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A6cTpakT

B cratbe 06Cy»KAAIOTCSI BOMPOCLI reorpanyeckoi usmeHunsoct1 6arobata (Falco cherrug) v ero noABMAOBOM cu-
cTematMki. Ha OCHOBaHMM AMTEPATYPHDBIX AQHHBIX M MOAEBbIX HABAIOAEHM aBTOPa OBCY KAAETCS BLIAGAEHUE BOCHMM
NoABMAOB B apeare 6arobaHa: obbikHOBEHHDLI 6arobaH (F. ch. cherrug), aHaTOAMACKMIA 6arobaH (F. ch. anatolicus
SSP. NOV.), YMHKOBLIM MAM aparokacruickumii 6arobat (F. ch. aralocaspius), Typkecranckui 6aroba (F. ch. coatsi),
LIeHTPaAbHOA3MaTckmii 6arobaH (F. ch. milvipes), moHroasckmii 6arobaH (F. ch. progressus), artaickui 6aro6aH
(F. ch. altaicus) n Tn6etckuii 6aroban (F. ch. hendersoni). AHatoAmniickuii 6arobaH paHee He 6uia onmcaH. CUBMPCKMX
6arobaHos (F. ch. saceroides), paHee OMMCAHHBIX KAK CAMOCTOSITEALHDBIV MOABMA, MPEAAAraeTCsl PACCMATPUBATL KaK
rbpuanyio nonyasiumio F. ch. cherrug x F. ch. milvipes.

KaroyeBLie croBa: XviHbIE MTULILI, COKOABI, 6arobaH, Falco cherrug, noaBuabl, reorpadusi, cMCTEMATUKA.

Abstract

Questions of geographical variation of the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) and its systematics of subspecies are
discussed. According with published data and author’s surveys 8 subspecies of the Saker Falcon have been dis-
tinguished: Common Saker (F. ch. cherrug), Anatolian Saker (F. ch. anatolicus ssp. nov.), Chink or Aralocaspian
Saker (F. ch. aralocaspius), Turkestanian Saker (F. ch. coatsi), Centralasian Saker (F. ch. milvipes), Mongolian Saker
(F. ch. progressus), Altai Saker (F. ch. altaicus) and Tibetan Saker (F. ch. hendersoni). The Anatolian Saker was not
described earlier. Siberian Sakers (F. ch. saceroides) earlier recognized as a subspecies have been offered to declare
as a hybrid population of F. ch. cherrug x F. ch. milvipes.

Keywords: birds of prey, falcons, Saker Falcon, Falco cherrug, subspecies, geography, systematics.

BBeAenue

B nocaeaHue roabl, B CBSI3W C LWIMPOKUM
BHeApeHVeM MeToAOB aHaamsa AHK aas
MPOSICHEHMsI HEKOTOPLIX BOMPOCOB CUCTEMA-
TUKM, BHOBb O>KMBMAACL AMCKYCCMSI O BUAO-
BOW CaAMOCTOSITEALHOCTM U reorpadpuyeckon
M3MeHuMBocTM HarobaHos (Falco cherrug).
[ToAy4YeHHbIe 3TMMM METOAAMM AAHHbIE KaK
6YATO CBMAETEALCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO PaSAUYMSI
meskay kpedetamu (F. rusticolus), 6arobaHa-
MU, AaHHepamu (F. biarmicus) v Aarrapamm
(F. jugger) He GOAbLIE, YEM MEXKAY PABANY-
HbLIMU MOABMAAMU caricaHoB (F. peregrinus),
MO3BOASIIOT  MPEANOAOXUTL  PELEHTHYIO

With the implementation of new methods
in the field of DNA-analysis, the discussion
on specific independence and geographic
variability of Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug)
became livelier again with regard to sys-
tematics. The data which have been won
through these methods seem to show that
Gyrfalcons (F. rusticolus), Saker Falcons,
Lanner Falcons (F. biarmicus) and Laggar
Falcons (F. jugger) do not differ more from
each other than the different subspecies of
Peregrine Falcons, and thus allow suppos-
ing recent hybridization between species of
the Hierofalco complex. Furthermore, in the
genetic structure of the Saker Falcon, 2-3
different groups can be distinguished, but
not geographically located (Nittinger, 2004;
Nittinger et al., 2007; Wink et al., 2007).

In the present study, the attempt is made
to compare the cited theories with data
which I have gained through many years of
observation of Saker Falcons with traditional
methods — in nature and in captivity.

barobaH (Falco cherrug). ®oro M. KapskuHa.
Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug). Photo by I. Karyakin.
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TMOPMAM3ALMIO MEXKAY BMAAMM KOMITAEK-
ca Hierofalco, a B reHeTM4€CKOM CTPYKType
6ar06aHOB BLIAEASIIOT 2—3 AMHUM, KOTOPbLIE,
OAHaKO, reorpaoMyeckm He AOKaAM3O0BaHbLI
(Nittinger 2004; Nittinger et al., 2007; Wink
et al., 2007). B HacTos1wel cratbe npeAnpu-
HSITA MOMbITKA COMOCTABA€HUS MEePEYNCAEH-
HbIX BO33PE€HUI C AAHHLIMU, MOAYYEHHLIMU
ABTOPOM B XOA€ MHOTOAETHMX HAOAIOAEHMI
3a 6arobaHamMy TPAAMLIMOHHLIMM METOAAMM,
KaK B MOAEBbLIX YCAOBUSIX, TaK U B HEBOAE.

O6cyxaenne

LLipoko pacrnpoctpaHéHHOE MpeACTaBAe-
Hye GOABIIMHCTBA CMELIMAAMCTOB O TOM, YTO
rpynna BuaoB Hierofalco o6pasyer MOHOAUT-
HLIFi KOMIAEKC, HA MO B3TAsIA, COBEPLIEHHO
060CHOBaHHO. U BCE-Taku, HECMOTPSI Ha TO,
YTO BCE 3TM BUAbl B YCAOBUSIX HEBOAU M-
OPUAM3MPYIOTCST MEXKAY COBOM M AQIOT MAO-
AOBUTOE MOTOMCTBO, KAXKALIM U3 HUX UMeEeT
COBEpIUEHHO creumnduyeckme Mopgoro-
rmyeckne OCOBEHHOCTU, TMO3BOASIIOWME UX
OAHO3HAYHO OIPEAEAsITb, B MPUPOAE OHM 3a-
HMMAIOT CBOKO OCOBEHHYIO SKOAOTMYECKYIO
HULIY M HUTAE, A&KE B MECTax COMPUKOCHO-
BEHMs! AV YACTUYHOI'O HAAOYKEHUS apeanoB,
He 0OpasyloT MepexoAHbIX hopmM. MoXKHO
MPOCTO MOPaXKATLCS, HACKOALKO HAAE)KHO
(byHKLUMOHUPYET MEeXAY HUMM PENPOAYK-
TUBHas1 n3oAsiumsi! HackoAbKO MHe 13BECTHO,
AOCTOBEPHBLIX (PAKTOB TMOPMAM3ALIMM STUX
COKOAOB B TMPUPOAHBLIX YCAOBMSIX B MeCTax
KOHTaKTa MX €CTECTBEHHDLIX apPEeaAOB He yCTa-
HOBA€HO. He comHeBaloch, 4TO, AKE ecAu
Takme PakTbl MOsIBSTCS, Hanpumep — obpa-
30BaHME CMEILAHHLIX Nap 6ar0baHOB C Kpe-
yetamn B BOAOTUCTLIX PABHMHAX 3ariaAHo
Cubupu B A0AMHE p. MpToiw, rae oba Buaa
MOCEASIIOTCSl B MAEHTUYHLIX BMoTOonax v rno
CBEXKMM AAQHHBLIM M3BECTHbIE THE3AA 06OMX
BMAOB pasaeAsiioT He 6oaee 300 km (Copo-
KvH, 2009, MoukuH, 2009), — OHM OCTaHyT-
Cs1 €AMHUYHLIMM 3MM30AaMU U HE MPUBEAYT K
PA3MBIBAHUIO FPAHULL MEXXAY BUAaMMU. Taioke,
KaK 3TO HE MMeeT MOCAEACTBUM, Harpumep,
Y BOAOMNAABAIOWMX MTULL, CAyHau rmbpuamsa-
UMM Y KOTOPbLIX B MPUPOAE WUPOKO M3BECT-
HbI U, MO MEHbLIEN Mepe, HEKOTOPbLIE U3 3TUX
TMOPYAOB BIMTOAHE MAOAOBUTDI.

MosiBUBWLIMECS] B MOCAEAHME TOALI B pabo-
TaX, OCHOBAHHLIX HA MOAEKYASIPHLIX METOAAX
VICCA€AOBAHUI, YTBEPIKAEHUSI O TreHeTuye-
CKoM BAM30CTM CariCaHOB K COKOAAM PYIrbl
Hierofalco, noayepkuBalolmecs: AaKe crie-
LIMAABLHBIM TEPMMHOM «CECTPUHCKASsI rpyrirnar,
KaK MHE KaKEeTCsl, HE MOATBEPIKAQIOTCS HU
MOPOAOTUHECKMMU, HU  BMOAOTMHECKMMM
VAU 3TOAOTMYECKMMM Mpu3Hakamu. Doaee

Most researchers agree on the view that
the species within the Hierofalco complex
are closely related to each other. All of these
species give fertile offspring when hybridiz-
ing with each other in captivity. However,
each of them has its specific morphological
features, occupies a certain ecological niche
in nature and does not hybridize anywhere,
not even in contact zones or in places with
partially overlapping distribution. There are
no reliable facts on hybridization between
these falcons in natural conditions in contact
zones of their natural distributions.

Interpreting the geographical variation
of Saker Falcons, different specialists dis-
tinguished two to six subspecies. Most
convincing seems to be the division of the
Saker Falcons into two subspecies (Vaurie,
1965), although it obviously does not re-
flect the whole variety of their geographical
forms. In fact, if a subspecies is regarded as
a step in evolution towards the formation of
a new species, one may hardly find a better
example than the Western and the Eastern
Saker Falcons.

The plumage of young Western Saker Fal-
cons hardly differs from those of the adults,
they are migrating birds, build their nests
mainly on trees, and their preferred prey are
different species of sousliks (Spermophilus
sp.). In the plumage of adult Eastern Saker
Falcons are horizontal markings which dis-
tinguish them strongly from the young, they
mainly lead a sedentary way of life (only the
young birds migrate to the wintering areas
in their first year; this is the case for the ma-
jority of the populations), nest on rocks, in
slopes, occasionally on the ground. Their
food consists of small and medium-sized
mammals which are available virtually all
year (different species of gerbils Meriones
& Rhombomys sp., pikas Ochotona sp. and
voles Microtus & Lasiopodomys sp.).

The division of the Saker Falcons into two
groups is seemingly confirmed by the anal-
yses of their DNA (Nittinger, 2004). How-
ever, | have difficulties in agreeing with the
author on the conclusion that they are lo-
cated geographically. She wrongly assumes
that the distribution ranges of the Western
and the Eastern Saker Falcons border on
each other along a line from North to South
in the region of Altai. Actually, the Western
Saker Falcons inhabit a strip of land which
mainly consists of forest steppe and steppe,
and stretches out from Austria in the West
to Eastern Mongolia in the East. In contrast,
the Eastern Saker Falcons inhabit mainly
mountainous and semi-desert areas from
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PacnipocrpaHeHne
COKOAOB IPyIIbl BUAOB
Hierofalco.

Distribution of the Hiero-
falco species.

TOrO, MHOTME 3AEMEHTbl TOKOBOTO MOBEAE-
HMs1 CarCaHOB (MO3bl, aKyCTUYECKME CUTHAADI)
VMIMEIOT HECOMHEHHOE CXOACTBO C MOBEAEHM-
€M MEAKUX COKOAOB (mycteAwr F. tinnuncu-
lus, F. naumanni, ko6umkos F. vespertinus,
F. amurensis, aepbHukoB F. columbarius u
yeraokos F. subbuteo) u, HanpoTnB, 3aMeTHO
OTAMYAIOTCSI OT CYLIECTBEHHO YIPOLEHHOro
6payHoro putyara KpederoB, 6arobaHoB,
AAHHEPOB U AarrapoB. JKEATast okpacka Aar u
BOCKOBMWLIbI MOAOAbLIX CArlCAHOB TaKasl Xe, Kak
Yy BCEX MEPEUNCAEHHDIX IPYII MEAKMX COKO-
AOB M OTAMYAETCSI OT CePOBATO-CMHEN Y MTULL
rpynnul Hierofalco. CUAYST 1 ABUXKEHUST Ae-
TSIIMX CANCAHOB, TAKXKE Kak OCOBEHHOCTM UX
OXOTHUYLETO MOBEAEHMSI, CKOPEE MO3BOASIIOT
y3HaTb B HUX MEPEPOCTKOB-YETAOKOB, YeEM
SIKOBOLI BAMBKMX POACTBEHHUKOB H6ar0OaHOB,
C KOTOPLIMU MX COAMXKAIOT Pa3Be YTO pasme-
pbl. AtoBOILITHO, YTO B BOAEE PaHHMX MyOAU-
KaLMsIX PEKOHCTPYKLUMY (DUAOTE€HMM COKOAOB
Ha OCHOBE AAHHbLIX O PSIAAX MUTOXOHAPUAAL-
HLIX LMTOXPOM-B reHos (Seibold et al., 1993;
Wink, 1994) ropasao 6oAbllIE COOTBETCTBO-
BaAM MOVIM MPEACTABAEHMSIM, MOAYYEHHLIM B
Pe3yALTaTE MOAEBLIX HABAIOAEHMIA.

Mpu Bcém pasHoobpasum pacLBETKM U pU-
CyHKa oriepeHust 6aro06aHOB, HEKOTOPLIE Ba-
PMAHTLI KOTOPLIX MMEIOT BOADLIE CXOACTBA C
ornepeHnem KpeyeToB, CaricaHoOB, AAHHEPOB,
Aarrapos u Aake waxuHos (F. pelegrinoides),
yeM Mexay coboit, Bcex 0cobeil SToro BUAa
OBLEAVHSIET LIEAbI PSIA MOPJIOAOTMHECKMX
MPU3HAKOB (pa3mepbl, CUAYST, AETaAU MPO-
MOPLMIA KOHEYHOCTE), HEe TOBOPSI O Xapak-
Tepe MOAéTa, OCOBEHHOCTSIX OXOTHMYLETO
rMoBeAE€HMsl, MX reorpadmyeckon u 6uoto-
MMYEeCKor AOKaAM3aLIMK.

OueHuBasi reorpapuyeckylo  U3MeHUU-
BOCTL 6ANOBAHOB, Pa3HLIE CMELIMAAUCTDI Bbl-

Anatolia in the West to the mountains of
the Great Chingan in Eastern China in the
East. On the longitudinal axis, the distribu-
tions of these birds match in 80° or nearly
9000 km.

