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How to Save the Saker Falcon from Extinction?

КАК СПАСТИ БАЛОБАНА ОТ ПОЛНОГО УНИЧТОЖЕНИЯ?

Belyalov O.V. (Bird Conservation Union of Kazakhstan, Almaty, Kazakhstan)

Белялов О.В. (Союз охраны птиц Казахстана, Алматы, Казахстан)

Êàòàñòðîôè÷åñêîå ñíèæåíèå ÷èñëåííî-
ñòè áàëîáàíà (Falco cherrug) â Êàçàõñòàíå 
íàñòîëüêî î÷åâèäíî, ÷òî ëþáûå ïîïûòêè 
ïðåäñòàâèòü ñèòóàöèþ â èíîì ñâåòå âû-
ãëÿäÿò ëèáî êàê íåäîðàçóìåíèå, ëèáî êàê 
ôàëüñèôèêàöèÿ. Êîíå÷íî, äëÿ òîãî ÷òîáû 
ïîíÿòü, íàñêîëüêî ñèëüíî èçìåíèëàñü ñè-
òóàöèÿ, íóæåí ìíîãîëåòíèé îïûò ðàáîòû 
â ìåñòàõ îáèòàíèÿ áàëîáàíà. Ïîçâîëþ âû-
ñêàçàòü ìíåíèå, îñíîâûâàÿñü íà ñâîèõ íà-
áëþäåíèÿõ ñ íà÷àëà 80-õ ãîäîâ ïðîøëîãî 
âåêà. Â ïîäõîäÿùèõ ìåñòàõ îáèòàíèÿ 20–30 
ëåò íàçàä çà äíåâíóþ ýêñêóðñèþ ìîæíî 
áûëî óâèäåòü íåñêîëüêî ïòèö, à ïðè öåëå-
íàïðàâëåííûõ ïîèñêàõ ìîæíî áûëî íàéòè 
è íåñêîëüêî ãí¸çä. Â îñåííå-çèìíèé ïåðè-
îä, êîãäà ê ìåñòíûì ïðèáàâëÿëèñü è çèìóþ-
ùèå ïòèöû ñåâåðíûõ ïîïóëÿöèé, â äîëèíàõ 
ñ âûñîêîé ÷èñëåííîñòüþ áîëüøîé ïåñ÷àíêè 
(Rhombomus opimus) âñòðå÷à ñ áàëîáàíîì 
áûëà îáû÷íûì äåëîì, è çà äíåâíóþ ýêñêóð-
ñèþ ó÷èòûâàëîñü äî äåñÿòêà ïòèö. Ñèòóà-
öèÿ ðåçêî èçìåíèëàñü ñ íà÷àëà 90-õ ãîäîâ, 
êîãäà â Êàçàõñòàíå ïîÿâèëèñü àðàáñêèå ñî-
êîëüíèêè. Íà÷àëîñü ìàññîâîå èçúÿòèå ïòèö 
èç ïðèðîäû. Èç ãí¸çä çàáèðàëèñü ÿéöà è 
ïòåíöû, îòëàâëèâàëèñü âçðîñëûå ïòèöû. Çà 
íåñêîëüêî ëåò ÷èñëåííîñòü áàëîáàíà ðåçêî 
ñîêðàòèëàñü è ïðîäîëæàåò ïàäàòü. Áàëî-
áàíû ïîëíîñòüþ èñ÷åçëè èç öåëûõ ãîðíûõ 
ìàññèâîâ, ãäå ðàíüøå îáèòàëî ïî íåñêîëü-
êî ïàð – ïðîøëè ìíîãèå ãîäû ñ òåõ ïîð, êàê 
èõ ãíåçäîâûå ó÷àñòêè îïóñòåëè, è íàäåæäû 
íà âîçâðàùåíèå ñþäà ïòèö ñòàíîâèòñÿ âñ¸ 
ìåíüøå. Â ïîñëåäíåå äåñÿòèëåòèå, ïðîåõàâ 
òûñÿ÷è êèëîìåòðîâ çà ñåçîí, íå âñåãäà óäà-
¸òñÿ îòìåòèòü è äåñÿòîê áàëîáàíîâ. Ðå÷ü 
èä¸ò î êàòàñòðîôè÷åñêîì ïàäåíèè ÷èñ-
ëåííîñòè è äàæå íå íà îäèí ïîðÿäîê. Ýòî 
áðîñàåòñÿ â ãëàçà è áåç ïðèìåíåíèÿ íîâûõ 
êîìïüþòåðíûõ òåõíîëîãèé.

