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Obituary
ПОТЕРИ НАУКИ

Academician, Professor Osor Shagdarsuren (1929–2010)

АКАДЕМИК, ПРОФЕССОР ОСОР ШАГДАРСУРЕН (1929–2010)

Ìû c ãëóáîêîé ñêîðáüþ ñîîáùàåì, ÷òî àêàäåìèê, 
ïðîôåññîð Îñîð Øàãäàðñóðåí ñêîí÷àëñÿ âî âòîð-
íèê, 2 ôåâðàëÿ 2010 ã., â âîçðàñòå 81-ãî ãîäà. Îí 
áûë âåñüìà óâàæàåìûì áèîëîãîì, îðíèòîëîãîì, ïå-
äàãîãîì, è îòöîì òðîèõ äåòåé. Ìîíãîëüñêîå íàó÷íîå 
ñîîáùåñòâî ïîòåðÿëî âèäíîãî ó÷¸íîãî è ïåäàãîãà.

Ïðîôåññîð Î. Øàðãäàðñóðåí ðîäèëñÿ â 1929 ã., â 
ñåìüå ïàñòóõà â ïîñ. Ìàòàä, àéìàê Äîðíîä. Êàê è ìíî-
ãèå ìîíãîëû åãî ïîêîëåíèÿ, îí ïðîâ¸ë ñâî¸ äåòñòâî íà 
ñòåïíûõ ïðîñòîðàõ âîñòî÷íîé Ìîíãîëèè, ïàñÿ îâåö è 
êîç. Â 1948 ã. â Ìàòàäå îí çàêîí÷èë ñðåäíþþ øêî-
ëó, ïîñëå ÷åãî ïîñòóïèë íà õèìèêî-áèîëîãè÷åñêèé 
ôàêóëüòåò Íàöèîíàëüíîãî Óíèâåðñèòåòà Ìîíãîëèè. 
Â 1955 ã. îí çàêîí÷èë Óíèâåðñèòåò è âîçâðàòèëñÿ 
â ðîäíîé ïîñ¸ëîê êàê ïðåïîäàâàòåëü. Ïîçæå, ñëå-
äóÿ ñâîåé ìå÷òå, îí âîçâðàòèëñÿ â Óëàí-Áàòîð. Â òî 
âðåìÿ â Ìîíãîëèè òîëüêî íà÷èíàëèñü èññëåäîâàíèÿ 
ïðèðîäû è áèîëîãè÷åñêèõ ðåñóðñîâ, êîòîðûå ïðî-
õîäèëè ïðè ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâå ñ ðîññèéñêèìè ó÷¸íûìè. 
Òàëàíò Î. Øàãäàðñóðåíà áûë çàìå÷åí è îí ïîëó÷èë 
ðåêîìåíäàöèþ äëÿ äàëüíåéøåãî èçó÷åíèÿ áèîëîãè-
÷åñêèõ íàóê â Ìîñêâå, ãäå èçó÷àë ýêîëîãèþ õèùíûõ 
ïòèö â Öåíòðàëüíîé è Þæíîé Ìîíãîëèè äëÿ ñâîåé 
äîêòîðñêîé äèññåðòàöèè ïîä ðóêîâîäñòâîì èçâåñòíî-
ãî ïðîôåññîðà Ã.Ï. Äåìåíòüåâà â ÌÃÓ èì. Ëîìîíî-
ñîâà â 1961–1964 ãã. Ïîñëå óñïåøíîãî çàâåðøåíèÿ 
îáó÷åíèÿ â Ðîññèè îí âîçâðàòèëñÿ äîìîé êàê ïåðâûé 
îðíèòîëîã â ñâîåé ñòðàíå. Â òî âðåìÿ îí áûë êðàéíå 
íåîáõîäèì, ïîòîìó ÷òî â Ìîíãîëèè áûëî î÷åíü ìàëî 
îáðàçîâàííûõ ëþäåé â îáëàñòè åñòåñòâåííûõ íàóê. Çà-
êîí÷èâ îäèí èç ëó÷øèõ óíèâåðñèòåòîâ â ìèðå, îí ïðî-
äîëæàë ñâîþ ðàáîòó è ðàñøèðèë ñâîè èññëåäîâàíèÿ äî 
èçó÷åíèÿ ìëåêîïèòàþùèõ, æèâîòíîâîäñòâà, à òàêæå 
ýêîëîãèè è ýâîëþöèîííîé áèîëîãèè, â òî æå âðåìÿ, 
îí çàíèìàë íåñêîëüêî îòâåòñòâåííûõ ïîñòîâ â Óíè-
âåðñèòåòå è Àêàäåìèè Íàóê. Â òå÷åíèå ìíîãèõ ëåò îí 
èçó÷àë îõîòíè÷üè âèäû è ïàñòáèùíîå ñêîòîâîäñòâî â 
Ìîíãîëèè. Ïîçæå, â 1972 ã., îí çàùèòèë äèññåðòàöèþ 
è ïîëó÷èë ñòåïåíü äîêòîðà íàóê – ñíîâà â ÌÃÓ èì. Ëî-
ìîíîñîâà. 