As F. Nittinger provides the areas where
the samples were collected in the Appen-
dix 9.2 of her study, | tried to compare
them with the results of DNA analyses of
these birds that are shown in Appendix
9.12, on the basis of the real distribution of
Western and Eastern Saker Falcons. In about
85% of the cases the results met the expec-
tations. Thus, the method of DNA analysis
as a promising instrument in the research
of subspecies structure was rehabilitated for
me, whereas the results of F. Nittinger’s re-
search have given me new ideas.

The fact that Saker Falcons are divided
into two groups whose central haplotypes
are separated by six mutational steps shows
that the process of differentiation has gone
very far already. Interestingly, the central
haplotype of the Eastern Saker Falcons,
which the Western Saker Falcons do not
have, is shared by the Barbary Falcon. It is
impossible to explain this phenomenon by
recent hybridization between Barbary Fal-
cons and Eastern Saker Falcons. Somewhat
more probable seems to me the formation
of mixed pairs during the postglacial shift
in the distribution borders of these species.
However, more plausible seems the idea
that the haplotype shared by Eastern Saker
Falcons and Barbary Falcons was obtained
much earlier from a mutual ancestor. It was
“lost” by a group of Saker Falcons which lat-
er became those birds that nowadays con-
stitute the Western subspecies.

| suppose that the key moment which
initiated the separation of the Saker Falcons
into Western and Eastern subspecies was
the shift made by a part of them to nest-
ing on trees. This shift allowed the future
Western Saker Falcons to advance to plains,
steppes and forest steppes which formerly
were not accessible because of the lack of
rocks necessary for breeding. Being very
attractive in spring and summer due to a
large quantity of prey, these habitats prove
to be not very suitable for Saker Falcons dur-
ing the rest of the year (sousliks hibernate,
most bird species migrate to the South, the
thick snow-covering makes various species
of mouse-like rodents inaccessible).

The appropriation of new territories is
only possible by giving up the sedentary
way of life. The necessity of regular migra-
tions during which the birds had to cross
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AEASIAV OT ABYX AO WIECTU NMOABMAOB (Vaurie,
1965, KosnroBa, 1975; AementbeB, 1951;
CrenaHsiH, 1975 u ap.). [lpu 3TOM 3aya-
CTYIO OAHUMMM U TEMM >K€ HaMMEHOBAaHWsI-
MM HAAEASIAM COBEPLIEHHO PAa3HLIX TMTUL,
MecTa OBUTaHWUM KOTOPLIX MHOTAA PasAe-
ASIIOT  TLICSIYM KMAOMETpPOB. UM Aake ecan
MOA OMNPEAEAEHHLIMM HA3BAHMSIMU  TOABU-
AOB TMOAPA3yMEBAAUCHL MTULILI, oBAasatowme
CXOAHBIMM BHEIWIHUMM MPU3HAKaMM, IPaHU-
Libl MX aPE€aAOB MPOBOAMAUCL B COBEPLIEHHO
PasHbBIX MecTax. B ueaom Bce 311 pasanumsi
OBLSICHSIOTCS TPEMSI PUUYMHAMM — PA3HULIET
B TOAKOBAHMM CaAMOTO TMOHSITUSI MOABUA, CTe-
MEHLIO U3yYEHHOCTM BAAOBAHOB HA MOMEHT
MOMbITKM UX CUCTEMATU3ALIMU TEM MAU UHDLIM
aBTOPOM, AMOO, HAKOHEL, OWMOOYHOCTLIO
MHTEPMpeTaLuy UMEIOLErocsi Matepuana.
HaumeHbluime BO3paskeHMsi Bbi3bIBAET Ae-
AeHMe 6arobaHoB Ha ABa noasuaa (Vaurie,
1965), XOTs1 1 OYEBMAHO, YTO OHO He OTpa-
JKaeT BCEro pasHoobpasusi reorpacmyecku
AOKaAM30BaHHLIX hopmM. AeliCTBUTEALHO,
€CAM paccMmatpyvBath MOABMA Kak liar B 3BO-
AIOLIMM K OBPA30BAHMIO HOBLIX BUMAOB, TPYA-
HO HalTV AyYWMIA MPUMEpP, YEM 3arnaaHbie U
BOCTOUYHbIE BarobaHbl. Kak Gyaer nokasaHo
HWDKE, Ha3BaHMsl «3araAHbli» M «BOCTOYHDIN»
KpaiHe HeyAayHbl M HE TOALKO He OTpaKaroT
PEaAbHOCTM, HO M MOTYT TMPUBOAUTDL K OLIK-
604HLIM BuIBOAAM. TEM HE MEHee, 51, CAEAyYs]
Tpaaumm, GYAy MOAL3OBATLCS MMM B AAAD-
Herwem. KpaTko xapakrepusysi OCHOBHbIE
BHEWHME M BUOAOTMYECKME YEPTLI STUX ABYX
MOABMAOB, MOXXHO OTMETUTD, YTO Y 3araAHbIX

individual territories of sedentary Saker Fal-
cons or even stay there for longer periods,
led, in my opinion, to the changes in the
plumage marks — it obtained the features
of a young bird’s plumage. The advantages
of such mimicry are obvious. Saker Falcons
uncompromisingly defend their territories
from the intrusion of their adult fellows, but,
on the other hand, they show an astonish-
ing tolerance towards young falcons. Possi-
ble evidence for the loss of horizontal marks
by the adult Western Saker Falcons could
be provided by the regular appearance of
individuals in different parts of the distribu-
tion of the subspecies which carry the typi-
cal marks of the Eastern subspecies (Glutz
et al., 1971), and which seem to be of an
atavistic nature.

Interestingly, in contact zones of Eastern
and Western Saker Falcons in the Betpak-
dala region where the distance between
neighbouring nests occupied by different
subspecies is sometimes not larger than a
few kilometres, they do virtually not mix.
Eastern Saker Falcons usually form pairs in
autumn, stay together during the whole
winter in the breeding territory and start lay-
ing eggs in March. The Western Saker Fal-
cons return from their wintering areas when
the Eastern are already sitting on their eggs.
In a short time span they occupy the terri-
tory, perform their courtship and start laying
eggs approximately a month later than the
Eastern Saker Falcons. In other words, the
falcons of these subspecies behave like two

ot LA
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PacripocTpaHeHue pasHbix MoABUAOB 6arobaHa o I.I1. AemeHTtseBy (1951): A — rHe3A0BoiT apeaa, B — o6aactb
3umoBoOK, 1 — Falco cherrug danubialis, 2 — F. ch. cherrug, 3 —F. ch. saceroides, 4 —F. ch. coatsi, 5 —F. ch. mil-

vipes, 6 —F. ch. hendersoni.

Distribution different subspecies of the Saker Falcon (Dementiev, 1951): A — breeding range, B — wintering
range, 1 — Falco cherrug danubialis, 2 —F. ch. cherrug, 3 —F. ch. saceroides, 4 —F. ch. coatsi, 5 - F. ch. milvipes,

6 —F. ch. hendersoni.
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HeiipoHHas 6arn06aHOB IOHOWECKUIA M OKOHYATEALHDI,
CETL ranAoTMnos B3POCADLIA HApPSsIA, OAEBAEMDIV MOCAE MEPBOWA
MUTOXOHADHAALHOV AVIHBKM, €ABAa OTAMYAIOTCSl, OHM SIBASIIOTCSI
AHK no pesyabtatam LV A "
UCCACAOBAHMIT nepeA€THLIMM NTULAaMM, FHE3AQ yCTpamBaroT
®. Hurtutrep (2004). MPEeVMyLECTBEHHO Ha A€PEBLSIX, OCHOBHOM
Beayraura yana AOObLIYEV MM CAY>KAT Pa3HLIE BUALI CYCAMKOB
MPOMopPLMOHAAbHA

(Spermophilus sp.), Bnaaalowmx B 3MMHIOIO
crisiuky. B Hapsiae B3pOCAbIX BOCTOYHBIX Oa-
AODAHOB TMOSIBASIETCSI PE3KO  OTAMHAIOLIMIA
VX OT MOAOALIX MOMEPEYHLI PUCYHOK, OHU
BEAYT TMPEUMYIIECTBEHHO OCEAALIE 0Opas
JKU3HUN (/\I/ll.l.lb MOAOAbI€ MTULLI B ﬁepBblVl roA
JKM3HM B GOADLLIMHCTBE MOMYASILMA YAETAIOT
Ha 3MMOBKY), THE3ASITCSI HA CKAAAX M OOpbI-
Bax, M3PEAKA Ha 3eMAE€, OCHOBY MX MUTaHWsI
COCTaBASIOT MEAKME U CPEAHMX PasMepPoB
MAEKOMUTAIOIIME, HE BraAdlolye B 3MMHIOI0
CIsYKY M AOCTYIMHbLIE MPAaKTUYECKU prl'/\blﬁ
roa (pasHole BUMALI mnecyaHok Meriones u
Rhombomys sp., nuuyx Ochotona sp. v no-
A€ok Microtus v Lasiopodomys sp.).
AereHne 6anOBAHOB HA ABE IPyMrbl KAk
OYATO MOATBEPIKAAETCSI M MUCCAEAOBAHMSIMM
mx AHK (Nittinger, 2004). lNpasaa, TpyAHO
COTAACUTLCSI C ABTOPOM B TOM, YTO 3TU ABE
AVIHUM HE MMEIOT reorpacdmyeckoin npmssis-
K. AHaAM3MPYsl 3aBUCMMOCTbL PE3YALTATOB
aHaamsza AHK ot reorpadomyeckoii AoKaam-

KOAMYECTBY O6pA3LIOB.

Neural network of mi-
tochondrial haplotypes
(Nittinger, 2004). The
size of unit is propor-
tional to the number of
samples.
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different species within this contact zone.

However, some facts provide evidence
that farther to the North, possibly already in
the Tarbagatay region, as well as in the Altai
region, Southern Siberia and Northern Mon-
golia, where the climatic conditions narrow
the breeding periods of Eastern and West-
ern subspecies, formation of mixed pairs
takes place. The offspring of such mixed
pairs have transitional features with great
variation. The transitional character of fea-
tures shows not only in terms of outward
appearance, but also in the way these ani-
mals lead their lives.

It was precisely this type of birds — I
would call them “Siberian Saker Falcons”
(as an independent subspecies such falcons
were described as F. ch. saceroides Bianchi,
1907) — which prevailed among the falcons
that came to the wintering areas in South-
ern and Eastern Kazakhstan. They strikingly
differed from the regional, sedentary East-
ern Saker Falcons through the lack of bluish
shades in the colouring of their plumage and
less distinctive horizontal markings (fig. 1). Si-
berian Saker Falcons often hunted pigeons
and doves in residential estates. Out of
nearly 50 birds whose hunting behaviour |
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3aLMM MECT B3sITMsl NMPO6, OHA MCXOAUT U3
MPEACTaBAEHMS O TOM, YTO aPEAaAbl 3araAHbIX
M BOCTOYHDLIX 6AAOBAHOB IpaHMYaT MEXXAY
COBO0V BAOAbL AMHMM, MPOTSIHYBLIENCS C CEBE-
pa Ha 1or rae-To B panoHe Aatas. Ha camom
AeAe 3araaHbie 6anoBaHbl OBUTAIOT MOAO-
COM, OXBATLIBAIOWEN MPEUMYLIECTBEHHO Ae-
COCTErHblE U CTeMHbIe parioHbl OT ABCTPUM
Ha 3anaae A0 BocroyHow MoHroAmm Ha Boc-
TOKE, & BOCTOYHblE BarobaHbl — NMpenmyile-
CTBEHHO TOpPHbIE M MOAYIMYCTLIHHDLIE PAOHDI
OT AHaToAMM Ha 3anaae A0 boAbworo XuHra-
Ha B BoctoyHom Kutae — Ha Boctoke. VIHbIMKu
CAOBaMM, MePEKPLITUE aPEAAOB 3TUX MTULL B
AOATOTHOM HArpaBA€HUM COCTABASIET OKOAO
80° nam nout 9000 kmaomeTpoB. [MoCKOAL-
Ky B pabote ®. Hurrnurep (2004) B npuao-
JKEHMM 9.2 yKasaHbl C BOALLIEN AV MEHDBILET
TOYHOCTLIO MECTa B3sITMsl MPOO, MHOTME M3
KOTOPLIX MHE M3BECTHDI, 51 MONPOBOBaA cO-
MOCTABUTDL MX C PE3yAbTaTaMy UCCAEAOBAHMSI
AHK 3Tmx ntuu, M3AOXKEHHLIX B MPUAOIKE-
HUM 9.12, UCXOAS1 U3 PEAALHOTO pacCeAeHus]
3aMaAHLIX M BOCTOYHLIX HarobaHos. [Mpu-
mepHo B 85% caydaeB 3T pesyAbTatbl CO-
BIMaAM C O>KMAaembiMu. He comHeBatoch, 4To
AOAsl COBMaAeHui ObiAd Obl HAMHOTO BbILLE,
ecan 6l mecta B3siTnst Npob 6biAn bl yKa-
3aHbl TO4YHEee U npubamkasach 6ol kK 100%,
ecam 61l BLIAO M3BECTHO, MMeAa AM nTuua (B
CAydae, ecam npoba Obiaa B3sTA Y MTEHLIOB,
TO UX POAUTEAM) MOTMEPEYHDI PUCYHOK MAU
HeT. Takum obpasom, metoa aHaamsa AHK,
KaK MHOrooGelamowmin MHCTPYMEHT UCCAE-
AOBAaHMsI MOABMAOBOM CTPYKTYPbI, ObIA AAs
MEHsI PeabUAUTMPOBAH, a PE3YALTaTbl MC-
cAeroBaHMi @. HUTTMHrep HAaTOAKHYAM Ha
HOBbLIE VAEMN.

BuisiBAGHME B pesyAbTaTe€ aHaAM3a MUTO-
xoHApuaabHoit AHK Toro cpaxra, yto 6a-
AOBaHDLI AEASITCSl HA ABE GOAbLIME TPYMIb,
LleHTPaAbHbIE TanAOTUIMLI KOTOPLIX —pasAe-
ASI€T WeCTb MYyTALMOHHLIX WAroB, MOKasbiBa-
€T, 4YTO mnpouecc amcpepeHumaumm 3aweéa
Y)KE€ OYEHbL AAAEKO. AOBOILITHO, YTO LIEH-
TPAABLHBINA TANAOTUI BOCTOYHLIX GaA0OAHOB,
OTCYTCTBYIOWMI Y 3aMaAHbLIX, MMEIOT U Kpe-
yetbl. OBLACHUTL 3TOT (PEHOMEH PELIEHT-
HOM rMOPUAM3ALIMEN KPEYETOB C BOCTOYHDI-
mu 6arobaHamm HEBO3MOXKHO. He rosopsi
O TOM, YTO Takue chakTbl HEU3BECTHbI, a B
CUAY Ppsiad BMOAOTMYECKMX OCOBEHHOCTE
3TUX ABYX BMAOB AQXKE B MeCTax MEepUOAU-
YECKMX KOHTAKTOB B 3MMHee Bpemsi (AATal,
CasiHbl) KpaiHe MaAOBEPOSITHLI. M B OCTaAL-
HLIX pafioHax OOMTaHMsi BOCTOYHLIX Oaro-
6aHoB (Tubet, CpeaHsisi Asusl, VipaH 1 T.A.)
peLeHTHas1 rMbpuaM3aumsi AAKe TeopeTmye-
CKM HEBO3MOXKHA. [opasao 6oaee BEPOSITHDI

observed, only six lived together as pairs. |
see the transitional character in the biology
of Siberian Saker Falcons in the fact that dur-
ing their migration they cover much smaller
distances than the Western Saker Falcons.
Further, some of them, similar to Eastern
Saker Falcons, managed to form pairs in
autumn before they migrate to their winter-
ing areas. And finally, some individuals are
able to build their nests on trees (I. Karyakin,
pers. com.).