Â ñâÿçè ñ ýòèì ïîðàæàåò ðåøåíèå ÌÑÎÏ 
î ïåðåíîñå áàëîáàíà â 2010 ã. èç ñïèñêà 
âèäîâ, íàõîäÿùèõñÿ ïîä óãðîçîé èñ÷åçíî-

A catastrophic decline of the number of 
the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) in Kaza-
khstan has now become so obvious that 
any attempts of representing the situation 
in a different light look like misunderstand-
ing or falsification. No doubt a long-term 
work experience in Saker Falcon habitats is 
necessary to understand the gravity of the 
changes. Let me share my opinion on the 
problem based on my observations since 
the beginning of the 1980-s. About 20–30 
years ago during a day’s excursion through 
the Saker Falcon habitats it was possible to 
see several birds, and in the case of a pur-
poseful search one could even find some 
nests. In the autumn-winter period, when 
together with local birds there were also the 
wintering birds of northern populations, it 
was quite normal to come across a Saker 
Falcon, especially in the valleys inhabited by 
a great number of the Great Gerbil (Rhom-
bomus opimus). So, one could record up 
to ten birds in a day’s expedition. Since 
the beginning of 1990-s the situation has 
changed dramatically, which is connected 
with the coming of Arabian falconers. They 
started mass withdrawal of the birds from 
their natural habitats, taking eggs and nest-
lings from their nests and trapping adult 
nesting birds, sometimes in their nests. 
During several years the population of the 
Saker Falcon has dramatically reduced and 
is still declining. Saker Falcons have abso-
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âåíèÿ (EN), â êàòåãîðèþ óÿçâèìûõ (VU), 
÷òî äîëæíî ñâèäåòåëüñòâîâàòü îá óëó÷øå-
íèè ñèòóàöèè è ðîñòå ÷èñëåííîñòè. Êàêèì 
îáðàçîì ïîëó÷åíà îöåíêà ÷èñëåííîñòè, 
êîòîðîé ïîëüçîâàëèñü ýêñïåðòû BirdLife 
International, ïîäãîòîâèâøèå ìàòåðèàëû 
äëÿ ñíèæåíèÿ ñòàòóñà áàëîáàíà, ñîâåð-
øåííî íå ÿñíî.

Åñëè ïðèíÿòü çà èñòèííóþ îöåíêó ÷èñëåí-
íîñòè áàëîáàíà â Êàçàõñòàíå íà ñåãîäíÿø-
íèé äåíü â 2–3 òûñ. ãíåçäÿùèõñÿ ïàð (IUCN 
2010), òî ïðèâåä¸ííîå â ýòîì æå îáçîðå êî-
ëè÷åñòâî íà 1990 ã. – 2–5 òûñ. ïàð – âûãëÿäèò 
ÿâíîé îøèáêîé. Ëþáîé îðíèòîëîã, ïðåäñòàâ-
ëÿþùèé ñèòóàöèþ â Êàçàõñòàíå, ïîäòâåðäèò 
– ÷èñëåííîñòü áàëîáàíà ðåçêî ñíèçèëàñü, è 
ðå÷ü ìîæåò èäòè òîëüêî î ðàçíûõ ïîäõîäàõ 
ê å¸ îöåíêå. Âîçìîæíî, îøèáêà çàêðàëàñü 
â îöåíêó äâàäöàòèëåòíåé äàâíîñòè, íî òîãäà 
íàäî ïðèçíàòü, ÷òî â Êàçàõñòàíå â òå ãîäû 
ãíåçäèëèñü äåñÿòêè òûñÿ÷ ïàð.

