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®DoHA m3yyeHus1 xuuwHLIX N (Raptor Re-
search Foundation — RRF), co3aaHHLII B
1966 r. B CLIA, siBAsieTcsl camol GOALLION
opraHusaumeli B Mupe, NpusBaHHOM U3ydarb
M OXPaHsITb AHEBHBIX XMIIHLIX MTMLL M COB Ha
BCEM 3eMHOM wwape. B TeyeHuu nepsbix 15

AET CBOErO CyILIECTBOBAHMS 3TA OpraHmM3aums
6bIAA COCPEAOTOUYEHA HA AHFAOSI3LIYHOM MPO-
CTPAHCTBE U BKAIOYAAQ, TAABHLIM OBOPA3oM,
YUYEHDBIX U3 CTPaH BPUTAHCKOrO COAPY’KECTBA
n, ecrectseHHo, CLIA. C Hayara 1990-x ro-
AOB aKTMBHYIO POAL B paboTe hoHAa CTara

urpartb Mcrianust. B a1o ke Bpemsi, Gaaroaapsi
nepectporike B CCCP u paspylieHuio >Keaes-
HOro 3aHaBeca B BocrtouHol EBpone, 6uia0
peleHo paclMpUTh 3Ty OpPraHM3aLMio U Ha
Apyrue ctpaHbl. C 3TOM LeALIO BO3HMKAA UAes
MPOBOAUTDL Pa3 B HECKOALKO AET MOOYEPEAHO
B Pa3HLIX EBPOMENCKMX CTpaHaxX Tak HasblBa-
emble BbIe3AHbIE (eBpOoneickue) Ceccum.

B 1993 r. B Kenre B BeAnkobpuranmm npo-
wAa nepsasi kKOH¢epeHurst RRF B EBpazuy,
B 1996 r. — BTOpOE coBellaHne Ha 6aze yHu-
Bepcuteta YpbuHo B Utaamm, B 1999 1. — tpe-
Tbe B Mukyarose B Hexocroeakmm 1 B 2001 .
— yetBéproe B CeBuabe B Mcnanuu. NMocae
3TOro 6biA GOALIION MepepLIB, TaAK KaK MAA-
HUpyemble coBellaHusi B [ToAblie, a MoTom U
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The Raptor Research Foundation (RRF), es-
tablished in 1966 in the USA, is the biggest
organization in the world to study and pro-
tect diurnal birds of prey and owls. During
the first 15 years of its existence this organi-
zation was dominated mainly by English-
speaking nations and included scientists
from the USA and the countries of British
Commonwealth. Since the beginning of the
1990’s Spain has begun to play an active
role in the work of RRF. Owing to “perestroi-
ka” in the USSR and destruction of the “iron
curtain” in Eastern Europe, it was decided
to spread the influence of this organization
to other newly independent countries. An
idea was born to hold Eurasian Meetings of
RRF in different European countries to en-
courage wider involvement of Eurasian col-
leagues in the work of RRF.

The first Eurasian conference of RRF was
held in 1993 in Kent (UK), in 1996 - the
second meeting was at Urbino Univer-
sity in Italy, the third was held in 1999 in
Mikolov in the Czech Republic and in 2001
the fourth conference was held in Seville in
Spain. After which there was a long pause
due to the cancellation of meetings in Po-
land and Georgia . Then, under the leader-
ship of Dr. Ruth Tingay, the Scottish Raptor
Study Groups began to organize the next
conference and at last, in the beginning of
October 20092 the 5th RRF Eurasian confer-
ence was held.