Some authors divide the Saker Falcons
into three subspecies. For instance, E. Ko-
zlova (1975) assumes that birds with a more
“primitive” marking, when the plumage
of the adult individuals hardly differs from
those of the young, predominantly inhabit
the Western parts of the distribution of the
species. The author concludes that it is pre-
cisely in this area, somewhere in the moun-
tains of Eastern Europe, where the roots of
the Saker Falcons are to be found. Further
east, the markings of the Sakers’ plumage
become more complex. At the same time,
the age-induced dimorphism increases. Ac-
cording to E. Kozlova, the most “advanced”
Saker Falcons inhabit Mongolia, Nanshan,
Eastern Tibet and Western China, and con-
stitute the second subspecies. All of the
other Saker Falcons that show transitional
features between these two subspecies and
inhabit Central Siberia, Altai, Eastern Kaza-
khstan and Central Asia, constitute the third
subspecies.

If assuming a division into three subspe-
cies, it would seem more logical to classify
only the birds from Tibet as the second sub-
species. Their plumage shows a fundamen-
tal difference from all of the other Eastern
Saker Falcons in several features. Conse-
quently, except for the populations listed
above, the populations from Mongolia and
Western China should also be counted as
belonging to the third subspecies.

On the basis of DNA analysis, M. Wink
(2007) also differentiates between at least
three genetic lines of evolution. P. Pfander
(2007) proposes to divide the Saker Falcons
into three subspecies: the Common (West-
ern), the Tibetan and the Turkestanian. The
rest of the magnificent territory from East-
ern China to Asia Minor is, in his opinion,
inhabited by birds that cannot be related to
any subspecies and which are a product of
hybridization between the three forms iden-
tified by him. With this, he completely ig-
nores the fact that in this particular territory
several geographically located forms may
be found which have specific features that
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Caérok 6arobaHa.
Poro U. KapsikmHa.

Juvenile of the Saker
Falcon.
Photo by I. Karyakin.

KOHTAKTDI, & C HUMM M BO3MOJXK-
HOCTb OOpPAa30BaHMsl CMELIAH-
HBIX Map, BO3HMKWASI B XOAE
MOCTTASILMAABLHBIX  CMELLEHUN
rPaHNLL APEAAOB 3TUX BUAOB
npumepHo 10 TbiC. A€T TOMy
Ha3aA, Kak 3TO MPEANOAAraer
IM. MdpaHaep (1994), o6wsicHsis
MPOVICXOXKAEHUE  AATaMCKMX
COKOAOB. OAHAKO BO3HMKAET
psia Borpocos: (1) nouemy, B
CBOIO OYepeAb, Y KPEYeToB B
pesyAbTate rmbpransaumm He
COXPaHVAUCL  BMAOCTELMpPU-
Yyeckue ranAoTmmnnl 6aro6aHoB
M (2) Kak yxuTpuamchL unsbe-
KaTb rMOpUAM3aLMM C Kpeye-
TamM  3anaaHbie  6aroBaHbl,
MOMYASILMM KOTOPLIX B LIEAOM
PACTIOAOXKEHDLI CEBEPHEE, YEM
MOMYASILMM BOCTOYHDBIX, Y MOXXHO ObIAO Obl
MPEAMOAOXKUTL, YTO OHU MEPBLIMA B CBOEM
MPOABMXKEHUM HA CEBEP, BCAEA 3a OTCTY-
MaoWVM A€AOBBLIM TMAHLMPEM, UMEAM WAHC
BCTPETUTLCS C KpeyeTamm?

boAee BEPOSITHBLIM KAXKETCsI, YTO rarAoTuI,
MMEIOWMICST KaK Y BOCTOYHBIX 6aA06aHOB, Tak
M Y KPEYETOB, AOCTAACSI MM FOPA3A0 PaHbLie
oT obuwero npeaka. M 6uiA «roTepsiH», Mo-
BUAVMIMOMY, U3HA4YaALHO HEOOABLLION rPyrnoM
6ar06aHOB, AABLIMX BIOCAEACTBMU MTULL, OT-
HOCMMBIX CETOAHSI K 3araAHOMY MOABMAY. 51
NPEANOAAralo, YTO KAIOYEBLIM COOLITUEM,
MOBAEKWMM paclienseHme 6arob6aHoB Ha 3a-
MAAHBIX M BOCTOYHbBIX, MOCAYXKMA TMEPEXOA
YaCTM M3 HMX HA THE3AOBAHME HA AEPEBLSIX.
DTO, B CBOIO OYEPEAL, MO3BOAMAO OYAyLIMM
3anaaHbiM 6arobaHaM MPOHMKHYTL B PaB-
HUHHDLIE CTEMHLIE U AECOCTETNHBIE PAMOHDI,
paHee HEAOCTYTHbIE U3-3a OTCYTCTBUSI CKaA,
HEOBXOAUMbIX AASI YCTPOMCTBA THE3A. OYeHD
MPUBAEKATEALHLIE BECHOM M AETOM M3-3a
06UAMST AOBBIYM, B OCHOBHOM PasHbIX BUAOB
CYCAMKOB, CTEMHLIE M AECOCTENMHbIE PAOHDI
B OCTAALHOE BPEMSsI FOAQA MAAOTIPUTOAHDI AASI
obutaHmsi 6ar06aHOB (CYCAMKM B CrIsIYKE,
GOABIMHCTBO BUAOB MTULL YAETEAM HA 0T, Bbl-
COKMUM CHEJKHDLIM MOKPOB AEAAET HEAOCTYI-
HBLIMM PA3HDLIE BUABI MBILIEBUAHBLIX TPbI3YHOB,
OCTAIOWMXCSI AKTUBHLIMM U 3UMO).

Takum 06pasom, OCBOEHME CTOAL BAaro-
MPUSITHLIX B MEPUOA PASMHOKEHUsI HOBBIX
PAiOHOB OKA3aAOCh BO3MOXKHBLIM AULIL C OT-
KazoM oT océaroct. Heobxoammocts co-
BEPLIEHMS] PErYyASIPHBIX TMEPEAETOB, KOTAA
NTULAM B MX ABV)KEHMM K MECTaM 3MMOBOK
MPUXOAUAOCH MEPECEKATL MHAVMBUAYAALHLIE
TEPPUTOPUM OBOUTAIOWMX IOXKHEE OCEAABIX
6ar06aHOB MAM AQXKE OCTABATLCS B UX MPEAE-

are as distinctive as those of the Turkesta-
nian Saker Falcons, for example.

The division of one or another species into
subspecies is inevitably subjective. Possibly,
those researchers are right who differenti-
ate the Western Saker Falcons in Danube
and Volga subspecies (Dementiev, 1951,
recognized two subspecies of Western Sak-
ers — F. ch. danubialis Kleinschmidt, 1939,
and F. ch. cherrug Gray, 1833-34, that were
joined by Stepanyan, 1975, in one subspe-
cies F. ch. cherrug). In the large distribution
range of the Western Saker Falcons, one
could probably even find another one or
two geographically located and easily iden-
tifiable forms.

Due to poor knowledge of the discussed
form, the Common Saker Falcon is the only
subspecies for me, which does not obtain
horizontal markings on the plumage as an
adult, predominantly inhabits steppes and
forest steppes in Eurasia, specializes on
feeding itself with different species of sou-
sliks, prefers nesting on trees to nesting on
rocks, and regularly undertakes seasonal
migrations. Figure 2 shows such a falcon
from Naurzum.

It was established long since that for the
Eastern Saker Falcons on the whole the
age-induced dimorphism in colouring and
marking increases in West-East direction. It
expresses itself in the increasing degree of
development of the horizontal marking and
the bluish shade of the plumage of adult
birds.

Along with the idea that in the original
birth place of a species the birds have the
most primitive, ancient type of plumage
which in the course of migration obtains
more progressive features (Stegman even
called the Mongolian subspecies of Saker
Falcons “progressus”), there is also a theory
that the horizontal marking functions as an
indicator. The degree of its development
depends on how sedentarily the falcons live
(Baumgart, 1980).

Concerning the first point of view | have
difficulties in imagining a species which
originates in regions that are least suitable
for living. To the contrary, I suppose that
the origin of the Saker Falcons lies in the
not very high, semi-desert-like mountains
of Central and East Asia. There, they have
numerous prey animals that are available
throughout the year, as well as ideal condi-
tions for hunting and breeding.

The conclusions of W. Baumgart do not
convince me either. Following his logics,
one would not look for Saker Falcons with
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AAX HA AMUTEALHLIN CPOK, MOBAEKAA, HA MOM
B3TASIA, MU3BMEHEHUE B PUCYHKE MX OrepeHus]
— OHO MPUOBPEAO YePTbl IOHOLWECKOTO Ha-
psiaa. Mpeumywectsa NOAOOHON MUMMKPUM
OYEBMAHLI. DyAyunM MUCKAIOUUTEALHO Tep-
PUTOPUAALHBLIMKM NTMLAMK, GarobaHbl Hec-
KOMMPOMMCCHO 3alUMILAIOT CBOV Y4acTKM OT
BTOP)KEHM CBOMX B3POCALIX COMAEMEHHMU-
KOB, HO TMPOSIBASIIOT MPY 3TOM YAUBUTEALHYIO
TEPNMMOCTL B OTHOLIEHUM MOAOALIX COKOAOB
B MEPBOM FOAOBOM HapsiAe. SIpkuii npumep
TaKOW TEPIIMMOCTY MHE MPULAOCH HABAIOAATD
B 2006 r. BO BpeMsl MHTPOAYKLIMM MOAOAbLIX
6ar06aHOB B MPUPOAY B PAMKax NMPOEKTa ro
BOCCTAHOBAEHMIO 3TOro Buaa B KasaxcraHe.
AAst Bbirycka BLIAO MOAOBPAHO YILEALE, Ha-
XOAsIIIEECs] B MPEAEAaX y4acTKa, KOHTPOAU-
PYyeMOro crapbiM CaMLOM, KOTOPLI MHOIO
A€T He Mor Hanti naptHépuy. CaeaaHo 31O
OLINO B HAAEXKAE, YTO €My «IIPUTASIHETCS»
OAHA M3 MOAOALIX CAMOK, YTO, KCTaTW, B UTO-
re v npousowao. Tak BOT, XOTsl BHe3arnHoe
MOSIBAEHME U AAUTEALHOE MpebbiBaHne 60-
Aee 30 MOAOABLIX COKOAOB B MPEeAeAax oxpa-
HSIEMOW TEPPUTOPUM OKA3AAOCh AASI CTAPOTO
camLa MCTOYHMKOM MOCTOSIHHOTO CTpecca,
OH He MPEANPVIHSIA H/ OAHOM CEPLE3HOM MO-
MBITKM K VX U3THAHUIO.

AOBONDBITHO, YTO AASI MOAOABIX Haro6aHOB
IOHOWIECKMI HAPSIA BAXKEH AASI OBecreyeHmst
nuLiein He TOALKO TEéM, YTO UM MO3BOASIETCSI
OXOTUTBLCSI HA YY)KMX 3aHSITLIX TEPPUTOPUSIX,
HO OH 1 CMOCOBCTBYET YCMEWHOMY KAEMTOMNA-
pasutuamy. Hexotopnie moroabie HaroBaHLI
Ha 3MIMOBKE HEOTCTYMHO CAEAYIOT 3a KaKOW-
HUOYAL B3POCAON MTMLIEN U PETYAIPHO OT-
HUMAIOT y Heé A0DbLIYY, He BCTpeyast 0cobo-
ro COMPOTMBAEHMSI. [10 MOMM HABAIOAEHUSIM
(85 cayyaes kaenronapasutmama), MOAOALIE
COKOABI MPEANPYHUMAIOT MOMLITKY 3aBAAAETh
Yy>KOM AOObLIYEN Moyt B 8 pas yaile, Yyem
B3POCAbIE MTULIBI.

MO>KHO MPEANOAOXKUTD, YTO 3aMETHO Me-
Hee BbIpayKeHHDIN, YEM Y CAMLIOB, MOMNepey-
HbII PUCYHOK B HapsiA€ CAMOK BOCTOYHDIX
6ar0baHoB, TO ecTb, ero 6oAbWasl «MHpaH-
TUABLHOCTD?, TAKXKE MPU3BaH OCAABUTL arpec-
CMBHOCTb CaMLIOB B MepMoA OOpasoBaHusl
nap (y OCEAAbIX BOCTOYHDBIX HaA0BAHOB cam-
Lbl SIBASIIOTCSI TOCTOSIHHBIMM  A€PIKATEASIMU
THE3AOBbIX Y4ACTKOB, BOABLIIMHCTBO XKE CAMOK
MeHee TEePPUTOPUAALHDLI M TOALKO Ha Mepu-
OA PAa3MHOYKEHMS TMPUBSI3LIBAIOTCS K OAHOW
13 TEPPUTOPUN, KOHTPOAMPYEMDIX MaPTHE-
pom). Bce 3t1 npumepsl CBUAETEALCTBYIOT O
MpeuMyLIecTBax, KOTOpbie B MEPUOA MUTPa-
LM AQET IOHOWECKUIM UAM MOXOXKUI Ha HEro
HapsiA 6aA0BAHOB. A OAHMM M3 BO3MOXKHBIX
CBMAETEALCTB TOTO, YTO yTparta nornepeyHo-

a strongly developed horizontal marking in
Tibet or in Mongolia , but in the South of
Central Asia where both adult and young
birds are sedentary. | do not doubt that spe-
cialities in colouring and marking of Saker
Falcons have adaptive character. They are
possibly connected with the characteristics
of the environment. For instance, it is not
mere coincidence that Turkestanian Saker
Falcons, Lanner Falcons and Barbary Falcons
inhabiting virtually equal habitats and lead-
ing similar ways of life show a striking and
definitely convergent similarity of appear-
ance.