Ó ìåíÿ íåò ñîìíåíèÿ, ÷òî ÷èñëåííîñòü 
áàëîáàíà â Êàçàõñòàíå íå òîëüêî ñèëüíî 
ïîäîðâàíà, íî óæå ïîäîøëà ê êðèòè÷å-
ñêîé ÷åðòå. Ðåøåíèå, ïðèíÿòîå ÌÑÎÏ, â 
áëèæàéøåå âðåìÿ âûñâåòèò öåëü, è ñòàíåò 
ÿñíî, äëÿ ÷åãî ýòî áûëî ñäåëàíî. Âèäèìî, 
íîâûé ñòàòóñ áàëîáàíà äîëæåí äàòü âîç-
ìîæíîñòü ñîâåðøàòü êàêèå-òî ëåãàëüíûå 
äåéñòâèÿ, êîòîðûå áûëè íåäîñòóïíû äëÿ 
âèäà, íàõîäÿùåãîñÿ ïîä óãðîçîé óíè-
÷òîæåíèÿ. Îõðàíà ïðèðîäû ñòàëà íîâîé 
îòðàñëüþ ýêîíîìèêè, è ìíîãèå èññëåäî-
âàòåëè è ÷èíîâíèêè ïðèñïîñîáèëèñü íå-
ïëîõî ñóùåñòâîâàòü, èçó÷àÿ ïðîáëåìû, 
âîçíèêàþùèå â ýòîé îáëàñòè. Æèâîòíîå 
èñ÷åçàåò íà ãëàçàõ, à èññëåäîâàòåëü âåä¸ò 
ìîíèòîðèíã ýòîãî ïðîöåññà ïîä ïðèñìî-
òðîì ÷èíîâíèêà. Îò÷¸òû ïèøóòñÿ, ñîãëà-
ñóÿñü ñ êàêèìè-òî âàæíûìè èíòåðåñàìè. 
Êîãäà ïîíàäîáèòñÿ ñïàñàòü óæå âûìèðà-
þùèé âèä, ýòè æå ëþäè çàéìóòñÿ è ýòîé 

lutely disappeared from massifs which used 
to be home for several pairs. Many years 
have passed since their nesting sites have 
been abandoned, and there is still less hope 
for the return of the birds. In the last decade 
one can hardly record ten Saker Falcons, 
having covered thousands kilometers a sea-
son. One can register a catastrophic decline 
in their number by more than an order of 
magnitude. It stands out a mile even with-
out applying new computer technologies.

In this connection the decision of the IUCN 
of 2010 to change the category of Saker Fal-
cons from endangered (EN) to vulnerable 
(VU) is really shocking, as it should testify 
to the improvement of the situation and the 
growth of their number. The ways of getting 
information about the number of the birds, 
on which the Bird Life International experts’ 
results concerning the changing the Saker 
Falcon status are based, remain obscure.

If we consider the present number of 
the Saker Falcon of 2–3 thousand breeding 
pairs to be true, the 1990 number of 2–5 
thousand taken from the same report will 
be obviously wrong. Any ornithologist un-
derstanding the situation in Kazakhstan can 
confirm that the number of the Saker Falcon 
has dramatically reduced, and it is not just 
because of different approaches to its evalu-
ation. May be the report of the 1990 was 
erroneous, but in this case we have to ad-
mit, that tens of thousands were breeding in 
Kazakhstan that time.

