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Àáñòðàêò
Â ñòàòüå îáñóæäàþòñÿ âîïðîñû ãåîãðàôè÷åñêîé èçìåí÷èâîñòè áàëîáàíà (Falco cherrug) è åãî ïîäâèäîâîé ñè-
ñòåìàòèêè. Íà îñíîâàíèè ëèòåðàòóðíûõ äàííûõ è ïîëåâûõ íàáëþäåíèé àâòîðà îáñóæäàåòñÿ âûäåëåíèå âîñüìè 
ïîäâèäîâ â àðåàëå áàëîáàíà: îáûêíîâåííûé áàëîáàí (F. ch. cherrug), àíàòîëèéñêèé áàëîáàí (F. ch. anatolicus 
ssp. nov.), ÷èíêîâûé èëè àðàëîêàñïèéñêèé áàëîáàí (F. ch. aralocaspius), òóðêåñòàíñêèé áàëîáàí (F. ch. coatsi), 
öåíòðàëüíîàçèàòñêèé áàëîáàí (F. ch. milvipes), ìîíãîëüñêèé áàëîáàí (F. ch. progressus), àëòàéñêèé áàëîáàí 
(F. ch. altaicus) è òèáåòñêèé áàëîáàí (F. ch. hendersoni). Àíàòîëèéñêèé áàëîáàí ðàíåå íå áûë îïèñàí. Ñèáèðñêèõ 
áàëîáàíîâ (F. ch. saceroides), ðàíåå îïèñàííûõ êàê ñàìîñòîÿòåëüíûé ïîäâèä, ïðåäëàãàåòñÿ ðàññìàòðèâàòü êàê 
ãèáðèäíóþ ïîïóëÿöèþ F. ch. cherrug x F. ch. milvipes.
Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: õèùíûå ïòèöû, ñîêîëû, áàëîáàí, Falco cherrug, ïîäâèäû, ãåîãðàôèÿ, ñèñòåìàòèêà.

Abstract
Questions of geographical variation of the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) and its systematics of subspecies are 
discussed. According with published data and author’s surveys 8 subspecies of the Saker Falcon have been dis-
tinguished: Common Saker (F. ch. cherrug), Anatolian Saker (F. ch. anatolicus ssp. nov.), Chink or Aralocaspian 
Saker (F. ch. aralocaspius), Turkestanian Saker (F. ch. coatsi), Centralasian Saker (F. ch. milvipes), Mongolian Saker 
(F. ch. progressus), Altai Saker (F. ch. altaicus) and Tibetan Saker (F. ch. hendersoni). The Anatolian Saker was not 
described earlier. Siberian Sakers (F. ch. saceroides) earlier recognized as a subspecies have been offered to declare 
as a hybrid population of F. ch. cherrug x F. ch. milvipes.
Keywords: birds of prey, falcons, Saker Falcon, Falco cherrug, subspecies, geography, systematics.

Ââåäåíèå
Â ïîñëåäíèå ãîäû, â ñâÿçè ñ øèðîêèì 

âíåäðåíèåì ìåòîäîâ àíàëèçà ÄÍÊ äëÿ 
ïðîÿñíåíèÿ íåêîòîðûõ âîïðîñîâ ñèñòåìà-
òèêè, âíîâü îæèâèëàñü äèñêóññèÿ î âèäî-
âîé ñàìîñòîÿòåëüíîñòè è ãåîãðàôè÷åñêîé 
èçìåí÷èâîñòè áàëîáàíîâ (Falco cherrug). 
Ïîëó÷åííûå ýòèìè ìåòîäàìè äàííûå êàê 
áóäòî ñâèäåòåëüñòâóþò î òîì, ÷òî ðàçëè÷èÿ 
ìåæäó êðå÷åòàìè (F. rusticolus), áàëîáàíà-
ìè, ëàííåðàìè (F. biarmicus) è ëàããàðàìè 
(F. jugger) íå áîëüøå, ÷åì ìåæäó ðàçëè÷-
íûìè ïîäâèäàìè ñàïñàíîâ (F. peregrinus), 
ïîçâîëÿþò ïðåäïîëîæèòü ðåöåíòíóþ 

With the implementation of new methods 
in the field of DNA-analysis, the discussion 
on specific independence and geographic 
variability of Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug) 
became livelier again with regard to sys-
tematics. The data which have been won 
through these methods seem to show that 
Gyrfalcons (F. rusticolus), Saker Falcons, 
Lanner Falcons (F. biarmicus) and Laggar 
Falcons (F. jugger) do not differ more from 
each other than the different subspecies of 
Peregrine Falcons, and thus allow suppos-
ing recent hybridization between species of 
the Hierofalco complex. Furthermore, in the 
genetic structure of the Saker Falcon, 2–3 
different groups can be distinguished, but 
not geographically located (Nittinger, 2004; 
Nittinger et al., 2007; Wink et al., 2007).

In the present study, the attempt is made 
to compare the cited theories with data 
which I have gained through many years of 
observation of Saker Falcons with traditional 
methods – in nature and in captivity.

Áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug). Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug). Photo by I. Karyakin.
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ãèáðèäèçàöèþ ìåæäó âèäàìè êîìïëåê-
ñà Hierofalco, à â ãåíåòè÷åñêîé ñòðóêòóðå 
áàëîáàíîâ âûäåëÿþò 2–3 ëèíèè, êîòîðûå, 
îäíàêî, ãåîãðàôè÷åñêè íå ëîêàëèçîâàíû 
(Nittinger 2004; Nittinger et al., 2007; Wink 
et al., 2007). Â íàñòîÿùåé ñòàòüå ïðåäïðè-
íÿòà ïîïûòêà ñîïîñòàâëåíèÿ ïåðå÷èñëåí-
íûõ âîççðåíèé ñ äàííûìè, ïîëó÷åííûìè 
àâòîðîì â õîäå ìíîãîëåòíèõ íàáëþäåíèé 
çà áàëîáàíàìè òðàäèöèîííûìè ìåòîäàìè, 
êàê â ïîëåâûõ óñëîâèÿõ, òàê è â íåâîëå. 

Îáñóæäåíèå
Øèðîêî ðàñïðîñòðàí¸ííîå ïðåäñòàâëå-

íèå áîëüøèíñòâà ñïåöèàëèñòîâ î òîì, ÷òî 
ãðóïïà âèäîâ Hierofalco îáðàçóåò ìîíîëèò-
íûé êîìïëåêñ, íà ìîé âçãëÿä, ñîâåðøåííî 
îáîñíîâàííî. È âñ¸-òàêè, íåñìîòðÿ íà òî, 
÷òî âñå ýòè âèäû â óñëîâèÿõ íåâîëè ãè-
áðèäèçèðóþòñÿ ìåæäó ñîáîé è äàþò ïëî-
äîâèòîå ïîòîìñòâî, êàæäûé èç íèõ èìååò 
ñîâåðøåííî ñïåöèôè÷åñêèå ìîðôîëî-
ãè÷åñêèå îñîáåííîñòè, ïîçâîëÿþùèå èõ 
îäíîçíà÷íî îïðåäåëÿòü, â ïðèðîäå îíè çà-
íèìàþò ñâîþ îñîáåííóþ ýêîëîãè÷åñêóþ 
íèøó è íèãäå, äàæå â ìåñòàõ ñîïðèêîñíî-
âåíèÿ èëè ÷àñòè÷íîãî íàëîæåíèÿ àðåàëîâ, 
íå îáðàçóþò ïåðåõîäíûõ ôîðì. Ìîæíî 
ïðîñòî ïîðàæàòüñÿ, íàñêîëüêî íàä¸æíî 
ôóíêöèîíèðóåò ìåæäó íèìè ðåïðîäóê-
òèâíàÿ èçîëÿöèÿ! Íàñêîëüêî ìíå èçâåñòíî, 
äîñòîâåðíûõ ôàêòîâ ãèáðèäèçàöèè ýòèõ 
ñîêîëîâ â ïðèðîäíûõ óñëîâèÿõ â ìåñòàõ 
êîíòàêòà èõ åñòåñòâåííûõ àðåàëîâ íå óñòà-
íîâëåíî. Íå ñîìíåâàþñü, ÷òî, äàæå åñëè 
òàêèå ôàêòû ïîÿâÿòñÿ, íàïðèìåð – îáðà-
çîâàíèå ñìåøàííûõ ïàð áàëîáàíîâ ñ êðå-
÷åòàìè â áîëîòèñòûõ ðàâíèíàõ Çàïàäíîé 
Ñèáèðè â äîëèíå ð. Èðòûø, ãäå îáà âèäà 
ïîñåëÿþòñÿ â èäåíòè÷íûõ áèîòîïàõ è ïî 
ñâåæèì äàííûì èçâåñòíûå ãí¸çäà îáîèõ 
âèäîâ ðàçäåëÿþò íå áîëåå 300 êì (Ñîðî-
êèí, 2009, Ìîøêèí, 2009), – îíè îñòàíóò-
ñÿ åäèíè÷íûìè ýïèçîäàìè è íå ïðèâåäóò ê 
ðàçìûâàíèþ ãðàíèö ìåæäó âèäàìè. Òàêæå, 
êàê ýòî íå èìååò ïîñëåäñòâèé, íàïðèìåð, 
ó âîäîïëàâàþùèõ ïòèö, ñëó÷àè ãèáðèäèçà-
öèè ó êîòîðûõ â ïðèðîäå øèðîêî èçâåñò-
íû è, ïî ìåíüøåé ìåðå, íåêîòîðûå èç ýòèõ 
ãèáðèäîâ âïîëíå ïëîäîâèòû.

Ïîÿâèâøèåñÿ â ïîñëåäíèå ãîäû â ðàáî-
òàõ, îñíîâàííûõ íà ìîëåêóëÿðíûõ ìåòîäàõ 
èññëåäîâàíèé, óòâåðæäåíèÿ î ãåíåòè÷å-
ñêîé áëèçîñòè ñàïñàíîâ ê ñîêîëàì ãðóïïû 
Hierofalco, ïîä÷åðêèâàþùèåñÿ äàæå ñïå-
öèàëüíûì òåðìèíîì «ñåñòðèíñêàÿ ãðóïïà», 
êàê ìíå êàæåòñÿ, íå ïîäòâåðæäàþòñÿ íè 
ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêèìè, íè áèîëîãè÷åñêèìè 
èëè ýòîëîãè÷åñêèìè ïðèçíàêàìè. Áîëåå 

Most researchers agree on the view that 
the species within the Hierofalco complex 
are closely related to each other. All of these 
species give fertile offspring when hybridiz-
ing with each other in captivity. However, 
each of them has its specific morphological 
features, occupies a certain ecological niche 
in nature and does not hybridize anywhere, 
not even in contact zones or in places with 
partially overlapping distribution. There are 
no reliable facts on hybridization between 
these falcons in natural conditions in contact 
zones of their natural distributions.

Interpreting the geographical variation 
of Saker Falcons, different specialists dis-
tinguished two to six subspecies. Most 
convincing seems to be the division of the 
Saker Falcons into two subspecies (Vaurie, 
1965), although it obviously does not re-
flect the whole variety of their geographical 
forms. In fact, if a subspecies is regarded as 
a step in evolution towards the formation of 
a new species, one may hardly find a better 
example than the Western and the Eastern 
Saker Falcons.

The plumage of young Western Saker Fal-
cons hardly differs from those of the adults, 
they are migrating birds, build their nests 
mainly on trees, and their preferred prey are 
different species of sousliks (Spermophilus 
sp.). In the plumage of adult Eastern Saker 
Falcons are horizontal markings which dis-
tinguish them strongly from the young, they 
mainly lead a sedentary way of life (only the 
young birds migrate to the wintering areas 
in their first year; this is the case for the ma-
jority of the populations), nest on rocks, in 
slopes, occasionally on the ground. Their 
food consists of small and medium-sized 
mammals which are available virtually all 
year (different species of gerbils Meriones 
& Rhombomys sp., pikas Ochotona sp. and 
voles Microtus & Lasiopodomys sp.). 

The division of the Saker Falcons into two 
groups is seemingly confirmed by the anal-
yses of their DNA (Nittinger, 2004). How-
ever, I have difficulties in agreeing with the 
author on the conclusion that they are lo-
cated geographically. She wrongly assumes 
that the distribution ranges of the Western 
and the Eastern Saker Falcons border on 
each other along a line from North to South 
in the region of Altai. Actually, the Western 
Saker Falcons inhabit a strip of land which 
mainly consists of forest steppe and steppe, 
and stretches out from Austria in the West 
to Eastern Mongolia in the East. In contrast, 
the Eastern Saker Falcons inhabit mainly 
mountainous and semi-desert areas from 
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òîãî, ìíîãèå ýëåìåíòû òîêîâîãî ïîâåäå-
íèÿ ñàïñàíîâ (ïîçû, àêóñòè÷åñêèå ñèãíàëû) 
èìåþò íåñîìíåííîå ñõîäñòâî ñ ïîâåäåíè-
åì ìåëêèõ ñîêîëîâ (ïóñòåëüã F. tinnuncu-
lus, F. naumanni, êîá÷èêîâ F. vespertinus, 
F. amurensis, äåðáíèêîâ F. columbarius è 
÷åãëîêîâ F. subbuteo) è, íàïðîòèâ, çàìåòíî 
îòëè÷àþòñÿ îò ñóùåñòâåííî óïðîù¸ííîãî 
áðà÷íîãî ðèòóàëà êðå÷åòîâ, áàëîáàíîâ, 
ëàííåðîâ è ëàããàðîâ. Æ¸ëòàÿ îêðàñêà ëàï è 
âîñêîâèöû ìîëîäûõ ñàïñàíîâ òàêàÿ æå, êàê 
ó âñåõ ïåðå÷èñëåííûõ ãðóïï ìåëêèõ ñîêî-
ëîâ è îòëè÷àåòñÿ îò ñåðîâàòî-ñèíåé ó ïòèö 
ãðóïïû Hierofalco. Ñèëóýò è äâèæåíèÿ ëå-
òÿùèõ ñàïñàíîâ, òàêæå êàê îñîáåííîñòè èõ 
îõîòíè÷üåãî ïîâåäåíèÿ, ñêîðåå ïîçâîëÿþò 
óçíàòü â íèõ ïåðåðîñòêîâ-÷åãëîêîâ, ÷åì 
ÿêîáû áëèçêèõ ðîäñòâåííèêîâ áàëîáàíîâ, 
ñ êîòîðûìè èõ ñáëèæàþò ðàçâå ÷òî ðàçìå-
ðû. Ëþáîïûòíî, ÷òî â áîëåå ðàííèõ ïóáëè-
êàöèÿõ ðåêîíñòðóêöèè ôèëîãåíèè ñîêîëîâ 
íà îñíîâå äàííûõ î ðÿäàõ ìèòîõîíäðèàëü-
íûõ öèòîõðîì-Â ãåíîâ (Seibold et al., 1993; 
Wink, 1994) ãîðàçäî áîëüøå ñîîòâåòñòâî-
âàëè ìîèì ïðåäñòàâëåíèÿì, ïîëó÷åííûì â 
ðåçóëüòàòå ïîëåâûõ íàáëþäåíèé.

Ïðè âñ¸ì ðàçíîîáðàçèè ðàñöâåòêè è ðè-
ñóíêà îïåðåíèÿ áàëîáàíîâ, íåêîòîðûå âà-
ðèàíòû êîòîðûõ èìåþò áîëüøå ñõîäñòâà ñ 
îïåðåíèåì êðå÷åòîâ, ñàïñàíîâ, ëàííåðîâ, 
ëàããàðîâ è äàæå øàõèíîâ (F. pelegrinoides), 
÷åì ìåæäó ñîáîé, âñåõ îñîáåé ýòîãî âèäà 
îáúåäèíÿåò öåëûé ðÿä ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêèõ 
ïðèçíàêîâ (ðàçìåðû, ñèëóýò, äåòàëè ïðî-
ïîðöèé êîíå÷íîñòåé), íå ãîâîðÿ î õàðàê-
òåðå ïîë¸òà, îñîáåííîñòÿõ îõîòíè÷üåãî 
ïîâåäåíèÿ, èõ ãåîãðàôè÷åñêîé è áèîòî-
ïè÷åñêîé ëîêàëèçàöèè. 

Îöåíèâàÿ ãåîãðàôè÷åñêóþ èçìåí÷è-
âîñòü áàëîáàíîâ, ðàçíûå ñïåöèàëèñòû âû-

Anatolia in the West to the mountains of 
the Great Chingan in Eastern China in the 
East. On the longitudinal axis, the distribu-
tions of these birds match in 80° or nearly 
9000 km.