The Venue for this conference was the
small town of Pitlochry, situated in a very
picturesque valley in central Scotland. The
Conference took place in a 4-star hotel “At-
oll Palace”, situated on a hill at the edge of
town. Some participants of the conference
were bemused as to why such a remote site
was chosen for the conference (the town
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B [py3un, no pasHbIM MpUYMHaM MPOBECTU
He yAanoCh. Toraa 3a A€AO B3siaach Ipyr-
rna no vsyyeHuto XuuHbIX ntuu LlotaaHAMM
(Scottish Raptors Study Groups) noaA pyko-
BoactBoM Aokropa Pyd Tunrei (Dr. Ruth
Tingay), u ouyepeaHas, nsrasi, KoHhepeHUmst
MpoILAA B HaYaAe okTsiopst 2009 r. '3

Mectom mnpoBeAeHus1 KOH(hepeHLMM CTaa
HeBOABLLON TropoAOK [TUTAOXPM, PACToAO-
JKEHHbIM B ueHTpe LlloTAaHAMM B AOAMHE, Cpe-
AV XOAMOB, B O4Y€Hb YKMBOIMMCHOM MecTe. KoH-
hbepeHLMs MPOXOAMAQ B YETLIPEX3BEZAOHYHOM
oreae «AToAA [Narnac» Ha XOAME Ha Kpato ro-
poaka. MHorve y4acTHMKM KOH(bepeHLIMM He-
AOYMEBAaAU, MOYEMY MMEHHO 3TO MECTO OLIAO
BLIOPAHO AAsI KOH(DbEpPEHLIMM (BECbMA YAANEH-
HOE OT KPYMHLIX TPAHCMOPTHLIX LIEHTPOB), HO,
BMAVIMO, €0 >KMBOIMMUCHOCTL M YAOBCTBO ABTO-
OyCHLIX SKCKYPCUI HA OCTPOBA, OPraHM30BaH-
HbIX 32 OTAEALHYIO MAQTy MOCAe KOHpepeH-
LM, MPEAOTIPEAGAVNAM CE BLIGOP.

CocraB y4aCTHMKOB 3TOM KOHcpepeHLMn B
3HAYUTEALHOW CTErNeHU OMPEAEAVAU CAEAYIO-
uve oBCTOSTEALCTBA: MMPOBOM KPU3NC B SKO-
HOMMKE U (pMHAHCAX, AOPOrOBM3HA CTPAHbI-
XO35IMKU, YAAAEHHOCTL MecCTa MpPOBEAEHMs!
KOH(P€pPEHUMM 1 OrPAHNHYEHHOCTL MECT (OT-
€Ab He Mor BMeCTUTh 6oAee 300 y4acTHUKOB),
NPV 3TOM TPUOPUTET OTAABAACS B TEPBYIO
ouepeab YreHam RRF u LllotaaHACKoM rpynmbl
MO U3YYEHUIO XMLHDLIX MTULL.

HoBoBBeaeHMeM AaHHOW  KOHcpbepeHummn
CTaA CreLMaAbHBI AUCT SAEKTPOHHOM pac-
CLIAKA AASl PELIeHMs] MHOTOYMCAEHHLIX Op-
rBOMPOCOB. B Hero BKAIOYAAMCL YYaCTHMKM,
YIAQTVBLIME YAEHCKUI B3HOC, MOCAE YEro um
ObIAA AOCTYMHA MOAHAsI HAY4YHAs! MPOrpamMma
MEepOTPUSTUST U HEKOTOPLIE ApPYyre (ParAbI.
[lo uroram KOHhepeHLMM Nporpamma, Te3nchl
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Oreab «Atom lMarac». doro E. lllepraanHa.

Atholl Palace Hotel. Photo by E. Shergalin.

was somewhat isolated from local and na-
tional transport hubs). However, all previ-
ous conferences of the RRF had also been
held in similar sized villages, and in addition
local sites of natural beauty were conven-
iently close by, allowing for optional excur-
sions into the hills after the conference had
drawn to a close.

The composition of participants of this
conference were, to a considerable extent
defined by the following circumstances:
world crisis in economy and finances, ex-
pensive host-country, large distance from
big airports and limited number of poten-
tial participants (hotel had capacity only for
300 guests), and priority was given to the
members of RRF and Scottish Raptor Study
Groups.

Innovation for this conference was a spe-
cial mailing list for discussion and circulation
of information regarding numerous organiz-
ing questions. Approved participants could
join the list only after payment of a registra-
tion fee, after which they received access to
the complete scientific program of events
and some other files. The program abstracts
of all reports and poster presentations are
available from the web-site of RRF'4, how-
ever proceedings of the conference are not
planned for publishing.