I don’t doubt the fact that the number of 
Saker Falcons in Kazakhstan has not only 
been undermined, but has become critically 
low. The aims of the IUCN decision will soon 
become clear. Apparently, the new status 
of Saker Falcon is expected to provide new 
opportunities for some legal activities which 
had been unavailable with an endangered 
species. It seems, nature protection has be-
come a new branch of economy, and many 
researchers and officials have got used to 
profiting by exploring the problems in this 
sphere. The species is disappearing, and the 
researcher monitors the process under the 
official’s supervision. The reports are writ-
ten in accordance with the interests of some 
important people. When the rescue of the 
species that is dying out is required, the 
same people will tackle this problem, now 
that quite decent money is allocated for this 
purpose. I’m sure, a new branch in protect-
ing the Saker Falcon will soon appear, and 
steps for increasing its population will be 
made. Such attempts have already taken 
place in the recent years. The birds raised 
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ïðîáëåìîé – áëàãî ñðåäñòâà âûäåëÿþòñÿ, 
è íåìàëûå. Óâåðåí, ÷òî ñêîðî âîçíèêíåò 
íîâîå íàïðàâëåíèå â îõðàíå áàëîáàíà è 
áóäóò ïðèíÿòû ìåðû ïî èñêóññòâåííîìó 
óâåëè÷åíèþ åãî ïîïóëÿöèé. Òàêèå ïîïûò-
êè óæå íà÷àëè îñóùåñòâëÿòüñÿ â ïîñëåäíèå 
ãîäû. Â ïðèðîäó âûïóñêàëèñü êàê ïòèöû, 
âûðàùåííûå â ïèòîìíèêàõ (ýòî áûëè ñàì-
öû, íå ïðåäñòàâëÿþùèå äëÿ ñîêîëüíèêîâ 
áîëüøîãî èíòåðåñà), òàê è áîëüøèå ïàðòèè 
ñîêîëîâ, ñîäåðæàâøèõñÿ â íåâîëå è ó÷à-
ñòâîâàâøèõ â îõîòàõ. Â ïîñëåäíåì ñëó÷àå 
íå âñåãäà áûëî ÿñíî ïðîèñõîæäåíèå ñîêî-
ëîâ. Âîçìîæíî, ñðåäè íèõ áûëè ãèáðèäû è 
ïðåäñòàâèòåëè äðóãèõ êðóïíûõ âèäîâ. 

Â Êàçàõñòàíå óæå åñòü îäèí ïîó÷èòåëüíûé 
ïðèìåð ñ äðóãèì æèâîòíûì – ñàéãîé (Saiga 
tatarica). Êîãäà äâàäöàòü ëåò íàçàä íà÷àëîñü 
å¸ òîòàëüíîå óíè÷òîæåíèå èç-çà àæèîòàæ-
íîãî ñïðîñà íà ðîãà, èñïîëüçóåìûå â âîñ-
òî÷íîé ìåäèöèíå, è ïàäåíèå ÷èñëåííîñòè 
ïðîèñõîäèëî áóêâàëüíî íà ãëàçàõ, çîîëîãè 
ïðîäîëæàëè äàâàòü çàâûøåííóþ ÷èñëåí-
íîñòü ïîïóëÿöèè, è ýòî ïîçâîëÿëî ïðîäîë-
æàòü âåñòè îôèöèàëüíûé ïðîìûñåë. Ñàìîå 
ìíîãî÷èñëåííîå êîïûòíîå æèâîòíîå íå 
âûäåðæàëî òàêîãî ìàññèðîâàííîãî íàòè-
ñêà áðàêîíüåðîâ è îõîòíèêîâ ïðîìõîçîâ è 
èç ìèëëèîííîãî ïîãîëîâüÿ îñòàëîñü òîëüêî 
íåñêîëüêî äåñÿòêîâ òûñÿ÷. Òåïåðü âñ¸ òå 
æå ñïåöèàëèñòû çàíÿòû îõðàíîé è ó÷¸òîì 
îñòàâøèõñÿ â æèâûõ ñàéãàêîâ.