The adult Turkestanian Saker Falcon (F. ch.
coatsi Dementiev, 1945) differs from other
subspecies in its bright colouring (fig. 3):
the crown is brightly rust-coloured, the up-
perparts which is covered with sufficiently
pronounced although not very contrasting
horizontal markings has a strong greyish-
bluish shade, and the feathers of breast and
belly show a perceptible cream-coloured
shade.

The distribution range of Turkestanian
Saker Falcons covers large sand deserts of
Central Asia, running from the North-East to
the South-West along the ridge of the Kara-
tau, the foothills of the Western Tien-Shan,
the Pamiro-Alay, Kopetdag, Balchan and in
part to the West of the Elbrus. Their nests
are located in niches of high rocks. In South
Uzbekistan, they lay their eggs as early as
the beginning of February (Mitropolskyi et
al., 1987). The adults, and in the Southern
part of the territory also the young birds,
are sedentary. It has been observed that the
portion of birds in the diet is higher than
with other subspecies of Saker Falcons (De-
mentiev, 1951).

Camka 6aro6aHa. Poto U. KapsikuHa.

Female of the Saker Falcon. Photo by I. Karyakin.
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ro pPUCYHKa B3POCALIMM 3ariaaHbiMM Hano-
6aHaMM AEMCTBUTEALHO MOTAQ MMETL MECTO,
MOJKHO CUMTaTh PEryAsipHOE TMOsIBAEHME B
CaMbIX Pa3HbIX YacTsIX apeasd STOro NMoABMAQ
0cobeli C TUMMYHLIM PUCYHKOM BOCTOYHOTO
noaeuaa (Glutz et al, 1971), Hocsee, no-
BMAMMOMY, aTaBUCTUYECKMI Xapakrep.

MHe MOCYACTAMBUAOCL COBPATh CBEAEHMSI
MO HEKOTOPLIM YepPTaM BMOAOTUM 3araAHLIX
M BOCTOYHbIX BAAOOAHOB B MeCTax COMpwu-
KOCHOBEHMSI MX AapPEarOB HA IOro-BOCTOKE
nycTbiHy betnakaana, rae o6a MoABMAA rHe3-
ASITCS1 Ha ckarax. CambiM HEOKMAAHHLIM pe-
3yALTAaTOM OLIAO YCTAHOBAEHME pakTta, YTO
AKe B MeCTax KOHTAaKTa, TA€ PacCTOsIHue
MeXXAY COCEAHUMM THE3AAMM, 3aHSTLIMM Ma-
[pamMy PasHLIX MOABMAOB, MHOTAA HE MPEBLI-
LAAO HECKOALKMX KMAOMETPOB, OHM MpaK-
TMYECKM He cmelmBaAnch. ComnocraBaeHue
HEKOTOPbLIX YEPT FHE3AOBOWM OMOAOTMM, KaK
MHE KKETCsl, MO3BOASIET OOLSICHWUTL 3STOT
dreHomeH. BoctouHnie 6arobaHbl obpasy-
IOT Mapbl, Kak MpPaBUMAO, OCEHLIO, BO BpPeEMs]
OCEHHEro TOKa, BCIO 3MMY OCTAalOTCsl BMecTe
Ha THE3AOBOM Y4YacCTKe M K OTKAAAKE sIULL
MPUCTYNAlOT PAHHEN BECHOM, B HaYaAe map-
Ta, a MHOrAa y>ke U B heBpane. 3anaasHble
6arobaHbl BO3BPAWAIOTCS C 3MMOBOK, KOTAQ
BOCTOYHbIE Y)K€ CHASIT HAa KAQAKAaxX, 3aTeM B
KpaTyamiume CpOKM 3aHUMAIOT TEPPUTOPUIO,
TOKYIOT, OOpasyloT napnl M MPUCTYNaloT K
OTKAQAKE SIULI TTPYMEPHO Ha MecsiL MO3XKe,
YeM BOCTOYHbIE. APYrvMM CAOBaMM, COKOADI
5TUX MOABMAOB BEAYT cebsl B 30HE KOHTAKTa
KaK ABa PasHLIX «xopowunx» Buaa. KoHeyHo,
MO>KHO MpPEACTaBUTL cebe cuTyaumio, KOraa
B pe3yAbTaTe MoTEPU OAHOTO U3 MapTHEPOB
Yy BOCTOYHLIX GaAOBAHOB Ha PAHHEM 3Ta-
ne rHe3A0BOro LMKAA €ro Mor Obl 3aMeHMUTD
COKOA Apyroro noasmaa. OaHako, Cyasi no
TOMy, YTO B MECTaX HAOAIOAEHWI MHOIO He
6LINO OBHAPY)KEHO MTML, HapsIA KOTOPLIX
MMeA Obl OAHO3HAYHO MEPEXOAHDIN Xapak-
Tep, NMPOUCXOAUT 3TO peAKko. Bmecte ¢ Tem,
HeKoTopble (haKTbl CBUAETEALCTBYIOT O TOM,
YTO AAAbIIE Ha CeBepe, BO3MOXXHO YK€ B
Tapbaratae, a Takke Ha Aatae, B IOxkHOM
Cubupu, ro cesepy MOHIOAMM, TAE KAMMA-
TUYECKME YCAOBMsI COAMDKAIOT CPOKM pas-
MHO>KEHMSI BOCTOYHBIX M 3araAHbIX MOABM-
AOB, OOPA30BaHME CMELIAHHDLIX NMap B MECTax
KOHTaKTa umeeT mecto. He uckaioueHo, 4ro
MoAOGHOE, XOTb U PEXE, MOXKET MPOUC-
XOAUTb U B APYIMX MecCTaxX, Hampumep, Ha
3anaae KasaxcraHna. [loTomcTBO Takmx cme-
WAHHLIX Map MMEeET MepPexXOAHbIe MPU3HAKM,
BapbLMpYIOLIME, OYEBUAHO B 3aBUCMMOCTU OT
npeobAaAaHMsT AOAM KPOBM BOCTOYHLIX MAM
3arnaaHbix 6ar0BaHOB, B OYEHb WMPOKMX

The falcons inhabiting the Ustyurt Plateau
and Mangyshlak are usually regarded as
related to the same subspecies. However,
the colouring of these small-sized falcons
strongly differs from the colouring of Turke-
stanian Saker Falcons: the crown is dirty-
white, the moustache is hardly perceptible,
the upperparts have the colour of light clay
and the horizontal markings are weakly de-
veloped (only on tertails, rump, uppertail
coverts and tail). One of the most striking
characteristics of these Saker Falcons is their
affection for high chalk and sand cliff-faces.
Taking up the idea of the Russian painter
V. Gorbatov, | named these birds “Chink
Saker Falcons”. Chink is the regional name
for cliff-faces. Earlier the subspecies was de-
scribed as Aralocaspian Saker Falcon (F. ch.
aralocaspius Kleinschmidt, 1939). A good
image of what these Chink Saker Falcons
look like, as well as the chinks where they
usually nest, can be seen on the picture by
V. Gorbatov (fig. 4).

Within the borders of the distribution of
the Chink Saker Falcons, which is restricted
by the coast of the Caspian Sea in the West
and covers the desert plains of the Turgay
Plateau approximately to the region of the
Sarysu river in the East, as well as the West-
ern regions of the sand deserts Kyzylkum
and Karakum, the falcons always tend to
build their nests in niches of cliff-faces. Only
in rare cases do they settle on rocks of small
desert mountains, in past years also on the
electric poles (Karyakin et al., 2005). Adult
Chink Saker Falcons are sedentary; their
breeding period starts early, and in their diet
different species of gerbils are prevalent.

In Western direction, the Eastern Saker
Falcons from Asia Minor migrate farther
than the other Saker Falcons. | have seen
three birds in breeding stations that once
had been taken out of nests in the region of
the city Konya , and also, in the collection
of Moscow University, a sample of an adult
bird acquired near Erzerum.

With their large size and also the peculi-
arities of colouring and marking (fig. 5), the
Anatolian Saker Falcons (F. ch. anatolicus)
(as | decided to call them) showed most
similarities to some birds from Central Asia
which live nearly 4000 km farther East. In
contrast, the closest neighbours — the Turke-
stanian, Chink and Common Saker Falcons
— have little in common with the Anatolian
Saker Falcon. Clearly, details of the distribu-
tion range, variation of colouring and bio-
logical characteristics have to become the
subject of future research. However, from
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Puc. 1. Cubupckue 6arobansi (Falco cherrug saceroides) Ha 3umoBke B AAmare. KasaxcraH. PucyHok B. Fop6arosa.

Fig. 1. Siberian Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug saceroides) wintering in Almata. Kazakhstan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 2. O6bikHOBeHHbIN 6arobaH (Falco cherrug cherrug), arakyrowmsi crpenera (Tetrax tetrax) B Hayp3yMcko#i KoBbIAbHOM creny. KasaxcraH.
PucyHok B. lop6arosa.

Fig. 2. Common Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug cherrug) catching Little Bustard (Tetrax tetrax) at the Naurzum feathergrass steppe. Kazakhstan.
Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 3. TypkecraHckuii 6arobaH (Falco cherrug coatsi). Kyruranr, Ya6ekucraH. PucyHok B. lop6arosa.

Fig. 3. Turkestanian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug coatsi). Kugitanf Mountains. Uzbekistan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 4. YnHkoBbIi [aparokacnimiickmii] 6arobaH (Falco cherrug aralocaspius) Haa Tyz6anpom. Iaaro Ycriopr, KasaxcraH. PucyHok B. Fop6aroBa.

Fig. 4. Chink [Aralocaspian] Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug aralocaspius) on the Tuzbair soil. Usturt plateau, Kazakhstan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 5. AHatoamiickmii 6aro6aH (Falco cherrug anatolicus ssp. nov.). Typumsi. PucyHok B. Fop6arosa.

Fig. 5. Anatolian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug anatolicus ssp. nov.). Turkey. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 6. LleHTparbHoasmatckmii 6aro6aH (Falco cherrug milvipes). Cepexrac, KasaxcraH. PucyHok B. Top6atoBa.

Fig. 6. Centralasian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug milvipes). Serektas, Kazakhstan. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 7. MoHroabckmii 6arobaH (Falco cherrug progressus). XaHrasi, MoHroaus. PucyHok B. Top6atoBa.

Fig. 7. Mongolian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug progressus). Khangai Mountains, Mongolia. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 8. Tuberckmii 6aro6aH (Falco cherrug hendersoni). O3epo KykyHop, Kutaii. PucyHok B. Fop6arosa.

Fig. 8. Tibetan Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug hendersoni). Kukunor Lake, China. Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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Puc. 9. Artaiickme cokoabi (Falco cherrug altaicus). PucyHok B. Fop6aroBa.

Fig. 9. Altai [Saker] Falcons (Falco cherrug altaicus). Picture by V. Gorbatov.
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YuHKoBbIi [aparokacriniickuii] 6aroban (Falco cherrug aralocaspius). INaato Ycriopt, Kaszaxcran. 17.04.2004. doro U. KapsikuHa.

Chink [Aralocaspian] Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug aralocaspius). Usturt plateau, Kazakhstan. 17/04/2004. Photo by I. Karyakin.

MoHroabckuii 6aroban (Falco cherrug progressus). XeHrtesi, MoHroaus. 03.05.2002. doto U. KapsikuHa.

Mongolian Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug progressus). Khentey, Mongolia. 03/05/2002. Photo by I. Karyakin.

Tubetckmi 6arobaH (Falco cherrug hendersoni). Tu6er, Kurait. Mas 2004. doro E. Noranosa.

Tibetan Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug hendersoni). Tibet, China. May 2004. Photo by E. Potapov.
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npeaeAax. CyAsl MO BceMy, MEPEXOAHDIN Xa-
paKkTep MPU3HAKOB MPOSIBASETCSI HE TOALKO
BO BHELIHOCTU, HO M B OCOBEHHOCTSIX obpasa
JKM3HU. VIMEHHO Takme NTuLbl, st Obl Ha3BaA
nx «cmbupckmmm barobaHamm», npeobaasa-
AU CPEAM COKOAOB, MPUAETABLIMX HA 3MMOB-
Ky Ha tor u Boctok KasaxcraHa (Kak MmoABumA
NMOAOBHbIE COKOAA OLIAV OMMUCAHDI B KAYECTBE
F. ch. saceroides Bianchi, 1907). OHu 3ameT-
HO OTAMYAAUCH OT MECTHDLIX OCEAALIX BOCTOY-
HbIX 6AAOBAHOB OTCYTCTBUEM CU3bIX TOHOB B
OKpacKe OrepeHusi U MeHee BbLIPKEHHbIM
norepeyHbIM PUCYHKOM (Ha puc. 1 nsobpa-
JKEHa peaAbHasl napa, 3MMOBAaBLIAsI HECKOAD-
KO AeT B AAmare). [lepBble M3 HUX MOSIBASI-
AVICh YK€ B OKTSIOpPE, MOCAEAHUE YAETAAU B
Hayare mapta. B otanume or mecTHbIX BOC-
TOYHLIX 6ANOBAHOB, KOTOPLIE AKE B CAMbIE
CYpPOBbIE 3MMBbI MPAKTUYECKM HE TMOKMAAAU
CBOMX THE3AOBLIX M OXOTHMYLMX Y4YaCTKOB,
CUMBUPCKME YACTO KOHLEHTPUPOBAAUCH OAM3
HaCeAEHHDLIX MYHKTOB, TA€ OXOTUMAUCHL Ha AO-
mawHux roaybeit (Columba sp.) u ropauu
(Streptopelia sp.). 13 npumepHO MOAYCOTHU
TaKMX MTUL, 38 OXOTHUYLUM MOBEAEHNEM KO-
TOPbLIX 51 HABAIOAQA HA SAEBATOPAX U KOMOU-
KOPMOBBIX 3aBOAAX, 6 ObiAM OOLEAMHEHDI B
napbl, OCTaAbHbIE ObIAM OAMHOUYKaMU. Ao6o-
MbITHO, YTO Y OAHOM M3 3TUX Map, KOTopasi B
HEM3MEHHOM COCTaBe MOSIBASIAACL HA AAMA-
TUHCKOM JA€BaTOpe B TeYEHME, MO MEeHbLIeNn
mepe, 4-X 3uM, He BLIAO U HaméKa Ha Bpad-
Hoe roBeAeHye. W 3T0 HeCMOTpsl Ha TO, YTO
KOTAQ OHM TMPUAETAAM OCEHLIO, Y MECTHbIX
NTML BOBCIO OYlIEBaAM CTPacT OCEHHEro
TOKA, @ BECHOWM OHU YAETaAM, KOTAA B THE3-
AAX MECTHBIX MTUL Y)K€ MOSIBASIAUCL MepPBbie
stiua. [MpOMEXKYTOUHbIN XapakTep B 6MOAO-
mMm cnbmpckmx 6arobaHOB 51 ycMaTpurBaio B
TOM, YTO OHM, XOTSI M COBEPILAIOT NMEPEAETDI,
HO Ha TOpAasA0 MeHbllee PACCTOsIHUE, YeMm
3anaaHble 6aro6aHbI, B TOM, YTO HEKOTOPLIE
M3 HMX, MOAOOHO BOCTOYHLIM, YCMEBAAM
OCEHbIO, elé A0 OTAETA HA 3MMOBKY, obpa-
30Barb Napbl M, HAKOHEL, B TOM, YTO HEeKO-
TOPbIE M3 HMX CMOCOOHBI THE3AUTLCST HA Ae-
peBbsx (M. KapsikvH, AMuHoe coobueHue).
Takum o6pasom, 3TM NTULLI EAVMHCTBEHHbIE
cpean 6ar06aHOB, MMEOIWMX BO B3POCAOM
HapsiAe TMOorNepeyYHbLI PUCYHOK, KOTopble
COBEPLIAIOT PeryAsipHbie nepeAérnl (XoTb U
Ha CPABHUTEALHO HEBOABLIOE PACCTOSIHUE,
HO 3a MpeAeAbl THE3A0BOTO apeaasd) U UHO-
rAd FHE3ASITCSl HA AePEeBbSIX.