The program of the conference, in con-
trast to many other similar events, was not
extraordinary dense, and participants had
enough time to communicate during breaks
for tea or coffee or in lobby, this was cer-
tainly an advantage of the conference.

The conference was opened by the Chair-
man of the Board and Director of “The Pe-
regrine Fund” and British Ornithological
Union Prof. Dr. lan Newton. Professor Dr.
Steve Redpath in a one-hour lecture vividly
told about research on birds of prey in Scot-
land. The number of activists in this group
is impressive — 260 members for a 5-mil-
lion population of Scotland. This group of
volunteers monitors 14 species of birds of
prey and more than 4000 breeding territo-
ries. This group has published “Raptors: A
Field Guide for Surveys and Monitoring” for
Britain and Ireland (see p. 77 in N°11 “Rap-
tor Conservation” for 2008), whose second
revised and updated edition, already with
colour tables, was published on the penulti-
mate day of the conference.

Lectures were held simultaneously in two
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CTaTei M aApeca aBTOPOB BLICTABAEHDI B OOLMI
AOCTyN Ha cavite RRF'4, npu sTom marepuanni
KOH(PepPEeHLIMN HEe NAAQHMPYIOTCS K UBAQHUIO.

[lporpamma KoHcpepeHuMn, B OTAMUME
OT MHOIMX APYMMX MEPONPUSITU, He Bbira
YpPE3MEPHO MAOTHOM, M YYaCTHUKU VIMEAU
AOCTaTO4HOE BpeMsi Moobwarhcsi BO Bpemsl
NnepepLIBOB Ha Yal MAM Kodbe U B KyAayapax,
YTO CTAAO HECOMHEHHBLIM AOCTOMHCTBOM 3TOM
KOH(hbepeHumu.

OTKpbIA €€ MPUBETCTBEHHLIM CAOBOM  AU-
pPeKTop 1 NoYéTHLIN YaeH CoBeTa AMPEKTOPOoB
«PoHaa CancaHa» u bpurtaHckoro opHuto-
Aormdeckoro coroza npocpeccop Men Hulo-
ToH (Dr. lan Newton). C naeHapHoO# YacoBoM
Aekuven BbicTyruA npocpeccop Crue Peanac
(Dr. Steve Redpath), >kuBo M yBA€KaT€ALHO
pacckasaBumii 06 M3yHEHMM XMILHLIX MTULL B
LlotAaHaMM. KoAnyecTBO akTMBMCTOB B 3TOM
rpyrnrne npocro nopaxaer — 260 yeAaoBeKk Ha
MATUMUMAAMOHHOE HaceaeHue LllotaaHamm. 3ta
rpyrrna BOAOHTEPOB OCYILECTBASIET MOHMUTO-
pUHr 14 BMAOB XMIIHLIX NTULL HA BoAee Yem
4000 rHe3a0BbIX Tepputopusix. VIMeHHo 3Ta
rpyrnna M3jara PyKOBOACTBO MO MOHMUTOPMH-
ry XMIHbIX NTvu Bcert bputanmm u Upaanammn
(cm. c1p. 77 B N°11 lepHatbie XUIWLHUKM U UX
oxpaHa» 3a 2008 r.), BTopoe, pacluMpeHHoe 1
AOMOAHEHHOE, M3AaHVE KOTOPOTO, YKe C LIBET-
HLIMM TaBAMLIAMM, BLIAO HareyataHo B MPeA-
MOCAEAHUI A€HDL MPOBEAEHUS1 KOH(hepPEeHLMM.

3arem BLICTYTAEHMSI MPOXOAMAM OAHOBpE-
MEHHO B ABYX 3aAax, U 3a TPU C NMOAOBMHOM
AHs1 ObIAO 3acAywaHo 72 Aokaaaa. Ewé 39
AOKAAAOB OLIAO MPEACTABAEHO Ha MOCTEPAX,
KOTOPbLIE AE€MOHCTPUPOBAAOCL B TE€YEHUU
ABYX AHEM, OAHAKO AASI UX OOCY KAEHUs BbiAA
MPEeAYyCMOTPEHA BCEro OAHA-€AMHCTBEHHAs!
ceccust, YTO ObIAO SIBHO HEAOCTATOYHO.