As F. Nittinger provides the areas where 
the samples were collected in the Appen-
dix 9.2 of her study, I tried to compare 
them with the results of DNA analyses of 
these birds that are shown in Appendix 
9.12, on the basis of the real distribution of 
Western and Eastern Saker Falcons. In about 
85% of the cases the results met the expec-
tations. Thus, the method of DNA analysis 
as a promising instrument in the research 
of subspecies structure was rehabilitated for 
me, whereas the results of F. Nittinger’s re-
search have given me new ideas.

The fact that Saker Falcons are divided 
into two groups whose central haplotypes 
are separated by six mutational steps shows 
that the process of differentiation has gone 
very far already. Interestingly, the central 
haplotype of the Eastern Saker Falcons, 
which the Western Saker Falcons do not 
have, is shared by the Barbary Falcon. It is 
impossible to explain this phenomenon by 
recent hybridization between Barbary Fal-
cons and Eastern Saker Falcons. Somewhat 
more probable seems to me the formation 
of mixed pairs during the postglacial shift 
in the distribution borders of these species. 
However, more plausible seems the idea 
that the haplotype shared by Eastern Saker 
Falcons and Barbary Falcons was obtained 
much earlier from a mutual ancestor. It was 
“lost” by a group of Saker Falcons which lat-
er became those birds that nowadays con-
stitute the Western subspecies.

I suppose that the key moment which 
initiated the separation of the Saker Falcons 
into Western and Eastern subspecies was 
the shift made by a part of them to nest-
ing on trees. This shift allowed the future 
Western Saker Falcons to advance to plains, 
steppes and forest steppes which formerly 
were not accessible because of the lack of 
rocks necessary for breeding. Being very 
attractive in spring and summer due to a 
large quantity of prey, these habitats prove 
to be not very suitable for Saker Falcons dur-
ing the rest of the year (sousliks hibernate, 
most bird species migrate to the South, the 
thick snow-covering makes various species 
of mouse-like rodents inaccessible).

The appropriation of new territories is 
only possible by giving up the sedentary 
way of life. The necessity of regular migra-
tions during which the birds had to cross 

Ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå 
ñîêîëîâ ãðóïïû âèäîâ 
Hierofalco.

Distribution of the Hiero-
falco species.



Raptor Research 71Raptors Conservation 2009, 16

äåëÿëè îò äâóõ äî øåñòè ïîäâèäîâ (Vaurie, 
1965, Êîçëîâà, 1975; Äåìåíòüåâ, 1951; 
Ñòåïàíÿí, 1975 è äð.). Ïðè ýòîì çà÷à-
ñòóþ îäíèìè è òåìè æå íàèìåíîâàíèÿ-
ìè íàäåëÿëè ñîâåðøåííî ðàçíûõ ïòèö, 
ìåñòà îáèòàíèé êîòîðûõ èíîãäà ðàçäå-
ëÿþò òûñÿ÷è êèëîìåòðîâ. È äàæå åñëè 
ïîä îïðåäåë¸ííûìè íàçâàíèÿìè ïîäâè-
äîâ ïîäðàçóìåâàëèñü ïòèöû, îáëàäàþùèå 
ñõîäíûìè âíåøíèìè ïðèçíàêàìè, ãðàíè-
öû èõ àðåàëîâ ïðîâîäèëèñü â ñîâåðøåííî 
ðàçíûõ ìåñòàõ. Â öåëîì âñå ýòè ðàçëè÷èÿ 
îáúÿñíÿþòñÿ òðåìÿ ïðè÷èíàìè – ðàçíèöåé 
â òîëêîâàíèè ñàìîãî ïîíÿòèÿ ïîäâèä, ñòå-
ïåíüþ èçó÷åííîñòè áàëîáàíîâ íà ìîìåíò 
ïîïûòêè èõ ñèñòåìàòèçàöèè òåì èëè èíûì 
àâòîðîì, ëèáî, íàêîíåö, îøèáî÷íîñòüþ 
èíòåðïðåòàöèè èìåþùåãîñÿ ìàòåðèàëà.

Íàèìåíüøèå âîçðàæåíèÿ âûçûâàåò äå-
ëåíèå áàëîáàíîâ íà äâà ïîäâèäà (Vaurie, 
1965), õîòÿ è î÷åâèäíî, ÷òî îíî íå îòðà-
æàåò âñåãî ðàçíîîáðàçèÿ ãåîãðàôè÷åñêè 
ëîêàëèçîâàííûõ ôîðì. Äåéñòâèòåëüíî, 
åñëè ðàññìàòðèâàòü ïîäâèä êàê øàã â ýâî-
ëþöèè ê îáðàçîâàíèþ íîâûõ âèäîâ, òðóä-
íî íàéòè ëó÷øèé ïðèìåð, ÷åì çàïàäíûå è 
âîñòî÷íûå áàëîáàíû. Êàê áóäåò ïîêàçàíî 
íèæå, íàçâàíèÿ «çàïàäíûé» è «âîñòî÷íûé» 
êðàéíå íåóäà÷íû è íå òîëüêî íå îòðàæàþò 
ðåàëüíîñòè, íî è ìîãóò ïðèâîäèòü ê îøè-
áî÷íûì âûâîäàì. Òåì íå ìåíåå, ÿ, ñëåäóÿ 
òðàäèöèè, áóäó ïîëüçîâàòüñÿ èìè â äàëü-
íåéøåì. Êðàòêî õàðàêòåðèçóÿ îñíîâíûå 
âíåøíèå è áèîëîãè÷åñêèå ÷åðòû ýòèõ äâóõ 
ïîäâèäîâ, ìîæíî îòìåòèòü, ÷òî ó çàïàäíûõ 

individual territories of sedentary Saker Fal-
cons or even stay there for longer periods, 
led, in my opinion, to the changes in the 
plumage marks – it obtained the features 
of a young bird’s plumage. The advantages 
of such mimicry are obvious. Saker Falcons 
uncompromisingly defend their territories 
from the intrusion of their adult fellows, but, 
on the other hand, they show an astonish-
ing tolerance towards young falcons. Possi-
ble evidence for the loss of horizontal marks 
by the adult Western Saker Falcons could 
be provided by the regular appearance of 
individuals in different parts of the distribu-
tion of the subspecies which carry the typi-
cal marks of the Eastern subspecies (Glutz 
et al., 1971), and which seem to be of an 
atavistic nature. 

Interestingly, in contact zones of Eastern 
and Western Saker Falcons in the Betpak-
dala region where the distance between 
neighbouring nests occupied by different 
subspecies is sometimes not larger than a 
few kilometres, they do virtually not mix. 
Eastern Saker Falcons usually form pairs in 
autumn, stay together during the whole 
winter in the breeding territory and start lay-
ing eggs in March. The Western Saker Fal-
cons return from their wintering areas when 
the Eastern are already sitting on their eggs. 
In a short time span they occupy the terri-
tory, perform their courtship and start laying 
eggs approximately a month later than the 
Eastern Saker Falcons. In other words, the 
falcons of these subspecies behave like two 

Ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèå ðàçíûõ ïîäâèäîâ áàëîáàíà ïî Ã.Ï. Äåìåíòüåâó (1951): À – ãíåçäîâîé àðåàë, B – îáëàñòü 
çèìîâîê, 1 – Falco cherrug danubialis, 2 – F. ch. cherrug, 3 – F. ch. saceroides, 4 – F. ch. coatsi, 5 – F. ch. mil-
vipes, 6 – F. ch. hendersoni. 

Distribution different subspecies of the Saker Falcon (Dementiev, 1951): À – breeding range, B – wintering 
range, 1 – Falco cherrug danubialis, 2 – F. ch. cherrug, 3 – F. ch. saceroides, 4 – F. ch. coatsi, 5 – F. ch. milvipes, 
6 – F. ch. hendersoni.
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áàëîáàíîâ þíîøåñêèé è îêîí÷àòåëüíûé, 
âçðîñëûé íàðÿä, îäåâàåìûé ïîñëå ïåðâîé 
ëèíüêè, åäâà îòëè÷àþòñÿ, îíè ÿâëÿþòñÿ 
ïåðåë¸òíûìè ïòèöàìè, ãí¸çäà óñòðàèâàþò 
ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî íà äåðåâüÿõ, îñíîâíîé 
äîáû÷åé èì ñëóæàò ðàçíûå âèäû ñóñëèêîâ 
(Spermophilus sp.), âïàäàþùèõ â çèìíþþ 
ñïÿ÷êó. Â íàðÿäå âçðîñëûõ âîñòî÷íûõ áà-
ëîáàíîâ ïîÿâëÿåòñÿ ðåçêî îòëè÷àþùèé 
èõ îò ìîëîäûõ ïîïåðå÷íûé ðèñóíîê, îíè 
âåäóò ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî îñ¸äëûé îáðàç 
æèçíè (ëèøü ìîëîäûå ïòèöû â ïåðâûé ãîä 
æèçíè â áîëüøèíñòâå ïîïóëÿöèé óëåòàþò 
íà çèìîâêó), ãíåçäÿòñÿ íà ñêàëàõ è îáðû-
âàõ, èçðåäêà íà çåìëå, îñíîâó èõ ïèòàíèÿ 
ñîñòàâëÿþò ìåëêèå è ñðåäíèõ ðàçìåðîâ 
ìëåêîïèòàþùèå, íå âïàäàþùèå â çèìíþþ 
ñïÿ÷êó è äîñòóïíûå ïðàêòè÷åñêè êðóãëûé 
ãîä (ðàçíûå âèäû ïåñ÷àíîê Meriones è 
Rhombomys sp., ïèùóõ Ochotona sp. è ïî-
ë¸âîê Microtus è Lasiopodomys sp.). 

Äåëåíèå áàëîáàíîâ íà äâå ãðóïïû êàê 
áóäòî ïîäòâåðæäàåòñÿ è èññëåäîâàíèÿìè 
èõ ÄÍÊ (Nittinger, 2004). Ïðàâäà, òðóäíî 
ñîãëàñèòüñÿ ñ àâòîðîì â òîì, ÷òî ýòè äâå 
ëèíèè íå èìåþò ãåîãðàôè÷åñêîé ïðèâÿç-
êè. Àíàëèçèðóÿ çàâèñèìîñòü ðåçóëüòàòîâ 
àíàëèçà ÄÍÊ îò ãåîãðàôè÷åñêîé ëîêàëè-

different species within this contact zone.
However, some facts provide evidence 

that farther to the North, possibly already in 
the Tarbagatay region, as well as in the Altai 
region, Southern Siberia and Northern Mon-
golia, where the climatic conditions narrow 
the breeding periods of Eastern and West-
ern subspecies, formation of mixed pairs 
takes place. The offspring of such mixed 
pairs have transitional features with great 
variation. The transitional character of fea-
tures shows not only in terms of outward 
appearance, but also in the way these ani-
mals lead their lives.

It was precisely this type of birds – I 
would call them “Siberian Saker Falcons” 
(as an independent subspecies such falcons 
were described as F. ch. saceroides Âiànñhi, 
1907) – which prevailed among the falcons 
that came to the wintering areas in South-
ern and Eastern Kazakhstan. They strikingly 
differed from the regional, sedentary East-
ern Saker Falcons through the lack of bluish 
shades in the colouring of their plumage and 
less distinctive horizontal markings (fig. 1). Si-
berian Saker Falcons often hunted pigeons 
and doves in residential estates. Out of 
nearly 50 birds whose hunting behaviour I 

Íåéðîííàÿ 
ñåòü ãàïëîòèïîâ 
ìèòîõîíäðèàëüíîé 
ÄÍÊ ïî ðåçóëüòàòàì 
èññëåäîâàíèé 
Ô. Íèòòèíãåð (2004). 
Âåëè÷èíà óçëà 
ïðîïîðöèîíàëüíà 
êîëè÷åñòâó îáðàçöîâ.

Neural network of mi-
tochondrial haplotypes 
(Nittinger, 2004). The 
size of unit is propor-
tional to the number of 
samples.



Raptor Research 73Raptors Conservation 2009, 16

observed, only six lived together as pairs. I 
see the transitional character in the biology 
of Siberian Saker Falcons in the fact that dur-
ing their migration they cover much smaller 
distances than the Western Saker Falcons. 
Further, some of them, similar to Eastern 
Saker Falcons, managed to form pairs in 
autumn before they migrate to their winter-
ing areas. And finally, some individuals are 
able to build their nests on trees (I. Karyakin, 
pers. com.).

Some authors divide the Saker Falcons 
into three subspecies. For instance, E. Ko-
zlova (1975) assumes that birds with a more 
“primitive” marking, when the plumage 
of the adult individuals hardly differs from 
those of the young, predominantly inhabit 
the Western parts of the distribution of the 
species. The author concludes that it is pre-
cisely in this area, somewhere in the moun-
tains of Eastern Europe, where the roots of 
the Saker Falcons are to be found. Further 
east, the markings of the Sakers’ plumage 
become more complex. At the same time, 
the age-induced dimorphism increases. Ac-
cording to E. Kozlova, the most “advanced” 
Saker Falcons inhabit Mongolia, Nanshan, 
Eastern Tibet and Western China, and con-
stitute the second subspecies. All of the 
other Saker Falcons that show transitional 
features between these two subspecies and 
inhabit Central Siberia, Altai, Eastern Kaza-
khstan and Central Asia, constitute the third 
subspecies. 

If assuming a division into three subspe-
cies, it would seem more logical to classify 
only the birds from Tibet as the second sub-
species. Their plumage shows a fundamen-
tal difference from all of the other Eastern 
Saker Falcons in several features. Conse-
quently, except for the populations listed 
above, the populations from Mongolia and 
Western China should also be counted as 
belonging to the third subspecies.

On the basis of DNA analysis, M. Wink 
(2007) also differentiates between at least 
three genetic lines of evolution. P. Pfander 
(2007) proposes to divide the Saker Falcons 
into three subspecies: the Common (West-
ern), the Tibetan and the Turkestanian. The 
rest of the magnificent territory from East-
ern China to Asia Minor is, in his opinion, 
inhabited by birds that cannot be related to 
any subspecies and which are a product of 
hybridization between the three forms iden-
tified by him. With this, he completely ig-
nores the fact that in this particular territory 
several geographically located forms may 
be found which have specific features that 

çàöèè ìåñò âçÿòèÿ ïðîá, îíà èñõîäèò èç 
ïðåäñòàâëåíèÿ î òîì, ÷òî àðåàëû çàïàäíûõ 
è âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ ãðàíè÷àò ìåæäó 
ñîáîé âäîëü ëèíèè, ïðîòÿíóâøåéñÿ ñ ñåâå-
ðà íà þã ãäå-òî â ðàéîíå Àëòàÿ. Íà ñàìîì 
äåëå çàïàäíûå áàëîáàíû îáèòàþò ïîëî-
ñîé, îõâàòûâàþùåé ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî ëå-
ñîñòåïíûå è ñòåïíûå ðàéîíû îò Àâñòðèè 
íà çàïàäå äî Âîñòî÷íîé Ìîíãîëèè íà âîñ-
òîêå, à âîñòî÷íûå áàëîáàíû – ïðåèìóùå-
ñòâåííî ãîðíûå è ïîëóïóñòûííûå ðàéîíû 
îò Àíàòîëèè íà çàïàäå äî Áîëüøîãî Õèíãà-
íà â Âîñòî÷íîì Êèòàå – íà âîñòîêå. Èíûìè 
ñëîâàìè, ïåðåêðûòèå àðåàëîâ ýòèõ ïòèö â 
äîëãîòíîì íàïðàâëåíèè ñîñòàâëÿåò îêîëî 
80° èëè ïî÷òè 9000 êèëîìåòðîâ. Ïîñêîëü-
êó â ðàáîòå Ô. Íèòòèíãåð (2004) â ïðèëî-
æåíèè 9.2 óêàçàíû ñ áîëüøåé èëè ìåíüøåé 
òî÷íîñòüþ ìåñòà âçÿòèÿ ïðîá, ìíîãèå èç 
êîòîðûõ ìíå èçâåñòíû, ÿ ïîïðîáîâàë ñî-
ïîñòàâèòü èõ ñ ðåçóëüòàòàìè èññëåäîâàíèÿ 
ÄÍÊ ýòèõ ïòèö, èçëîæåííûõ â ïðèëîæå-
íèè 9.12, èñõîäÿ èç ðåàëüíîãî ðàññåëåíèÿ 
çàïàäíûõ è âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ. Ïðè-
ìåðíî â 85% ñëó÷àåâ ýòè ðåçóëüòàòû ñî-
âïàëè ñ îæèäàåìûìè. Íå ñîìíåâàþñü, ÷òî 
äîëÿ ñîâïàäåíèé áûëà áû íàìíîãî âûøå, 
åñëè áû ìåñòà âçÿòèÿ ïðîá áûëè áû óêà-
çàíû òî÷íåå è ïðèáëèæàëàñü áû ê 100%, 
åñëè áû áûëî èçâåñòíî, èìåëà ëè ïòèöà (â 
ñëó÷àå, åñëè ïðîáà áûëà âçÿòà ó ïòåíöîâ, 
òî èõ ðîäèòåëè) ïîïåðå÷íûé ðèñóíîê èëè 
íåò. Òàêèì îáðàçîì, ìåòîä àíàëèçà ÄÍÊ, 
êàê ìíîãîîáåùàþùèé èíñòðóìåíò èññëå-
äîâàíèÿ ïîäâèäîâîé ñòðóêòóðû, áûë äëÿ 
ìåíÿ ðåàáèëèòèðîâàí, à ðåçóëüòàòû èñ-
ñëåäîâàíèé Ô. Íèòòèíãåð íàòîëêíóëè íà 
íîâûå èäåè.