HekoTtopbie aBTOpbl A€ASIT GANOBAHOB Ha
Tpy noaBvaa. C MOAOOHONM TOYKOWM 3peHwusl
TOXKE MOKHO COTAACUTLCSI, MHTEPECHDBIM CTa-
HOBUTCSl AMLIbL BOMPOC, TA€ U B CUAY KaKMX
KPUTEPUEB MPOBOAUTCSI MEXKAY HUMM IPAHU-

what we know about them today, it is un-
doubtedly justified to classify them as inde-
pendent subspecies.

The Centralasian Saker Falcons (F. ch. mil-
vipes Jerdon, 1871) (fig. 6) inhabit the foot-
hills and the lower parts of mountain ridges
which restrict the area of Central Asia from
Kazakhstan and Siberia in the shape of a
strip, which extends from the South West
to the North East through Tien-Shan, ex-
cluding its Western end, the Dshungarian
Alatau, Tarbagatay, Altai and the Sayan re-
gion. They differ from the other subspecies
of Eastern Saker Falcons described above in
their stronger developed horizontal mark-
ings. The colouring of the crown has a rust-
coloured shade. The basic colour of the up-
perparts is a greyish brown. The colouring of
the horizontal marking and the edge of the
feathers ranges from a pale sandy colour to
a rusty ochre. The bluish shade is more pro-
nounced in the male individuals and is most
perceptible at the rump. Adult falcons are
sedentary, young ones migrate to the South
beyond the borders of the distribution of the
subspecies for over wintering. They build
their nests exclusively on rocks of medium
and even small height. Sometimes they also
live on high mountain plateaus at a height
of as much as 2,500 m. Among their prey
animals prevail different species of gerbils
and, less often, sousliks.

Most researchers regard the Mongolian
Saker Falcon (F. ch. progressus Stegmann,
1925) as related to the Centralasian Saker
Falcon mentioned above (for instance,
Stepanyan, 1975). Besides the light col-
ouring and the large size, adult individuals
have a very pronounced horizontal marking
on the upperparts and a vivid light bluish
shade not only at the rump but also on the
back and even the tail (fig. 7). Apart from
South Transbaikalia and Eastern Mongolia,
the distribution range of these birds seems
to extend in Eastern direction to the bor-
ders of the distribution of the species at the
Great Chingan. They inhabit flat and slightly
hilly planes or small mountains with small
rock spurs. They usually build their nests in
niches of rocks but occasionally also on the
ground. The Brandt’s vole (Lasiopodomys
brandlti) is the most important prey of these
falcons. Adult falcons are sedentary, the
young ones migratory.

The Tibetan Saker Falcon (F. ch. henderso-
ni Hume, 1871) (fig. 8) lives at elevation of
3,000-5,000 m. The colouring of the adult
bird reminds one primarily of the Common
Kestrel. The horizontal markings are most
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ua. Hanpumep, E. Kosroea (1975) noaara-
€T, YTO MTULLI C HaMboAee «MPUMUTMBHLIM»
PUCYHKOM, MpPU KOTOPOM B3POCALIA HapsiA
€ABa OTAMYAETCS OT IOHOLIECKOro, HACEASIIOT
NMpeuMyLIEeCTBEHHO 3araAHble 4acTu apeasd
Buaa. CAerOBaTEALHO, MMEHHO TaMm, FA€-TO
B ropax Bocrto4yHoi EBponbl, nuwer asTop,
CAEAYEeT UCKaTL POAMHY GarobaHoB. Aaree
Ha BOCTOK PUCYHOK oriepenusi 6aro6aHoB
MOCTEMNEHHO YCAOXKHSIETCsl, MPUHMMAsl BCé
6oAee «POrpeccuBHLIE» YEPTbl, OAHOBpPE-
MEHHO YCMAMBAETCSl U BO3PACTHOW AMMOP-
dpuam. Camblie «MporpeccuBHLier» 6aAOBaHDI,
coraacHo E. KosnoBoii, Haceasitor MoHro-
Avio, Haubluasb, BoctouHbiin Tuber u 3anaa-
HLI Kutaii u obpasyior BTopoii noasuA. Bece
oCTaAbHble 6aA0BaHDbI, UMEIoLIME MPOMEXKY-
TOYHbIE MEXKAY STUMM ABYMSI [TOAKOCAMM MPU-
3HaKu, obuTatolme B LeHTPaAbHOM Cubupw,
Ha AATae, Ha Boctoke KasaxcraHa u B Cpea-
Hell Asum, obpasyiorT Tpetuin noaeva. He
BAABAsICh B AUCKYCCUIO O MECTE 3apPO>KAEHMSI
6ar06aHOB M MPUMUTUBHOCTY UAM MPOTpPec-
CUBHOCTM PUCYHKA MX HapsIAQ, MOAAraio, Yto
€CAM UCXOAUTDL U3 AGAEHMsI Ha 3 NMOABMAA, AO-
rmyHee 6LIA0 Obl KO BTOPOMY OTHECTM TOALKO
nmiu u3 Tubeta, HapsiA KOTOPLIX MMEET He-
CKOALKO MPVHLUMIMUAABLHLIX OTAMYMIA OT BCEX
OCTaALHLIX BOCTOYHLIX 6arobaHoB. Toraa K
TPEeTbeMY MOABUAY, MIOMMMO NEPEUYNCAEHHDIX
BbLIlIE, AOAYKHBI OLIAM 6Ll OTOMTU MOMYASILIMA
13 MoHroAuu un 3anaaHoro Kurasi.

B pe3yAbTare aHaAM3a MUTOXOHAPUAALHOM
AHK 6aro6aHoB M. BuHk (2007) Takoke Bbl-
AEASIET MO MEHbLLIEN Mepe TpU reHeTnYeckue
AVIHUM PasBUTHSI, HO, OYEBUAHO MOBTOPSIsI
owmnbry ®. HUTTMHrep, TO)Ke YTBEPIKAAET,
YTO OHWU reorpapuyecky He AOKAAM3OBAHLI.
JKaab, YTO M3 CTatbM HeAb3sl y3HaTb, Kakue
MOPOAOTMYECKME MPU3HAKM UAU OCOBEH-

CoBpeMEHHOE MPEACTABAEHME O PACTIPOCTPAHEHUM
roABMAOB 6arobara (ro P. INepecpcpep, M. KapsikuH,
E. INoranos).

Modern concept of Saker Falcon subspecies distribution
(by R. Pfeffer, I. Karyakin, E. Potapov).

developed in the Tibetan Saker Falcon: at
the back, its reddish rusty spots merge into
the regular shape of stripes which reach up
to the neck. At the flanks, trousers and un-
dertail coverts, the blackish spots also form
horizontal lines which remind one of the
markings of Peregrine Falcons and some
subspecies of the Gyrfalcon and the Lanner
Falcon. Finally, in contrast to most subspe-
cies of the Saker Falcon, the almost black
and brownish black crown is not lighter
than the back. Only in the outward appear-
ance of Altai Falcons may some similarities
be found. Adult Tibetan Saker Falcons are
sedentary, young ones migratory. Their
breeding period starts fairly early, they build
their nests on rocks; and in their diet supply
the dependence on one prey species, the
Black-Lipped Pika (Ochotona curzoniae), is
remarkable.

Among the publications of the previous
decades which dealt with the problematic of
the Altai Falcons (Hierofalco altaicus Menz-
bier, 1891; syn.: Hierofalco lorenzi Menzbier,
1900; Falco gyrfalco altaicils Menzbier,
1891) in one way or another, the articles
by P. Pfander (1994 and 1999) stand out al-
ready because he describes the distinctive
features of the appearance of these birds in
detail and, moreover, correctly from the start.
In the publications of earlier authors, who
had a fairly concrete idea of the appearance
of the Altai Falcon, their attempts to solve
the riddles presented by these birds were
impeded by the lack of material — in more re-
cent publications, however, researchers were
hindered by their incorrect assumptions as to
the appearance of these birds. In my opin-
ion, only this may explain that the majority
of contemporary researchers hold the posi-
tion that the Altai Falcons are only a varia-
tion of the subspecies of the Saker Falcon,
differing merely in colour. Figure 9 shows
the typical Altai Falcon (F. ch. altaicus Menz-
bier, 1891) of dark morph and an individual
of pale morph (such birds were once referred
to as Lorenz Falcons), on whose head the
helmet-like marking is fully remained. The
birds on the illustration both have a dark,
black-brown crown which is not lighter than
the colouring of the back. Striking are also
the undertail coverts that are lined with hori-



Raptor Research

Raptors Conservation 2009, 16 89

HOCTU BMOAOTMM XapaKTEPU3YIOT NTULL 3TMX
TPEX AMHUIA.

O TOM, YTO AEAE€HME Ha MOABMALI BCErAa
B KaKOMN-TO mMepe CybOLEKTMBHO, a OrpeAe-
A€HME TIpaHMU UX pacrpocTpaHeHmus 6oaee
VAU MEHee MPOU3BOALHO, U, B OTAMYME OT
BMAOB, ME)KAY MNpPMU3HAaKaMM MOABMAOB €CTb
OOLIKHOBEHHO TMMOAHAsI WKAAA MMEPEXOAOB,
CMPAaBEAAMBO PACCY’KAAET B CBOEWM HasMAa-
TeAbHow crarbe [1. [NpaHaep (2007) v npea-
AdraeT pasaeAmnth 6aA06aHOB Ha TPU MOABM-
Aa — OOLIKHOBEHHLIV (3araaHbiil) 6arobaH,
TUOETCKMI U TypKECTaHCKMiA. Bcio ocraab-
HYIO IPAHAMO3HYIO TEPPUTOPUIO OT BOCTOKA
Kurass A0 Manoin A3nuM HaceasioT, Ha €ero
B3TASIA, MTULIbI, KOTOPLIX HEBO3MOYKHO OTHe-
CTU K KaKOMY-AMOO MOABMAY U SIBASIOLIMECS]
MPOAYKTOM TMOPMAM3ALMM BLIAEAEHHDBIX UM
TPéx cpopm. lNpn 3TOM aBTOP UrHOPUPY-
€T HaAMYME Ha YKa3aHHOW TepPUTOPUM He-
CKOALKMX reorpaoyeckv AOKAAM3OBAHHLIX
hopm, umeruMx He MeHee BbIPaKEHHbLIe
MpU3HaKK, YeMm, Harnpumep, TypKecTaHCKue
6arobaHbl.

Kax yrke ynommHanoch, pasaeAeHue Toro
MAM MHOTO BMAA HA TMOABMAbLI HEU3BEXXHO
cybuekTBHO. Hapsiay ¢ pasanumsimm B 06b-
éMme aHaAMsMpyemon MHopmaLum, UMEIoT
3Ha4YeHMEe KPUTEPUM, KOTOPLIMM PYKOBOA-
CTBYETCSl TOT MAUM MHOM UCCAEAOBATEADb, Bbl-
AEAsisl MOABUA, & TAK)KE, MOAAralo, MHAMBUAY-
AAbHAas1 COCOBHOCTDL K PA3AMUEHUIO AETAAEN
OKPAaCKM, PUCYHKA VAU MPOTMOPLNIA NCCAEAY-
embix 0OLEKTOB. Harpumep, 51 MAOXO 3Hato
3anaAHbiX 6aA06aHOB, KOTOPLIE MHE 3HAKO-
Mbl AMIIL MO 3MM30AMYECKMM HABAIOAEHMSIM
B beTnakaane Ha toro-soctoke u B Haypsyme
Ha ceBepo-3anaae KasaxcraHa. BoamorkHo,
MpPaBbl T€ UCCAEGAOBATEAU, KOTOPbLIE ASASIT UX
Ha AYHaMCKMX M BOAKCKMX GarobaHoB. Bos-
MO>KHO, Ha OTPOMHOM MPOTSDKEHUM apeaa
3aMaAHLIX 6AAOBAHOB BIMOAHE MOXKHO ObLIAO
Obl BLIAEAUTDL €WE OAHY MAM ABE reorpadu-
YECKM TMPMBsI3aHHLIE M XOPOLO Yy3HaBae-
mbie popmbl (I.I1. AemeHTbeB, 1951, Bhiae-
ASIA ABA MOABMAQ 3amnaaHbix 6arobaHos — F.
ch. danubialis Kleinschmidt, 1939 u F. ch.
cherrug Gray, 1833-34, Kotopble mnosxe
6biAn canTbl A.C. CrenansiHom, 1975, B 0AMH
noasua F. ch. cherrug). Hanpumep, mHe ao-
BEAOCh XOPOLIO PAacCMOTPEThb ABYX CaMOK
AOBUMX MTML, B3STLIX M3 rHesaa B Cubupm
6Am3 KpacHosipcka, KOTopble Pe3KO OTAMYA-
AVICD OT 3araAHbIX Ka3axCTaHCKMX 6ar06aHOB
KOHTPACTHOM TEMHOM pPaCLBETKOM C OYe€Hb
3aMeTHbIM Cu3biM OTTeHKOM. Ho B cuay
MAOXOTO 3HaHusl OBCY)KAAEMOV  POPMDI,
Al MeHs1 OBbLIKHOBEeHHLI 6aroban (F. ch.
cherrug) Bcé& ewé oCTaércsi €AVHCTBEHHDLIM

zontal marks. Apart from the Altai Falcons,
one can observe such a marking only among
Tibetan Saker Falcons. Most often, one can
meet the Altai Falcons in the regions of Altai
and Sayan, but they also migrate as far North
as the Minussinsk depression and South to
the central regions of Tien-Shan — that is to
say, predominantly within the distribution
of the Centralasian Saker Falcons. One veri-
fied case of an encounter with a breeding
Altai Falcon was documented by P. Pfander
(1994). It cannot be ruled out that the Altai
Falcons are able to get into the distribution
of Mongolian Saker Falcons. Among various
hypotheses on the origin of the Altai Falcons,
the proposal of P. Pfander persuades through
its logics. He assumes that at the end of the
last glacial period, an isolated population of
Gyrfalcons could have remained on the high
mountains of the Altai and was assimilated
by populations of Saker Falcons migrating
north when the climate became warmer.
The preservation of some individuals in this
region that show features of Gyrfalcons in
terms of colouring and marking of the plum-
age, and possibly in some characteristics of
their biology, provides evidence of former
hybridization of two closely related species.

