem Ha 50% B
roa, a Gyps indicus — Ha 22% B roa. Taoke
OueHb OLICTPO COKPAWAETCS] YNCAEHHOCTD
peakoro Gyps tenuirostris. Bce Tpu Buaa
BHeceHbl B Crncok Me>KAyHapOAHOTO Coto3a
oxpadbl npupoabl (IUCN) kak «kputnyeckun
yrpokaembie».

Mcnoab3oBaHue AMKAODEHAaKa B A€HEHUM
AOMAILUHEro CKoTa IMPOKO PAaCcipOCTPaHEHO
B BeTepuHapHoi npaxtuke Muamm u INaxkuc-
TaHa, 1, BEPOSITHO, HEOOXOAMMO AAUTEALHOE
BPEMSI AAsT TPEKPALLEHNsI €70 UCMOAL3OBAHMS
M, KaK CAEACTBME, UCKAIOYEHMSI U3 palmoHa
nasanbiMkoB. COrAaCHO MHEHMIO AOKTOpa
Acaaa Pamanu, ampektopa obwecrsa ecre-
crBeHHOM nctopum bombest: «byAeT TpyAHO
VICKAIOYUTL AMKAODEHAK M3 OKpy>Karollein
CpeAbl, TaK KaK OH HaKarAMBaeTCsl U coXpa-
HSIETCST B )KMBOM OPraHM3me AOCTaTOYHO AOA-
ro, a 3HAYUT BYAET ele HECKOABLKO AET OBHA-
PY>KMBaTbLCSl B MasaAbmmkax. [Nostomy
HEOOXOAMMO He30TAAraTeALHO HA4aTh Pa3Be-
A€HME CUTNOB B HEBOAE, B KQYECTBE MEPLI Mpe-
AOTBPAILEHMS] X MCHE3HOBEHUsI, AO TeX Top,
MoKa nepecraHeT CyLeCTBOBATh yrpo3a OTpas-
AEHMST AMKAO(PEHAKOM B AVIKOW MPUPOAE».

Haunboaee rnoaHast uHchopMaumst O CUTyaLmm
c aunamu B O>kHOM A3mm MMeeTCs Ha caTax
BirdLife International® n ®oHaa carnicaHa®.
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Vultures have considerable cultural and
ecological importance which is being lost
as their populations decline. The Parsi
communities of India and Pakistan relied
on vultures to consume the bodies of their
dead, but vultures are now too rare for
this to occur. In most parts of India, where
cattle are not eaten by people, vultures
played an important role by consuming
the carcasses of dead livestock. Their vir-
tual absence appears to have led to an
increase in feral dog populations and has
necessitated alternative methods of car-
cass disposal to reduce public health risks
from disease spread and non-avian scav-
enger population increases.

The most recent vulture population sur-
veys in India, carried out by the Bombay
Natural History Society in 2003, show the
number of oriental white-backed vultures
(Gyps bengalensis) has fallen by more than
99% since the early 1990s and the number
of long-billed vultures (Gyps indicus) has
fallen by more than 97%. These declines
continue at drastic rates: white-backed vul-
ture populations declined by an average of
50% in each year between 2000 and 2003
in both India and Pakistan (The Peregrine
Fund’s studies) and long-billed vultures in
India declined by 22% per year during the
same period. The rare slender-billed vulture
(Gyps tenuirostris) is also declining rapidly.
All three species have been listed as Criti-
cally Endangered, the highest level of ex-
tinction risk, by IUCN — The World Conser-
vation Union.

Diclofenac is widely used and distributed
for livestock treatment in India and Pakistan,
and is likely to take considerable time to
remove it from the vultures’ food supply.
According to Dr. Asad Rahmani, Director of
Bombay Natural History Society: “It will be
difficult to remove diclofenac from the en-
vironment until drugs that are safe for vul-
tures have been identified, so we urgently
need captive breeding of vultures as a pre-
caution until that has been achieved”.

The most full information on situations
with Vulture in South Asia there is on web-
site BirdLife International?® and Peregrine
Fund?®.