Ïðîôåññîð Î. Øàãäàðñóðåí ïðèíèìàë àêòèâíîå 
ó÷àñòèå â ñîçäàíèè è ðàçâèòèè âåäóùèõ íàó÷íûõ 
èíñòèòóòîâ è óíèâåðñèòåòîâ â ñòðàíå. Îí çàíèìàë 
äîëæíîñòü äèðåêòîðà Èíñòèòóòà áèîëîãèè â Àêàäå-
ìèè íàóê Ìîíãîëèè â 1964–1982 ãã., â 1982–1983 ãã. 
ïðîäîëæàë ðàáîòàòü â Àêàäåìèè â äîëæíîñòè ó÷¸íîãî 
ñåêðåòàðÿ. Ïîçæå îí ðàáîòàë â äîëæíîñòè ïðåçèäåí-
òà Íàöèîíàëüíîãî óíèâåðñèòåòà Ìîíãîëèè â òå÷åíèå 

We are deeply saddened to announce that Academi-
cian, Professor Osor Shagdarsuren passed away on 
Tuesday, 2 February 2010, at the age of 81. He was 
highly respected biologist, ornithologist, educator, and 
father of three. The Mongolian scientific community has 
lost a prominent scientist and educator.

Professor O. Shargdarsuren was born in 1929 to a 
herder family in Matad Soum, Dornod Aimag. As with 
many Mongols of his generation, he spent his child-
hood time on the vast grassland steppes in eastern 
Mongolia herding sheep and goats. He graduated from 
the Matad Soum Middle School in 1948, and subse-
quently entered the Chemistry and Biological Depart-
ment of the National University of Mongolia. In 1955, 
he graduated from the University and returned to his 
home town as a teacher. Following his dreams he re-
turned to Ulaanbaatar. At that time, Mongolia was at 
early stages of exploring its wildlife and biological re-
sources with the cooperation of Russian scientists. Soon 
his talent shone. Professor O. Shagdarsuren garnered a 
recommendation to go to Moscow to study biological 
sciences where he studied the ecology of birds of prey 
in central and southern Mongolia for his PhD degree 
under the supervision of renowned Professor G.P. De-
mentiev at Lomonosov Moscow State University from 
1961–1964. After successfully completing his study 
in Russia, he returned home as the first ornithologist 
in his country. At that time, he was much-needed be-
cause Mongolia contained very few educated people 
in the natural sciences. Having graduated from one of 
the top universities in the world, he continued his work 
and expanded his research to mammals, animal hus-
bandry, and ecology and evolutionary biology, at same 
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øåñòè ëåò, äî 1989 ã. Äî ñâîèõ ïîñëåäíèõ äíåé îí 
îñòàâàëñÿ ïî÷¸òíûì ïðîôåññîðîì â Íàöèîíàëüíîì 
óíèâåðñèòåòå Ìîíãîëèè è ïðîäîëæàë ïðåïîäàâàòü íà 
êàôåäðå çîîëîãèè. 