KyAbTypHast nporpamma cocrosiaa 13 Mo-
€3AKM BEYEPOM BTOPOrO AHSI B OXOTHWYMIA
3amok Blair Castle, rae nocae doypuera u
AETYCTalMM WOTAAQHACKOTO BUCKM ObIAO Op-
raHN30BaHO KOAAEKTMBHOE  pasyyuBaHue
LWOTAQHACKMX TaHLIEB.

B npeanocaeaHuii Beyep npodeccop Men
HblOTOH MoNpocMA MNOYTUTL MamsIThb LOT-
AQHACKMX UCCAEAOBATEAEN, MOKMHYBLIMX HAC
Tparmyecky HE3aAOATO AO KOH(pepeHLMM.
[lapy AeT Hazaa yWEA M3 >KU3HU TOCAE Tsl-
JKEAOM TMPOAOAKUTEALHON OOAE3HM aBTOP
moHorpachum no 6epkyty Akedd Barcon
(Jeff Watson). Ero BaoBa Banecca rnobaaro-
AapuAa BCEX TMPUCYTCTBYIOWMX 3a BKAAA U
MOMOLIL B MOATOTOBKE K HOBOMY W3AAHMIO
€ro MoHorpacpum no 6epKkyTy, KOTOPYIO OH
YCMeA cAaTb B M3AATEALCTBO HE3AAOAIO AO
CBOEM KOHYMHbI. MoHorpacvsi yBUAUT CBET
B CAeAytolem roay. LleHHocTh sToro Tpyaa

halls, and for three and a half days 72 re-
ports were presented. Another 39 reports
were shown on posters, which were dem-
onstrated during two days, however only
one session was set aside for their presen-
tation, which from my point of view was not
enough.

The cultural program consisted of a trip in
evening of the second day to in Blair Castle,
where after drinks, snacks and the tasting of
Scottish whisky, participants had the oppor-
tunity to try out some Scottish dancing.

On the penultimate evening Prof. Dr. lan
Newton paid respects to Jeff Watson, our
colleague and fellow Scottish raptor re-
searcher, who passed away some years ago
after a long disease. His widow thanked his
colleagues for their contributions towards
the second edition of his monograph on the
Golden Eagle, which he finished not long
before his death. It will be published next
year. This book is of great value and Japa-
nese colleagues have already organized
translation of this book into Japanese.

A moments silence was held in remem-
brance of Dr. Mike Madders and Prof. Dr.
Simon Thirgood who, by tragic coincidence
both passed away only a month before the
conference. Both of them studied harriers
and were actively involved in the prepara-
tion of the conference.

The evening continued with a slide-
show by Roy Dennis, the well-known Brit-
ish Osprey expert and patriot of wildlife of
Scotland. The slides were rather spectacu-

Buictynaenve Pysena MoseBa Ha KoHcpe-
peHumn. Poro E. llleprarvHa.

Reuven Yosef on the conference.
Photo by E. Shergalin.
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BEAMKA AASl OPHUTOAOTMYECKOTO cooblue-
CTBA, U, B YACTHOCTMU, SIMOHCKUE KOAAETU YoKe
OpraHn3oBaAu NEPEBOA NMEPBOro U3AAHUS Ha
SITOHCKUM S13bIK.

