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CrenHasi 30Ha 3aHMMAeT MOYTU MOAOBUHY TEP-
putopun YKpauHbl U pacrioAaraeTcsl oykHee
YCAOBHOM AMHUM KnineHés — XapLKOB BNAOTL
A0 cuctemnl Kpoimckux rop Ha tore Kpbim-
CKOTO TMOAyOCTpoBa. M XOTsl HamMOOAbluast
YMCAEHHOCTL MOTUALHUMKA (Aquila heliaca) Ha
YKpanHe Bceraa otMevyanach B A€COCTENHOM
30He U B ropHOM KpbIMy, B CTEMHOW 30He BCé
>Ke OLIAO M3BECTHO ABA MECTa MOCTOSIHHOTO
FHE3AOBaHMSI DKOAOTMYECKONW TPYMNMUpPOBKU
BUAQ, THE3ASILIENCS B BOCTOYHOM YacTu cTpa-

Hbl HA Teppacax KPYMHLIX PekK, B CTapbIX CO-
CHOBLIX BOpax Ha BepXylKax COCEH. JTo,
npexkae Bcero, Teppaca p. CeBepckuit
AoHeu mexxay r. Yyryes u r. M3iom Xapn-
KOBCKOM obaact n «CamapCKkuili Aec» o
p. Camapa B AHenporneTpoBckoi obAacTu
(3yb6aposcbkuii, 1977) (puc. 1).
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Puc. 1. PacnpocrpaHeHne opaa-mormabHuKa (Aquila heliaca) B crenHoii 30He
YKpaunHbl. YCAOBHbIE 0603Ha4Y€HMs: 1 — OCHOBHOM THE3AOBOM APEAA B AECOCTEMMU

(A) 1 KpbIMCKux ropax (B), 2

— U3BECTHDLIE MeCTa NMOCTOSIHHOIO rHE3A0OBAaHU OpPAa B

CTapbIX CTEMHbIX 60pax, 3 — rHE3AOBbIE TEPPUTOPUM, HAVIAEHHDbIE C KOHLA 90-X IT.

Fig. 1. Distribution of the Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) in the steppe zone

of Ukraine. Labels: 1 — breeding range in the forest-steppe (A) and Crimean
Mountains (B), 2 — known permanent nesting sites of eagles in old pine forests in
steppe, 3 — breeding territories were found from the end of 1990™

The steppe zone covers almost a half of
Ukrainian area stretching to the south of
a conditional line Kishinev — Kharkiv until
the Crimean Mountains in the south of the
Crimean Peninsula. In spite of the fact that
the highest numbers of the Imperial Eagle
(Aquila heliaca) in Ukraine were always reg-
istered in a forest-steppe zone and moun-
tainous part of the Crimea, two permanent
breeding territories of an ecological group of
this species are also known for the steppe
zone in East Ukraine where birds breed on
terraces of large rivers, on tops of pine-trees
in old pine stands. These breeding territories
above all are the Seversky Donets river ter-
race (between the cities of Chuguyev and
Izyum in the Kharkiv district) and the Samar-
sky Forest along the Samara river in the Dnie-
propetrovsk district (Zubarovsky, 1977).

Over the period 1950-70s numbers of
many rare bird species decreased the same
as the Imperial Eagle. It was contributed by
felling in old parts of forests, shooting of
birds, excessive use of pesticides in agricul-
ture and reducing numbers of suslik, which
is the main prey of the Imperial Eagle in a
steppe zone of the country.

During 1980-90s the numbers appar-
ently stabilized and even a little increased
because of occupying both former habitats
and new rather large areas of pine stands
with trees close to their mature age. In this
period two new pairs of the Imperial Eagle
were for the first time found in Lugansk
(Vetrov, 1991), and few adult birds were re-
corded in breeding habitats in the Donetsk
and Lugansk districts.

Breeding success of these two groups of
the species probably adds to distribution of
young birds and development of breeding
pairs during last years in a relatively sparse-
forested interfluvial area of the Dnieper and
Seversky Donets. This fact is possibly the
evidence of beginning restoration of the
former integrity of the range of the Imperial
Eagle. Itis also proved by new nest finds out-
side the pine-forest terrace in East Ukraine
in the Donetsk and Kharkiv districts. Thus, in
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THe3r0 mornabHMKa (Aquila heliaca) B rpynne aepesbes.
doro B. Berposa

Nest of the Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliaca) in the group of trees.
Photo by V. Vetrov

B 1950-70-x rr. Nnpou3oWAO CUALHOE CO-
KpawleHne YUCAEHHOCTM MHOTUX PEAKUX BU-
AOB MNTUL, B TOM YNCAE U MOTUALHUKA. DTOMY
crnoco6crBoBaAa BLIPYOKA CTapbiX Y4acTKOB
Aeca, OTCTPEeA MTUL, Ype3MepPHOoe NMpuMeHe-
HME SIAOXMMMKATOB B CEALCKOM XO3SIACTBE U
CHM>KEHUE YMCAEHHOCTU CYyCAMKA — OCHOBHO-
ro KOPMOBOro 06LEKTA MOTMALHMKA B CTEN-
HO 30HE CTpaHbI.

