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Sightings of Rare Eagles in the South Siberia
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И.В.�Каря±ин�(Центр�полевых�исследований,�Н.Нов�ород,�Россия)

Â 2000 ã. â õîäå ýêñïåäèöèè ïî Ìèíóñèí-
ñêîé êîòëîâèíå (Ðåñïóáëèêà Õàêàñèÿ), â
êîòîðîé ïîìèìî àâòîðà ïðèíèìàëè ó÷àñ-
òèå Þ.È. Êóñòîâ, È.È. Ëþáå÷àíñêèé, À.À.
Îðëåíêî è Ñ.Ì. Ïðîêîôüåâ, 23–26 ìàÿ

The confluence of the Cherniy Iyus and the
Beliy Iyus rivers, (the Republic of Khakasia)
totaling c. 1000 km2, was surveyed during
the period 23–26 May 2000. We found 10
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áûëî äåòàëüíî îáñëåäîâàíî ìåæäóðå÷üå
ðåê ×¸ðíîãî è Áåëîãî Èþñà. Â õîäå ðàáî-
òû íà ïëîùàäè îêîëî 1000 êì2 îáíàðóæå-
íî 10 ãí¸çä ìîãèëüíèêà (Aquila heliaca), 3
ãíåçäà áåðêóòà (Aquila chrysaetos), 3 ãíåç-
äà ñòåïíîãî îðëà (Aquila nipalensis) è 2
ãíåçäà áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêà (Aquila clanga)
è â îáùåé ñëîæíîñòè âñòðå÷åíî 46 âçðîñ-
ëûõ îðëîâ, îäèí èç êîòîðûõ, íàáëþäàâøèé-
ñÿ íàä îáøèðíîé çàòîïëåííîé ïîéìîé
ðåêè 24 ìàÿ, ïðèâë¸ê îñîáîå âíèìàíèå
(ðèñ. 1, ó÷àñòîê ¹ 1).

Ïòèöà ïðîëåòåëà íèçêî íàä êðîíàìè äå-
ðåâüåâ è áûñòðî ñêðûëàñü èç âèäà, òåì íå
ìåíåå, å¸ ñëîæåíèå è îêðàñêà áðîñèëèñü
â ãëàçà è çàïîìíèëèñü. Ïî ñâîèì ïðîïîð-
öèÿì ïòèöà íàïîìèíàëà áîëüøîãî ïîäîð-
ëèêà, îäíàêî îòëè÷àëàñü îò íåãî ñâåòëîé
îêðàñêîé íèçà. Â òîò ïåðèîä ìû îïðåäå-
ëèëè ïòèöó, êàê ñâåòëóþ ìîðôó áîëüøîãî
ïîäîðëèêà «fulvescens».

24 ìàÿ 2002 ã., â õîäå ýêñïåäèöèè ñ ó÷à-
ñòèåì Ý.Ã. Íèêîëåíêî, ïîõîæåãî îðëà
ñâåòëîé îêðàñêè ìû íàáëþäàëè íàä ïîé-
ìîé ð. Áåëûé Èþñ â 38 êì îò ìåñòà ïðåäû-
äóùåé âñòðå÷è (ðèñ. 1, ó÷àñòîê ¹ 2). Èç-
çà ñèëüíîãî ðàçëèâà ðåêè ãíåçäî, âîçëå
êîòîðîãî áûëà âñòðå÷åíà ïòèöà, íå ïîñå-
ùàëîñü, îäíàêî, ñóäÿ ïî çåëåíè â ëîòêå,
îíî áûëî çàíÿòûì (ðèñ. 2).

Â èþíå 2004 ã. ó÷àñòîê ¹ 1 ïîñåùàëñÿ
íàìè âíîâü. Íà ãíåçäîâîì ó÷àñòêå óäàëîñü
ñôîòîãðàôèðîâàòü ñàìöà è ñàìêó (ðèñ. 3,
íà çàäíåé ñòîðîíå îáëîæêè ôîòî ¹ 4–5
– ñàìåö, ¹ 6 – ñàìêà). Âíåøíå ïòèöû áûëè
î÷åíü ïîõîæè, õîòÿ ñàìêà îòëè÷àëàñü áî-
ëåå ñâåòëîé, ÷åì å¸ ìàõîâûå, îêðàñêîé
ñïèíû è âåðõà êðûëüåâ, êîòîðûå ïðè ýòîì
áûëè îäíîãî öâåòà ñ ãîëîâîé, ãîðëîì è
ãðóäüþ.