Taioke 3aA MOMSIHYA MMHYTOWM MOAYaHMsI
Mariika Maaaepca (Dr. Mike Madders) u
CarimoHna Tupryaa (Prof. Simon Thirgood), no
TParM4eckomy CTEYEHMIO OBCTOSITEALCTB MO-
MOWwMX MPUMEPHO B OAHO BpeMsl — 3a Me-
Cs1l AO KOHpepeHLMU. Y>KaCHO AOCAAHO, YTO
06a OrbITHLIX MOAEBMKA MOTMOAM IO TAYNOWA
M HeAeron caydarHoct. Mank Maaaepc,
V3BECTHLIN CMIELMAAUCT MO AYHSIM U aKTUBHDIN
YAEH OprkoMuTeTa KOH(PEPEHLIMM, YTOHYA
Ha KaHO3 BMECTE CO CBOMM LIECTUAETHMM Cbl-
HoM. CarimoH Tuprya (Prof. Simon Thirgood),
APYTOW U3BECTHLIN SKCMEPT MO AYHSIM, U3yyasi
PeAYarLIero v rnoyT1 BbiMepLlero 3¢omorcko-
ro BOAKA (€ro CTpacrh Co BpeMeH paboTbl HaA
AviccepTaumeit), normbé B Spuonum oT BHe-
3arHO OOPYLIMBIIErOCS] HA HETO 3AAHMSI.

Beuep MpOAOAXKMACS CAaliA-MPOrpamMmon
Posi AeHHMCa, W3BECTHOTO OpPUTAHCKOrO
«CKOMSITHMKA» U TOpsi4ero narpuoTta AMKOWM
npupoabl LloTAaHAMM C  BreyaTAsioOWMMMU
MECTHLIMM Mei3axkamm. AOOMBITHO, YTO
Poii, ropsumii 3aWIMTHMK M MeBel KPacoTbl
LWOTAAHACKOV TMPUPOALI, CAM MO HALUMOHAAL-
HOCTU WIOTAQHALIEM HE SIBASIETCSI.

KoHhepeHLms 3aKoHYMAACL BAHKETOM, Ha
KOTOPOM BBICTYTMA (POALKAOPHDI AHCAMOAD
U3 «AMKMX» AIOAEM, OAETLIX B IKYPbl AOUCTO-
PUYECKMX BPEMEH, C 6oALIIMMYM BapabaHamy.
OHM OY€EHb HarAsSIAHO NMPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAAK,
KaK BeceAMAmch abopureHbl LoTaaHAMM A0
MPUXOAA XPUCTUAHCTBA. Aayke MHOTMEe MecCT-
Hbl€ KOAAETM MPU3HAAUCL, YTO HUYEro Mno-
AOBGHOTO OHM PAHbLIE HUKOTAA HE BUAEAU.

B kayectBe HeaocTatka KOH(bepeHuumi
RRF, npoeoammbix B EBpasmm, MoxkHO yka-
3aTb AMCOAAAHC B YMCAE MPEACTABUTEAEN OT
CTPaH-y4acTHML. 3TO BO MHOTOM CBSI3aHO C
OTCYTCTBMEM (PMHAHCOBOV MOAAEPIKKM YHaCT-
HMKOB, KOTAQ KaKALI AEA€raT AOAKEH CaMo-
CTOSITEALHO AOOBLIBATL CPEACTBA HA MOE3AKY.

Ha 31Ol KOHhbepeHuMn Bcero npucyTCTBo-
BaAO 293 Aeaerata u3 33 cTpaH (€CcAM cumTarb,
YTO BEAMKOOPUTAHMSI COCTOMT U3 YETLIPEX
crpaH). Hanboree maccoBo ObiAM MpPEACTaB-
Aenbl CLIA v ctpaHbl 3anaaHov Esporbi: 71
ydactHuk m3 CLUA, 69 u3 lotaanamm, 33 u3
Ncnanuu, 23 n3 Adramm, 12 ns KaHaabl, no 9
n3 VipaaHamm v SinoHuu, 8 ns dpaxHumu, 7 ns
[epmanum, 6 u3 Hopeermm u no 5 wm3 lNop-
Tyraamm 1 LlBeunn. HuaepaaHabl, KoTopble
MMEIOT OYEHL CUMALHYIO pabodylo rpyrny,
ObIAV MPEACTABAEHBI TOALKO 3-Msl A€A€rata-
mn. K coskareHuio, DPUHASIHAMS, uMmerowast
BbIAQIOWIMECS] AOCTVMDKEHMSI B AGAE U3YYeHMsl

Esrenwmii INotanos u VMipuHa YrexuHa — poccuiickme
npeactasurean. doro E. llleprarvHa.