O6bikHOBeHHbIe 6arobanbl (Falco cherrug cherrug).
doro ¢ casita npoekta “OxpaHa 6arobaHa (Falco
cherrug) B Kapnarax (LIFEO6 NAT/HU/000096)".

Common Saker Falcons (Falco cherrug cherrug).
Photos from “Conservation of Saker (Falco cherrug)
in the Carpathian Basin (LIFEO6 NAT/HU/000096)".
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OG6LIKHOBEHHDIN
6ar06aH.
@do1o B. MoceiikuHa.

Common Saker Falcon.
Photo by V. Moseykin.

MOABMAOM, KOTOPLIV BO B3POCAOM HapsiA€ He
MOAyYaeT rnornepeyvyHoro pucyHka. OH Taioke
HaceAsieT TMpPEeUMYIIeCTBEHHO PAaBHMHHbLIE
CTerHble U AeCOCTernHble panoHbl EBpasuu,
CrEUNAAMBUPYETCs HA MUTAHUU PA3HLIMU BU-
AAMM CYCAMKOB, yCTpamBaeT FHE3AQ Yyalle Ha
A€pPeBbLsIX, YEM Ha CKaAaxX U COBepILaeT pery-
ASIPHBIE Ce30HHbIe murpaumn. Ha pucyHke 2
M306PKEH TAKOM COKOA U3 Haypsyma.
Pasanumsi B OOAMKE BOCTOYHLIX Oaroba-
HOB, Y KOTOPLIX B LIEAOM C 3araaa Ha BOCTOK
YBEAMUMBAETCSI BO3PACTHOM AMMOpPM3M B
OKpacke U PUCYHKE, BLIPKAIOWMIACS B Ha-
pacTaHuM CTeneHu BLIPaKEHHOCTU Nonepey-
HOrO PUCYHKAa U CU30r0 OTTEHKA B OMNepeHun
B3POCALIX MNTUL, AABHO TOAMEYEHDLI, XOTs
OOBLSICHSIIOTCSI PA3HLIMM MCCAEAOBATEASIMM I10-
pasHoMy. Hapsiay ¢ npeactaBA€HMEM O TOM,
YTO B MECTE 3aPO’KA€HMS BUAQ MTULILI MMEIOT
CaMbIl MPUMMUTUBHLINA, APEBHUIA HapPsiA, KO-
TOPLIF MO Mepe pacCeAeHusl MPUHMMAaeT BCé
6oAee COBpEMEHHbIE, MPOrPEeCCUBHLIE Yep-
161 (b. LUTermaH Aa’ke Ha3BaA MOHIOALCKUM
noasua 6arobaHos «F. ch. progressus»), cy-
IEeCTBYeT MHEHME, YTO MOMEepPeYHbLI pPUcy-
HOK MMEET CUTHaALHYIO (DYHKLIMIO U CTE€NEHD
€ro BLIPAKEHHOCTU 3aBUCUT OT OCEAAOCTU
cokonroB (Baumgart, 1980). Yro kacaercs
repBo TOYKU 3PEHUSI, TO MHE TPYAHO MPeA-
CTaBUTDL, YTO 3aPO’KAEHME BMAA MPOU3OILAO
B pPafloHaX, HaMMeHee MPUrOAHLIX AASl €ro
cyuectBoBaHusl. Hanpotus, poanHy 6aroba-
HOB 51 CKOPEE TMPEATNIOAOXKMA Obl B MOAYMY-
CTLIHHBLIX HEBLICOKMX ropax LleHtpasbHOM n
BocTo4Hoi A3umn, rae OHM MMEIOT LIEALI PsiA
KOPMOBLIX O6‘b€l(TOB, AOCTYINHDLIX Ha MpPOTs-
SKEHMM BCETO roAQ, a TaK’Ke MACAALHDLIE YCAO-
BYMsI AAsI OXOTbI M rHE3A0BaHus1. He yberxaaior
1 ymosakatoueHus B. baymrapra. Caeays ero
AorvKe, Gar0BaHOB C HaMOOAEe BLIPAYKEH-
HbLIM NOMNEPEYHLIM PUCYHKOM CA€CAOBAaAO
6bl Mckath Ha tore CpeaHein A3uu, TAe Kak

However, this hypothesis has also some
weak points. For instance, one could expect
the Altai Falcons to have, apart from spe-
cific peculiarities of colouring and marking,
a transitional nature in terms of size and
proportions. But in this regard they prove
to be typical Saker Falcons. The DNA analy-
sis of the Altai Falcons did not show any
difference from the regional Saker Falcons,
either (Wink et al., 2007). And finally, the
obvious similarity of key features of the Al-
tai Falcons to those of the Tibetan Falcons
is completely ignored.

In my opinion, the Altai and the Tibetan
Saker Falcons are more archaic subspecies
that possibly have preserved in their out-
ward appearance many features of the mu-
tual ancestor of the Saker Falcons and the
Gyrfalcons. According to V. Moseikin (pers.
com.), this subspecies was remained in its
pure form on a very limited territory of the
Russian Altai where it inhabits mountainous
taiga regions with a high humidity which are
not very attractive for “normal” Saker Fal-
cons. With increasing distance from the core
distribution of this subspecies, the zone of
hybridization of Saker Falcons with other sub-
species shows not as much through gradual
decrease of the features of Altai Falcons, but
simply through the decline of the number of
birds within the population which have the
typical “Altai” appearance. Even in the sur-
rounding of Issyk-Kul and Almaty, which
are more than 1000 km away from the core
of the subspecies, there are typical Altai Fal-
cons breeding. Far off points where one still
can meet breeding Saker Falcons that have
preserved the outward appearance of Altai
Falcons obviously mark out the borders of
the former distribution of the subspecies.

Summing up, one can identify following
subspecies of the Saker Falcon: Common,
Tibetan, Altai (disappearing subspecies),
Mongolian, Centralasian, Turkestanian,
Chink and Anatolian. The differentiation of
Saker Falcons of Western and Eastern type
has gone so far that they virtually do not
hybridize in most contact zones of their dis-
tribution. Where this happens, the hybridi-
zation zone is comparatively narrow, and
the birds within it show a great variety of
features, not only in terms of outward ap-
pearance, but also with regard to the char-
acteristics of their biology. For this reason I
tend to treat these falcons — although I call
them “Siberian Saker Falcons” — not as a
special subspecies, but rather as a product
of the hybridization of “almost-species” —
the Western and the Eastern Saker Falcons.
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B3POCABIE, TAK U MOAOALIE MTHLILI OCEAALL. Ha
CaAMOM K€ AEAE MOAOBHbBIE COKOAbI OBUTAIOT
Ha Tubere u B BoctouHoii MoHroamm. 51 He
COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OCOBEHHOCTM OKPACKM U
pUcyHKa 6aA0BAHOB MMEIOT AAAMNTMBHDLIN Xa-
paKkTep, XOTsl UCKATb MM MPOCTbIE OBbsICHE-
Hus1 — HeBAaroaapHoe Aero. B Alo6om cayyae
OHM KaKMM-TO 06PA30M CBsI3aHLI C XapaKTe-
puctMkammn cpeabl obutanusi. He cayyaiiHo,
Harpumep, 410 obuTalowme NPaKTUYECKU B
OAVHAKOBbIX GMOTOMAX U BEAYIIME CXOAHDIA
obpas >KM3HM TypKecTaHckue OGarobaHbl,
AQHHEDDLI M WAXMHBI MMEIOT MOPA3UTEALHOE
CXOACTBO BO BHEWHOCTM, MMEIolEee, He-
COMHEHHO, KOHBEPIeHTHYIO MPUPOoAy. ITO
CXOACTBO HACTOALKO BEAMKO, YTO MHOTAQ
BBOAMT B 3a0AY>KAEHME AQXKE CMELIMAAMCTOB.
Tak, B 1983 r. AAMaTMHCKMI 300MapPK, MOAY-
UYMBLIMIA AMLIEH3MIO HA M3DLSITUE U3 MPUPOAbI
ANl CBOEV KOAAEKLIMM LWAXMHOB, OBpaTUACS
32 MOMOLLLIO K OAHOMY Y36EKCKOMY OPHUTO-
AOTY, 3aHUMMAaBWEMYCs1 U3YyHEHUEM KPYIHDLIX
COKOAOB M 3HABIWEMY HECKOALKO MHE3A 3TMX
pPeAKMX NTULl. TOT C TOTOBHOCTLIO OTKAMKHYA-
Cs1 Ha 3Ty MPOcLOY U BCKOPE 300MapK Aei-
CTBUTEALHO MOAYYUA NTUL, HO HE LHIAXUHOB, a
YeTLIPEX TypKecTaHCKMx 6arobaHos! CrycTsi
6oaee 15 A€T s1 MOKA3aA OAHOTO M3 MOTOM-
KOB 3TMX nmu A-py I'. Tpommepy, nspectHo-
My aBTOPY MHOTVIX KHMI M CTaTel O XMLHbIX
NTMUAX M, OCOBEHHO, KPYMHDLIX COKOAAX,
KOTOPOro TPYAHO 3arOAO3PUTL B X HE3Ha-
HuK. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO MTULY B BOALEPE
MOXXHO BLIAO OTAMYHO PACCMOTPETD, MHE TaK
1 He yAaroch y6eant Tpommepa B TOM, YTO
OHa He AaHHep, a 6arobaH.

B3apocaoro TypkecraHckoro 6GaroBaHa
(F. ch. coatsi Dementiev, 1945), kak y>xe
YKa3blBAAOCh, OT APYIMX MOABMAOB OTAMYA-
eT sipKasi okpacka (puc. 3): Temsl BEH4YaeT
PLDKEBATasl WAMOYKA, BEPX, MCMEWPEHHDIN
AOCTATOYHO BBLIPKEHHDLIM, XOTSI M HE OYEHD
KOHTPACTHLIM MOMEPEYHLIM PUCYHKOM, UME-
€T CUABHBLI CEPOBATO-CU3LIM OTTEHOK, Ha
NepbsiX rPyAY M OpiowKa 3aMETHBIM KPEMO-
BbIN HAAET, MPOAOALHBIE MECTPUHBI HA BOKax
M WTAHAX AWLDb M3PEAKA MPUHUMAIOT Morne-
PEYHBLIN XapakTep B hopMe CEePALIEBMAHLIX
KareAb. Ol(pa.CKa MOAOADLIX TYPKECTAHCKUX
6ar06aHOB AOBOALHO KOHTPACTHA M CUMABHO
HAMOMMHAET OKPACKY MOAOABLIX AAHHEPOB.
Pasmepbl oTHOCMTEALHO HeGoAbLume. OBAACTb
pacnpocTpaHeHus TypKecTaHckmux Garoba-
HOB OIPOMHOV MTOAKOBOW C CEBEPO-BOCTOKA
Ha toro-3arnaa rno xpebrty Kaparay, npearo-
pbsim 3anaaHoro TsaHb-llans, MNMamupo-Aaas,
Konetaara, baaxaH u, Nno meHblien mepe,
BOCTOKA IALOYPCa OXBATLIBAET OOALLIME MEC-
yaHble nycTbiHM CpeaHen Asumn. Bce rHésaa,

KOTOpPbI€ MHE YAAAOCDH HAWTM, PacroAaraAmch
B HMLIAX OYeHb BLICOKMX CKaA. K PasMHO-
SKEHMIO MPUCTYMAET PAHO, B IOXKHOM Y36e-
KMUCTaHE KAAAKM TOSIBASIIOTCST Y)K€ B Hayase
deBpanst (Mutporoabckuini u Ap., 1987), a
rHE3A0 MTEHLDLI MOKMAQIOT B MEPBOM MOAO-
BMHE Masl. B3pocabie 1, no KkpaiHeln mepe
B IOXKHOVM YacTu apeana MOABMAA, MOAOAbIE
MTULILE OCEAALI. AOASI MTULL B MUTAHMMU, MO He-
KOTOPDLIM HABAIOAEHMSIM, BLILIE, YEM Y APYTMX
noasuaos H6arobaHoBs (AemeHTbes, 1951).

K 3Tomy >ke mMoABMAY OOBLIMHO OTHOCSIT
M COKOAOB, HACeAsioWMX MAaTo YCTIOPT U
Ma-Hrpiwaak. B koamekumm MIHCTUTYTA 300A0-
™M B AAMare XPaHUAOChL HECKOALKO TyIeK
MOAOADLIX U B3POCALIX MTUL M3 3TOrO OTAQ-
AEHHOTO M TPYAHOAOCTYMHOTIO paioHa. Avilb
XOPOLWO Y3HAB TYPKECTAHCKMX BAAOBAHOB, 51
MOHSIA, KaK PAa3UTEALHO OTAMYAIOTCST OT HUX
nTmubl ¢ YcriopTa. B okpacke 3TMx MeAkmx
COKOAOB He ObLIAO HMYEro OT SIPKOCTM Pac-
LIBETKM TYPKECTAHCKMX 6Gar0BaHOB: BMECTO
SIPKO-PLIXKETO TEMEHU — rPsi3HOBaTO-6eroe,
BMeECTO ‘-léprlX AAMHHDLIX YCOB — €ABA 3aMET-
Hbl€ TEHW Ha ILeKax, BMECTO CEPOBATO-CM30M
CMWHBI — CBETAO-TAMHUCTbIE TOHA, Ad U Tore-
PEYHLII PUCYHOK €ABA HAMEYAACSI TOALKO B
€& HYDKHEN YacTv. YToObl Aydlle y3HaTh STUX
MTULL, 51 OPraHU30BaA HECKOABLKO 3KCIEAVLIMIA.
Kak BbISICHUAOCH, XapakTepHeiwein ocobeH-
HOCTBIO YCTIOPTCKMX GarobaHOB Gbiaa Gpo-

carolasicsi B raasa MpuvBs3aHHOCTL K BLICO-
KMM MEAOBBIM M MECYAHHMKOBLIM OOPLIBaM,
MPOTSIHYBWMMCSI Ha YcTiopTe U MaHrblAake
MPUYYAAMBOM CETLIO Ha TLICSYM KMAOMETPOB
M MapK1pyiowrm 6eperosyto AMHUIO MocTe-
MEeHHO OTCTyrnaBWero ApesHero mops. [o
MPEAOKEHNIO POCCUIACKOTO XYAOXKHUKA U

YuHkoBbIN 6aro6aH (Falco cherrug aralocaspius).
doro U. KapskuHa.