Ïîñëå äåòàëüíîãî ðàññìîòðåíèÿ ïòèö
ñòàëî ÿñíî, ÷òî ýòî íå ñâåòëàÿ ôîðìà
áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêà, èçâåñòíàÿ êàê
«fulvescens». Êàê ñëåäóåò èç îïðåäåëèòå-

nests of the Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca),
3 nests of the Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysa-
etos), 3 nests of the Steppe Eagle (Aquila
nipalensis) and 2 nests of the Great Spotted
Eagle (Aquila clanga). We also observed a
total of 46 adult eagles, one of which, ob-
served on 24 May was the most peculiar
(fig. 1, breeding area ¹ 1) in it’s propor-
tions which were that of a Great Spotted
Eagle, but distinguished from it by lighter
coloration of belly. Then we defined the bird
as A. clanga fulvescens.

On 24 May 2002 on the flood plain of the
Beliy Iyus river, 38 km from the point of the
first registration (fig. 1, breeding area ¹ 2)
we observed an eagle with a light plumage
which looked like the previous one. The
found nest was occupied (fig. 2).

In the June 2004 we surveyed breeding
area ¹ 1 once again. In the breeding area
we had a chance to take pictures of a male
and female (fig. 3, photos ¹¹ 4–5 – male,
¹ 6 – female – on the back cover). After
detailed consideration the birds were decid-
ed not to be A. clanga fulvescens. Accord-
ing to the field-guides (Clark, 1999; Hoyo
et all., 1994) the observed birds, resembled
a subadult Indian Tawny Eagle (Aquila ra-
pax vindhiana) (fig ¹ 9 on the back cover).

Ðèñ. 1. Êàðòà ãíåçäîâûõ
ó÷àñòêîâ íåèçâåñòíûõ
îðëîâ â Þæíîé Ñèáèðè

Fig. 1. The map of the
breeding areas of the un-
known eagles in South
Siberia

Ðèñ. 2. Ãíåçäî îðëà ¹ 2 â ïîéìå ðåêè Á. Èþñ (Ðåñ-
ïóáëèêà Õàêàñèÿ). Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà

Fig. 2. The nest of the eagle ¹ 2 in B. Iyus river-forest
(Republic of Khakasia). Photo by I. Karyakin
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ëåé (Clark, 1999; Hoyo et all., 1994 è äð.),
ïòèöû ïî ðÿäó ñîâîêóïíûõ ïðèçíàêîâ áûëè
ïîõîæè íà ïîëóâçðîñëîãî èíäèéñêîãî
ñòåïíîãî îðëà (Aquila rapax vindhiana) (íà
çàäíåé ñòîðîíå îáëîæêè ðèñ. ¹ 9, sad).

2 èþëÿ 2004 ã. îð¸ë, î÷åíü ïîõîæèé
íà ñàìöà ñ ó÷àñòêà ¹ 1, íàáëþäàëñÿ íàä
ïîéìîé ð. ×óëûì íèæå ñ. Êîïü¸âî íà
ãðàíèöå Õàêàñèè è Êðàñíîÿðñêîãî êðàÿ
(ðèñ. 1, ó÷àñòîê ¹ 3). Ïòèöà ñ äîáû÷åé
êðóæèëà íåêîòîðîå âðåìÿ íàä ðåêîé è
ñêðûëàñü â ëåñó.

29 ìàÿ 2005 ã. ñâåòëûé îð¸ë, ïîõîæèé
íà ñàìêó ñ ó÷àñòêà ¹ 1, íî ñ ðàçìûòîé ãðà-
íèöåé ðûæåãî è áåëîãî íà íèæíåé ÷àñòè
òåëà, áûë âñòðå÷åí â âåðõîâüÿõ ð. Áàèò
(ðèñ. 1, ó÷àñòîê ¹ 4).