Eugene Potapov and Irina Utekhina — Russian
delegates. Photo by E. Shergalin.

lar, showing some impressive local land-
scapes.

The Conference was concluded by a ban-
quet, with entertainment from a folklore
group of “wild” people dressed in animal
skins from prehistoric times, they gave an
excellent and memorable performance.

It should be noted that a disadvantage of
all RRF conferences held in Eurasia, is the
striking imbalance in representation from
certain countries. This is, to a large extent
connected with the absence of financial
travel support for participants from coun-
tries with transitional economies, when
each participant should find travel funds in-
dependently.

239 delegates from 33 countries partici-
pated in this conference (bearing in mind
that the UK consists of 4 countries). The
USA and countries of Western Europe repre-
sented the majority: 71 participant from the
USA, 69 from Scotland, 33 from Spain, 23
from England, 12 from Canada, and 9 from
Ireland and Japan, 8 from France, 7 from
Germany, 6 from Norway and 5 from Por-
tugal and Sweden. The Netherlands, which
have a very strong group were represented
by 3 delegates. Unfortunately, Finland, who
has valuable achievements in research of
birds of prey and owls did not participate.

Only a few South-East Asian countries
sent delegates, this is also generally the
case with Middle-Asian countries, countries
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MHorue crpanbl fOro-BocrouHoi Asum He
MOCAAAM AEAETATOB, TAIOKE KaK U BCE CPEA-
HeasuaTckue CTpaHbl, CTpaHbl BoctouHom EB-
ponbl (Moabwa, Croakusi, Yexwusi, BeHrpus,
boarapusi, PymbiHMS) M cTpaHbl DAnkHero
Bocroka u lO>xkHon Amepuku. Bcio Adpuky
MPEACTaBASIAY ABA I0>KHOA(DPUKAHLIA M OAMH
UTaAbsIHELl, BPEMEHHO pabotatowmii B Ermn-
TE, OAVIH A€A€rar ObiA U3 MHaM.

Poccuio npeacraeasiam Eerenunii [lortanos
1 MpuHa YtexmnHa. EBreHuin npeacraBua co-
BMECTHbI AOKAAA OO U3y4YeHNM BEAOTIAEUETO
opaaHa (Haliaeetus pelagicus) B Maraaan-
CKOM 3arioBeAHVMKE 3a nocaeaHve 18 aer.

K koHue 1990-x — Hadare 2000-x roaos
ObIAM  TIPEATIPUHSITH  HEYAABLIMECS]  TMOTLIT-
KM PacrpocTpaHutb BAMsiHne RRF Ha crpaHbl
6biBero CCCP — OHM NMPOBAAMAUCDH M3-3a He-
JKEAAHUsI (POHAQ MPEAAOIKUTL TMOKYIO MHOTO-
CTyreH4YaTylo CMCTEMY YAEHCKMX B3HOCOB C
YYETOM PA3AMYHOIO CPEAHETO AOXOAA Ha AyLY
HaceAeHUs! B psiA€ CTpaH. Takum o6pasom, Arsi
GOABIMHCTBA OPHMTOAOTOB M3 CTPaH C repe-
XOAHOW 3KOHOMMKOM HaMbOAee MPECTUIKHDIN
M 4Yacto umtmpyembiii >kypHaa RRF «Journal
of Raptor Research» MHOrMe roabl ocTaBaAcs
HeaocsiraembiM. OAHAKO, C HEAABHEro Bpe-
MEHM BCE CTaTbi, OMyOAMKOBAHHLIE B 3TOM
JKypHaAe 3a BCIO €ro UCTOPMIO, UCKAIoYas 4
MOCA€AHMX TOAQ, AOCTYIHbLI B pdf-chopmare B
noAHom obnéme Ha caiite SORA (Searchable
Omnithological Research Archive)’®. Crarbm 3a
MOCA€AHME 4 roAa AOCTYTMHDLI B BUAE TE3MCOB B
BLIMyCKax Ha cavite BioOne’S.