Chink Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug aralocaspius).
Photo by I. Karyakin.
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MOHroAbckuii 6arobaH

(Falco cherrug
progressus).
oro l'ombobaropa C.

Mongolian Saker Falcon
(Falco cherrug
progressus).

Photo by Gombobaatar S.

MOCTOSIHHOTO yYacCTHUKa 3TUX
aKkcreamumii B. TopbartoBa mbl
Ha3BaAM STUX MTULL «<4MHKOBLIMM
6arobaHaMM» (UMHK — MECTHOE
Ha3BaHME OMWCAHHLIX Bbille
06pLIBOB). PaHee noasua OLIA
OMMCaH KaK aparoOKaCnuicKmm
6anoban (F. ch. aralocaspius
Kleinschmidt, 1939). Xopo-
lmiee TMpPeACTaBAEHME O TOM,
KaK BBLITASIASIT YMHKOBbIE 6a-
AOBaHLI, a TaKXKE YMHKM, B
HUWAX KOTOPLIX OHM OBbIY-
HO YCTpamMBalOT CBOM THE3AQ,
AAET pucyHoK 4. B npeaeaax
apeara YMHKOBLIX Bar06aHOB,
OrPaHUYEHHOrO Ha 3ariaae ro-
6epexkbem Kacrnmiickoro mopsi
M OXBATbLIBAIOIIEM MYCTbIHHLIE PaBHUHLI Typ-
ra’ickoro naato npumepHo Ao p. Capbicy Ha
BOCTOKE, a TalOKe 3araAHble PaoHbLl Mnec-
YaHbIX MyCTbiHL KbI3bIAKYyM M Kapakym, 31
COKOABI HEM3MEHHO CTPEMSITCSI THE3AUTLCS B
HUWAX OOPLIBOB — OYyAb TO YMHKM YCTIOPTaA
M MaHrbpiAaka, o6pbiBbl BOKPYT MOGEpexDbs
Aparbckoro mopsi, 6eperosbie 06pLIBLI PEK
MAM KAHLOHOMOAOGHDLIX MEPECOXIIMX PYCEA,
M AVIlIb KpaiHe PEAKO MOCEASIIOTCSl B CKaAAX
HEBGOABLMX MYCTLIHHLIX TOP, & B MOCAEAHUE
rOALI M Ha onopax sAekTponepeaayn (Kaps-
KMH 1 Ap., 2005). B3apocabie unHKoBbIE Ha-
AOGaHDBI OCEAALI, K PA3SMHOKEHMIO MPUCTYTA-
10T paHo (B 1993 r. B OAHOM 13 THE3A 2 Masi
6LIAM YIKE MOAHOCTDLIO OMEPEHHDIE, FOTOBLIE
K BLIAETY, MTEHLIbI), B MUTAHUM STUX COKOAOB
NPeobAAAAIOT Pa3HLIE BUALI MECHAHOK. AAAL-
e BCEro Ha 3ariaA BOCTOYHblE HAAOBaHDI,
B3POCAbIE OCOOM KOTOPLIX MMEIOT Monepey-
HbIi PUCYHOK, MPOHMKAIOT B Manoi Asum.
51 BUAEA B €BPOMNENCKMX COKOAMHLIX MUTOM-
HUKaxX TPEX >KMBLIX MTUL, U3DLATLIX HEKOTAA
13 rHé3A B paioHe ropoaa KoHbs, a Taioke
OAHY TYLIKY B3POCAOM MTULIbI, AOBLITON OAM3
dp3epyma, B KOAEKUMU MOCKOBCKOTO YHU-
Bepcuteta. KpynHolii BeAMuuHOM, a Takoke
0COBEHHOCTbIO OKPACKM M PUCYHKA (puc. 5)
aHatoamiickue 6arobannl (F. ch. anatolicus)
(Tak pewmA s MX HasBartb) GOALILIE BCEro Ha-
MOMMHAaAM HEKOTOPbIX NTUL 13 LIeHTpaAbHOW
Asnm, BAKaNLIME MecTa OBUTaHMsI KOTOPbIX
HaXOASITCS1 B PeAropbsix TsiHb-LaHs noyty B
4000 KMAOMETPOB AAAbLIE Ha BOCTOK. 3aTo
GAvKaMmMe coceam — TypKecTaHckue Oa-
A0GaHbl B ropax JAbOypca, YMHKOBLIE — HA
BOCTOYHOM Mobepeskbe Kacrmsi 1 yxk Tem
6oree OOLIKHOBEHHLIE — B KpbiMy MAM Ha
baAkaHax, MMEIOT C aHATOAMMCKMM 6Gano-
6aHoM o4eHb Maro obuwero. Ceoeobpasme
COKOAOB M3 Manoi A3um OTMEYaAn U ApPY-

rme aeTopbl (AemeHTbeB, 1936; Baumgart,
1980). KoHeyHo, AeTaAu pacrpoCcTpaHeHusl,
Bapuaumin B OKpacke u ocobeHHocTeln 6uo-
AOTMM 3TUX BAAOBAHOB AOAXKHDI CTaTh MPEA-
MeTOM OYAYIIMX MCCAEAOBAHUM, HO U3 TOTO,
YTO O HMX M3BECTHO HA CETOAHSIUHWUI A€HD,
Ha MOV B3TASIA, CMIPABEAAMBOCTL BLIAEAEHMSI
VX B CAMOCTOSIT@AbHLIA MOABUA HE Bbi3LIBAET
COMHEHMN.

LlentpaabHoasmarckme 6arobanbl (F. ch.
milvipes Jerdon, 1871) (puc. 6) HaceasioT
MPEATrOPbS M OTPOrY MOWHLIX XPeOTOB, orpa-
HuumBatowmx LleHtpaabHyio Asumio ot Kasax-
craHa 1 CMbMpPY NOAOCOM, MPOTSIHYBIIENCS C
Ioro-3ariaaa Ha CeBepo-BOCTOK 4yepe3 TsHb-
LllaHb, MCKAIOYaAs €ro 3araaHylo OKOHeY-
HOCTb, AJKyHrapckui Aaatay, Tap6ararai,
Antaii n CasiHbl. OT Apyrvx oOpm BOCTOUYHDIX
6ar06aHOB, OMMCAHHDIX BLIWE, X OTAMYAIOT
GoAbILIEE PA3BUTME MOMEPEYHOrO PUCYHKA,
KaK Ha CMMHE, TaK, HEPEAKO, M Ha BoKax u
wraHax. OKpacka TEMEHM, XOTsl U UMEET Ya-
CTO PJKaBYaTbLli MAM BUHHLIM OTTEHOK, TEM
HE MeHee, He COrocTaBMma Mo SIPKOCTU U
VMHTEHCMBHOCTU C OKPACKOW TEMEHU TypKe-
CTaHCKMX GarobaHoB. OCHOBHOM TOH Bepxa
— cepoBato-Oypbiil, MOMEPEYHbIN PUCYHOK
M KaliMbl MEPLEB — OT OAEAHO-TIECOYHOTO
LIBETA Ha BLIFOPEBLIMX MTHLIAX A0 PbKEBATO-
oxpuctoro B ceexkem nepe. Cusbii HaAET
CMALHEE BLIPKEH Y CAMUOB M OCOBEHHO
3aMeTeH Ha MosicHuue. B3pocabie COKOADI
OCEAADLI, MOAOALIE B MEPBLIN FOA XXM3HU YAE-
TAIOT HA 3MMOBKY Ha 10T 3a MpPEeAeAbl apeasa
rnoaeuaa. [Hé3aa yCcTpamMBaloT UCKAIOUYUTEADL-
HO Ha CKaAax, OBLIMHO CPEAHEN MAM AdXKE
HEBOADBLIOW BLICOTDI, B MPEArOPbLSIX KPYMHLIX
XPeBTOB VAU B HEBLICOKMX CKAAUCTBIX TOPAaXx.
MHoraa, €CAn Mo3BOASIIOT YCAOBMSI, XKUBYT U
Ha BLICOKOTOPHbIX MAATO (HamboAbas abco-
AIOTHA51 BLICOTA CPEAM M3BECTHLIX MHE rHE3A
npubAmKasach K 2,5 toic. M). Cpean Kopmo-
BbIX OBLEKTOB MPEOBAAAAIOT PA3HLIE BUADI
MecyaHoK, PeXke — CYyCAUKM.

MoHroabckuit 6aroban (F. ch. progressus
Stegmann, 1925), onucaHHLI1 B KayecTse
camocrositeabHoro noasvaa b.K. llrerma-
HOM, BOABLIMHCTBOM MCCAEAOBATEAEN O6be-
AVHSIETCS1 C MPEABIAYIIMM, LIEHTPAaALHOA3MAT-
ckum (CrenadsiH, 1975). Bce mou comHeHust
O MPAaBUALHOCTM TOW AU MHOM TOYKM 3PEHMS
Pa3BESIAUCH MOCAE TOTO, Kak sl BliepPBLIe YBU-
A€A TYWKU 3TUX NTUL B KOAeKUMU MIHCTUTY-
1a 300r0rumn B Cankr-Tletepbypre. Momumo
Ob1LEel CBETAOM OKPACKM U KPYIHOW BEAMYM-
HbI, Y B3POCALIX 0cobeli B raasa 6pocaroch
O4YeHb CMALHOE Pa3BUTME TMOMNEPEYHOro pu-
CyHKa BE€pPXa M MHTEHCUBHDLI CBETAO-CU3DLIN
HaAET He TOALKO Ha MOSICHMLIE, HO U Ha CIu-
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He U AvKe Ha xBocTe. Bcé 310 pesko otam-
YaAO MX OT BCEX APYTMX BANOBAHOB, YTO MHE
AOBEAOCL BMAETb paHblue. CrycTsi ABa roaa
51 YBUMAEA, HaKOHeLl, U >KMBbLIX NTuu. [lepeBoe
BIEYaTAEHME — 3TO BOBCe He GarobaH, a
KpeyeT. MMno3saHTHasi BEAMYMHA, MaCCUB-
Hasl TOAOBA C KPYIMHbLIM, CBETAOOKPALIEHHLIM
KAIOBOM, TMbILIHOE, TYCTOe orepeHue — Bcé
3TO PA3UTEALHO HANOMMHAAO CEBEPHOro CO-
ceaa (puc. 7). MNomumo OsxkHOro 3abaiika-
Absi U1 BoctouHolr MOHroAmmn, 3T NTULBI, MO-
BMAVMMOMY, MAYT B CBOEM PaCipOCTPaHEHUU
Ha BOCTOK AO rpaHuu Buaa Ha boablwom XuH-
raHe. HaceasiioT naockme n crabo XOAMUCTLIE
PABHUHDLI MAM HEBLICOKME TOPbI C BLIXOAAMM
HeBOoALIMX cKaA. [HE3AQ pacrioAaratoT obbIy-
HO HEBbLICOKO B HMLIAX CKAA, & HEPEAKO — M Ha
3emae. MHormm aBTopamu rnoAéeka bpaHata
(Lasiopodomys brandti) eAMHOAyWHO npu-
3HAETCSI BOKHEMIMM KOPMOBLIM OBLEKTOM
3TUX COKOAOB. B3pocabie NTMLbl OCEAALI, MO-
AOAbIE COBEPLIAIOT MUTPALIMIO AAAEKO 3a Mpe-
A€Abl THE3AOBOTO apeana MoOABMAQ.
Tubetckne 6anobanvl (F. ch. hendersoni,
Hume, 1871) (puc. 8) B psiay ¢hopm BOCTOU-
HLIX 6aA0BAHOB CTOSIT OCOBHSIKOM. VX Heo-
OLIYHOCTDL MPOSIBASIETCSI M B BLICOKOTOPHOM
xapakrepe mecrooburtanui (3000-5000 m
HaA YpPOBHEM MOPsl), U B pacLBeETKE B3POC-
AbIX MTML, OOAbLIE BCErO HAMOMMHAIOLWEN
pacuBeTKy MYyCTEAbl, U, HAaKOHEL, B PUCYH-
Ke, MornepeyHbIr Xapakrep KOTOPOro MMeH-
HO y TMBETCKMX GArOBAHOB HAXOAMT CBO&
MaKCMMaAbHOE  BbIP&)KEHME:  KMPIMYHO-
P’KABUATOro LBETa MsATHA Ha CMUHE CAMBA-
I0TCs1 B MPABUALHBIE MOAOCDI, MOAHVMMAIOILN-
ecst Ao wen. Ha 6okax u wraHax, a Takke Ha
MOAXBOCTLE YEPHOBATLIE MMSITHA TaK)Ke obpa-
3YIOT MornepeYHble MOAOCHI, HarOMUHAaloLMe
PUICYHOK CariCAHOB VIAM HEKOTOPDLIX MOABU-
AOB KPEYeTOB MAU AAHHEPOB.
HaxoHeu, noutn yé€pHoe uan
KOpPUYHeBaTto-4€pHoe  Temsl,
B OTAMYMM OT OCTAABLHLIX MOA-
BMAOB 6arOBaHOB, HE CBETAEE
CryHbl. AMlib BO BHELIHOCTU
AATANICKMX COKOAOB, O KOTO-
PLIX peyb MOVWAET HMXKE, OBHa-
PY>KMBAIOTCSI CXOAHDbIE YepPThl.
B3pocabie TMHeTckme HGaroba-
Hbl OCEAALI, MOAOALIE — Mepe-
AéTHLI. PasmHoOXKaroTCst cpas-
HUTEALHO PAHO, THE3ASITCSI Ha
CKaAax, B MUTaHMU OCOBEHHO

Tuberckmit 6arobaH (Falco cherrug
hendersoni). ®oro E. INoranoBa.

Tibetan Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug
hendersoni). Photo by E. Potapov.

BEAMKA 3aBMCMMOCTL OT OAHOTO BMAA — Yep-
Hory6oi1 nuyxu (Ochotona curzoniae).