Âûÿâëåíèå â ðåçóëüòàòå àíàëèçà ìèòî-
õîíäðèàëüíîé ÄÍÊ òîãî ôàêòà, ÷òî áà-
ëîáàíû äåëÿòñÿ íà äâå áîëüøèå ãðóïïû, 
öåíòðàëüíûå ãàïëîòèïû êîòîðûõ  ðàçäå-
ëÿåò øåñòü ìóòàöèîííûõ øàãîâ, ïîêàçûâà-
åò, ÷òî ïðîöåññ äèôôåðåíöèàöèè çàø¸ë 
óæå î÷åíü äàëåêî. Ëþáîïûòíî, ÷òî öåí-
òðàëüíûé ãàïëîòèï âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ, 
îòñóòñòâóþùèé ó çàïàäíûõ, èìåþò è êðå-
÷åòû. Îáúÿñíèòü ýòîò ôåíîìåí ðåöåíò-
íîé ãèáðèäèçàöèåé êðå÷åòîâ ñ âîñòî÷íû-
ìè áàëîáàíàìè íåâîçìîæíî. Íå ãîâîðÿ 
î òîì, ÷òî òàêèå ôàêòû íåèçâåñòíû, à â 
ñèëó ðÿäà áèîëîãè÷åñêèõ îñîáåííîñòåé 
ýòèõ äâóõ âèäîâ äàæå â ìåñòàõ ïåðèîäè-
÷åñêèõ êîíòàêòîâ â çèìíåå âðåìÿ (Àëòàé, 
Ñàÿíû) êðàéíå ìàëîâåðîÿòíû. È â îñòàëü-
íûõ ðàéîíàõ îáèòàíèÿ âîñòî÷íûõ áàëî-
áàíîâ (Òèáåò, Ñðåäíÿÿ Àçèÿ, Èðàí è ò.ä.) 
ðåöåíòíàÿ ãèáðèäèçàöèÿ äàæå òåîðåòè÷å-
ñêè íåâîçìîæíà. Ãîðàçäî áîëåå âåðîÿòíû 
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êîíòàêòû, à ñ íèìè è âîçìîæ-
íîñòü îáðàçîâàíèÿ ñìåøàí-
íûõ ïàð, âîçíèêøàÿ â õîäå 
ïîñòãëÿöèàëüíûõ ñìåùåíèé 
ãðàíèö àðåàëîâ ýòèõ âèäîâ 
ïðèìåðíî 10 òûñ. ëåò òîìó 
íàçàä, êàê ýòî ïðåäïîëàãàåò 
Ï. Ïôàíäåð (1994), îáúÿñíÿÿ 
ïðîèñõîæäåíèå àëòàéñêèõ 
ñîêîëîâ. Îäíàêî âîçíèêàåò 
ðÿä âîïðîñîâ: (1) ïî÷åìó, â 
ñâîþ î÷åðåäü, ó êðå÷åòîâ â 
ðåçóëüòàòå ãèáðèäèçàöèè íå 
ñîõðàíèëèñü âèäîñïåöèôè-
÷åñêèå ãàïëîòèïû áàëîáàíîâ 
è (2) êàê óõèòðèëèñü èçáå-
æàòü ãèáðèäèçàöèè ñ êðå÷å-
òàìè çàïàäíûå áàëîáàíû, 
ïîïóëÿöèè êîòîðûõ â öåëîì 
ðàñïîëîæåíû ñåâåðíåå, ÷åì 

ïîïóëÿöèè âîñòî÷íûõ, è ìîæíî áûëî áû 
ïðåäïîëîæèòü, ÷òî îíè ïåðâûìè â ñâî¸ì 
ïðîäâèæåíèè íà ñåâåð, âñëåä çà îòñòó-
ïàþùèì ëåäîâûì ïàíöèðåì, èìåëè øàíñ 
âñòðåòèòüñÿ ñ êðå÷åòàìè?

Áîëåå âåðîÿòíûì êàæåòñÿ, ÷òî ãàïëîòèï, 
èìåþùèéñÿ êàê ó âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ, òàê 
è ó êðå÷åòîâ, äîñòàëñÿ èì ãîðàçäî ðàíüøå 
îò îáùåãî ïðåäêà. È áûë «ïîòåðÿí», ïî-
âèäèìîìó, èçíà÷àëüíî íåáîëüøîé ãðóïïîé 
áàëîáàíîâ, äàâøèõ âïîñëåäñòâèè ïòèö, îò-
íîñèìûõ ñåãîäíÿ ê çàïàäíîìó ïîäâèäó. ß 
ïðåäïîëàãàþ, ÷òî êëþ÷åâûì ñîáûòèåì, 
ïîâëåêøèì ðàñùåïëåíèå áàëîáàíîâ íà çà-
ïàäíûõ è âîñòî÷íûõ, ïîñëóæèë ïåðåõîä 
÷àñòè èç íèõ íà ãíåçäîâàíèå íà äåðåâüÿõ. 
Ýòî, â ñâîþ î÷åðåäü, ïîçâîëèëî áóäóùèì 
çàïàäíûì áàëîáàíàì ïðîíèêíóòü â ðàâ-
íèííûå ñòåïíûå è ëåñîñòåïíûå ðàéîíû, 
ðàíåå íåäîñòóïíûå èç-çà îòñóòñòâèÿ ñêàë, 
íåîáõîäèìûõ äëÿ óñòðîéñòâà ãí¸çä. Î÷åíü 
ïðèâëåêàòåëüíûå âåñíîé è ëåòîì èç-çà 
îáèëèÿ äîáû÷è, â îñíîâíîì ðàçíûõ âèäîâ 
ñóñëèêîâ, ñòåïíûå è ëåñîñòåïíûå ðàéîíû 
â îñòàëüíîå âðåìÿ ãîäà ìàëîïðèãîäíû äëÿ 
îáèòàíèÿ áàëîáàíîâ (ñóñëèêè â ñïÿ÷êå, 
áîëüøèíñòâî âèäîâ ïòèö óëåòåëè íà þã, âû-
ñîêèé ñíåæíûé ïîêðîâ äåëàåò íåäîñòóï-
íûìè ðàçíûå âèäû ìûøåâèäíûõ ãðûçóíîâ, 
îñòàþùèõñÿ àêòèâíûìè è çèìîé). 

Òàêèì îáðàçîì, îñâîåíèå ñòîëü áëàãî-
ïðèÿòíûõ â ïåðèîä ðàçìíîæåíèÿ íîâûõ 
ðàéîíîâ îêàçàëîñü âîçìîæíûì ëèøü ñ îò-
êàçîì îò îñ¸äëîñòè. Íåîáõîäèìîñòü ñî-
âåðøåíèÿ ðåãóëÿðíûõ ïåðåë¸òîâ, êîãäà 
ïòèöàì â èõ äâèæåíèè ê ìåñòàì çèìîâîê 
ïðèõîäèëîñü ïåðåñåêàòü èíäèâèäóàëüíûå 
òåððèòîðèè îáèòàþùèõ þæíåå îñ¸äëûõ 
áàëîáàíîâ èëè äàæå îñòàâàòüñÿ â èõ ïðåäå-

are as distinctive as those of the Turkesta-
nian Saker Falcons, for example.

The division of one or another species into 
subspecies is inevitably subjective. Possibly, 
those researchers are right who differenti-
ate the Western Saker Falcons in Danube 
and Volga subspecies (Dementiev, 1951, 
recognized two subspecies of Western Sak-
ers – F. ch. danubialis Êlåinsñhmidt, 1939, 
and F. ch. cherrug Grày, 1833–34, that were 
joined by Stepanyan, 1975, in one subspe-
cies F. ch. cherrug). In the large distribution 
range of the Western Saker Falcons, one 
could probably even find another one or 
two geographically located and easily iden-
tifiable forms.

Due to poor knowledge of the discussed 
form, the Common Saker Falcon is the only 
subspecies for me, which does not obtain 
horizontal markings on the plumage as an 
adult, predominantly inhabits steppes and 
forest steppes in Eurasia, specializes on 
feeding itself with different species of sou-
sliks, prefers nesting on trees to nesting on 
rocks, and regularly undertakes seasonal 
migrations. Figure 2 shows such a falcon 
from Naurzum.

It was established long since that for the 
Eastern Saker Falcons on the whole the 
age-induced dimorphism in colouring and 
marking increases in West-East direction. It 
expresses itself in the increasing degree of 
development of the horizontal marking and 
the bluish shade of the plumage of adult 
birds.

Along with the idea that in the original 
birth place of a species the birds have the 
most primitive, ancient type of plumage 
which in the course of migration obtains 
more progressive features (Stegman even 
called the Mongolian subspecies of Saker 
Falcons “progressus”), there is also a theory 
that the horizontal marking functions as an 
indicator. The degree of its development 
depends on how sedentarily the falcons live 
(Baumgart, 1980).

Concerning the first point of view I have 
difficulties in imagining a species which 
originates in regions that are least suitable 
for living. To the contrary, I suppose that 
the origin of the Saker Falcons lies in the 
not very high, semi-desert-like mountains 
of Central and East Asia. There, they have 
numerous prey animals that are available 
throughout the year, as well as ideal condi-
tions for hunting and breeding.

The conclusions of W. Baumgart do not 
convince me either. Following his logics, 
one would not look for Saker Falcons with 

Ñë¸òîê áàëîáàíà. 
Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Juvenile of the Saker 
Falcon. 
Photo by I. Karyakin.
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ëàõ íà äëèòåëüíûé ñðîê, ïîâëåêëà, íà ìîé 
âçãëÿä, èçìåíåíèå â ðèñóíêå èõ îïåðåíèÿ 
– îíî ïðèîáðåëî ÷åðòû þíîøåñêîãî íà-
ðÿäà. Ïðåèìóùåñòâà ïîäîáíîé ìèìèêðèè 
î÷åâèäíû. Áóäó÷è èñêëþ÷èòåëüíî òåð-
ðèòîðèàëüíûìè ïòèöàìè, áàëîáàíû áåñ-
êîìïðîìèññíî çàùèùàþò ñâîè ó÷àñòêè îò 
âòîðæåíèé ñâîèõ âçðîñëûõ ñîïëåìåííè-
êîâ, íî ïðîÿâëÿþò ïðè ýòîì óäèâèòåëüíóþ 
òåðïèìîñòü â îòíîøåíèè ìîëîäûõ ñîêîëîâ 
â ïåðâîì ãîäîâîì íàðÿäå. ßðêèé ïðèìåð 
òàêîé òåðïèìîñòè ìíå ïðèøëîñü íàáëþäàòü 
â 2006 ã. âî âðåìÿ èíòðîäóêöèè ìîëîäûõ 
áàëîáàíîâ â ïðèðîäó â ðàìêàõ ïðîåêòà ïî 
âîññòàíîâëåíèþ ýòîãî âèäà â Êàçàõñòàíå. 
Äëÿ âûïóñêà áûëî ïîäîáðàíî óùåëüå, íà-
õîäÿùååñÿ â ïðåäåëàõ ó÷àñòêà, êîíòðîëè-
ðóåìîãî ñòàðûì ñàìöîì, êîòîðûé ìíîãî 
ëåò íå ìîã íàéòè ïàðòí¸ðøó. Ñäåëàíî ýòî 
áûëî â íàäåæäå, ÷òî åìó «ïðèãëÿíåòñÿ» 
îäíà èç ìîëîäûõ ñàìîê, ÷òî, êñòàòè, â èòî-
ãå è ïðîèçîøëî. Òàê âîò, õîòÿ âíåçàïíîå 
ïîÿâëåíèå è äëèòåëüíîå ïðåáûâàíèå áî-
ëåå 30 ìîëîäûõ ñîêîëîâ â ïðåäåëàõ îõðà-
íÿåìîé òåððèòîðèè îêàçàëîñü äëÿ ñòàðîãî 
ñàìöà èñòî÷íèêîì ïîñòîÿííîãî ñòðåññà, 
îí íå ïðåäïðèíÿë íè îäíîé ñåðüåçíîé ïî-
ïûòêè ê èõ èçãíàíèþ.

Ëþáîïûòíî, ÷òî äëÿ ìîëîäûõ áàëîáàíîâ 
þíîøåñêèé íàðÿä âàæåí äëÿ îáåñïå÷åíèÿ 
ïèùåé íå òîëüêî òåì, ÷òî èì ïîçâîëÿåòñÿ 
îõîòèòüñÿ íà ÷óæèõ çàíÿòûõ òåððèòîðèÿõ, 
íî îí è ñïîñîáñòâóåò óñïåøíîìó êëåïòîïà-
ðàçèòèçìó. Íåêîòîðûå ìîëîäûå áàëîáàíû 
íà çèìîâêå íåîòñòóïíî ñëåäóþò çà êàêîé-
íèáóäü âçðîñëîé ïòèöåé è ðåãóëÿðíî îò-
íèìàþò ó íå¸ äîáû÷ó, íå âñòðå÷àÿ îñîáî-
ãî ñîïðîòèâëåíèÿ. Ïî ìîèì íàáëþäåíèÿì 
(85 ñëó÷àåâ êëåïòîïàðàçèòèçìà), ìîëîäûå 
ñîêîëû ïðåäïðèíèìàþò ïîïûòêè çàâëàäåòü 
÷óæîé äîáû÷åé ïî÷òè â 8 ðàç ÷àùå, ÷åì 
âçðîñëûå ïòèöû. 

Ìîæíî ïðåäïîëîæèòü, ÷òî çàìåòíî ìå-
íåå âûðàæåííûé, ÷åì ó ñàìöîâ,  ïîïåðå÷-
íûé ðèñóíîê â íàðÿäå ñàìîê âîñòî÷íûõ 
áàëîáàíîâ, òî åñòü, åãî áîëüøàÿ «èíôàí-
òèëüíîñòü», òàêæå ïðèçâàí îñëàáèòü àãðåñ-
ñèâíîñòü ñàìöîâ â ïåðèîä îáðàçîâàíèÿ 
ïàð (ó îñ¸äëûõ âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ ñàì-
öû ÿâëÿþòñÿ ïîñòîÿííûìè äåðæàòåëÿìè 
ãíåçäîâûõ ó÷àñòêîâ, áîëüøèíñòâî æå ñàìîê 
ìåíåå òåððèòîðèàëüíû è òîëüêî íà ïåðè-
îä ðàçìíîæåíèÿ ïðèâÿçûâàþòñÿ ê îäíîé 
èç òåððèòîðèé, êîíòðîëèðóåìûõ ïàðòí¸-
ðîì). Âñå ýòè ïðèìåðû ñâèäåòåëüñòâóþò î 
ïðåèìóùåñòâàõ, êîòîðûå â ïåðèîä ìèãðà-
öèé äà¸ò þíîøåñêèé èëè ïîõîæèé íà íåãî 
íàðÿä áàëîáàíîâ. À îäíèì èç âîçìîæíûõ 
ñâèäåòåëüñòâ òîãî, ÷òî óòðàòà ïîïåðå÷íî-

a strongly developed horizontal marking in 
Tibet or in Mongolia , but in the South of 
Central Asia where both adult and young 
birds are sedentary. I do not doubt that spe-
cialities in colouring and marking of Saker 
Falcons have adaptive character. They are 
possibly connected with the characteristics 
of the environment. For instance, it is not 
mere coincidence that Turkestanian Saker 
Falcons, Lanner Falcons and Barbary Falcons 
inhabiting virtually equal habitats and lead-
ing similar ways of life show a striking and 
definitely convergent similarity of appear-
ance.

