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Katactpochmyeckoe CHUM)KEHME YMCAEHHO-
cm 6arobaHa (Falco cherrug) B KasaxcraHe
HACTOABLKO OYEBMAHO, YTO AlOOLIE MOMLITKM
MPEACTaBUTL CUTYALMIO B MHOM CBETE Bbl-
TAIASIT AMOO KaKk HeAOpasymeHue, AMOO Kak
harscudpmraumsi. KOHEYHO, AASI TOTO YTOODI
TMOHSITb, HACKOALKO CUMALHO M3MEHMAACh CU-
Tyaumsi, Hy>KEH MHOTOAETHUM OMBIT PabOTDLI
B MecTax obutaHusi 6arobaHa. [o3BOAIO BbI-
CKazaTb MHEHME, OCHOBLIBAsICb Ha CBOMX Ha-
B6AI0AEHMSIX € Hadaaa 80-X FrOAOB MPOIIAOTO
BeKa. B moaxoasiumx mecrax oburatmst 20-30
A€T Ha3aA 3a AHEBHYIO 3KCKYPCMIO MOKHO
ObIAO YBUAETL HECKOABLKO MTUL, & MPU LIEAE-
HarpPaBAEHHDLIX MOMCKAX MOXKHO OLIAO HaNTU
M HECKOALKO FHE3A. B oceHHe-3umHuiIn nepu-
OA, KOTAA K MECTHBIM MPUOABASIAVICH M 3UMYIO-
Me MTULbI CEBEPHDLIX MOMYASILMIA, B AOAMHAX
C BLICOKOW YMCAEHHOCTLIO BOALLION MEeCYAHKM
(Rhombomus opimus) Bctpeda ¢ 6arobaHoM
ObIAa OOLIYHBIM AEAOM, U 38 AHEBHYIO SKCKYP-
CMIO YUYMTLIBAAOCL AO AecsiTka ntuu. Cutya-
LIMsl Pe3KO M3MEHMAACh C Hadara 90-X roaos,
Koraa B Kazaxcrave nosisuanch apabekme co-
KOABHMKM. Hauaroch maccoBoe usbsitve ntuu
M3 npupoAbl. M3 rHé3A 3abupairnch siiua u
MTEHLbI, OTAQBAMBaAUCH B3POCALIE MTULILI. 3a
HECKOALKO AET YMCAEHHOCTL BarobaHa pes3ko
COKpaTMAACh M MPOAOAKAET naaarh. bano-
GaHbl MOAHOCTLIO MCYE3SAUM U3 LIEABIX FOPHDIX
MACCMBOB, TA€ PaHbIIE OOUTAAO MO HECKOAL-
KO Map — MPOLAM MHOTUE TOAbI C TEX MOp, Kak
VX FHE3AOBbIE YYACTKM OMYCTEAU, Y HAASIKADI
Ha BO3Bpall€HMe CloAa MTULL CTAaHOBUTCST BCE
meHblie. B nocreaHee aecsTuaeTne, Npoexas
TLICSIYM KMAOMETPOB 3a CE30H, HE BCErAQ yAa-
&TCS1 OTMETUTbL M AECSITOK HarobaHoB. Peun
MAET O KATacTPOhUHYECKOM TMAAEHUM YMC-
AEHHOCTU U A2DKE HE Ha OAMH MOPSIAOK. DTO
6pocaetcs B raasa 1 6e3 NpuMeHeHMs! HOBLIX
KOMIbIOTEPHDLIX TEXHOAOTUM.

B cBs13u ¢ atmm nopaxkaet pewexHne MCOI1
o nepeHoce H6arobaHa B 2010 r. U3 cnmncka
BMAOB, HaXOASIIMXCSI TTOA YTPO30i UCYE3HO-

A catastrophic decline of the number of
the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) in Kaza-
khstan has now become so obvious that
any attempts of representing the situation
in a different light look like misunderstand-
ing or falsification. No doubt a long-term
work experience in Saker Falcon habitats is
necessary to understand the gravity of the
changes. Let me share my opinion on the
problem based on my observations since
the beginning of the 1980-s. About 20-30
years ago during a day’s excursion through
the Saker Falcon habitats it was possible to
see several birds, and in the case of a pur-
poseful search one could even find some
nests. In the autumn-winter period, when
together with local birds there were also the
wintering birds of northern populations, it
was quite normal to come across a Saker
Falcon, especially in the valleys inhabited by
a great number of the Great Gerbil (Rhom-
bomus opimus). So, one could record up
to ten birds in a day’s expedition. Since
the beginning of 1990-s the situation has
changed dramatically, which is connected
with the coming of Arabian falconers. They
started mass withdrawal of the birds from
their natural habitats, taking eggs and nest-
lings from their nests and trapping adult
nesting birds, sometimes in their nests.
During several years the population of the
Saker Falcon has dramatically reduced and
is still declining. Saker Falcons have abso-
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BeHusi (EN), B kateropuio ysizsumbix (VU),
YTO AOAKHO CBMAETEALCTBOBATL OO YAyYlIe-
HUM CUTyaLMM U POCTE YUCAEHHOCTU. Kakum
00pa3oM MMOAyHYEHA OLIEHKA YMCAEHHOCTH,
KOTOPOM TMOAL30BAaAUCL 3KcrepTbl BirdLife
International, noaroTtoBMBlIME MaTepUaALI
Al CHWKEHMs1 cTatyca barobaHa, cosep-

LIEHHO HeE sICHO.