Ãîâîðÿ î ïðîáëåìå áàëîáàíà íåëüçÿ 
íå óïîìÿíóòü åù¸ îá îäíîé ïòèöå, òàê-
æå ïîïóëÿðíîé ó àðàáñêèõ ñîêîëüíèêîâ. 
Ðå÷ü èäåò î äæåêå (Chlamydotis undulatus 
macqueenii). ×èñëåííîñòü ýòîé äðîôû çà 
ïîñëåäíèå ãîäû òàêæå ðåçêî ñíèçèëàñü. 
×òîáû ïîäíÿòü å¸ ÷èñëåííîñòü â ïðèðî-
äå, áûë ïîñòðîåí ïèòîìíèê è èç ïðèðîäû 
èçúÿòû ñîòíè êëàäîê. Â Çàïàäíîé Áåòïàê-
Äàëå, ãäå áûëà ïðîâåäåíà ýòà àêöèÿ, äæåê 
ñòàë ðåäîê è òåïåðü óæå, âèäèìî, ïðè-
ä¸òñÿ âîññòàíàâëèâàòü åãî ÷èñëåííîñòü ñ 
ïîìîùüþ ðàçâåä¸ííûõ â ïèòîìíèêå ïòèö. 
Ïîñêîëüêó â Êàçàõñòàíå íå õâàòàåò ñïå-
öèàëèñòîâ äëÿ ó÷¸òà äæåêà è ñáîðà åãî 
ÿèö, ïðèâëåêàþòñÿ ñïåöèàëèñòû èç áëèæ-
íåãî è äàëüíåãî çàðóáåæüÿ è èõ óñèëèÿìè 
ïðî÷åñûâàþòñÿ îãðîìíûå ïóñòûííûå ïðî-
ñòðàíñòâà. Ðàáîòà âûïîëíÿåòñÿ íàñòîëüêî 
êâàëèôèöèðîâàííî, ÷òî ÷èñëåííîñòü çà-
íåñ¸ííîãî â Êðàñíóþ êíèãó Êàçàõñòàíà 
âèäà ñîêðàùàåòñÿ íà ãëàçàõ. ×òîáû íèêòî 
íå ìåøàë çàåçæèì îõîòíèêàì ïðåäàâàòüñÿ 
ñâîåé ñòðàñòè, ñîçäàíû ÷åòûðå ãîñóäàð-
ñòâåííûå çàïîâåäíûå òåððèòîðèè è ãîòî-
âèòñÿ ïÿòàÿ. Èìè îõâà÷åíà ïðàêòè÷åñêè 
âñÿ òåððèòîðèÿ, ïðèãîäíàÿ äëÿ îáèòàíèÿ 

in the breeding stations (mostly males, not 
popular with falconers) and large numbers 
of falcons kept in captivity and participat-
ing in hunting have been allowed to release 
into the wild. In the latter cases the origin of 
falcons was not always clear. Among them 
there could be hybrids and other large spe-
cies. Besides, as there was no veterinary ex-
amination of falcons before letting them go 
some new infection could spread in nature.

There is another quite instructive exam-
ple in Kazakhstan connected with one more 
animal – the Saiga Antelope (Saiga tatarica). 
Twenty years ago it has become almost to-
tally extinct because of the feverish demand 
for its horns, used in Oriental medicine, but 
zoologists continued overrating the number 
of its population, which made it possible to 
continue official hunting. The most popu-
lous ungulate couldn’t stand such a massive 
attack of poachers and industrial hunters, 
and soon only a couple of tens of thousands 
species was left out of a million’s livestock 
population. At present the same people are 
in charge of protection and recording the 
remaining living Saiga Antelopes. 

Speaking about Saker Falcons, I can’t but 
mention another bird, also quite popular 
with Arabian falconers. It’s the Houbara 
Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata macquee-
nii). The number of these bustards has also 
dramatically declined in the recent years. In 
order to record their population in nature, 
a breeding station was built, and hundreds 
of clutches were withdrawn from nature. In 
the Western Betpak-Dala desert where this 
action took place, the Houbara Bustard has 
become rare and its population will prob-
ably have to be restored with the help of 
birds bred in captivity. In Kazakhstan there 
is a lack of specialists of recording Houbara 
Bustards and collecting their eggs, that’s 
why specialists from other countries (the 
near and far abroad) are being involved. 
They help comb vast desert territories and 
look really competent in doing it, as the 
population of the Houbara Bustard, which is 
included in the Kazakhstan Red Data Book, 
is obviously fading. For the visiting hunters 
to feel free to satisfy their passion four state 
reserves have been organized and the fifth 
is being established. They have covered al-
most all the territory suitable for the habita-
tion of the Houbara Bustard; besides, in the 
autumn hunting period Arabian falconers 
are welcome there as well. 