The adult Turkestanian Saker Falcon (F. ch. 
coatsi Dåmåntiåv, 1945) differs from other 
subspecies in its bright colouring (fig. 3): 
the crown is brightly rust-coloured, the up-
perparts which is covered with sufficiently 
pronounced although not very contrasting 
horizontal markings has a strong greyish-
bluish shade, and the feathers of breast and 
belly show a perceptible cream-coloured 
shade.

The distribution range of Turkestanian 
Saker Falcons covers large sand deserts of 
Central Asia, running from the North-East to 
the South-West along the ridge of the Kara-
tau, the foothills of the Western Tien-Shan, 
the Pamiro-Alay, Kopetdag, Balchan and in 
part to the West of the Elbrus. Their nests 
are located in niches of high rocks. In South 
Uzbekistan, they lay their eggs as early as 
the beginning of February (Mitropolskyi et 
al., 1987). The adults, and in the Southern 
part of the territory also the young birds, 
are sedentary. It has been observed that the 
portion of birds in the diet is higher than 
with other subspecies of Saker Falcons (De-
mentiev, 1951).

Ñàìêà áàëîáàíà. Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Female of the Saker Falcon. Photo by I. Karyakin.
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ãî ðèñóíêà âçðîñëûìè çàïàäíûìè áàëî-
áàíàìè äåéñòâèòåëüíî ìîãëà èìåòü ìåñòî, 
ìîæíî ñ÷èòàòü ðåãóëÿðíîå ïîÿâëåíèå â 
ñàìûõ ðàçíûõ ÷àñòÿõ àðåàëà ýòîãî ïîäâèäà 
îñîáåé ñ òèïè÷íûì ðèñóíêîì âîñòî÷íîãî 
ïîäâèäà (Glutz et al, 1971), íîñÿùåå, ïî-
âèäèìîìó, àòàâèñòè÷åñêèé õàðàêòåð.

Ìíå ïîñ÷àñòëèâèëîñü ñîáðàòü ñâåäåíèÿ 
ïî íåêîòîðûì ÷åðòàì áèîëîãèè çàïàäíûõ 
è âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ â ìåñòàõ ñîïðè-
êîñíîâåíèÿ èõ àðåàëîâ íà þãî-âîñòîêå 
ïóñòûíè Áåòïàêäàëà, ãäå îáà ïîäâèäà ãíåç-
äÿòñÿ íà ñêàëàõ. Ñàìûì íåîæèäàííûì ðå-
çóëüòàòîì áûëî óñòàíîâëåíèå ôàêòà, ÷òî 
äàæå â ìåñòàõ êîíòàêòà, ãäå ðàññòîÿíèå 
ìåæäó ñîñåäíèìè ãí¸çäàìè, çàíÿòûìè ïà-
ðàìè ðàçíûõ ïîäâèäîâ, èíîãäà íå ïðåâû-
øàëî íåñêîëüêèõ êèëîìåòðîâ, îíè ïðàê-
òè÷åñêè íå ñìåøèâàëèñü. Ñîïîñòàâëåíèå 
íåêîòîðûõ ÷åðò ãíåçäîâîé áèîëîãèè, êàê 
ìíå êàæåòñÿ, ïîçâîëÿåò îáúÿñíèòü ýòîò 
ôåíîìåí. Âîñòî÷íûå áàëîáàíû îáðàçó-
þò ïàðû, êàê ïðàâèëî, îñåíüþ, âî âðåìÿ 
îñåííåãî òîêà, âñþ çèìó îñòàþòñÿ âìåñòå 
íà ãíåçäîâîì ó÷àñòêå è ê îòêëàäêå ÿèö 
ïðèñòóïàþò ðàííåé âåñíîé, â íà÷àëå ìàð-
òà, à èíîãäà óæå è â ôåâðàëå. Çàïàäíûå 
áàëîáàíû âîçâðàùàþòñÿ ñ çèìîâîê, êîãäà 
âîñòî÷íûå óæå ñèäÿò íà êëàäêàõ, çàòåì â 
êðàò÷àéøèå ñðîêè çàíèìàþò òåððèòîðèþ, 
òîêóþò, îáðàçóþò ïàðû è ïðèñòóïàþò ê 
îòêëàäêå ÿèö ïðèìåðíî íà ìåñÿö ïîçæå, 
÷åì âîñòî÷íûå. Äðóãèìè ñëîâàìè, ñîêîëû 
ýòèõ ïîäâèäîâ âåäóò ñåáÿ â çîíå êîíòàêòà 
êàê äâà ðàçíûõ «õîðîøèõ» âèäà. Êîíå÷íî, 
ìîæíî ïðåäñòàâèòü ñåáå ñèòóàöèþ, êîãäà 
â ðåçóëüòàòå ïîòåðè îäíîãî èç ïàðòí¸ðîâ 
ó âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ íà ðàííåì ýòà-
ïå ãíåçäîâîãî öèêëà åãî ìîã áû çàìåíèòü 
ñîêîë äðóãîãî ïîäâèäà. Îäíàêî, ñóäÿ ïî 
òîìó, ÷òî â ìåñòàõ íàáëþäåíèé ìíîþ íå 
áûëî îáíàðóæåíî ïòèö, íàðÿä êîòîðûõ 
èìåë áû îäíîçíà÷íî ïåðåõîäíûé õàðàê-
òåð, ïðîèñõîäèò ýòî ðåäêî. Âìåñòå ñ òåì, 
íåêîòîðûå ôàêòû ñâèäåòåëüñòâóþò î òîì, 
÷òî äàëüøå íà ñåâåðå, âîçìîæíî óæå â 
Òàðáàãàòàå, à òàêæå íà Àëòàå, â Þæíîé 
Ñèáèðè, ïî ñåâåðó Ìîíãîëèè, ãäå êëèìà-
òè÷åñêèå óñëîâèÿ ñáëèæàþò ñðîêè ðàç-
ìíîæåíèÿ âîñòî÷íûõ è çàïàäíûõ ïîäâè-
äîâ, îáðàçîâàíèå ñìåøàííûõ ïàð â ìåñòàõ 
êîíòàêòà èìååò ìåñòî. Íå èñêëþ÷åíî, ÷òî 
ïîäîáíîå, õîòü è ðåæå, ìîæåò ïðîèñ-
õîäèòü è â äðóãèõ ìåñòàõ, íàïðèìåð, íà 
çàïàäå Êàçàõñòàíà. Ïîòîìñòâî òàêèõ ñìå-
øàííûõ ïàð èìååò ïåðåõîäíûå ïðèçíàêè, 
âàðüèðóþùèå, î÷åâèäíî â çàâèñèìîñòè îò 
ïðåîáëàäàíèÿ äîëè êðîâè âîñòî÷íûõ èëè 
çàïàäíûõ áàëîáàíîâ, â î÷åíü øèðîêèõ 

The falcons inhabiting the Ustyurt Plateau 
and Mangyshlak are usually regarded as 
related to the same subspecies. However, 
the colouring of these small-sized falcons 
strongly differs from the colouring of Turke-
stanian Saker Falcons: the crown is dirty-
white, the moustache is hardly perceptible, 
the upperparts have the colour of light clay 
and the horizontal markings are weakly de-
veloped (only on tertails, rump, uppertail 
coverts and tail). One of the most striking 
characteristics of these Saker Falcons is their 
affection for high chalk and sand cliff-faces. 
Taking up the idea of the Russian painter 
V. Gorbatov, I named these birds “Chink 
Saker Falcons”. Chink is the regional name 
for cliff-faces. Earlier the subspecies was de-
scribed as Aralocaspian Saker Falcon (F. ch. 
aralocaspius Êlåinsñhmidt, 1939). A good 
image of what these Chink Saker Falcons 
look like, as well as the chinks where they 
usually nest, can be seen on the picture by 
V. Gorbatov (fig. 4).

Within the borders of the distribution of 
the Chink Saker Falcons, which is restricted 
by the coast of the Caspian Sea in the West 
and covers the desert plains of the Turgay 
Plateau approximately to the region of the 
Sarysu river in the East, as well as the West-
ern regions of the sand deserts Kyzylkum 
and Karakum, the falcons always tend to 
build their nests in niches of cliff-faces. Only 
in rare cases do they settle on rocks of small 
desert mountains, in past years also on the 
electric poles (Karyakin et al., 2005). Adult 
Chink Saker Falcons are sedentary; their 
breeding period starts early, and in their diet 
different species of gerbils are prevalent.

In Western direction, the Eastern Saker 
Falcons from Asia Minor migrate farther 
than the other Saker Falcons. I have seen 
three birds in breeding stations that once 
had been taken out of nests in the region of 
the city Konya , and also, in the collection 
of Moscow University, a sample of an adult 
bird acquired near Erzerum.

With their large size and also the peculi-
arities of colouring and marking (fig. 5), the 
Anatolian Saker Falcons (F. ch. anatolicus) 
(as I decided to call them) showed most 
similarities to some birds from Central Asia 
which live nearly 4000 km farther East. In 
contrast, the closest neighbours – the Turke-
stanian, Chink and Common Saker Falcons 
– have little in common with the Anatolian 
Saker Falcon. Clearly, details of the distribu-
tion range, variation of colouring and bio-
logical characteristics have to become the 
subject of future research. However, from 
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Ðèñ. 1. Ñèáèðñêèå áàëîáàíû (Falco cherrug saceroides) íà çèìîâêå â Àëìàòå. Êàçàõñòàí. Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 1. Siberian Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug saceroides) wintering in Almata. Kazakhstan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 2. Îáûêíîâåííûé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug cherrug), àòàêóþùèé ñòðåïåòà (Tetrax tetrax) â Íàóðçóìñêîé êîâûëüíîé ñòåïè. Êàçàõñòàí. 
Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 2. Common Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug cherrug) catching Little Bustard (Tetrax tetrax) at the Naurzum feathergrass steppe. Kazakhstan. 
Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 3. Òóðêåñòàíñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug coatsi). Êóãèòàíã, Óçáåêèñòàí. Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 3. Turkestanian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug coatsi). Kugitanf Mountains. Uzbekistan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 4. ×èíêîâûé [àðàëîêàñïèéñêèé] áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug aralocaspius) íàä Òóçáàèðîì. Ïëàòî Óñòþðò, Êàçàõñòàí. Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 4. Chink [Aralocaspian] Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug aralocaspius) on the Tuzbair soil. Usturt plateau, Kazakhstan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 5. Àíàòîëèéñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug anatolicus ssp. nov.). Òóðöèÿ. Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 5. Anatolian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug anatolicus ssp. nov.). Turkey. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 6. Öåíòðàëüíîàçèàòñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug milvipes). Ñåðåêòàñ, Êàçàõñòàí. Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 6. Centralasian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug milvipes). Serektas, Kazakhstan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 7. Ìîíãîëüñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug progressus). Õàíãàé, Ìîíãîëèÿ. Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 7. Mongolian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug progressus). Khangai Mountains, Mongolia. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 8. Òèáåòñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug hendersoni). Îçåðî Êóêóíîð, Êèòàé. Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 8. Tibetan Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug hendersoni). Kukunor Lake, China. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Ðèñ. 9. Àëòàéñêèå ñîêîëû (Falco cherrug altaicus). Ðèñóíîê Â. Ãîðáàòîâà.

Fig. 9. Altai [Saker] Falcons (Falco cherrug altaicus). Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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×èíêîâûé [àðàëîêàñïèéñêèé] áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug aralocaspius). Ïëàòî Óñòþðò, Êàçàõñòàí. 17.04.2004. Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Chink [Aralocaspian] Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug aralocaspius). Usturt plateau, Kazakhstan. 17/04/2004. Photo by I. Karyakin.

Ìîíãîëüñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug progressus). Õåíòåé, Ìîíãîëèÿ. 03.05.2002. Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Mongolian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug progressus). Khentey, Mongolia. 03/05/2002. Photo by I. Karyakin.

Òèáåòñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug hendersoni). Òèáåò, Êèòàé. Ìàé 2004. Ôîòî Å. Ïîòàïîâà.

Tibetan Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug hendersoni). Tibet, China. May 2004. Photo by E. Potapov.
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ïðåäåëàõ. Ñóäÿ ïî âñåìó, ïåðåõîäíûé õà-
ðàêòåð ïðèçíàêîâ ïðîÿâëÿåòñÿ íå òîëüêî 
âî âíåøíîñòè, íî è â îñîáåííîñòÿõ îáðàçà 
æèçíè. Èìåííî òàêèå ïòèöû, ÿ áû íàçâàë 
èõ «ñèáèðñêèìè áàëîáàíàìè», ïðåîáëàäà-
ëè ñðåäè ñîêîëîâ, ïðèëåòàâøèõ íà çèìîâ-
êó íà þã è âîñòîê Êàçàõñòàíà (êàê ïîäâèä 
ïîäîáíûå ñîêîëà áûëè îïèñàíû â êà÷åñòâå 
F. ch. saceroides Âiànñhi, 1907). Îíè çàìåò-
íî îòëè÷àëèñü îò ìåñòíûõ îñ¸äëûõ âîñòî÷-
íûõ áàëîáàíîâ îòñóòñòâèåì ñèçûõ òîíîâ â 
îêðàñêå îïåðåíèÿ è ìåíåå âûðàæåííûì 
ïîïåðå÷íûì ðèñóíêîì (íà ðèñ. 1 èçîáðà-
æåíà ðåàëüíàÿ ïàðà, çèìîâàâøàÿ íåñêîëü-
êî ëåò â Àëìàòå). Ïåðâûå èç íèõ ïîÿâëÿ-
ëèñü óæå â îêòÿáðå, ïîñëåäíèå óëåòàëè â 
íà÷àëå ìàðòà. Â îòëè÷èå îò ìåñòíûõ âîñ-
òî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ, êîòîðûå äàæå â ñàìûå 
ñóðîâûå çèìû ïðàêòè÷åñêè íå ïîêèäàëè 
ñâîèõ ãíåçäîâûõ è îõîòíè÷üèõ ó÷àñòêîâ, 
ñèáèðñêèå ÷àñòî êîíöåíòðèðîâàëèñü áëèç 
íàñåë¸ííûõ ïóíêòîâ, ãäå îõîòèëèñü íà äî-
ìàøíèõ ãîëóáåé (Columba sp.) è ãîðëèö 
(Streptopelia sp.). Èç ïðèìåðíî ïîëóñîòíè 
òàêèõ ïòèö, çà îõîòíè÷üèì ïîâåäåíèåì êî-
òîðûõ ÿ íàáëþäàë íà ýëåâàòîðàõ è êîìáè-
êîðìîâûõ çàâîäàõ, 6 áûëè îáúåäèíåíû â 
ïàðû, îñòàëüíûå áûëè îäèíî÷êàìè. Ëþáî-
ïûòíî, ÷òî ó îäíîé èç ýòèõ ïàð, êîòîðàÿ â 
íåèçìåííîì ñîñòàâå ïîÿâëÿëàñü íà Àëìà-
òèíñêîì ýëåâàòîðå â òå÷åíèå, ïî ìåíüøåé 
ìåðå, 4-õ çèì, íå áûëî è íàì¸êà íà áðà÷-
íîå ïîâåäåíèå. È ýòî íåñìîòðÿ íà òî, ÷òî 
êîãäà îíè ïðèëåòàëè îñåíüþ, ó ìåñòíûõ 
ïòèö âîâñþ áóøåâàëè ñòðàñòè îñåííåãî 
òîêà, à âåñíîé îíè óëåòàëè, êîãäà â ãí¸ç-
äàõ ìåñòíûõ ïòèö óæå ïîÿâëÿëèñü ïåðâûå 
ÿéöà. Ïðîìåæóòî÷íûé õàðàêòåð â áèîëî-
ãèè ñèáèðñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ ÿ óñìàòðèâàþ â 
òîì, ÷òî îíè, õîòÿ è ñîâåðøàþò ïåðåë¸òû, 
íî íà ãîðàçäî ìåíüøåå ðàññòîÿíèå, ÷åì 
çàïàäíûå áàëîáàíû, â òîì, ÷òî íåêîòîðûå 
èç íèõ, ïîäîáíî âîñòî÷íûì, óñïåâàëè 
îñåíüþ, åù¸ äî îòë¸òà íà çèìîâêó, îáðà-
çîâàòü ïàðû è, íàêîíåö, â òîì, ÷òî íåêî-
òîðûå èç íèõ ñïîñîáíû ãíåçäèòüñÿ íà äå-
ðåâüÿõ (È. Êàðÿêèí, ëè÷íîå ñîîáùåíèå). 
Òàêèì îáðàçîì, ýòè ïòèöû åäèíñòâåííûå 
ñðåäè áàëîáàíîâ, èìåþùèõ âî âçðîñëîì 
íàðÿäå ïîïåðå÷íûé ðèñóíîê, êîòîðûå 
ñîâåðøàþò ðåãóëÿðíûå ïåðåë¸òû (õîòü è 
íà ñðàâíèòåëüíî íåáîëüøîå ðàññòîÿíèå, 
íî çà ïðåäåëû ãíåçäîâîãî àðåàëà) è èíî-
ãäà ãíåçäÿòñÿ íà äåðåâüÿõ.