Â ýòîò æå äåíü ìû ïîñåòèëè ó÷àñòîê ¹ 2,
íà êîòîðîì óäàëîñü ñôîòîãðàôèðîâàòü
ñàìöà (íà çàäíåé ñòîðîíå îáëîæêè ôîòî
¹ 2). Îò ïðåäûäóùèõ îðëîâ åãî îòëè÷àëè
êðóïíûå áåëûå ïÿòíà íà êðîþùèõ ñïèíû
è óçêèå îõðèñòûå êàéìû ïî êðàÿì ìàõî-
âûõ è áîëüøèõ êðîþùèõ êðûëà, à îñíîâ-
íàÿ îêðàñêà êðîþùèõ ïðèáëèæàëàñü ê îê-
ðàñêå êðîþùèõ áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêà.
Ïîäîáíûé îêðàñ ñïèíû ïðèõîäèëîñü ÷àñ-
òî íàáëþäàòü ó ñòåïíûõ îðëîâ 3–4-õ ëåò-
íåãî âîçðàñòà.

Òàêèì îáðàçîì, ìû ðàñïîëàãàåì âñòðå-
÷àìè îðëîâ, ëîêàëèçîâàííûìè â áàññåé-
íå ð. ×óëûì íà ãðàíèöå Õàêàñèè è Êðàñ-
íîÿðñêîãî êðàÿ, êîòîðûå íå ìîãóò áûòü
îäíîçíà÷íî èäåíòèôèöèðîâàíû íè êàê
áîëüøèå ïîäîðëèêè (íà çàäíåé ñòîðîíå
îáëîæêè ôîòî ¹ 1), íè êàê ñòåïíûå
îðëû (íà çàäíåé ñòîðîíå îáëîæêè ôîòî
¹ 3). Ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêè îíè çàíèìàþò
ïðîìåæóòî÷íîå ïîëîæåíèå ìåæäó íèìè
è áîëåå áëèçêè ê èíäèéñêèì ñòåïíûì
îðëàì (A. rapax vindhiana). Â òî æå âðå-
ìÿ â äâóõ âûâîäêàõ ýòèõ îðëîâ (ïî 2 ïòåí-
öà â êàæäîì) îêðàñêà ïåðâîãî ïóõîâîãî
íàðÿäà áûëà áîëåå áëèçêà ê îêðàñêå ïó-
õîâè÷êîâ áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêà (íà çàäíåé
ñòîðîíå îáëîæêè ôîòî ¹ 8), íåæåëè
ñòåïíîãî îðëà (íà çàäíåé ñòîðîíå îá-
ëîæêè ôîòî ¹ 7).

Ïðåäïîëîæåíèå î òîì, ÷òî â áàññåéíå
×óëûìà ëîêàëüíî ãíåçäèòñÿ èíäèéñêèé
ñòåïíîé îð¸ë, â óäàëåíèè íà 3000 êì îò
ñâîåãî àðåàëà â Èíäèè, è ýòî äî ñèõ ïîð
îñòàâàëîñü íåèçâåñòíûì, âûãëÿäèò áîëåå
÷åì ôàíòàñòè÷íî. Íå ìåíåå ôàíòàñòè÷-
íûì âûãëÿäèò ïðåäïîëîæåíèå î òîì, ÷òî
âñå âûøåïåðå÷èñëåííûå íàáëþäåíèÿ îò-
íîñÿòñÿ ê áîëüøèì ïîäîðëèêàì – àáåð-
ðàíòàì, êîòîðûå íàøëè äðóã äðóãà íà
òåððèòîðèè, ïëîòíî íàñåë¸ííîé ðàçëè÷-

On 2 July 2004 an eagle like the male from
area ¹ 1 was observed at the flood plain of
the Chulym river downstream from the Ko-
pyevo village at the border of the Khakasia
and the Krasnoyarsk Kray (fig. 1, breeding
area ¹ 3).

On 29 May 2005 a light eagle like the fe-
male from area ¹ 1, but with the unclear
border between rufous and white on the
belly, was observed at the upper Bayt river
(fig. 1, breeding area ¹ 4).