M3 paboT, NosIBUBLIKNXCS B MOCAEAHME A€-
CITUAETUSI, KOTOPbLIE TaK MAM MHadye 3atpa-
I'MBaAM MPOOAEMATMKY AATAMCKMX COKOAOB
(Hierofalco altaicus Menzbier, 1891; cuHo-
Humbl: Hierofalco lorenzi Menzbier, 1900;
Falco gyrfalco altaicils Menzbier, 1891), Ha
MOV B3rAsIA, OCOBOro BHUMAHMSI 3aCAY>KMBA-
101 c1atby [1. INpaHaepa (1994; 1999) yke
MOTOMY, YTO OH C CAMOrO Ha4yaaa MoApob6-
HO U, TAQBHOE, BEPHO AAET XapaKTepucTu-
Ky BHEIWHMX Mpu3HaKkoB 3Tnx ntuu. U ecamn
B CTaTbsIX CTApPbLIX aBTOPOB, KOTOPLIE TAIOKe
VIMEAM YETKOE TMPEACTaBAEHME O TOM, Kak
BBLITASIASIT AQATaiCKME COKOAQ, AMILL OYEHD
HE3HAUMTEALHDLI OOBLEM MaTtepuasa, KOTo-
PLIM OHM PACrOAaraAu, 3aTPyAHSIA MOUCKU
PELIeHMsl 3araAkm 3TUxX NTuLl, B GoAee Mo3a-
HUX VICCAEAOBAHMSIX 3TOMY MPEMNSITCTBOBAAO
HeBepHOe MPeACTaBAEHME O TOM, YTO OHU U3
cebsl MpeACTaBAsiioT. B yactHocTM, B MOHO-
rpachmm o kpeyetax E. [Notanosa u P. Ceii-
Aa (Potapov, Sale, 2005) Ha obeux ¢poto-
rpapmsix arTamckMX COKOAOB 3arieyaTAeHb
npoctbie 6ar0BaHbl LIEHTPAALHOA3MATCKOrO
noABMAA. TOALKO 3TUM 51 MOTY OOBSICHUTDL
YTBEPAMBLIYIOCSI B HacTosillee BpeMsl Mo3u-
LMIO, KOTOPYIO 3aHSIAM GOALLIMHCTBO MCCAE-
AOBATEAEN, BUASIIIMX B AATAICKOM COKOAE
AMLIL LBETOBYIO BapuaUMIO OAHOTO M3 TOA-
BMAOB HarobaHa. Ha puc. 9 nsobpakeHnl
TUMUYHDLIA «aATael» TEMHOM OKPAacKu M UH-
TE€PEeCHbI BapUaHT CBETAOM okpacku (F. ch.
altaicus Menzbier, 1891). VIHTepeceH OH
TEM, YTO HE YacCTO Y CBETALIX MTUL (Ha3bIBaB-
IIMXCSl KOTAQ-TO COKOAOM AopeHLa) Ha ro-
AOBE MOAHOCTLIO COXPAHSIETCsl TEMHDIN LWAe-
MOMOAOGHDIM PUCYHOK. TToMMMO TOro, 4TO
06€ MTULILI HA MAAIOCTPALIMK UMEIOT TEMHOE,
YepHOBATO-Oypoe TEMsI, KOTOPOE HE CBETAEE
CMUHBI, B TAa3a 6pOCAIOTCST U MEPDST MOAXBO-
CTbsl, UCNeWpPEHHbIE TEMHLIM TMOMEPEeYHLIM
pycyHKOM. He ocTtaHaBAMBAsICb HA HECKOADL-
KMX APYTUX XapaKTePHDLIX, XOTsl U MEHee 3a-
METHbIX MPU3HAKAX, XOUYy OTMETUTb, YTO MPU
BCEN BapUaBEALHOCTM PACLBETKM M PUCYHKA
6ar06aHOB, MOMMMO AATAMICKMX COKOAOB,
MTUL CO CXOAHBIM PUCYHKOM MOXXHO BCTpe-
TUTb TOALKO CpeAM TUBeTckmx GarobaHoB.
Mpu sTOM apeaa TMOETCkMX BarOBAHOB He
NMepPeKPLIBAETCSI C 0OAACTLIO PACTPOCTPAHE-
HMS1 MTUL, Ha3bIBA€MbIX aATaMCKUMM COKOAA-
mu. Te, yalle Bcero BCTpeyasicb Ha AATae U
B CasiHax, MpOHMKaT Ha ceBep A0 MuHy-
CMHCKOW KOTAOBMHDI, & Ha 10T — AO LIEHTPAAb-
HbIX parioHoB TsHb-LlaHs, To ectb, obutaroT
MPENMYILECTBEHHO B NMPEAEAAX apeaAa LieH-
TpaAbHoasuarckoro 6GarobaHa. Mo meHb-
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CameL artarickoro
cokoaa (Falco cher-
rug altaicus) TémMHO/
OKPACKM Ha FHe3Ae.
doto M. KapsikuHa.

Male of the Altai [Saker]
Falcon (Falco cherrug
altaicus) dark morph on
the nest.

Photo by I. Karyakin.

e Mepe OAMH AOCTOBEPHDIN
CAyYal BCTPEYM FHE3ASILErocs
AATAMCKOTO COKOAA B apease
obLIKHOBEHHOro HarobaHa (K
3TOMY TMOABMAY MPUHAAAEIKAA
M OAMH U3 MapTHEPOB) OTMe-
yeH [1. TNdpaHaepom (1994).
He wuckaloyeHo, 4ro aaraii-
CKME COKOAbI MOTYT TPOHU-
KaTb M B apPEeaA MOHTOAbCKMX
6arobaHoB. Cpean pasAnYHbIX
rMrotes, OOLSICHSIIOWMX Cylle-
CTBOBAHME B MPEAEAAX APEAAOB HECKOABLKMX
NMOABMAOB 6arOBAHOB MTUL, PE3KO OTAU-
YAIOWMXCsl LIEABIM KOMIMAEKCOM MPU3HAKOB,
CBOEM AOTMYHOCTBIO TMOAKYMAET IUroTesa,
NPEAAOXKEHHASI B Y)KE YIMOMMHABLIMXCSI CTa-
Tbsix [1. NdpaHaepom. OH noaaraet, yto B
KOHLIE MOCAEAHErOo AEAHUKOBOTO MEPUOAA B
BblCOKOropbsix AAtasi u CasiH MOraa ocTarbCsl
M3OAMPOBAHHASI TMOMYASIUMSI KPEYETOB, KO-
TOPAs B XOA€E MOTEMAEHUsI KAMMATA U COMyT-
CTBYIOLIETO €My OCTEMHEHMIO PErvoHa ObiAa
ACCMMAMPOBAaHA MPOHMKAOWMMM Ha CEBEP
nonyasiumsimy  6arobaHoB. CoxpaHeHue B
5TOM parioHe ocobeit, obAasaloWmMX B pac-
LIBETKE U PUCYHKE OMEPEHMs, & BO3MOXKHO
M B HEKOTOPbLIX YepPTax GMOAOrMU, HEKOTO-
PLIMM KPEYETUHBLIMM MPU3HAKAMM SIBASIETCS]
CBMAETEALCTBOM ObIAOV TMOPUAM3ALIMM ABYX
6AM3KMX BUAOB. Ho 1 3Ta runoresa, Ha Moii
B3rAsIA, UMeET cAabocTu. Harnpumep, MOXKHO
6LIAO Bbl OXKMAATb, YTO MOMMMO Crieumndou-
YECKMX OCOBEHHOCTEN PACLIBETKM M PUCYH-
Ka (KOTopbIe, KCTaTh, U Y KPEYETOB BCTPEYA-
IOTCS1 AOCTATOYHO PEAKO), AATANCKME COKOADI
AOMKHBI ObIAM ObI MMETL MPOMENKYTOUHDIN
Xapaxtep B nporopumsix u pasmepax. Oa-
HAKO, OHU B 3TOM OTHOIWEHWUM — TUMUYHBIE
6arobaHbl. AHaams AHK aAtaickmx CoKo-
AOB TaK)K€ HE BbISIBUA HUKAKMX OTAMYMIA OT
MecTHLIX 6arobaHos (Wink et al., 2007). U,
HaKOHeL, WrHOPUPYETCsl SIBHOE CXOACTBO
KAIOYEBLIX MPU3HAKOB AATAMCKMX COKOAOB C
TaKMMM KE Mpu3HaKkamm Tnéetcknux 6aroba-
HOB. Ha MOV B3rasiA, aaTaickme COKOADI U TU-
6etckne 6arobaHbl — Hamboaee apxamyHble
MOABMADI, BO3MOYKHO COXPAHMBLIME B CBOEM
06AMKE MHOTME YepTbl obwero arst 6aroba-
HOB U Kpe4eToB npeaka. MMeHHO 3TMM 061b-
SICHSIETCSI HAAMYME PSIAQ TPU3HAKOB, OTCYT-
CTBYIOWIMX Yy APYTUX (popM 6ANOBAHOB, HO
MMEIOWMXCSl Y HEKOTOPLIX KpeyeTos. Vmesi
XOPOWO M30AMPOBAHHLIA APEaA B BLICOKO-
ropbsix Tubeta, Tnéetckunii 6arobaH B 3HaUM-
TEALHOM MEPEe COXPAHUA UCXOAHLII OBAMK.
AATaICKME COKOADbI, CMEWIMBASICL C APYIU-
Mu HarobaHamu, MOCTEMEHHO COKPALAAU
CBOV apeaa 1, no ceeaeHusim B. MoceikuHa

(AMYHOE cooblueHune), 3TOT MOABUA B YMCTOM
BMAE COXPAHWMACSI HAa O4Y€Hb OrpPaHMYEHHOM
TEPPUTOPUM POCCUNCKOTO AATasl, rae obu-
TaeT B FOPHLIX TA&XHLIX ParoHax C O4YeHb
BLICOKOW BAQYKHOCTDLIO, KOTOPLIE MaAO Mpwu-
BAEKATEALHDI AAsI <HOPMAABLHBIX» 6AA0HAHOB,
TO €CTb, SKOAOTMYECKM OT HUX U3OAMPOBA-
Hbl. AIOOOMBITHO, YTO, MO MEPE YAAAEHMsI
OT SIApPA MOABMAQ, 30HA CMeLeHusi ¢ Baro-
6aHaMM APYTMX MOABMAOB XapaKTepPU3yeT-
Csl HE CTOALKO MOCTEMNEHHLIM OCAABAEHMEM
creumguyeckmx MPU3HAKOB AATaACKUX CO-
KOAOB, CKOALKO TMPOCTbIM YMEHbLIEHUEM
YUCAEHHOCTU B MOMYASILMU MTUL, UMEIOWMX
TUNUYHDBIN OBAMK «aATariues». To ecTb, Aake
B oKkpecTHOCTsIX Mccbik-Kyast nam Aamarsl,
KOTOPbLIE OT COXPAHMUBLIETOCs SIAPA MOABMAA
otaeasieT 6oaee 1000 KM, MOXKHO BCTPETUTD
Ha THE3A0BAHMM TUMUYHLIX AATaMCKUX CO-
KOAOB. [10-BMAMMOMY, 3TO OBbLSCHSIETCS UC-
KAIOUNTEALHOM AOMMHAHTHOCTBIO KAKOYEBLIX
MPU3HAKOB AATalICKMX COKOAOB. He cay-
YaHO A@XKE B CMEWAHHDLIX Mapax GoAblast
Y4acTb MOTOMCTBA BBLITASIAUT KaK «aATamubb. S
OMPOCUA BAAAEALLIEB MHOTMX TMUTOMHMKOB,
KOTOPbLIE PA3BOASIT AATANCKMX COKOAOB, U
OT BCEX MOAYYMA MOATBEPIKAEHME TOMY, YTO
HaOAIOAAA M B MPUPOAE: eCcAM B nape oba
POAUTEAST UMEIOT TUIUYHDIE MPU3HAKM MOA-
BMAQ (MPU 3TOM HE MPUXOAUTCSI COMHEBATb-
Csl, YTO UX MPEAKM MHOTOKPATHO CMELIMBA-
AVCb C «HOPMAaAbHbLIMM» GarobaHamM), BCE
MOTOMCTBO MMEET «aATalCKyl0» BHELHOCTD.
KpaiHue Touku, rae BCE ewwé BCTpevaroTCs
rHe3asiumecst 6arobaHbl, COXpaHuBLIME O6-
AMK TUMWYHBIX aATaCKMX COKOAOB, OYEBMA-
HO, MapPKMPYIOT IPAHULIbI OLIAOTO PaChpo-
CTPaHEeHMs! 3TOro MOABMAQ.

Pestomupyst, MPUXOAUTCSI KOHCTATUPOBATD,

CameLl aATa¥ICKOrO COKOAA CBETAOM OKPACKM OKOAO
rHesaa. @oro . KapsikuHa.

Male of the Altai [Saker] Falcon pale morph near
the nest. Photo by I. Karyakin.
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[reHubl arTasickoro
COKOAQ B THe3Ae.
Poro M. KapskuHa.

Chicks of the Altai
[Saker] Falcon in the
nest.

Photo by I. Karyakin.

YTO OLEHMBasi reorpahuyeckyto U3MeH4U-
BOCTL BAAOBAHOB, MOKHO BLIAGAUTL CAEAYIO-
UMEe AOKAAbHLIE (POPMbI: OBLIKHOBEHHDIN,
TMOETCKUI, aATaNCKUIA (MCYe3aloWmii), MOH-
FOALCKMM, LIEHTPAALHOA3UATCKUMN, TYPKECTaH-
CKWUM, YMHKOBDIN M aHATOAUMCKMI BaroBaHbl
(MOCA€AHUI A0 CMX TMOP HE OMNUCLIBAACS KaK
CAMOCTOSITEALHDLIV MOABUA).
AnpdhepeHumaums 6ar06aHOB 3arasHOro
M BOCTOYHOIO TUIOB 3allAd HACTOABLKO Aa-
A€KO, YTO B BOALWIMHCTBE MECT KOHTAaKTa MX

apeaAoB OHM MPAKTUYECKM HE CMEeLIMBAIOT-
csi. Tam ke, rAe 3TO MPOUCXOAUT, 30HA TU-
OPUAM3ALMM CPABHUTEALHO Y3Kasl, MTMLLI B
HEM OTAMYAIOTCS, B 3aBMCMMOCTM OT Npeo6-

AAAQHMST AOAU KPOBU TOWM UAU UHOM CPOPMBI,
3HAYUTEALHLIM PAa3HOOOpasMeM MPU3HAKOB,
BLIPAXKAIOWMXCS HE TOALKO BO BHELIHOCTH,
HO U B ocobeHHOCTsIX 6uorormmn. MNMoao6-
HYIO KapPTUHY MOXXHO HAOAIOAATL B 30HE
r’MOPUAM3ALIUM MHOTUX BGAM3KUX BUAOB, Ha-
npumep 4yé€pHoli (Corvus corone) un cepoit
BopoHbl (C. cornix) vAM OBLIKHOBEHHOTO
(Buteo rufinus) 1 MOXHOHOIOro KypraHHuKka
(B. hemilasius). [ToaToMy 51 TaKMX COKOAOB,
XOTb M HasblBal «cMbUpcknuMmn HarobaHa-
MM», CKAOHEH PaCCMaTPUBATL HE Kak 0cOBbLIi
MOABMA, A KaK MPOAYKT TMOPUAM3ALIMK «[TOYTU
BMAOB» — 3araAHLIX M BOCTOYHLIX BAAOBAHOB.

bAaaroaapHocTH

ABTOp OAAroAapuT BLIAAIOWETOCST POC-
CUICKOTO XYAOXKHMKA-aHMMaAaucta Baamma
Top6aroBa He TOALKO 3a MACTEPCKM MCIOA-
HEHHbIE MAAIOCTPALIMM K 3TOM CTaThbe, HO 1 3a
APY)KOY U MOAAEPIKKY BO MHOTMX COBMECT-
HLIX 3KCMEANLIMSIX.
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