To me, Iceland represents the most im-
pressive example of governmental action in 
favour of birds, not money. Iceland is inhab-
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äæåêà, è ñþäà â ïåðèîä îñåííèõ îõîò ïðè-
åçæàþò íà îõîòó àðàáñêèå ñîêîëüíèêè.

Äëÿ ìåíÿ ñàìûì âïå÷àòëÿþùèì ïðèìå-
ðîì ãîñóäàðñòâåííîãî ðåøåíèÿ â ïîëüçó 
ïòèö, à íå äåíåã, ÿâëÿåòñÿ ïðèìåð Èñëàí-
äèè. Òàì æèâóò ïîïóëÿðíûå ó ñîêîëüíè-
êîâ ñîêîëà-êðå÷åòû (Falco rusticolus). È â 
Ïàðëàìåíòå ñòîÿë âîïðîñ î âîçìîæíîñòè 
ïîïîëíèòü áþäæåò íå î÷åíü áîãàòîé ñòðà-
íû çà ñ÷¸ò ïðîäàæè ñîêîëîâ. È ïàðëàìåí-
òàðèè áûëè ãîòîâû ïîéòè íà ýòîò øàã. Íî 
íàø¸ëñÿ äîñòîéíûé ãðàæäàíèí ñâîåé ñòðà-
íû, êîòîðûé ïðåäëîæèë çàîäíî ïðîäàâàòü 
è þíûõ áëîíäèíîê, ïîïóëÿðíûõ â âîñ-
òî÷íûõ ãàðåìàõ. Ïàðëàìåíò åäèíîãëàñíî 
ïðîãîëîñîâàë ïðîòèâ ïðîäàæè ñîêîëîâ.

Çàäàâàÿ ñåáå âîïðîñ, êàê ìîæíî ñïàñòè 
áàëîáàíà îò ïîëíîãî óíè÷òîæåíèÿ, ÿ íàõî-
æó òîëüêî îäèí îòâåò – ïîëíîñòüþ çàïðå-
òèòü îõîòó íà äæåêà â Êàçàõñòàíå. Îõîòà ñ 
áàëîáàíîì íà äæåêà ïîïóëÿðíà íà Âîñòîêå 
ìíîãèå âåêà. Òðàäèöèîííî îíà ïðîõîäèëà 
â ìåñòàõ çèìîâêè îáîèõ âèäîâ, íà òåððè-
òîðèÿõ, ëåæàùèõ îò Êàçàõñòàíà íà ìíîãèå 
ñîòíè êèëîìåòðîâ þæíåå. Çà ñîòíè ëåò ýòà 
òðàäèöèÿ íå íàíåñëà íàøåé ïðèðîäå òàêî-
ãî îùóòèìîãî óðîíà, êàê çà ïîñëåäíèå äâà 
äåñÿòêà ëåò. Îòëàâëèâàÿ ñîêîëîâ è îõîòÿñü 
íà äæåêà íà òåððèòîðèè èõ ãíåçäîâàíèÿ, 
ñîêîëüíèêè íàíîñÿò íåïîïðàâèìûé óùåðá. 
È íèêàêèå äîâîäû, ÷òî îíè, êðîìå îõîòû, 
åù¸ è çàáîòÿòñÿ îá îõðàíå íàøåé ïðèðî-
äû, ìåíÿ íå óáåäÿò. Òðàäèöèè íåëüçÿ òåðÿòü 
– ýòî äóøà êàæäîãî íàðîäà. Ðàç â ýòèõ áî-
ãàòûõ íåôòüþ ñòðàíàõ åñòü òàêîé ìîùíûé 
ïîòåíöèàë, ÷òî îíè ìîãóò ïîçâîëèòü ñåáå 
äàëüíèå îõîòíè÷üè âîÿæè, òî íàäî èì ñîç-
äàâàòü ïèòîìíèêè ïî ðàçâîäåíèþ áàëîáà-
íîâ è äæåêîâ íà ñâîåé òåððèòîðèè, è îõî-
òèòüñÿ â ñâîèõ ïóñòûíÿõ. À íàøó ïðèðîäó 
íàäî îñòàâèòü â ïîêîå. Ïðè ñîâðåìåííîì 
ïîäõîäå ê îõðàíå ïðèðîäû â Êàçàõñòàíå, 
êîãäà îôèöèàëüíî ðàçðåøàåòñÿ îõîòà íà 
êðàñíîêíèæíûå âèäû, îðãàíèçîâàòü êîí-
òðîëü çà èçúÿòèåì ÿèö è ïòåíöîâ êàçàõ-
ñòàíñêèõ ïîïóëÿöèé áàëîáàíà è äæåêà äëÿ 
íóæä ìåñòíûõ ïèòîìíèêîâ íåâîçìîæíî. 
Ïîñêîëüêó êîððóïöèÿ ñðåäè êàçàõñòàíñêèõ 
÷èíîâíèêîâ äîñòèãëà îãðîìíîãî ðàçìåðà è 
áîðüáà ñ íåé îáúÿâëåíà ïåðâîî÷åðåäíîé 
ãîñóäàðñòâåííîé çàäà÷åé, íàäåæäû íà ïî-
ëîæèòåëüíûé èñõîä â ðåøåíèè âîïðîñîâ â 
ïîëüçó èñ÷åçàþùèõ ïòèö ïîêà íåò.