Íåêîòîðûå àâòîðû äåëÿò áàëîáàíîâ íà 
òðè ïîäâèäà. Ñ ïîäîáíîé òî÷êîé çðåíèÿ 
òîæå ìîæíî ñîãëàñèòüñÿ, èíòåðåñíûì ñòà-
íîâèòñÿ ëèøü âîïðîñ, ãäå è â ñèëó êàêèõ 
êðèòåðèåâ ïðîâîäèòñÿ ìåæäó íèìè ãðàíè-

what we know about them today, it is un-
doubtedly justified to classify them as inde-
pendent subspecies.

The Centralasian Saker Falcons (F. ch. mil-
vipes Jårdîn, 1871) (fig. 6) inhabit the foot-
hills and the lower parts of mountain ridges 
which restrict the area of Central Asia from 
Kazakhstan and Siberia in the shape of a 
strip, which extends from the South West 
to the North East through Tien-Shan, ex-
cluding its Western end, the Dshungarian 
Alatau, Tarbagatay, Altai and the Sayan re-
gion. They differ from the other subspecies 
of Eastern Saker Falcons described above in 
their stronger developed horizontal mark-
ings. The colouring of the crown has a rust-
coloured shade. The basic colour of the up-
perparts is a greyish brown. The colouring of 
the horizontal marking and the edge of the 
feathers ranges from a pale sandy colour to 
a rusty ochre. The bluish shade is more pro-
nounced in the male individuals and is most 
perceptible at the rump. Adult falcons are 
sedentary, young ones migrate to the South 
beyond the borders of the distribution of the 
subspecies for over wintering. They build 
their nests exclusively on rocks of medium 
and even small height. Sometimes they also 
live on high mountain plateaus at a height 
of as much as 2,500 m. Among their prey 
animals prevail different species of gerbils 
and, less often, sousliks.

Most researchers regard the Mongolian 
Saker Falcon (F. ch. progressus Stegmann, 
1925) as related to the Centralasian Saker 
Falcon mentioned above (for instance, 
Stepanyan, 1975). Besides the light col-
ouring and the large size, adult individuals 
have a very pronounced horizontal marking 
on the upperparts and a vivid light bluish 
shade not only at the rump but also on the 
back and even the tail (fig. 7). Apart from 
South Transbaikalia and Eastern Mongolia, 
the distribution range of these birds seems 
to extend in Eastern direction to the bor-
ders of the distribution of the species at the 
Great Chingan. They inhabit flat and slightly 
hilly planes or small mountains with small 
rock spurs. They usually build their nests in 
niches of rocks but occasionally also on the 
ground. The Brandt’s vole (Lasiopodomys 
brandti) is the most important prey of these 
falcons. Adult falcons are sedentary, the 
young ones migratory. 

The Tibetan Saker Falcon (F. ch. henderso-
ni Íumå, 1871) (fig. 8) lives at elevation of 
3,000–5,000 m. The colouring of the adult 
bird reminds one primarily of the Common 
Kestrel. The horizontal markings are most 
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öà. Íàïðèìåð, Å. Êîçëîâà (1975) ïîëàãà-
åò, ÷òî ïòèöû ñ íàèáîëåå «ïðèìèòèâíûì» 
ðèñóíêîì, ïðè êîòîðîì âçðîñëûé íàðÿä 
åäâà îòëè÷àåòñÿ îò þíîøåñêîãî, íàñåëÿþò 
ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî çàïàäíûå ÷àñòè àðåàëà 
âèäà. Ñëåäîâàòåëüíî, èìåííî òàì, ãäå-òî 
â ãîðàõ Âîñòî÷íîé Åâðîïû, ïèøåò àâòîð, 
ñëåäóåò èñêàòü ðîäèíó áàëîáàíîâ. Äàëåå 
íà âîñòîê ðèñóíîê îïåðåíèÿ áàëîáàíîâ 
ïîñòåïåííî óñëîæíÿåòñÿ, ïðèíèìàÿ âñ¸ 
áîëåå «ïðîãðåññèâíûå» ÷åðòû, îäíîâðå-
ìåííî óñèëèâàåòñÿ è âîçðàñòíîé äèìîð-
ôèçì. Ñàìûå «ïðîãðåññèâíûå» áàëîáàíû, 
ñîãëàñíî Å. Êîçëîâîé, íàñåëÿþò Ìîíãî-
ëèþ, Íàíüøàíü, Âîñòî÷íûé Òèáåò è Çàïàä-
íûé Êèòàé è îáðàçóþò âòîðîé ïîäâèä. Âñå 
îñòàëüíûå áàëîáàíû, èìåþùèå ïðîìåæó-
òî÷íûå ìåæäó ýòèìè äâóìÿ ïîëþñàìè ïðè-
çíàêè, îáèòàþùèå â öåíòðàëüíîé Ñèáèðè, 
íà Àëòàå, íà âîñòîêå Êàçàõñòàíà è â Ñðåä-
íåé Àçèè, îáðàçóþò òðåòèé ïîäâèä. Íå 
âäàâàÿñü â äèñêóññèþ î ìåñòå çàðîæäåíèÿ 
áàëîáàíîâ è ïðèìèòèâíîñòè èëè ïðîãðåñ-
ñèâíîñòè ðèñóíêà èõ íàðÿäà, ïîëàãàþ, ÷òî 
åñëè èñõîäèòü èç äåëåíèÿ íà 3 ïîäâèäà, ëî-
ãè÷íåå áûëî áû êî âòîðîìó îòíåñòè òîëüêî 
ïòèö èç Òèáåòà, íàðÿä êîòîðûõ èìååò íå-
ñêîëüêî ïðèíöèïèàëüíûõ îòëè÷èé îò âñåõ 
îñòàëüíûõ âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ. Òîãäà ê 
òðåòüåìó ïîäâèäó, ïîìèìî ïåðå÷èñëåííûõ 
âûøå, äîëæíû áûëè áû îòîéòè ïîïóëÿöèè 
èç Ìîíãîëèè è Çàïàäíîãî Êèòàÿ. 

Â ðåçóëüòàòå àíàëèçà ìèòîõîíäðèàëüíîé 
ÄÍÊ áàëîáàíîâ Ì. Âèíê (2007) òàêæå âû-
äåëÿåò ïî ìåíüøåé ìåðå òðè ãåíåòè÷åñêèå 
ëèíèè ðàçâèòèÿ, íî, î÷åâèäíî ïîâòîðÿÿ 
îøèáêó Ô. Íèòòèíãåð, òîæå óòâåðæäàåò, 
÷òî îíè ãåîãðàôè÷åñêè íå ëîêàëèçîâàíû. 
Æàëü, ÷òî èç ñòàòüè íåëüçÿ óçíàòü, êàêèå 
ìîðôîëîãè÷åñêèå ïðèçíàêè èëè îñîáåí-

developed in the Tibetan Saker Falcon: at 
the back, its reddish rusty spots merge into 
the regular shape of stripes which reach up 
to the neck. At the flanks, trousers and un-
dertail coverts, the blackish spots also form 
horizontal lines which remind one of the 
markings of Peregrine Falcons and some 
subspecies of the Gyrfalcon and the Lanner 
Falcon. Finally, in contrast to most subspe-
cies of the Saker Falcon, the almost black 
and brownish black crown is not lighter 
than the back. Only in the outward appear-
ance of Altai Falcons may some similarities 
be found. Adult Tibetan Saker Falcons are 
sedentary, young ones migratory. Their 
breeding period starts fairly early, they build 
their nests on rocks; and in their diet supply 
the dependence on one prey species, the 
Black-Lipped Pika (Ochotona curzoniae), is 
remarkable. 

Among the publications of the previous 
decades which dealt with the problematic of 
the Altai Falcons (Hierofalco altaicus Menz-
bier, 1891; syn.: Hierofàlco lorenzi Ìånzbiår, 
1900; Falco gyrfalco altaicils Ìånzbiår, 
1891) in one way or another, the articles 
by P. Pfander (1994 and 1999) stand out al-
ready because he describes the distinctive 
features of the appearance of these birds in 
detail and, moreover, correctly from the start. 
In the publications of earlier authors, who 
had a fairly concrete idea of the appearance 
of the Altai Falcon, their attempts to solve 
the riddles presented by these birds were 
impeded by the lack of material – in more re-
cent publications, however, researchers were 
hindered by their incorrect assumptions as to 
the appearance of these birds. In my opin-
ion, only this may explain that the majority 
of contemporary researchers hold the posi-
tion that the Altai Falcons are only a varia-
tion of the subspecies of the Saker Falcon, 
differing merely in colour. Figure 9 shows 
the typical Altai Falcon (F. ch. altaicus Menz-
bier, 1891) of dark morph and an individual 
of pale morph (such birds were once referred 
to as Lorenz Falcons), on whose head the 
helmet-like marking is fully remained. The 
birds on the illustration both have a dark, 
black-brown crown which is not lighter than 
the colouring of the back. Striking are also 
the undertail coverts that are lined with hori-

Ñîâðåìåííîå ïðåäñòàâëåíèå î ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèè 
ïîäâèäîâ áàëîáàíà (ïî Ð. Ïôåôôåð, È. Êàðÿêèí, 
Å. Ïîòàïîâ).

Modern concept of Saker Falcon subspecies distribution 
(by R. Pfeffer, I. Karyakin, E. Potapov).
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íîñòè áèîëîãèè õàðàêòåðèçóþò ïòèö ýòèõ 
òð¸õ ëèíèé.

Î òîì, ÷òî äåëåíèå íà ïîäâèäû âñåãäà 
â êàêîé-òî ìåðå ñóáúåêòèâíî, à îïðåäå-
ëåíèå ãðàíèö èõ ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèÿ áîëåå 
èëè ìåíåå ïðîèçâîëüíî, è, â îòëè÷èå îò 
âèäîâ, ìåæäó ïðèçíàêàìè ïîäâèäîâ åñòü 
îáûêíîâåííî ïîëíàÿ øêàëà ïåðåõîäîâ, 
ñïðàâåäëèâî ðàññóæäàåò â ñâîåé íàçèäà-
òåëüíîé ñòàòüå Ï. Ïôàíäåð (2007) è ïðåä-
ëàãàåò ðàçäåëèòü áàëîáàíîâ íà òðè ïîäâè-
äà – îáûêíîâåííûé (çàïàäíûé) áàëîáàí, 
òèáåòñêèé è òóðêåñòàíñêèé. Âñþ îñòàëü-
íóþ ãðàíäèîçíóþ òåððèòîðèþ îò âîñòîêà 
Êèòàÿ äî Ìàëîé Àçèè íàñåëÿþò, íà åãî 
âçãëÿä, ïòèöû, êîòîðûõ íåâîçìîæíî îòíå-
ñòè ê êàêîìó-ëèáî ïîäâèäó è ÿâëÿþùèåñÿ 
ïðîäóêòîì ãèáðèäèçàöèè âûäåëåííûõ èì 
òð¸õ ôîðì. Ïðè ýòîì àâòîð èãíîðèðó-
åò íàëè÷èå íà óêàçàííîé òåððèòîðèè íå-
ñêîëüêèõ ãåîãðàôè÷åñêè ëîêàëèçîâàííûõ 
ôîðì, èìåþùèõ íå ìåíåå âûðàæåííûå 
ïðèçíàêè, ÷åì, íàïðèìåð, òóðêåñòàíñêèå 
áàëîáàíû. 

Êàê óæå óïîìèíàëîñü, ðàçäåëåíèå òîãî 
èëè èíîãî âèäà íà ïîäâèäû íåèçáåæíî 
ñóáúåêòèâíî. Íàðÿäó ñ ðàçëè÷èÿìè â îáú-
¸ìå àíàëèçèðóåìîé èíôîðìàöèè, èìåþò 
çíà÷åíèå êðèòåðèè, êîòîðûìè ðóêîâîä-
ñòâóåòñÿ òîò èëè èíîé èññëåäîâàòåëü, âû-
äåëÿÿ ïîäâèä, à òàêæå, ïîëàãàþ, èíäèâèäó-
àëüíàÿ ñïîñîáíîñòü ê ðàçëè÷åíèþ äåòàëåé 
îêðàñêè, ðèñóíêà èëè ïðîïîðöèé èññëåäó-
åìûõ îáúåêòîâ. Íàïðèìåð, ÿ ïëîõî çíàþ 
çàïàäíûõ áàëîáàíîâ, êîòîðûå ìíå çíàêî-
ìû ëèøü ïî ýïèçîäè÷åñêèì íàáëþäåíèÿì 
â Áåòïàêäàëå íà þãî-âîñòîêå è â Íàóðçóìå 
íà ñåâåðî-çàïàäå Êàçàõñòàíà. Âîçìîæíî, 
ïðàâû òå èññëåäîâàòåëè, êîòîðûå äåëÿò èõ 
íà äóíàéñêèõ è âîëæñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ. Âîç-
ìîæíî, íà îãðîìíîì ïðîòÿæåíèè àðåàëà 
çàïàäíûõ áàëîáàíîâ âïîëíå ìîæíî áûëî 
áû âûäåëèòü åù¸ îäíó èëè äâå ãåîãðàôè-
÷åñêè ïðèâÿçàííûå è õîðîøî óçíàâàå-
ìûå ôîðìû (Ã.Ï. Äåìåíòüåâ, 1951, âûäå-
ëÿë äâà ïîäâèäà çàïàäíûõ áàëîáàíîâ – F. 
ch. danubialis Êlåinsñhmidt, 1939 è F. ch. 
cherrug Grày, 1833–34, êîòîðûå ïîçæå 
áûëè ñëèòû Ë.Ñ. Ñòåïàíÿíîì, 1975, â îäèí 
ïîäâèä F. ch. cherrug). Íàïðèìåð, ìíå äî-
âåëîñü õîðîøî ðàññìîòðåòü äâóõ ñàìîê 
ëîâ÷èõ ïòèö, âçÿòûõ èç ãíåçäà â Ñèáèðè 
áëèç Êðàñíîÿðñêà, êîòîðûå ðåçêî îòëè÷à-
ëèñü îò çàïàäíûõ êàçàõñòàíñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ 
êîíòðàñòíîé ò¸ìíîé ðàñöâåòêîé ñ î÷åíü 
çàìåòíûì ñèçûì îòòåíêîì. Íî â ñèëó 
ïëîõîãî çíàíèÿ îáñóæäàåìîé ôîðìû, 
äëÿ ìåíÿ îáûêíîâåííûé áàëîáàí (F. ch. 
cherrug) âñ¸ åù¸ îñòà¸òñÿ åäèíñòâåííûì 

zontal marks. Apart from the Altai Falcons, 
one can observe such a marking only among 
Tibetan Saker Falcons. Most often, one can 
meet the Altai Falcons in the regions of Altai 
and Sayan, but they also migrate as far North 
as the Minussinsk depression and South to 
the central regions of Tien-Shan – that is to 
say, predominantly within the distribution 
of the Centralasian Saker Falcons. One veri-
fied case of an encounter with a breeding 
Altai Falcon was documented by P. Pfander 
(1994). It cannot be ruled out that the Altai 
Falcons are able to get into the distribution 
of Mongolian Saker Falcons. Among various 
hypotheses on the origin of the Altai Falcons, 
the proposal of P. Pfander persuades through 
its logics. He assumes that at the end of the 
last glacial period, an isolated population of 
Gyrfalcons could have remained on the high 
mountains of the Altai and was assimilated 
by populations of Saker Falcons migrating 
north when the climate became warmer. 
The preservation of some individuals in this 
region that show features of Gyrfalcons in 
terms of colouring and marking of the plum-
age, and possibly in some characteristics of 
their biology, provides evidence of former 
hybridization of two closely related species.

Îáûêíîâåííûå áàëîáàíû (Falco cherrug cherrug). 
Ôîòî c ñàéòà ïðîåêòà “Îõðàíà áàëîáàíà (Falco 
cherrug) â Êàðïàòàõ (LIFE06 NAT/HU/000096)”.