EcAM NpUHSITL 38 UCTMHHYIO OLIEHKY YMCAEH-
HocTn GarobBaHa B KasaxcraHe Ha CEroAHsiw-
HUI AeHb B 2—3 TbiC. rHe3asumxcst nap (IUCN
2010), To NprBEAEHHOE B 3TOM ke 0030pe KO-
AmdecTBO Ha 1990 r. — 2-5 TbiC. nap — BLIFASIAUT
SIBHOM OMOKO. AIoGOV OPHUTOAOT, MPEACTAB-
AstiomMi cutyaumio B KasaxcraHe, noATBEpAUT
— YMCAEHHOCTb 6arobaHa PE3KO CHU3MAACH, M
P€Yb MOXKET MATU TOALKO O Pa3HbIX MOAXOAAX
K €€ oueHke. Bo3amMoykHO, oumbKa 3akparach
B OLIEHKY ABAALIATUAETHEN AABHOCTU, HO TOrAa
HaAO Mpu3HaTb, YTOo B KasaxcraHe B Te roAbl

THE3AUAUCDL ACCATKM TLICAY nap.

Y MeHsl HET COMHEHMsl, YTO YMCAEHHOCTb
6arobaHa B KasaxcraHe He TOALKO CHMALHO
MOAOPBAHA, HO Y’Ke€ MOAOWIAA K KpUTU4e-
ckori yepte. Pewenue, npunsatoe MCOIT, B
6AMKaliLIEE BPEMSI BLICBETUT LIEAL, M CTAHET
SICHO, AAsl Yero 3TO OLIAO caeAaHo. Buanmo,
HOBbLIM cTatyc GarobaHa AOAKEH AATh BO3-
MO>KHOCTL COBepllaTh KaKuMe-TO AeraAbHble
AENCTBMSI, KOTOPbIE OLIAM HEAOCTYTHbBI AASI
BMAQ, HAXOASIILErocsi MOA Yrpo30i YHU-
ytoykeHus. OXxpaHa MpUpPOALI CTara HOBOM
OTPACABLIO SKOHOMMKM, M MHOTME UCCAEAO-
BATEAM M YMHOBHMKM MPUCTIOCOOUAMCH He-
MAOXO CyWeCTBOBATb, M3y4yasi MPOOAEMDI,
BO3HMKatowMe B 3To obaact. YKusoTHoe
McyesaeT Ha raasax, a UCCAEAOBATEAL BEAST
MOHMTOPUHI 3TOrO MpoLecca MOA MPUCMO-
TPOM YMHOBHMKA. OTYETLI MUILYTCSI, COTAa-
CYsICb C KAKMMMU-TO Ba)KHLIMM MHTEpecamu.
Koraa noHaaobutcst crnacatb y)ke BbIMMpPa-
IOWNIA BUA, 3TU XK€ AIOAM 3alMyTCsl U STOM

lutely disappeared from massifs which used
to be home for several pairs. Many years
have passed since their nesting sites have
been abandoned, and there is still less hope
for the return of the birds. In the last decade
one can hardly record ten Saker Falcons,
having covered thousands kilometers a sea-
son. One can register a catastrophic decline
in their number by more than an order of
magnitude. It stands out a mile even with-
out applying new computer technologies.

In this connection the decision of the [UCN
of 2010 to change the category of Saker Fal-
cons from endangered (EN) to vulnerable
(VU) is really shocking, as it should testify
to the improvement of the situation and the
growth of their number. The ways of getting
information about the number of the birds,
on which the Bird Life International experts’
results concerning the changing the Saker
Falcon status are based, remain obscure.

If we consider the present number of
the Saker Falcon of 2-3 thousand breeding
pairs to be true, the 1990 number of 2-5
thousand taken from the same report will
be obviously wrong. Any ornithologist un-
derstanding the situation in Kazakhstan can
confirm that the number of the Saker Falcon
has dramatically reduced, and it is not just
because of different approaches to its evalu-
ation. May be the report of the 1990 was
erroneous, but in this case we have to ad-
mit, that tens of thousands were breeding in
Kazakhstan that time.