Ñåé÷àñ ðåøèòü ïðîáëåìó ñïàñåíèÿ áà-
ëîáàíà ìîæíî òîëüêî íà ìåæäóíàðîäíîì 
óðîâíå, ïîýòîìó ðåøåíèå î ïðèäàíèè èñ-
÷åçàþùåìó âèäó ñòàòóñà óÿçâèìîãî ïðåä-
ñòàâëÿåòñÿ íåñâîåâðåìåííîé è î÷åíü 
îïàñíîé îøèáêîé.

ited by Gyrfalcons (Falco rusticolus), and its 
Parliament once considered an opportunity 
of replenishing the budget of this not very 
rich country by exporting the Falcons. The 
MPs were almost ready to make this step 
but for one worthy citizen who suggested 
also selling young blondes to Oriental har-
ems. This persuaded the Parliament to vote 
down the Falcon project. 

Asking myself how to save Saker Falcon 
from complete destruction, I see only one 
way out – to prohibit hunting Houbara Bus-
tard in Kazakhstan completely. Hunting 
Houbara Bustards using Saker Falcons has 
been popular in the East for centuries. Tra-
ditionally it took place far from Kazakhstan, 
in Pakistan and in the Middle East – tradi-
tional wintering places of both the species.  
For hundreds of years this tradition hasn’t 
caused so much damage to our nature than 
it did during the last two decades. Capturing 
the falcons and hunting Houbara Bustards in 
their nesting sites, the falconers do irrepa-
rable harm to nature. And I won’t accept 
any reasoning about their taking care of our 
environment simultaneously with hunting. 
Traditions can’t be lost as they are the heart 
and soul of every nation. But the oil coun-
tries rich enough to travel so far for hunting 
could organize their own breeding centers 
and breed their own Falcons and Houbara 
Bustards, and hunt in their own deserts. 
The breeding centers situated on the birds’ 
nesting sites are constantly tempted to take 
clutches and nestlings from nature. This 
process is hard to control. I think our nature 
should be left alone. When there are no for-
eign hunters, there won’t be any demand 
for our birds. The nests won’t be destroyed, 
the birds will return to their former nesting 
sites, and everything will be back to normal. 
There is little hope for governmental action 
in favour of the endangered birds, not fal-
coners, in Kazakhstan, as the country is so 
badly corrupt that it has become a state 
problem to cope with it. The birds have no 
money to pay for themselves. 

The problem of saving the Saker Falcon 
can only now be solved on the international 
level. That is why the changing of its status 
from endangered to vulnerable seems to be 
untimely and is a very dangerous mistake 
fraught with serious consequences.

Collages by Dmitry Denisov and Albert 
Muratov.

Àâòîðû êîëëàæåé Äìèòðèé Äåíèñîâ è 
Àëüáåðò Ìóðàòîâ.