Common Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug cherrug). 
Photos from “Conservation of Saker (Falco cherrug) 
in the Carpathian Basin (LIFE06 NAT/HU/000096)”.
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ïîäâèäîì, êîòîðûé âî âçðîñëîì íàðÿäå íå 
ïîëó÷àåò ïîïåðå÷íîãî ðèñóíêà. Îí òàêæå 
íàñåëÿåò ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî ðàâíèííûå 
ñòåïíûå è ëåñîñòåïíûå ðàéîíû Åâðàçèè, 
ñïåöèàëèçèðóåòñÿ íà ïèòàíèè ðàçíûìè âè-
äàìè ñóñëèêîâ, óñòðàèâàåò ãí¸çäà ÷àùå íà 
äåðåâüÿõ, ÷åì íà ñêàëàõ è ñîâåðøàåò ðåãó-
ëÿðíûå ñåçîííûå ìèãðàöèè. Íà ðèñóíêå 2 
èçîáðàæ¸í òàêîé ñîêîë èç Íàóðçóìà.

Ðàçëè÷èÿ â îáëèêå âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáà-
íîâ, ó êîòîðûõ â öåëîì ñ çàïàäà íà âîñòîê 
óâåëè÷èâàåòñÿ âîçðàñòíîé äèìîðôèçì â 
îêðàñêå è ðèñóíêå, âûðàæàþùèéñÿ â íà-
ðàñòàíèè ñòåïåíè âûðàæåííîñòè ïîïåðå÷-
íîãî ðèñóíêà è ñèçîãî îòòåíêà â îïåðåíèè 
âçðîñëûõ ïòèö, äàâíî ïîäìå÷åíû, õîòÿ 
îáúÿñíÿþòñÿ ðàçíûìè èññëåäîâàòåëÿìè ïî-
ðàçíîìó. Íàðÿäó ñ ïðåäñòàâëåíèåì î òîì, 
÷òî â ìåñòå çàðîæäåíèÿ âèäà ïòèöû èìåþò 
ñàìûé ïðèìèòèâíûé, äðåâíèé íàðÿä, êî-
òîðûé ïî ìåðå ðàññåëåíèÿ ïðèíèìàåò âñ¸ 
áîëåå ñîâðåìåííûå, ïðîãðåññèâíûå ÷åð-
òû (Á. Øòåãìàí äàæå íàçâàë ìîíãîëüñêèé 
ïîäâèä áàëîáàíîâ «F. ch. progressus»), ñó-
ùåñòâóåò ìíåíèå, ÷òî ïîïåðå÷íûé ðèñó-
íîê èìååò ñèãíàëüíóþ ôóíêöèþ è ñòåïåíü 
åãî âûðàæåííîñòè çàâèñèò îò îñ¸äëîñòè 
ñîêîëîâ (Baumgart, 1980). ×òî êàñàåòñÿ 
ïåðâîé òî÷êè çðåíèÿ, òî ìíå òðóäíî ïðåä-
ñòàâèòü, ÷òî çàðîæäåíèå âèäà ïðîèçîøëî 
â ðàéîíàõ, íàèìåíåå ïðèãîäíûõ äëÿ åãî 
ñóùåñòâîâàíèÿ. Íàïðîòèâ, ðîäèíó áàëîáà-
íîâ ÿ ñêîðåå ïðåäïîëîæèë áû â ïîëóïó-
ñòûííûõ íåâûñîêèõ ãîðàõ Öåíòðàëüíîé è 
Âîñòî÷íîé Àçèè, ãäå îíè èìåþò öåëûé ðÿä 
êîðìîâûõ îáúåêòîâ, äîñòóïíûõ íà ïðîòÿ-
æåíèè âñåãî ãîäà, à òàêæå èäåàëüíûå óñëî-
âèÿ äëÿ îõîòû è ãíåçäîâàíèÿ. Íå óáåæäàþò 
è óìîçàêëþ÷åíèÿ Â. Áàóìãàðòà. Ñëåäóÿ åãî 
ëîãèêå, áàëîáàíîâ ñ íàèáîëåå âûðàæåí-
íûì ïîïåðå÷íûì ðèñóíêîì ñëåäîâàëî 
áû èñêàòü íà þãå Ñðåäíåé Àçèè, ãäå êàê 

However, this hypothesis has also some 
weak points. For instance, one could expect 
the Altai Falcons to have, apart from spe-
cific peculiarities of colouring and marking, 
a transitional nature in terms of size and 
proportions. But in this regard they prove 
to be typical Saker Falcons. The DNA analy-
sis of the Altai Falcons did not show any 
difference from the regional Saker Falcons, 
either (Wink et al., 2007). And finally, the 
obvious similarity of key features of the Al-
tai Falcons to those of the Tibetan Falcons 
is completely ignored.

In my opinion, the Altai and the Tibetan 
Saker Falcons are more archaic subspecies 
that possibly have preserved in their out-
ward appearance many features of the mu-
tual ancestor of the Saker Falcons and the 
Gyrfalcons. According to V. Moseikin (pers. 
com.), this subspecies was remained in its 
pure form on a very limited territory of the 
Russian Altai where it inhabits mountainous 
taiga regions with a high humidity which are 
not very attractive for “normal” Saker Fal-
cons. With increasing distance from the core 
distribution of this subspecies, the zone of 
hybridization of Saker Falcons with other sub-
species shows not as much through gradual 
decrease of the features of Altai Falcons, but 
simply through the decline of the number of 
birds within the population which have the 
typical “Altai” appearance. Even in the sur-
rounding of Issyk-Kul and Almaty, which 
are more than 1000 km away from the core 
of the subspecies, there are typical Altai Fal-
cons breeding. Far off points where one still 
can meet breeding Saker Falcons that have 
preserved the outward appearance of Altai 
Falcons obviously mark out the borders of 
the former distribution of the subspecies.

Summing up, one can identify following 
subspecies of the Saker Falcon: Common, 
Tibetan, Altai (disappearing subspecies), 
Mongolian, Centralasian, Turkestanian, 
Chink and Anatolian. The differentiation of 
Saker Falcons of Western and Eastern type 
has gone so far that they virtually do not 
hybridize in most contact zones of their dis-
tribution. Where this happens, the hybridi-
zation zone is comparatively narrow, and 
the birds within it show a great variety of 
features, not only in terms of outward ap-
pearance, but also with regard to the char-
acteristics of their biology. For this reason I 
tend to treat these falcons – although I call 
them “Siberian Saker Falcons” – not as a 
special subspecies, but rather as a product 
of the hybridization of “almost-species” – 
the Western and the Eastern Saker Falcons.

Îáûêíîâåííûé 
áàëîáàí. 
Ôîòî Â. Ìîñåéêèíà.

Common Saker Falcon. 
Photo by V. Moseykin.
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âçðîñëûå, òàê è ìîëîäûå ïòèöû îñ¸äëû. Íà 
ñàìîì æå äåëå ïîäîáíûå ñîêîëû îáèòàþò 
íà Òèáåòå è â Âîñòî÷íîé Ìîíãîëèè. ß íå 
ñîìíåâàþñü, ÷òî îñîáåííîñòè îêðàñêè è 
ðèñóíêà áàëîáàíîâ èìåþò àäàïòèâíûé õà-
ðàêòåð, õîòÿ èñêàòü èì ïðîñòûå îáúÿñíå-
íèÿ – íåáëàãîäàðíîå äåëî. Â ëþáîì ñëó÷àå 
îíè êàêèì-òî îáðàçîì ñâÿçàíû ñ õàðàêòå-
ðèñòèêàìè ñðåäû îáèòàíèÿ. Íå ñëó÷àéíî, 
íàïðèìåð, ÷òî îáèòàþùèå ïðàêòè÷åñêè â 
îäèíàêîâûõ áèîòîïàõ è âåäóùèå ñõîäíûé 
îáðàç æèçíè òóðêåñòàíñêèå áàëîáàíû, 
ëàííåðû è øàõèíû èìåþò ïîðàçèòåëüíîå 
ñõîäñòâî âî âíåøíîñòè, èìåþùåå, íå-
ñîìíåííî, êîíâåðãåíòíóþ ïðèðîäó. Ýòî 
ñõîäñòâî íàñòîëüêî âåëèêî, ÷òî èíîãäà 
ââîäèò â çàáëóæäåíèå äàæå ñïåöèàëèñòîâ. 
Òàê, â 1983 ã. Àëìàòèíñêèé çîîïàðê, ïîëó-
÷èâøèé ëèöåíçèþ íà èçúÿòèå èç ïðèðîäû 
äëÿ ñâîåé êîëëåêöèè øàõèíîâ, îáðàòèëñÿ 
çà ïîìîùüþ ê îäíîìó óçáåêñêîìó îðíèòî-
ëîãó, çàíèìàâøåìóñÿ èçó÷åíèåì êðóïíûõ 
ñîêîëîâ è çíàâøåìó íåñêîëüêî ãí¸çä ýòèõ 
ðåäêèõ ïòèö. Òîò ñ ãîòîâíîñòüþ îòêëèêíóë-
ñÿ íà ýòó ïðîñüáó è âñêîðå çîîïàðê äåé-
ñòâèòåëüíî ïîëó÷èë ïòèö, íî íå øàõèíîâ, à 
÷åòûð¸õ òóðêåñòàíñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ! Ñïóñòÿ 
áîëåå 15 ëåò ÿ ïîêàçàë îäíîãî èç ïîòîì-
êîâ ýòèõ ïòèö ä-ðó Ã. Òðîììåðó, èçâåñòíî-
ìó àâòîðó ìíîãèõ êíèã è ñòàòåé î õèùíûõ 
ïòèöàõ è, îñîáåííî, êðóïíûõ ñîêîëàõ, 
êîòîðîãî òðóäíî çàïîäîçðèòü â èõ íåçíà-
íèè. Íåñìîòðÿ íà òî, ÷òî ïòèöó â âîëüåðå 
ìîæíî áûëî îòëè÷íî ðàññìîòðåòü, ìíå òàê 
è íå óäàëîñü óáåäèòü Òðîììåðà â òîì, ÷òî 
îíà íå ëàííåð, à áàëîáàí.

Âçðîñëîãî òóðêåñòàíñêîãî áàëîáàíà 
(F. ch. coatsi Dåmåntiåv, 1945), êàê óæå 
óêàçûâàëîñü, îò äðóãèõ ïîäâèäîâ îòëè÷à-
åò ÿðêàÿ îêðàñêà (ðèñ. 3): òåìÿ âåí÷àåò 
ðûæåâàòàÿ øàïî÷êà, âåðõ, èñïåùð¸ííûé 
äîñòàòî÷íî âûðàæåííûì, õîòÿ è íå î÷åíü 
êîíòðàñòíûì ïîïåðå÷íûì ðèñóíêîì, èìå-
åò ñèëüíûé ñåðîâàòî-ñèçûé îòòåíîê, íà 
ïåðüÿõ ãðóäè è áðþøêà çàìåòíûé êðåìî-
âûé íàë¸ò, ïðîäîëüíûå ïåñòðèíû íà áîêàõ 
è øòàíàõ ëèøü èçðåäêà ïðèíèìàþò ïîïå-
ðå÷íûé õàðàêòåð â ôîðìå ñåðäöåâèäíûõ 
êàïåëü. Îêðàñêà ìîëîäûõ òóðêåñòàíñêèõ 
áàëîáàíîâ äîâîëüíî êîíòðàñòíà è ñèëüíî 
íàïîìèíàåò îêðàñêó ìîëîäûõ ëàííåðîâ. 
Ðàçìåðû îòíîñèòåëüíî íåáîëüøèå. Îáëàñòü 
ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèÿ òóðêåñòàíñêèõ áàëîáà-
íîâ îãðîìíîé ïîäêîâîé ñ ñåâåðî-âîñòîêà 
íà þãî-çàïàä ïî õðåáòó Êàðàòàó, ïðåäãî-
ðüÿì Çàïàäíîãî Òÿíü-Øàíÿ, Ïàìèðî-Àëàÿ, 
Êîïåòäàãà, Áàëõàí è, ïî ìåíüøåé ìåðå, 
âîñòîêà Ýëüáóðñà îõâàòûâàåò áîëüøèå ïåñ-
÷àíûå ïóñòûíè Ñðåäíåé Àçèè. Âñå ãí¸çäà, 

êîòîðûå ìíå óäàëîñü íàéòè, ðàñïîëàãàëèñü 
â íèøàõ î÷åíü âûñîêèõ ñêàë. Ê ðàçìíî-
æåíèþ ïðèñòóïàåò ðàíî, â þæíîì Óçáå-
êèñòàíå êëàäêè ïîÿâëÿþòñÿ óæå â íà÷àëå 
ôåâðàëÿ (Ìèòðîïîëüñêèé è äð., 1987), à 
ãíåçäî ïòåíöû ïîêèäàþò â ïåðâîé ïîëî-
âèíå ìàÿ. Âçðîñëûå è, ïî êðàéíåé ìåðå 
â þæíîé ÷àñòè àðåàëà ïîäâèäà, ìîëîäûå 
ïòèöû îñ¸äëû. Äîëÿ ïòèö â ïèòàíèè, ïî íå-
êîòîðûì íàáëþäåíèÿì, âûøå, ÷åì ó äðóãèõ 
ïîäâèäîâ áàëîáàíîâ (Äåìåíòüåâ, 1951).

Ê ýòîìó æå ïîäâèäó îáû÷íî îòíîñÿò 
è ñîêîëîâ, íàñåëÿþùèõ ïëàòî Óñòþðò è 
Ìàíãûøëàê. Â êîëëåêöèè Èíñòèòóòà çîîëî-
ãèè â Àëìàòå õðàíèëîñü íåñêîëüêî òóøåê 
ìîëîäûõ è âçðîñëûõ ïòèö èç ýòîãî îòäà-
ë¸ííîãî è òðóäíîäîñòóïíîãî ðàéîíà. Ëèøü 
õîðîøî óçíàâ òóðêåñòàíñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ, ÿ 
ïîíÿë, êàê ðàçèòåëüíî îòëè÷àþòñÿ îò íèõ 
ïòèöû ñ Óñòþðòà. Â îêðàñêå ýòèõ ìåëêèõ 
ñîêîëîâ íå áûëî íè÷åãî îò ÿðêîñòè ðàñ-
öâåòêè òóðêåñòàíñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ: âìåñòî 
ÿðêî-ðûæåãî òåìåíè – ãðÿçíîâàòî-áåëîå, 
âìåñòî ÷¸ðíûõ äëèííûõ óñîâ – åäâà çàìåò-
íûå òåíè íà ùåêàõ, âìåñòî ñåðîâàòî-ñèçîé 
ñïèíû – ñâåòëî-ãëèíèñòûå òîíà, äà è ïîïå-
ðå÷íûé ðèñóíîê åäâà íàìå÷àëñÿ òîëüêî â 
å¸ íèæíåé ÷àñòè. ×òîáû ëó÷øå óçíàòü ýòèõ 
ïòèö, ÿ îðãàíèçîâàë íåñêîëüêî ýêñïåäèöèé. 
Êàê âûÿñíèëîñü, õàðàêòåðíåéøåé îñîáåí-
íîñòüþ óñòþðòñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ áûëà áðî-
ñàþùàÿñÿ â ãëàçà ïðèâÿçàííîñòü ê âûñî-
êèì ìåëîâûì è ïåñ÷àííèêîâûì îáðûâàì, 
ïðîòÿíóâøèìñÿ íà Óñòþðòå è Ìàíãûøëàêå 
ïðè÷óäëèâîé ñåòüþ íà òûñÿ÷è êèëîìåòðîâ 
è ìàðêèðóþùèì áåðåãîâóþ ëèíèþ ïîñòå-
ïåííî îòñòóïàâøåãî äðåâíåãî ìîðÿ. Ïî 
ïðåäëîæåíèþ ðîññèéñêîãî õóäîæíèêà è 

×èíêîâûé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug aralocaspius). 
Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Chink Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug aralocaspius). 
Photo by I. Karyakin.
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ïîñòîÿííîãî ó÷àñòíèêà ýòèõ 
ýêñïåäèöèé Â. Ãîðáàòîâà ìû 
íàçâàëè ýòèõ ïòèö «÷èíêîâûìè 
áàëîáàíàìè» (÷èíê – ìåñòíîå 
íàçâàíèå îïèñàííûõ âûøå 
îáðûâîâ). Ðàíåå ïîäâèä áûë 
îïèñàí êàê àðàëîêàñïèéñêèé 
áàëîáàí (F. ch. aralocaspius 
Êlåinsñhmidt, 1939). Õîðî-
øåå ïðåäñòàâëåíèå î òîì, 
êàê âûãëÿäÿò ÷èíêîâûå áà-
ëîáàíû, à òàêæå ÷èíêè, â 
íèøàõ êîòîðûõ îíè îáû÷-
íî óñòðàèâàþò ñâîè ãí¸çäà, 
äà¸ò ðèñóíîê 4. Â ïðåäåëàõ 
àðåàëà ÷èíêîâûõ áàëîáàíîâ, 
îãðàíè÷åííîãî íà çàïàäå ïî-
áåðåæüåì Êàñïèéñêîãî ìîðÿ 