B 1980-90-x IT. OYEBMAHO MNPOM3OLIAQA
cTabuAM3aLMsT  YNCAEHHOCTU, U  HAYaAOCh
A&KE HEKOTOPOE €€ yBeAMYeHUe 3a CHET 3a-
CeAeHMs1 MeCT ObLIBIIero obuUTaHusl U HOBDLIX,
AOBOABLHO GOALIIMX TEPPUTOPUNA COCHSIKOB,
AOCTUTaloWMX CrEeAOro Bo3pacta. B ato Bpe-
Ms1 6LIAO HAAEHO ABE HOBLIX Mapbi MOTUAL-
HUKOB B AyraHckoi oOA., HEU3BECTHLIX Pa-
Hee (BetpoB, 1991) 1 oTMeY4EHO HECKOALKO
B3POCALIX MTUL B AOHeLKOW M AyraHckoin
OBA. B THE3AO0BLIX BUOTOMNAX.

YCNewHOCTL THE3AOBAHMSI 3TUX ABYX IPyr-
NUPOBOK BUAA, BEPOSITHO, CMOCOBCTBYET pac-
CEAEHMIO MOAOAHSIKA M OB PA30BAHUIO THE3AO-
BbIX MAP B MOCAEAHME TOAbI HA CPABHUTEALHO

THe3A0 MornAbHMKa B Aecorioaoce. Poto B. Betposa

Nest of the Imperial Eagle in the forest-line. Photo by V. Vetrov

late 1990s in such areas there were found 3
pairs of the Imperial Eagle at the same time
(Kharkiv district). One of them (fig. 1, p. 1)
was in the group of trees among meadows
in the lower reaches of the Bereka river (lzy-
um region), two other pairs bred in small
gully forests located in steppe gullies in the
Barvenkovsky region (fig. 1, p. 2, 3).

During the last decade we observe con-
tinuing dispersion of the Imperial Eagle in
sparse-forested areas of the steppe zone
where they occupy such a new ecologi-
cal niche as forest belts. These forest belts
were mostly planted in 1950-60s, and now
the trees are mature. Checking inquiry data
in 2006-2007 we proved the breeding of
6 pairs of the Imperial Eagle in forest belts
at the same time. Of them two pairs were
found in the Kharkiv district (fig. 1, p. 4, 5),
one in the Donetsk district (6) and three in
the steppe Crimea (8-10). Another pair was
found in the Lozovsky region of the Kharkiv
district during the joint Ukrainian-Hungarian
expedition in 2006.

As for the ecological group of the Impe-
rial Eagle, inhabiting old oak forests in the
forest-steppe zone of Central Ukraine for a
long time, we can say that now it is appar-
ently depressed. That is why we still do not
observe any dispersion of breeding pairs to
the regions of the steppe zone neighboring
to this group (Odessa, Mykolayiv and Ky-
rovograd districts). In spite of the fact that we
have data about breeding of at least 4 pairs
very near to the steppe zone, the Imperial
Eagle is not found there yet. The only record
of an adult bird was in 2002 in the north of
Nykolayiv district (Bratsky region), but char-
acter of its staying remained unclear.

Thus, now in the steppe zone of Ukraine
there is a stable group of the Imperial Eagle
in eastern regions with total numbers not
less than 50 pairs, including pairs which
settle in forest belts (at least 10 pairs). Also
not less than 5-10 pairs breed in the steppe
Crimea. In addition we should note that in
recent years we constantly observe there
summering eagles (subad), that probably
is an evidence of continuing dispersion of
the species also in the south of the steppe
zone. In the rest of the area the Imperial Ea-
gle actually does not breed at all or is very
rare (regions adjacent to the forest-steppe
zone to the south-west of the Dnieper). We
estimate the total numbers of this species in
the steppe zone as at least 60 pairs. This fig-
ure exceeds our previous estimation of the
Imperial Eagle for Ukraine in whole (Vetrov,
1996).
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BbiBOAOK M3 YeTbIpEX NMTEHLUOB MOrMAbHMKA. Poto B. Betposa

Brood of four chicks of the Imperial Eagle. Photo by V. Vetrov

MAAOODAECEHHOM TEPPUTOPUMN MEXKAYPEULE
p. AHernip u p. CeBepckuit AoHel, 4YTO, BO3-
MO>KHO, CBMAETEALCTBYET O HayaBLIEMCS] BOC-
CTAaHOBAE€HUM HEKOrAa LIEALHOTO apeara Mo-
I'MALHUKA, B TOM YMCAE U B CTEMHOM 30HE. ITO
MOATBEPIKAAETCSI HOBLIMM THE3AOBLIMU Ha-
XOAKamMM BHe GOPOBOVi TeppPAachl HA BOCTOKE
YKpauHbl Ha Tepputopumn AoHeLKon n Xapb-
KOBCKOM obAacteit. Tak, B kKoHue 1990-x IT. B
MOAOBHDIX MECTax ObIAM HAMAEHBI Cpasy Tpy
napbl MOTMAbLHMKA (B XapbKOBCKOM 0OAACTH).
OaHa 3 Hux (puc. 1, 1. 1) — B rpynne oaun-
HOYHLIX A€PEBLEB CPEAM AYTOB B HU3OBDLSIX
p. bepeka (M3tomckuin paioH), ABe APYrux
THE3AVAMCH B HEOOABLIIMX BalpayHbIX Aecax
B cTenHbix H6arkax bapBEHKOBCKOro pamoHa
(puc. 1, 1. 2, 3).