Îí áûë èçáðàí ÷ëåíîì-êîððåñïîíäåíòîì Ìîí-
ãîëüñêîé Àêàäåìèè Íàóê â 1982 ã. è ñòàë Àêàäåìèêîì 
(ïîëíîïðàâíûì ÷ëåíîì) â 1991 ã., ïîëó÷èë çâàíèå 
ïðîôåññîðà â 1984 ã. Åãî ÷åñòâîâàëè åãî àêàäåìè-
÷åñêèå êîëëåãè â Íàöèîíàëüíîì Óíèâåðñèòåòå Ìîí-
ãîëèè è Ìîíãîëüñêîé Àêàäåìèè Íàóê çà åãî íåóñòàí-
íûé òðóä è äîñòèæåíèÿ â îáëàñòè ñîçäàíèÿ è ðàçâèòèÿ 
ýòèõ âàæíûõ íàó÷íûõ èíñòèòóòîâ. 

Ïðîôåññîð Î. Øàãäàðñóðåí áûë âåäóùèì èññëå-
äîâàòåëåì ñðåäè ìîíãîëüñêèõ ó÷¸íûõ, ðàáîòàþùèõ â 
Îáúåäèí¸ííîé ñîâåòñêî-ìîíãîëüñêîé áèîëîãè÷åñêîé 
ýêñïåäèöèè Ðîññèéñêîé Àêàäåìèè íàóê è Ìîíãîëüñêîé 
Àêàäåìèè íàóê, à òàêæå Îáúåäèíåííîé ìîíãîëüñêî-
íåìåöêîé áèîëîãè÷åñêîé ýêñïåäèöèè äî 1990 ã. Îí 
áûë ãëàâíûì ðåäàêòîðîì è àâòîðîì ìíîãèõ íàó÷íûõ 
ïóáëèêàöèé, âûøåäøèõ ïî ðåçóëüòàòàì ýòèõ äâóõ âàæ-
íåéøèõ ìåæäóíàðîäíûõ ýêñïåäèöèé. Êðîìå òîãî, îí 
ìíîãî ëåò âûïîëíÿë îáÿçàííîñòè ïðåäñåäàòåëÿ íàó÷íî-
ãî êîìèòåòà ïî ïðèñâîåíèþ íàó÷íûõ ñòåïåíåé â îáëà-
ñòè áèîëîãè÷åñêèõ íàóê (àíàëîã ÂÀÊ â Ðîññèè – ðåä.). 

Îí íàïèñàë áîëåå 200 ñòàòåé è ïóáëèêàöèè, âêëþ-
÷àÿ îêîëî 20 âàæíåéøèõ ìîíîãðàôèé, òàêèõ êàê 
«Ïåðíàòûå õèùíèêè Öåíòðàëüíîé è Þæíîé Ìîíãî-
ëèè è èõ ïðàêòè÷åñêîå çíà÷åíèå», «Ðåäêèå ìëåêîïè-
òàþùèå Ìîíãîëüñêîé Íàðîäíîé Ðåñïóáëèêè», «Âêëàä 
â èçó÷åíèå ìëåêîïèòàþùèõ â ãîðàõ Õàíãàé», «Ïðî-
áëåìû ñîõðàíåíèÿ è èñïîëüçîâàíèÿ ìëåêîïèòàþùèõ 
Ìîíãîëèè», «Îõîòíè÷üè âèäû æèâîòíûõ è èõ îõðàíà â 
Ìîíãîëèè», «Åñòåñòâåííûé îòáîð è êî÷åâîå ñêîòîâîä-
ñòâî», «Ïàñòáèùíîå ñêîòîâîäñòâî è ñâÿçàííûå ñ íèì 
ïðîáëåìû â òåîðåòè÷åñêîé áèîëîãèè» è «Ïàñòáèùíîå 
ñêîòîâîäñòâî â Ìîíãîëèè». Íåñêîëüêî âèäîâ, ðàíåå 
íåèçâåñòíûå íàóêå, áûëè íàçâàíû â åãî ÷åñòü. Îñíî-
âûâàÿñü íà ñîáñòâåííûõ ðåçóëüòàòàõ èññëåäîâàíèé è 
ñòðåìÿñü ïåðåíåñòè ñâîè çíàíèÿ è îïûò èç ôîðìàëüíûõ 
çàëîâ óíèâåðñèòåòà â ïðàêòèêó ðåàëüíîé æèçíè, îí â¸ë 
íåñêîëüêî ïðîåêòîâ ïî ïðèðîäîïîëüçîâàíèþ, êîòîðûå 
ïðåæäå íèêîãäà íå îñóùåñòâëÿëèñü â Ìîíãîëèè, òàêèå 
êàê èíòðîäóêöèÿ è àêêëèìàòèçàöèÿ îíäàòð â îêðåñòíî-
ñòÿõ îçåðà Õàð-Óñ è äçåðåíà â Çàïàäíîé Ìîíãîëèè.