è îõâàòûâàþùåì ïóñòûííûå ðàâíèíû Òóð-
ãàéñêîãî ïëàòî ïðèìåðíî äî ð. Ñàðûñó íà 
âîñòîêå, à òàêæå çàïàäíûå ðàéîíû ïåñ-
÷àíûõ ïóñòûíü Êûçûëêóì è Êàðàêóì, ýòè 
ñîêîëû íåèçìåííî ñòðåìÿòñÿ ãíåçäèòüñÿ â 
íèøàõ îáðûâîâ – áóäü òî ÷èíêè Óñòþðòà 
è Ìàíãûøëàêà, îáðûâû âîêðóã ïîáåðåæüÿ 
Àðàëüñêîãî ìîðÿ, áåðåãîâûå îáðûâû ðåê 
èëè êàíüîíîïîäîáíûõ ïåðåñîõøèõ ðóñåë, 
è ëèøü êðàéíå ðåäêî ïîñåëÿþòñÿ â ñêàëàõ 
íåáîëüøèõ ïóñòûííûõ ãîð, à â ïîñëåäíèå 
ãîäû è íà îïîðàõ ýëåêòðîïåðåäà÷è (Êàðÿ-
êèí è äð., 2005). Âçðîñëûå ÷èíêîâûå áà-
ëîáàíû îñ¸äëû, ê ðàçìíîæåíèþ ïðèñòóïà-
þò ðàíî (â 1993 ã. â îäíîì èç ãí¸çä 2 ìàÿ 
áûëè óæå ïîëíîñòüþ îïåð¸ííûå, ãîòîâûå 
ê âûëåòó, ïòåíöû), â ïèòàíèè ýòèõ ñîêîëîâ 
ïðåîáëàäàþò ðàçíûå âèäû ïåñ÷àíîê. Äàëü-
øå âñåãî íà çàïàä âîñòî÷íûå áàëîáàíû, 
âçðîñëûå îñîáè êîòîðûõ èìåþò ïîïåðå÷-
íûé ðèñóíîê, ïðîíèêàþò â Ìàëîé Àçèè. 
ß âèäåë â åâðîïåéñêèõ ñîêîëèíûõ ïèòîì-
íèêàõ òð¸õ æèâûõ ïòèö, èçúÿòûõ íåêîãäà 
èç ãí¸çä â ðàéîíå ãîðîäà Êîíüÿ, à òàêæå 
îäíó òóøêó âçðîñëîé ïòèöû, äîáûòîé áëèç 
Ýðçåðóìà, â êîëëåêöèè Ìîñêîâñêîãî óíè-
âåðñèòåòà. Êðóïíîé âåëè÷èíîé, à òàêæå 
îñîáåííîñòüþ îêðàñêè è ðèñóíêà (ðèñ. 5) 
àíàòîëèéñêèå áàëîáàíû (F. ch. anatolicus) 
(òàê ðåøèë ÿ èõ íàçâàòü) áîëüøå âñåãî íà-
ïîìèíàëè íåêîòîðûõ ïòèö èç Öåíòðàëüíîé 
Àçèè, áëèæàéøèå ìåñòà îáèòàíèÿ êîòîðûõ 
íàõîäÿòñÿ â ïðåäãîðüÿõ Òÿíü-Øàíÿ ïî÷òè â 
4000 êèëîìåòðîâ äàëüøå íà âîñòîê. Çàòî 
áëèæàéøèå ñîñåäè – òóðêåñòàíñêèå áà-
ëîáàíû â ãîðàõ Ýëüáóðñà, ÷èíêîâûå – íà 
âîñòî÷íîì ïîáåðåæüå Êàñïèÿ è óæ òåì 
áîëåå îáûêíîâåííûå – â Êðûìó èëè íà 
Áàëêàíàõ, èìåþò ñ àíàòîëèéñêèì áàëî-
áàíîì î÷åíü ìàëî îáùåãî. Ñâîåîáðàçèå 
ñîêîëîâ èç Ìàëîé Àçèè îòìå÷àëè è äðó-

ãèå àâòîðû (Äåìåíòüåâ, 1936; Baumgart, 
1980). Êîíå÷íî, äåòàëè ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèÿ, 
âàðèàöèé â îêðàñêå è îñîáåííîñòåé áèî-
ëîãèè ýòèõ áàëîáàíîâ äîëæíû ñòàòü ïðåä-
ìåòîì áóäóùèõ èññëåäîâàíèé, íî èç òîãî, 
÷òî î íèõ èçâåñòíî íà ñåãîäíÿøíèé äåíü, 
íà ìîé âçãëÿä, ñïðàâåäëèâîñòü âûäåëåíèÿ 
èõ â ñàìîñòîÿòåëüíûé ïîäâèä íå âûçûâàåò 
ñîìíåíèé.

Öåíòðàëüíîàçèàòñêèå áàëîáàíû (F. ch. 
milvipes Jårdîn, 1871) (ðèñ. 6) íàñåëÿþò 
ïðåäãîðüÿ è îòðîãè ìîùíûõ õðåáòîâ, îãðà-
íè÷èâàþùèõ Öåíòðàëüíóþ Àçèþ îò Êàçàõ-
ñòàíà è Ñèáèðè ïîëîñîé, ïðîòÿíóâøåéñÿ ñ 
þãî-çàïàäà íà ñåâåðî-âîñòîê ÷åðåç Òÿíü-
Øàíü, èñêëþ÷àÿ åãî çàïàäíóþ îêîíå÷-
íîñòü, Äæóíãàðñêèé Àëàòàó, Òàðáàãàòàé, 
Àëòàé è Ñàÿíû. Îò äðóãèõ ôîðì âîñòî÷íûõ 
áàëîáàíîâ, îïèñàííûõ âûøå, èõ îòëè÷àþò 
áîëüøåå ðàçâèòèå ïîïåðå÷íîãî ðèñóíêà, 
êàê íà ñïèíå, òàê, íåðåäêî, è íà áîêàõ è 
øòàíàõ. Îêðàñêà òåìåíè, õîòÿ è èìååò ÷à-
ñòî ðæàâ÷àòûé èëè âèííûé îòòåíîê, òåì 
íå ìåíåå, íå ñîïîñòàâèìà ïî ÿðêîñòè è 
èíòåíñèâíîñòè ñ îêðàñêîé òåìåíè òóðêå-
ñòàíñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ. Îñíîâíîé òîí âåðõà 
– ñåðîâàòî-áóðûé, ïîïåðå÷íûé ðèñóíîê 
è êàéìû ïåðüåâ – îò áëåäíî-ïåñî÷íîãî 
öâåòà íà âûãîðåâøèõ ïòèöàõ äî ðûæåâàòî-
îõðèñòîãî â ñâåæåì ïåðå. Ñèçûé íàë¸ò 
ñèëüíåå âûðàæåí ó ñàìöîâ è îñîáåííî 
çàìåòåí íà ïîÿñíèöå. Âçðîñëûå ñîêîëû 
îñ¸äëû, ìîëîäûå â ïåðâûé ãîä æèçíè óëå-
òàþò íà çèìîâêó íà þã çà ïðåäåëû àðåàëà 
ïîäâèäà. Ãí¸çäà óñòðàèâàþò èñêëþ÷èòåëü-
íî íà ñêàëàõ, îáû÷íî ñðåäíåé èëè äàæå 
íåáîëüøîé âûñîòû, â ïðåäãîðüÿõ êðóïíûõ 
õðåáòîâ èëè â íåâûñîêèõ ñêàëèñòûõ ãîðàõ. 
Èíîãäà, åñëè ïîçâîëÿþò óñëîâèÿ, æèâóò è 
íà âûñîêîãîðíûõ ïëàòî (íàèáîëüøàÿ àáñî-
ëþòíàÿ âûñîòà ñðåäè èçâåñòíûõ ìíå ãí¸çä 
ïðèáëèæàëàñü ê 2,5 òûñ. ì). Ñðåäè êîðìî-
âûõ îáúåêòîâ ïðåîáëàäàþò ðàçíûå âèäû 
ïåñ÷àíîê, ðåæå – ñóñëèêè.

Ìîíãîëüñêèé áàëîáàí (F. ch. progressus 
Stegmann, 1925), îïèñàííûé â êà÷åñòâå 
ñàìîñòîÿòåëüíîãî ïîäâèäà Á.Ê. Øòåãìà-
íîì, áîëüøèíñòâîì èññëåäîâàòåëåé îáúå-
äèíÿåòñÿ ñ ïðåäûäóùèì, öåíòðàëüíîàçèàò-
ñêèì (Ñòåïàíÿí, 1975). Âñå ìîè ñîìíåíèÿ 
î ïðàâèëüíîñòè òîé èëè èíîé òî÷êè çðåíèÿ 
ðàçâåÿëèñü ïîñëå òîãî, êàê ÿ âïåðâûå óâè-
äåë òóøêè ýòèõ ïòèö â êîëëåêöèè Èíñòèòó-
òà çîîëîãèè â Ñàíêò-Ïåòåðáóðãå. Ïîìèìî 
îáùåé ñâåòëîé îêðàñêè è êðóïíîé âåëè÷è-
íû, ó âçðîñëûõ îñîáåé â ãëàçà áðîñàëîñü 
î÷åíü ñèëüíîå ðàçâèòèå ïîïåðå÷íîãî ðè-
ñóíêà âåðõà è èíòåíñèâíûé ñâåòëî-ñèçûé 
íàë¸ò íå òîëüêî íà ïîÿñíèöå, íî è íà ñïè-

Ìîíãîëüñêèé áàëîáàí 
(Falco cherrug 
progressus). 
Ôîòî Ãîìáîáàòîðà Ñ.

Mongolian Saker Falcon 
(Falco cherrug 
progressus). 
Photo by Gombobàatar S.
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íå è äàæå íà õâîñòå. Âñ¸ ýòî ðåçêî îòëè-
÷àëî èõ îò âñåõ äðóãèõ áàëîáàíîâ, ÷òî ìíå 
äîâåëîñü âèäåòü ðàíüøå. Ñïóñòÿ äâà ãîäà 
ÿ óâèäåë, íàêîíåö, è æèâûõ ïòèö. Ïåðâîå 
âïå÷àòëåíèå – ýòî âîâñå íå áàëîáàí, à 
êðå÷åò. Èìïîçàíòíàÿ âåëè÷èíà, ìàññèâ-
íàÿ ãîëîâà ñ êðóïíûì, ñâåòëîîêðàøåííûì 
êëþâîì, ïûøíîå, ãóñòîå îïåðåíèå – âñ¸ 
ýòî ðàçèòåëüíî íàïîìèíàëî ñåâåðíîãî ñî-
ñåäà (ðèñ. 7). Ïîìèìî Þæíîãî Çàáàéêà-
ëüÿ è Âîñòî÷íîé Ìîíãîëèè, ýòè ïòèöû, ïî-
âèäèìîìó, èäóò â ñâî¸ì ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèè 
íà âîñòîê äî ãðàíèö âèäà íà Áîëüøîì Õèí-
ãàíå. Íàñåëÿþò ïëîñêèå è ñëàáî õîëìèñòûå 
ðàâíèíû èëè íåâûñîêèå ãîðû ñ âûõîäàìè 
íåáîëüøèõ ñêàë. Ãí¸çäà ðàñïîëàãàþò îáû÷-
íî íåâûñîêî â íèøàõ ñêàë, à íåðåäêî – è íà 
çåìëå. Ìíîãèìè àâòîðàìè ïîë¸âêà Áðàíäòà 
(Lasiopodomys brandti) åäèíîäóøíî ïðè-
çíà¸òñÿ âàæíåéøèì êîðìîâûì îáúåêòîì 
ýòèõ ñîêîëîâ. Âçðîñëûå ïòèöû îñ¸äëû, ìî-
ëîäûå ñîâåðøàþò ìèãðàöèþ äàëåêî çà ïðå-
äåëû ãíåçäîâîãî àðåàëà ïîäâèäà.

Òèáåòñêèå áàëîáàíû (F. ch. hendersoni, 
Íumå, 1871) (ðèñ. 8) â ðÿäó ôîðì âîñòî÷-
íûõ áàëîáàíîâ ñòîÿò îñîáíÿêîì. Èõ íåî-
áû÷íîñòü ïðîÿâëÿåòñÿ è â âûñîêîãîðíîì 
õàðàêòåðå ìåñòîîáèòàíèé (3000–5000 ì 
íàä óðîâíåì ìîðÿ), è â ðàñöâåòêå âçðîñ-
ëûõ ïòèö, áîëüøå âñåãî íàïîìèíàþùåé 
ðàñöâåòêó ïóñòåëüã, è, íàêîíåö, â ðèñóí-
êå, ïîïåðå÷íûé õàðàêòåð êîòîðîãî èìåí-
íî ó òèáåòñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ íàõîäèò ñâî¸ 
ìàêñèìàëüíîå âûðàæåíèå: êèðïè÷íî-
ðæàâ÷àòîãî öâåòà ïÿòíà íà ñïèíå ñëèâà-
þòñÿ â ïðàâèëüíûå ïîëîñû, ïîäíèìàþùè-
åñÿ äî øåè. Íà áîêàõ è øòàíàõ, à òàêæå íà 
ïîäõâîñòüå ÷åðíîâàòûå ïÿòíà òàêæå îáðà-
çóþò ïîïåðå÷íûå ïîëîñû, íàïîìèíàþùèå 
ðèñóíîê ñàïñàíîâ èëè íåêîòîðûõ ïîäâè-

äîâ êðå÷åòîâ èëè ëàííåðîâ. 
Íàêîíåö, ïî÷òè ÷¸ðíîå èëè 
êîðè÷íåâàòî-÷¸ðíîå òåìÿ, 
â îòëè÷èè îò îñòàëüíûõ ïîä-
âèäîâ áàëîáàíîâ, íå ñâåòëåå 
ñïèíû. Ëèøü âî âíåøíîñòè 
àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ, î êîòî-
ðûõ ðå÷ü ïîéäåò íèæå, îáíà-
ðóæèâàþòñÿ ñõîäíûå ÷åðòû. 
Âçðîñëûå òèáåòñêèå áàëîáà-
íû îñ¸äëû, ìîëîäûå – ïåðå-
ë¸òíû. Ðàçìíîæàþòñÿ ñðàâ-
íèòåëüíî ðàíî, ãíåçäÿòñÿ íà 
ñêàëàõ, â ïèòàíèè îñîáåííî 

âåëèêà çàâèñèìîñòü îò îäíîãî âèäà – ÷åð-
íîãóáîé ïèùóõè (Ochotona curzoniae). 