B nocaeaHee aecsatmaeTe Mol oTMEYaem
MPOAO/KAIOLIEECs] PACCeAEHNE MOTVALHUKA B
MAAOOBAECEHHDIX PaioHAX CTEMHOM 30HbI 3a
CYET 3aCeAEHMsT HOBOWM 3KOAOTMHYECKOM HULLIM
— AECOMOAOC, KOTOPbLIE B GOALIIMHCTBE ObLIAM
rnocaxkeHnl B 1950-60-X IT. MPOLAOTO CTOAe-
TUS1 U ceiidac AOCTUTAM CreAoro Bo3pacra. B
200607 rr., npoBepsisi ONPOCHLIE AAHHDLIE,

CAETKM MorMAbHMKA B rHe3ae. doro B. Berposa

Fledglings of the Imperial Eagle in the nest. Photo by V. Vetrov

MbI MOATBEPAVAM THE3AOBAHME B AECOMOAOCAX
cpasy 6 nap MorMAbHMKa. M3 HMX ABe mapbl
HalaeHbl B XapbKoBCkoi obaactv (puc. 1, T.
4, 5), oaHa — B AoHeLkom (6) v Tpu — B CTen-
HoM Kponimy (8—-10). Emé oaHa napa (7) 6uiaa
HariaeHa B /AO30BCKOM parioHe XapbKOBCKOM
OOA. BO BpEMsI COBMECTHOM YKPaMHCKO-
BeHrepckomn akcneamumm B 2006 r.

Yro KacaeTcst 5SKOAOrM4YeCKOM rpynMnMpoOBKU
MOTMABHMKA, U3AABHA OOMTaIOWEN B CTapbiX
AybpaBax A€COCTEMHOM 30HDLI LIEHTPAALHOM
yactm YKpauHbl, TO ceiiHac, OYEBUAHO, OHa
HaXOAUTCS1 B YTHETEHHOM COCTOsIHMM. [1oaTo-
My Mbl [TOKA HE HAGAIOAAEM AUCTIEPCUM THES-
AOBbLIX Map Ha TEPPUTOPUM NMPUMbIKAIOWMX K
3TOM TPYNNMPOBKE OBAACTEN CTEMHON 30HDI
(Oaecckom, Hukonaaesckom n Kuposorpaa-
ckoi). VI He cMoTpsl Ha TO, YTO Mbl pPacro-
Aaraeém AAHHLIMM O THE3AOBAHMM MUHUMYM
YeTLIPEX Map B HEMOCPEACTBEHHOM BAM30CTU
OT CTEMHOM 30HbI, MOTMABLHMK 3A€Ch MOKa He
HaviaeH. EAMHCTBEHHasi BCTpeda B3pOCAOi
nTvubl otmeyeHa B 2002 r. Ha ceBepe Huko-
AaeBCKOM OBA. (DpaTtckuii p-H), HO XapakTep
€& npebbiBaHMsl OCTAACS] HEBLISICHEH.

Takum 0oBpasom, ceifyac B CTEMHOM 30HE
YKpauHbl CyllecTByeT YCTOMYMBasl rpyrnm-
POBKA MOTMALHMKA B BOCTOYHBIX OOAACTSIX
C OblWell YNCAEHHOCTbIO He MeHee 50 nap,
BKAIOYasl Mapbl, PacCeAsioMecs: No Aecomno-
Arocam (He meHee 10). Emé He meHee 5-10
nap rHesamrcst B crernHom Kpbimy. Kpome
TOTO, CA€AYEeT OTMETUTb, YTO B MOCA€AHUE
TOALI Mbl MTOCTOSIHHO OTMEYaeM 3AeCh AETYIO-
LUIMX MOAOAbLIX OPAOB, YTO, BEPOSITHO, CBMAE-
TEALCTBYET O MPOAOAKAIOILEMCST PACCEAEHUM
BMAAQ M Ha tore cTernHo 3oHbl. Ha ocraabHoM
TEPPUTOPMM MOTMALHMK TMOKa AMOO BOBCE
HE THE3AUTCsI, AMOO O4YeHL PEAOK (PaloHDI,
MPUMBIKAIOIIME K AECOCTEMNHOM 30HE Ha I0ro-
3anaa ot Axeripa). Obwas >Ke YNCAEHHOCTD
BMAAQ B CTEIMHOM 30HE OLIEHUBAETCSl HAMU He
meHee yem B 60 nap, 4TO MpeBbIAeT Halm
MPEeXKHME OLIEHKU YUCAEHHOCTM MOTMALHMKA
B LeAroM o YkpauHe (Vetrov, 1996).
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