O. Øàãäàðñóðåí áûë âäîõíîâåííûì ïðåïîäàâàòå-
ëåì è íàñòàâíèêîì ìíîãèõ ìîëîäûõ èññëåäîâàòåëåé è 

time he undertook several positions of responsibility at 
the University and the Academy of Sciences. For many 
years, he studied game animals and pastoral livestock 
husbandry in Mongolia. Later he earned his Doctor of 
Sciences degree, again from the Lomonosov Moscow 
State University in 1972. 

Professor O. Shargdarsuren was an active creator, 
developer, and supporter of the leading scientific and 
higher educational institutes in the country. He served 
as the Director of the Institute of Biology at the Mon-
golian Academy of Sciences from 1964–1982, and 
continued as the Science Secretary from 1982–1983. 
Afterward, he worked as President of the National Uni-
versity of Mongolia for six years until 1989. Until his 
final days he remained an honored professor at the Na-
tional University of Mongolia and continued teaching 
in the Department of Zoology. 

He was elected as a Corresponding Member of the 
Mongolian Academy of Sciences in 1982 and became 
an Academician (full member) in 1991, and also re-
ceived his Professor title in 1984. He was honored by 
his scholarly colleagues at the National University of 
Mongolia and the Mongolian Academy of Sciences for 
his lifetime efforts and accomplishments for developing 
and creating these important scientific institutes. 

Professor O. Shargdarsuren was the lead researcher of 
Mongolian scientists working in the Joint Soviet-Mon-
golian biological expedition of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences and Mongolian Academy of Sciences and also 
the Joint Mongolian-German Biological Expedition until 
1990. He was chief editor and lead author for many sci-
entific publications resulting from these two significant 
international expeditions. He also served as chairman 
of the Scientific Committee for Doctorate Degrees in 
Biological Sciences for many years. 

He wrote over 200 papers and publications including 
some 20 milestone monographs such as “Raptors of 
Central and Southern Mongolia and their practical im-
portance”, “Rare mammals of the Mongolian People’s 
Republic”, “Contributions to the study of mammals in 
the Khangai Mountains”, “Issues in the conservation 
and management of mammals of Mongolia”, “Game 
animals and their conservation in Mongolia”, “Natural 
selection and nomadic livestock husbandry”, “Pastoral 
livestock husbandry and related issues in theoretical 
biology”, and “Pastoral livestock husbandry in Mongo-
lia”. Several species discovered new to science bear his 
name. Furthermore, based on his own research results 
and eagerness to transfer his knowledge and experi-
ences from the formal halls of the university to practice 
in real life, he led several wildlife management projects 
that were never before practiced in Mongolia, such 
as the introduction and translocation of Musk Rats to 

Î. Øàãäàðñóðåí (ñëåâà), Ã.Ï. Äåìåíòüåâ (ñïðàâà) è ëàìà èç 
ìîíàñòûðÿ Ãàíäàí (â öåíòðå). Ôîòî èç àðõèâà Î. Øàãäàðñóðåíà.