Kpome TOro, KpyrmHble LIEHTPbl M aKTUB-
Hbl€ MOCTOSIHbIE TPYIMMbI MO U3YYEHMIO XMIL-
HbX niu ctpadH CHIT moryTt xoaaraiicresoBarh
O TMPEAOCTABAEHUM OECNAATHOM MOAWMBKM
M TMOAIMUCKM 3TOTO >KypHaaa nepea Ap. Py
Tunren  (ruth.tingay@natural-research.org),
€CAM OHM CMOTYT OOOCHOBATL HEOBXOAVMOCTD
M BXKHOCTDL €O UCTMOAL30BaHMs1 B X MOBCEA-
HeBHOW paboTe. HecMoTpsi Ha cepbésHble M3-
MEHEHMsI, CAEAABIIME XKyPHaA BoAee AOCTYI-
HbIM KaK AAsI YMTaTEAEN, Tak M AAsl aBTOPOB,
B HEM AO CMX MOP MPAKTUHYECKU OTCYTCTBYIOT
nyOAMKaLMM OPHUTOAOTOB M3 cTpaH Cesep-
HoM EBpasum — 4to nopasureAsHo u 6pocaert-
Cs1 B TA@3a Ha POHE MPEACTaBAEHHOCTU APY-
VX PErMOHOB. ABTOPBI AOAYKHDI OLITh TOTOBLI
K TOMY, YTO MX PaBOTLl MPEACTAHYT MOA «MUC-
MEeneAsitolmni OroHb» CTPOTMX PELIEH3EHTOB.
OAHako, 3TO TOrO CTOUT — CTporoe pechepu-
POBaHMeE >KypPHAAQ BITIOAHE KOMIEHCUPYETCs]
€ro BLICOKOM LUMTMpyeMocCTbio!?.

of East Europe (Poland, Slovakia, Czech Re-
public, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania) and
countries of the Middle East and Southern
America. The entire African continent was
represented by two South-African members
and an Italian who was temporarily working
in Egypt. We also had one delegate from
India. Russia was represented by Eugene
Potapov and Irina Utekhina. Eugene pre-
sented a joint report (together with Dr. Mike
McGrady) on the study of the Steller’s Sea
Eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus) in the Magadan
Nature Reserve for the last 18 years.

In general the conference was a big suc-
cess and we extend a very grateful thanks to
all members of the Organizing Committee!

By the end of the 1990’s — beginning of
the 2000’s, several unsuccessful attempts
were undertaken to spread RRF’s influence
to countries of the ex-USSR — they failed
due to the absence of a flexible system of
membership fee payment (taking into ac-
count the average level of income in differ-
ent countries). Thus, for the majority of or-
nithologists from countries with transitional
economies the most prestigious and fre-
quently cited journal of RRF “Journal of Rap-
tor Research” remained relatively unavail-
able. However, all articles published in this
journal from now on will be available in full
in pdf form, via the site of SORA (Search-
able Ornithological Research Archive)’. Ar-
ticles from the last 4 years are available as
abstracts in issues at the site BioOne’¢.

Besides this, large centers and active
groups from Northern Eurasian countries
who focus on the study of birds of prey
and owls, may also apply for free subscrip-
tion to this journal through Dr. Ruth Tingey
(ruth.tingay@natural-research.org), so long
as they are able to explain the necessity and
importance of its use in their everyday work.
In spite of serious changes which have made
this journal more accessible to readers and
authors, even now publications of ornithol-
ogists from Northern Eurasia are absent in it,
what is very striking on the background of
active participation of colleagues from other
neighboring countries like Japan, Mongolia,
China and Taiwan. Authors should be aware
that their manuscripts will be subjected to
criticism from analytical reviewers. How-
ever this is a necessary process in the world
of scientific academia. Critical reviews of the
journal are compensated by high citing of it
in the world scientific press'’.

!5 http://elibrary.unm.edu/sora/jrr/index.php#
6 http://www.bioone.org/loi/rapt
7 http://raptorresearchfoundation.org/Journal_of_raptor_research.htm