Èç ðàáîò, ïîÿâèâøèõñÿ â ïîñëåäíèå äå-
ñÿòèëåòèÿ, êîòîðûå òàê èëè èíà÷å çàòðà-
ãèâàëè ïðîáëåìàòèêó àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ 
(Hierofalco altaicus Menzbier, 1891; ñèíî-
íèìû: Hierofàlco lorenzi Ìånzbiår, 1900; 
Falco gyrfalco altaicils Ìånzbiår, 1891), íà 
ìîé âçãëÿä, îñîáîãî âíèìàíèÿ çàñëóæèâà-
þò ñòàòüè Ï. Ïôàíäåðà (1994; 1999) óæå 
ïîòîìó, ÷òî îí ñ ñàìîãî íà÷àëà ïîäðîá-
íî è, ãëàâíîå, âåðíî äà¸ò õàðàêòåðèñòè-
êó âíåøíèõ ïðèçíàêîâ ýòèõ ïòèö. È åñëè 
â ñòàòüÿõ ñòàðûõ àâòîðîâ, êîòîðûå òàêæå 
èìåëè ÷¸òêîå ïðåäñòàâëåíèå î òîì, êàê 
âûãëÿäÿò àëòàéñêèå ñîêîëà, ëèøü î÷åíü 
íåçíà÷èòåëüíûé îáú¸ì ìàòåðèàëà, êîòî-
ðûì îíè ðàñïîëàãàëè, çàòðóäíÿë ïîèñêè 
ðåøåíèÿ çàãàäêè ýòèõ ïòèö, â áîëåå ïîçä-
íèõ èññëåäîâàíèÿõ ýòîìó ïðåïÿòñòâîâàëî 
íåâåðíîå ïðåäñòàâëåíèå î òîì, ÷òî îíè èç 
ñåáÿ ïðåäñòàâëÿþò. Â ÷àñòíîñòè, â ìîíî-
ãðàôèè î êðå÷åòàõ Å. Ïîòàïîâà è Ð. Ñåé-
ëà (Potapov, Sale, 2005) íà îáåèõ ôîòî-
ãðàôèÿõ àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ çàïå÷àòëåíû 
ïðîñòûå áàëîáàíû öåíòðàëüíîàçèàòñêîãî 
ïîäâèäà. Òîëüêî ýòèì ÿ ìîãó îáúÿñíèòü 
óòâåðäèâøóþñÿ â íàñòîÿùåå âðåìÿ ïîçè-
öèþ, êîòîðóþ çàíÿëè áîëüøèíñòâî èññëå-
äîâàòåëåé, âèäÿùèõ â àëòàéñêîì ñîêîëå 
ëèøü öâåòîâóþ âàðèàöèþ îäíîãî èç ïîä-
âèäîâ áàëîáàíà. Íà ðèñ. 9 èçîáðàæåíû 
òèïè÷íûé «àëòàåö» ò¸ìíîé îêðàñêè è èí-
òåðåñíûé âàðèàíò ñâåòëîé îêðàñêè (F. ch. 
altaicus Menzbier, 1891). Èíòåðåñåí îí 
òåì, ÷òî íå ÷àñòî ó ñâåòëûõ ïòèö (íàçûâàâ-
øèõñÿ êîãäà-òî ñîêîëîì Ëîðåíöà) íà ãî-
ëîâå ïîëíîñòüþ ñîõðàíÿåòñÿ ò¸ìíûé øëå-
ìîïîäîáíûé ðèñóíîê. Ïîìèìî òîãî, ÷òî 
îáå ïòèöû íà èëëþñòðàöèè èìåþò ò¸ìíîå, 
÷åðíîâàòî-áóðîå òåìÿ, êîòîðîå íå ñâåòëåå 
ñïèíû, â ãëàçà áðîñàþòñÿ è ïåðüÿ ïîäõâî-
ñòüÿ, èñïåùð¸ííûå ò¸ìíûì ïîïåðå÷íûì 
ðèñóíêîì. Íå îñòàíàâëèâàÿñü íà íåñêîëü-
êèõ äðóãèõ õàðàêòåðíûõ, õîòÿ è ìåíåå çà-
ìåòíûõ ïðèçíàêàõ, õî÷ó îòìåòèòü, ÷òî ïðè 
âñåé âàðèàáåëüíîñòè ðàñöâåòêè è ðèñóíêà 
áàëîáàíîâ, ïîìèìî àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ, 
ïòèö ñî ñõîäíûì ðèñóíêîì ìîæíî âñòðå-
òèòü òîëüêî ñðåäè òèáåòñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ. 
Ïðè ýòîì àðåàë òèáåòñêèõ áàëîáàíîâ íå 
ïåðåêðûâàåòñÿ ñ îáëàñòüþ ðàñïðîñòðàíå-
íèÿ ïòèö, íàçûâàåìûõ àëòàéñêèìè ñîêîëà-
ìè. Òå, ÷àùå âñåãî âñòðå÷àÿñü íà Àëòàå è 
â Ñàÿíàõ, ïðîíèêàþò íà ñåâåð äî Ìèíó-
ñèíñêîé êîòëîâèíû, à íà þã – äî öåíòðàëü-
íûõ ðàéîíîâ Òÿíü-Øàíÿ, òî åñòü, îáèòàþò 
ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî â ïðåäåëàõ àðåàëà öåí-
òðàëüíîàçèàòñêîãî áàëîáàíà. Ïî ìåíü-

Òèáåòñêèé áàëîáàí (Falco cherrug 
hendersoni). Ôîòî Å. Ïîòàïîâà.

Tibetan Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug 
hendersoni). Photo by E. Potapov.
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øåé ìåðå îäèí äîñòîâåðíûé 
ñëó÷àé âñòðå÷è ãíåçäÿùåãîñÿ 
àëòàéñêîãî ñîêîëà â àðåàëå 
îáûêíîâåííîãî áàëîáàíà (ê 
ýòîìó ïîäâèäó ïðèíàäëåæàë 
è îäèí èç ïàðòí¸ðîâ) îòìå-
÷åí Ï. Ïôàíäåðîì (1994). 
Íå èñêëþ÷åíî, ÷òî àëòàé-
ñêèå ñîêîëû ìîãóò ïðîíè-
êàòü è â àðåàë ìîíãîëüñêèõ 
áàëîáàíîâ. Ñðåäè ðàçëè÷íûõ 
ãèïîòåç, îáúÿñíÿþùèõ ñóùå-

ñòâîâàíèå â ïðåäåëàõ àðåàëîâ íåñêîëüêèõ 
ïîäâèäîâ áàëîáàíîâ ïòèö, ðåçêî îòëè-
÷àþùèõñÿ öåëûì êîìïëåêñîì ïðèçíàêîâ, 
ñâîåé ëîãè÷íîñòüþ ïîäêóïàåò ãèïîòåçà, 
ïðåäëîæåííàÿ â óæå óïîìèíàâøèõñÿ ñòà-
òüÿõ Ï. Ïôàíäåðîì. Îí ïîëàãàåò, ÷òî â 
êîíöå ïîñëåäíåãî ëåäíèêîâîãî ïåðèîäà â 
âûñîêîãîðüÿõ Àëòàÿ è Ñàÿí ìîãëà îñòàòüñÿ 
èçîëèðîâàííàÿ ïîïóëÿöèÿ êðå÷åòîâ, êî-
òîðàÿ â õîäå ïîòåïëåíèÿ êëèìàòà è ñîïóò-
ñòâóþùåãî åìó îñòåïíåíèþ ðåãèîíà áûëà 
àññèìèëèðîâàíà ïðîíèêàþùèìè íà ñåâåð 
ïîïóëÿöèÿìè áàëîáàíîâ. Ñîõðàíåíèå â 
ýòîì ðàéîíå îñîáåé, îáëàäàþùèõ â ðàñ-
öâåòêå è ðèñóíêå îïåðåíèÿ, à âîçìîæíî 
è â íåêîòîðûõ ÷åðòàõ áèîëîãèè, íåêîòî-
ðûìè êðå÷åòèíûìè ïðèçíàêàìè ÿâëÿåòñÿ 
ñâèäåòåëüñòâîì áûëîé ãèáðèäèçàöèè äâóõ 
áëèçêèõ âèäîâ. Íî è ýòà ãèïîòåçà, íà ìîé 
âçãëÿä, èìååò ñëàáîñòè. Íàïðèìåð, ìîæíî 
áûëî áû îæèäàòü, ÷òî ïîìèìî ñïåöèôè-
÷åñêèõ îñîáåííîñòåé ðàñöâåòêè è ðèñóí-
êà (êîòîðûå, êñòàòè, è ó êðå÷åòîâ âñòðå÷à-
þòñÿ äîñòàòî÷íî ðåäêî), àëòàéñêèå ñîêîëû 
äîëæíû áûëè áû èìåòü ïðîìåæóòî÷íûé 
õàðàêòåð â ïðîïîðöèÿõ è ðàçìåðàõ. Îä-
íàêî, îíè â ýòîì îòíîøåíèè – òèïè÷íûå 
áàëîáàíû. Àíàëèç ÄÍÊ àëòàéñêèõ ñîêî-
ëîâ òàêæå íå âûÿâèë íèêàêèõ îòëè÷èé îò 
ìåñòíûõ áàëîáàíîâ (Wink et al., 2007). È, 
íàêîíåö, èãíîðèðóåòñÿ ÿâíîå ñõîäñòâî 
êëþ÷åâûõ ïðèçíàêîâ àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ ñ 
òàêèìè æå ïðèçíàêàìè òèáåòñêèõ áàëîáà-
íîâ. Íà ìîé âçãëÿä, àëòàéñêèå ñîêîëû è òè-
áåòñêèå áàëîáàíû – íàèáîëåå àðõàè÷íûå 
ïîäâèäû, âîçìîæíî ñîõðàíèâøèå â ñâî¸ì 
îáëèêå ìíîãèå ÷åðòû îáùåãî äëÿ áàëîáà-
íîâ è êðå÷åòîâ ïðåäêà. Èìåííî ýòèì îáú-
ÿñíÿåòñÿ íàëè÷èå ðÿäà ïðèçíàêîâ, îòñóò-
ñòâóþùèõ ó äðóãèõ ôîðì áàëîáàíîâ, íî 
èìåþùèõñÿ ó íåêîòîðûõ êðå÷åòîâ. Èìåÿ 
õîðîøî èçîëèðîâàííûé àðåàë â âûñîêî-
ãîðüÿõ Òèáåòà, òèáåòñêèé áàëîáàí â çíà÷è-
òåëüíîé ìåðå ñîõðàíèë èñõîäíûé îáëèê. 
Àëòàéñêèå ñîêîëû, ñìåøèâàÿñü ñ äðóãè-
ìè áàëîáàíàìè, ïîñòåïåííî ñîêðàùàëè 
ñâîé àðåàë è, ïî ñâåäåíèÿì Â. Ìîñåéêèíà 

(ëè÷íîå ñîîáùåíèå), ýòîò ïîäâèä â ÷èñòîì 
âèäå ñîõðàíèëñÿ íà î÷åíü îãðàíè÷åííîé 
òåððèòîðèè ðîññèéñêîãî Àëòàÿ, ãäå îáè-
òàåò â ãîðíûõ òà¸æíûõ ðàéîíàõ ñ î÷åíü 
âûñîêîé âëàæíîñòüþ, êîòîðûå ìàëî ïðè-
âëåêàòåëüíû äëÿ «íîðìàëüíûõ» áàëîáàíîâ, 
òî åñòü, ýêîëîãè÷åñêè îò íèõ èçîëèðîâà-
íû. Ëþáîïûòíî, ÷òî, ïî ìåðå óäàëåíèÿ 
îò ÿäðà ïîäâèäà, çîíà ñìåøåíèÿ ñ áàëî-
áàíàìè äðóãèõ ïîäâèäîâ õàðàêòåðèçóåò-
ñÿ íå ñòîëüêî ïîñòåïåííûì îñëàáëåíèåì 
ñïåöèôè÷åñêèõ ïðèçíàêîâ àëòàéñêèõ ñî-
êîëîâ, ñêîëüêî ïðîñòûì óìåíüøåíèåì 
÷èñëåííîñòè â ïîïóëÿöèè ïòèö, èìåþùèõ 
òèïè÷íûé îáëèê «àëòàéöåâ». Òî åñòü, äàæå 
â îêðåñòíîñòÿõ Èññûê-Êóëÿ èëè Àëìàòû, 
êîòîðûå îò ñîõðàíèâøåãîñÿ ÿäðà ïîäâèäà 
îòäåëÿåò áîëåå 1000 êì, ìîæíî âñòðåòèòü 
íà ãíåçäîâàíèè òèïè÷íûõ àëòàéñêèõ ñî-
êîëîâ. Ïî-âèäèìîìó, ýòî îáúÿñíÿåòñÿ èñ-
êëþ÷èòåëüíîé äîìèíàíòíîñòüþ êëþ÷åâûõ 
ïðèçíàêîâ àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ. Íå ñëó-
÷àéíî äàæå â ñìåøàííûõ ïàðàõ áîëüøàÿ 
÷àñòü ïîòîìñòâà âûãëÿäèò êàê «àëòàéöû». ß 
îïðîñèë âëàäåëüöåâ ìíîãèõ ïèòîìíèêîâ, 
êîòîðûå ðàçâîäÿò àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ, è 
îò âñåõ ïîëó÷èë ïîäòâåðæäåíèå òîìó, ÷òî 
íàáëþäàë è â ïðèðîäå: åñëè â ïàðå îáà 
ðîäèòåëÿ èìåþò òèïè÷íûå ïðèçíàêè ïîä-
âèäà (ïðè ýòîì íå ïðèõîäèòñÿ ñîìíåâàòü-
ñÿ, ÷òî èõ ïðåäêè ìíîãîêðàòíî ñìåøèâà-
ëèñü ñ «íîðìàëüíûìè» áàëîáàíàìè), âñ¸ 
ïîòîìñòâî èìååò «àëòàéñêóþ» âíåøíîñòü. 
Êðàéíèå òî÷êè, ãäå âñ¸ åù¸ âñòðå÷àþòñÿ 
ãíåçäÿùèåñÿ áàëîáàíû, ñîõðàíèâøèå îá-
ëèê òèïè÷íûõ àëòàéñêèõ ñîêîëîâ, î÷åâèä-
íî, ìàðêèðóþò ãðàíèöû áûëîãî ðàñïðî-
ñòðàíåíèÿ ýòîãî ïîäâèäà.

Ðåçþìèðóÿ, ïðèõîäèòñÿ êîíñòàòèðîâàòü, 

Ñàìåö àëòàéñêîãî ñîêîëà câåòëîé îêðàñêè îêîëî 
ãíåçäà. Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Male of the Altai [Saker] Falcon pale morph near
 the nest. Photo by I. Karyakin.

Ñàìåö àëòàéñêîãî 
ñîêîëà (Falco cher-
rug altaicus) ò¸ìíîé 
îêðàñêè íà ãíåçäå. 
Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Male of the Altai [Saker] 
Falcon (Falco cherrug 
altaicus) dark morph on 
the nest. 
Photo by I. Karyakin.
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÷òî îöåíèâàÿ ãåîãðàôè÷åñêóþ èçìåí÷è-
âîñòü áàëîáàíîâ, ìîæíî âûäåëèòü ñëåäóþ-
ùèå ëîêàëüíûå ôîðìû: îáûêíîâåííûé, 
òèáåòñêèé, àëòàéñêèé (èñ÷åçàþùèé), ìîí-
ãîëüñêèé, öåíòðàëüíîàçèàòñêèé, òóðêåñòàí-
ñêèé, ÷èíêîâûé è àíàòîëèéñêèé áàëîáàíû 
(ïîñëåäíèé äî ñèõ ïîð íå îïèñûâàëñÿ êàê 
ñàìîñòîÿòåëüíûé ïîäâèä).

Äèôôåðåíöèàöèÿ áàëîáàíîâ çàïàäíîãî 
è âîñòî÷íîãî òèïîâ çàøëà íàñòîëüêî äà-
ëåêî, ÷òî â áîëüøèíñòâå ìåñò êîíòàêòà èõ 
àðåàëîâ îíè ïðàêòè÷åñêè íå ñìåøèâàþò-
ñÿ. Òàì æå, ãäå ýòî ïðîèñõîäèò, çîíà ãè-
áðèäèçàöèè ñðàâíèòåëüíî óçêàÿ, ïòèöû â 
íåé îòëè÷àþòñÿ, â çàâèñèìîñòè îò ïðåîá-
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Ïòåíöû àëòàéñêîãî 
ñîêîëà â ãíåçäå. 
Ôîòî È. Êàðÿêèíà.

Chicks of the Altai 
[Saker] Falcon in the 
nest. 
Photo by I. Karyakin.

ëàäàíèÿ äîëè êðîâè òîé èëè èíîé ôîðìû, 
çíà÷èòåëüíûì ðàçíîîáðàçèåì ïðèçíàêîâ, 
âûðàæàþùèõñÿ íå òîëüêî âî âíåøíîñòè, 
íî è â îñîáåííîñòÿõ áèîëîãèè. Ïîäîá-
íóþ êàðòèíó ìîæíî íàáëþäàòü â çîíå 
ãèáðèäèçàöèè ìíîãèõ áëèçêèõ âèäîâ, íà-
ïðèìåð ÷¸ðíîé (Corvus corone) è ñåðîé 
âîðîíû (C. cornix) èëè îáûêíîâåííîãî 
(Buteo rufinus) è ìîõíîíîãîãî êóðãàííèêà 
(B. hemilasius). Ïîýòîìó ÿ òàêèõ ñîêîëîâ, 
õîòü è íàçûâàþ «ñèáèðñêèìè áàëîáàíà-
ìè», ñêëîíåí ðàññìàòðèâàòü íå êàê îñîáûé 
ïîäâèä, à êàê ïðîäóêò ãèáðèäèçàöèè «ïî÷òè 
âèäîâ» – çàïàäíûõ è âîñòî÷íûõ áàëîáàíîâ.

Áëàãîäàðíîñòè
Àâòîð áëàãîäàðèò âûäàþùåãîñÿ ðîñ-

ñèéñêîãî õóäîæíèêà-àíèìàëèñòà Âàäèìà 
Ãîðáàòîâà íå òîëüêî çà ìàñòåðñêè èñïîë-
íåííûå èëëþñòðàöèè ê ýòîé ñòàòüå, íî è çà 
äðóæáó è ïîääåðæêó âî ìíîãèõ ñîâìåñò-
íûõ ýêñïåäèöèÿõ.