O. Shargdarsuren (at the left), G.P. Dementiev (at the right) and 
Lama from Cloister Gandan. Photo from personal archive 
of O. Shargdarsuren
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Khar Us Lake and Mongolian Gazelle to the 
Khomiin Steppes in Western Mongolia.

O. Shagdarsuren was an inspirational 
teacher and mentor for many young re-
searchers, and a renowned professor of the 
National University of Mongolia. During his 
years of teaching in the largest university 
in Mongolia, he mentored countless excel-
lent students and supervised over 20 Ph.D. 
and Doctorate candidates, and offered ad-
vice and guidance to many more. He also 
authored many textbooks on biology and 
ecology subjects including “Zoology I”, Zo-
ology II”, “Pastoral livestock husbandry and 
its theoretical foundation”, and “Essentials 
of Ecology”, and published numerous arti-
cles and essays in mainstream newspapers, 
magazines, and journals. It is said that every 
biologist in Mongolia met with him and was 
taught by him. 

Professor O. Shagdarsuren was not only 
an educator and good scientist, he was an 
important political and social activist too. 
Several times he was appointed as a Rep-
resentative to the People’s Great Congress, 
elected as honorary Mongolian consul to 
the Biophysics Center of the Council for Mu-
tual Economic Assistance Organization (the 
largest international economic organization 
for cooperation during the Soviet era), Chair-
man of the Mongolian Union, and Director 
General of the Mongolia and India Friend-
ship Union. Finally, he was actively involved 
in various governmental committees on sci-
ence, technology and higher education.

The Government of Mongolia praised his 
many years of productive service for the 
country and decorated him with several 
high ranking medals and honors, such as 
the Mongolian State Honorable Teacher, 
Order of North Star, Honorary Credential 
of the Government of Mongolia, anniver-
sary medals of the People’s Revolution of 
Mongolia, and Best Employee titles from 
educational, science, agriculture, and envi-
ronmental sectors. 

Professor O. Shagdarsuren was very kind 
man and a true scholar, committed to and 
passionate about his work until the end of 
his life. His deep and broad knowledge, 
teaching skills, and friendship will be sorely 
missed by his family, relatives, colleagues, 
friends, and thousands of his students 
around the country. 

Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Science of Mongolia
National University of Mongolia
Mongolian Academy of Sciences 

ïðîñëàâëåííûì ïðîôåññîðîì Íàöèîíàëü-
íîãî óíèâåðñèòåòà Ìîíãîëèè. Çà âðåìÿ 
åãî ïðåïîäàâàíèÿ â êðóïíåéøåì óíèâåð-
ñèòåòå Ìîíãîëèè, îí ÿâëÿëñÿ ðóêîâîäè-
òåëåì áåñ÷èñëåííîãî êîëè÷åñòâà ïðåâîñ-
õîäíûõ ðàáîò ñòóäåíòîâ, à òàêæå áîëåå 
÷åì 20 äèññåðòàöèé, è ìíîãèì ïîìîãàë 
ñîâåòîì è ðóêîâîäñòâîì. Òàêæå îí ÿâëÿ-
åòñÿ àâòîðîì ìíîãèõ ó÷åáíèêîâ ïî áèî-
ëîãèè è ýêîëîãèè, âêëþ÷àÿ «Çîîëîãèÿ I», 
«Çîîëîãèÿ II», «Ïàñòáèùíîå ñêîòîâîäñòâî 
è åãî òåîðåòè÷åñêàÿ îñíîâà» è «Îñíîâû 
ýêîëîãèè», èçäàë áåñ÷èñëåííîå ìíîæå-
ñòâî ñòàòåé è ýññå â ïåðèîäè÷åñêîé ïå-
÷àòè – âåäóùèõ ãàçåòàõ è æóðíàëàõ. Ãîâî-
ðÿò, ÷òî êàæäûé áèîëîã â Ìîíãîëèè ìîã 
âñòðåòèòüñÿ è ïîñîâåòîâàòüñÿ ñ íèì. 