In the same day we visited area ¹ 2,
where we took pictures of a male (photo ¹
2 on the back cover). From other birds it was
distinguished by large white spots on the
back and narrow rufous borders on the ends
of the primaries. Steppe Eagles 3–4 years
old are often seen with similar plumage of
the back.

The registration of peculiar eagles took
place near the Chulym river on the border
Khakasia and the Krasnoyarsk Kray. These
eagles were not be determined exactly as
Great Spotted Eagles (photo ¹ 1 on the back
cover) or as Steppe Eagles (photo ¹ 3 on
the back cover), because according their
characters they fell into an intermediate po-
sition between Spotted and Steppe Eagles
and close to the Indian Tawny Eagles (A. ra-
pax vindhiana). Meanwhile the first down

Ðèñ. 3. Ñàìåö îðëà èç ïàðû ¹ 1 (ðåñïóáëèêà
Õàêàñèÿ). Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà

Fig. 3. The male eagle from pair ¹ 1 (Khakasia
Republic). Photo by I. Karyakin
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íûìè âèäàìè îðëîâ, ñðåäè êîòîðûõ ïëîò-
íîñòü áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêà ÿâëÿåòñÿ íàè-
ìåíüøåé. Áîëåå ïðàâäîïîäîáíûìè âûã-
ëÿäÿò äðóãèå ãèïîòåçû ïîÿâëåíèÿ ýòèõ
ñòðàííûõ îðëîâ â Þæíîé Ñèáèðè, íåî-
äíîêðàòíî âûñêàçûâàâøèåñÿ Âàëåðèåì
Äîìáðîâñêèì (Áåëîðóññèÿ), Èãîðåì Ôå-
ôåëîâûì è Âèêòîðîì Áåëèêîì (Ðîññèÿ)
â õîäå îáñóæäåíèÿ íàøèõ íàáëþäåíèé â
ýëåêòðîííîé òåëåêîíôåðåíöèè ðàáî÷åé
ãðóïïû ïî ñîêîëîîáðàçíûì è ñîâîîáðàç-
íûì (ÐÃÑÑ):

1. Äàííûå ïòèöû ïîÿâèëèñü â ðåçóëü-
òàòå ãèáðèäèçàöèè áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêà
è ñòåïíîãî îðëà, äîâîëüíî îáû÷íîãî íà
ãíåçäîâàíèè â Ìèíóñèíñêîé êîòëîâèíå,
ëèáî áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêà è èíäèéñêîãî
ñòåïíîãî îðëà, óâëå÷¸ííîãî íà ñåâåð èç
Èíäèè â ïåðèîä ïðîë¸òà çèìîâàâøèõ òàì
ñòåïíûõ îðëîâ è áîëüøèõ ïîäîðëèêîâ,
ãíåçäÿùèõñÿ â Þæíîé Ñèáèðè. Ýòà âåð-
ñèÿ ïðåäïîëàãàåò òî, ÷òî â íàñòîÿùåå
âðåìÿ ìû èìååì äåëî ñ ãèáðèäíûìè ïòè-
öàìè, ÿâëÿþùèìèñÿ ïîòîìñòâîì ýòîé
ïàðû. Òàê êàê èíäèéñêèé ñòåïíîé îð¸ë
áîëåå áëèçîê ê áîëüøîìó ïîäîðëèêó
ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêè è èìååò áëèçêèå ñòå-
ðåîòèïû ãíåçäîâàíèÿ (óñòðàèâàåò ãí¸çäà
íà äåðåâüÿõ â ëåñàõ ñàâàííîãî òèïà), âòî-
ðîå ïðåäïîëîæåíèå âûãëÿäèò áîëåå óáå-
äèòåëüíûì, ó÷èòûâàÿ åù¸ è ñõîæåñòü íà-
áëþäàåìûõ ïòèö ñ èíäèéñêèìè ñòåïíûìè
îðëàìè 3–4-õ ëåòíåãî âîçðàñòà.