Ïðîôåññîð Î. Øàãäàðñóðåí áûë íå 
òîëüêî ïåäàãîãîì è çàìå÷àòåëüíûì ó÷¸-
íûì, îí áûë òàêæå âàæíûì ïîëèòè÷åñêèì 
è îáùåñòâåííûì àêòèâèñòîì. Íåñêîëü-
êî ðàç îí íàçíà÷àëñÿ ïðåäñòàâèòåëåì â 
Áîëüøîì íàðîäíîì êîíãðåññå, èçáèðàëñÿ 
ïî÷¸òíûì êîíñóëîì Ìîíãîëèè â öåíòðå 
áèîôèçèêè ïðè Ñîâåòå ýêîíîìè÷åñêîé 
âçàèìîïîìîùè (êðóïíåéøàÿ ìåæäóíà-
ðîäíàÿ ýêîíîìè÷åñêàÿ îðãàíèçàöèÿ ïî 
ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâó âî âðåìåíà Ñîâåòñêîãî 
Ñîþçà), Ïðåäñåäàòåëåì Ìîíãîëüñêîãî 
Ñîþçà è Ãåíåðàëüíûì äèðåêòîðîì Ñîþçà 
Äðóæáû Ìîíãîëèè è Èíäèè. Íàêîíåö, îí 
áûë àêòèâíî âîâëå÷¸í â ðàçëè÷íûå ïðàâè-
òåëüñòâåííûå êîìèòåòû ïî íàóêå, òåõíî-
ëîãèè è âûñøåìó îáðàçîâàíèþ.

Ïðàâèòåëüñòâî Ìîíãîëèè ïîîùðÿëî åãî 
çà ìíîãîëåòíþþ ïðîäóêòèâíóþ ñëóæáó íà 
áëàãî ñòðàíû è íàãðàäèëî åãî íåñêîëüêèìè 
âûñîêîïîñòàâëåííûìè ìåäàëÿìè è ïî÷¸ò-
íûìè çâàíèÿìè, òàêèìè êàê Ïî÷¸òíûé ó÷è-
òåëü Ìîíãîëèè, îðäåíîì Ïîëÿðíîé çâåçäû, 
Ïî÷¸òíûì Ìàíäàòîì Ïðàâèòåëüñòâà Ìîí-
ãîëèè, þáèëåéíûìè ìåäàëÿìè Íàðîäíîé 
Ðåâîëþöèè Ìîíãîëèè è òèòóëàìè Ëó÷øåãî 
Ñëóæàùåãî â îáëàñòè îáðàçîâàíèÿ, íàóêè, 
ñåëüñêîãî õîçÿéñòâà è ýêîëîãèè. 

Ïðîôåññîð Î. Øàãäàðñóðåí áûë î÷åíü 
äîáðûì ÷åëîâåêîì è èñòèííûì ó÷¸íûì, 
ïðåäàííûì è ñòðàñòíî âëþáëåííûì â ñâîþ 
ðàáîòó äî êîíöà ñâîåé æèçíè. Åãî ãëóáî-
êèõ è îáøèðíûõ çíàíèé, ïðåïîäàâàòåëü-
ñêèõ íàâûêîâ è äðóæáû áóäåò î÷åíü íå 
õâàòàòü åãî ñåìüå, ðîäñòâåííèêàì, êîëëå-
ãàì, äðóçüÿì, è òûñÿ÷àì åãî ñòóäåíòîâ ïî 
âñåé ñòðàíå.

Ìèíèñòåðñòâî ïðîñâåùåíèÿ, êóëüòóðû è 
íàóêè Ìîíãîëèè
Íàöèîíàëüíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò Ìîíãîëèè
Ìîíãîëüñêàÿ Àêàäåìèÿ Íàóê