2. Äàííûå ïòèöû ýêñïðåññèðîâàëè íåêî-
òîðûå ÷åðòû ïðåäêîâûõ ôîðì îðëîâ, íà-
ñåëÿâøèõ Àçèþ â ïðîøëîì è äàâøèõ ñî-
âðåìåííûå âèäû îðëîâ (èíäèéñêîãî
(Aquila hastata) è áîëüøîãî ïîäîðëèêîâ,
èíäèéñêîãî (A. rapax vindhiana) è âîñòî÷-
íîãî (A. nipalensis nipalensis) ñòåïíûõ îð-
ëîâ). Ýòà âåðñèÿ ïðåäïîëàãàåò òî, ÷òî â íà-
ñòîÿùåå âðåìÿ ìû èìååì äåëî ñ
ïîòîìñòâîì ïàðû ïîäîáíûõ ïòèö.

Òàê èëè èíà÷å, âîïðîñ î âèäîâîé ïðè-
íàäëåæíîñòè è ïðîèñõîæäåíèè îïèñûâà-
åìûõ ïòèö îñòà¸òñÿ îòêðûòûì è òðåáóåò
äàëüíåéøåãî èçó÷åíèÿ. Ýòèì æå ñîîáùå-
íèåì õî÷åòñÿ îáðàòèòü âíèìàíèå îðíèòî-
ëîãîâ, ðàáîòàþùèõ â Þæíîé Ñèáèðè, âíè-
ìàòåëüíåå îòíîñèòüñÿ ê âñòðå÷àì îðëîâ,
îñîáåííî èäåíòèôèöèðóåìûì êàê ñòåï-
íûå îðëû èëè áîëüøèå ïîäîðëèêè ñâåòëîé
ìîðôû, òàê êàê ýòè ïòèöû ìîãóò îêàçàòüñÿ
ïîäîáíûìè òåì, ÷òî îïèñàíû â äàííîì
ñîîáùåíèè. Âîçìîæíî, ýòî ïîçâîëèò íà
øàã áëèæå ïîäîéòè ê ðàçãàäêå èõ ïðîèñ-
õîæäåíèÿ.

Êîíòàêò (10).

plumage of the nestlings of these eagles is
closer to the Great Spotted Eagle (photo ¹
8 on the back cover) than that of the Steppe
Eagles (photo ¹ 7 on the back cover).

The assumption that at the Chulym river
the Indian Tawny Eagle breed at a distance
of 3000 km of its range in India, and the fact
that this has not yet been recorderd, looks
improbable. Another assumption that all re-
corded birds are aberrantes of the Great
Spotted Eagle and were found in the terri-
tory inhabited by other species of eagles
where the density of the Great Spotted Ea-
gle is minimal is no less preposterous. There
is another hypothesis of the presence of
these strange eagles in South Siberia which
has been repeatedly suggested by Valeriy
Dombrovskiy (Belorussia), Igor Fefelov and
Viktor Belik (Russia) as expressed by elec-
tronic teleconferences on the East Europe
and North Asia Working Group on Birds of
Prey and Owls (WGBPO):

1. These birds are a result of hybridization
of the Great Spotted Eagle and the Steppe
Eagle, which is a common breeding species
in the Minusinsk Depression, or the Great
Spotted Eagle or a stray Indian Tawny Ea-
gle, which was led away from the north of
India during the period of migrations of the
Steppe Eagles wintering there, or the Great
Spotted Eagles. This hypothesis suggests a
hybrid origin of the observed birds.

2. These birds display some features of
proto-eagles, which inhabited Asia long ago
and were common ancestors of the recent
species of eagles (Indian Spotted Eagle (Aq-
uila hastata), Great Spotted Eagle, Indian
Tawny Eagle (A rapax vindhiana) and Ori-
ental (A nipalensis nipalensis) Steppe Eagle).

What species of the birds belong to and
their origin is still unknown and requires fur-
ther study. This report is aiming to attract
the attention of ornithologists working in
South Siberia to the sightings of eagles, iden-
tified as Steppe Eagles or pale forms of the
Great Spotted Eagle, because these birds
could be similar to the ones described here.
More data on such birds means a better
chances to solve this ornithological puzzle.
Contact (10).
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