I don’t doubt the fact that the number of
Saker Falcons in Kazakhstan has not only
been undermined, but has become critically
low. The aims of the IUCN decision will soon
become clear. Apparently, the new status
of Saker Falcon is expected to provide new
opportunities for some legal activities which
had been unavailable with an endangered
species. It seems, nature protection has be-
come a new branch of economy, and many
researchers and officials have got used to
profiting by exploring the problems in this
sphere. The species is disappearing, and the
researcher monitors the process under the
official’s supervision. The reports are writ-
ten in accordance with the interests of some
important people. When the rescue of the
species that is dying out is required, the
same people will tackle this problem, now
that quite decent money is allocated for this
purpose. I'm sure, a new branch in protect-
ing the Saker Falcon will soon appear, and
steps for increasing its population will be
made. Such attempts have already taken
place in the recent years. The birds raised
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NpobAeMOil — BAAr0 CPEACTBA BBLIAGASIIOTCS],
U HeMaAble. YBEpPEH, YTO CKOPO BO3HUKHET
HOBOE HaripaBA€HWe B OxpaHe BarobaHa u
OYAYT MPUHSITLI MEPbI MO MCKYCCTBEHHOMY
YBEAVMEHUIO €ro MOMYAsIUMA. Takue nonbiT-
KM Y>K€ Ha4aAu OCYLIECTBASITLCSI B MOCA€AHME
roabl. B npupoay BbiMmyckaAnChb Kak MTULb,
BLIPALLEHHDbIE B MUTOMHUKAX (3TO OblAM cam-
Lbl, HE TPEACTaBASIIOLIME AASI COKOALHMKOB
GOALILOro MHTEPECA), Tak M BOAbIIME NAPTMK
COKOAOB, COAEPIKABIUMXCSI B HEBOAE U y4a-
CTBOBABLIMX B OXOTax. B mocaeaHem cayyae
He Bceraa ObIAO SICHO MPOUCXOXKAEHME COKO-
AOB. BO3MO>KHO, Cpean HUX BbIAM TMOPUALI 1
MPEACTAaBUTEAU APYTUX KPYMHbIX BUAOB.

B KasaxcraHe y>ke ecTb OAVH MOYUUTEABbHDBIN
NMpUMEpP C APYTMM >KMBOTHLIM — carom (Saiga
tatarica). Koraa ABaauatb A€T Ha3aA Ha4aAOCh
eé TOTaAbHOE YHUUTO)KEHUE U3-3a aKMOTaK-
HOTO CIpoca Ha pora, UCTMOAb3yeMble B BOC-
TOYHOM MEAULIMHE, U MAaA€HME YUMCAEHHOCTU
MPOUCXOAMAO BYKBAALHO HA Aa3ax, 300A0MM
MPOAOAKAAM AABaTh 3aBLILEHHYIO YMCAEH-
HOCTb MOMYASILIMU, U 3TO MO3BOASIAO MPOAOA-
>KaTb BECTU OhuLIMaALHbLIM Npombices. Camoe
MHOTOYMCAEHHOE KOIBITHOE >KMBOTHOE He
BBLIAEPYKAAO TaKOTO MACCUMPOBAHHOTO HaTu-
cKka BPaKOHLEPOB M OXOTHMKOB MPOMXO30B U
M3 MUAAMIOHHOTO MOTOAOBbSI OCTAAOCh TOALKO
HECKOALKO AECSITKOB ThiCsH. Ternepb BCé Te
YK€ CreLMAaAVCTbl 3aHSITLI OXPAHOM U YYETOM
OCTaBLIMXCS1 B )KMBbIX CAraKkoB.

loBopsi 0 npobreme 6GarobaHa HeEAbL3s!
He yroMsiHyThL ewé o6 OAHOWM MTULE, TaK-
K€ TOMYASIPHOM Y apabCKMX COKOALHMKOB.
Peub naer o akeke (Chlamydotis undulatus
macqueenii). YMcAeHHOCTL 3ToM Apodhbl 3a
MOCAEAHME TOAbI TAIOKE PE3KO CHU3MAACD.
YTo6bl MOAHSTL €€ YMCAEHHOCTL B MPUPO-
A€, ObIA MOCTPOEH MUTOMHMK M M3 MPUPOADI
U3BSITHI COTHU KAaaoK. B 3anaaHor betnak-
Aane, rae ObiAa MPOBEAEHA 3TA AKLMSI, AXKEK
CTaA PEAOK U Temnepb y)Ke, BUAMMO, Mpu-
AETCS1 BOCCTAHABAMBATL €r0 YMCAEHHOCTL C
MOMOLIBLIO Pa3BEAEHHBIX B MUTOMHMKE MTHULL.
[MockoAabky B KasaxcraHe He XBartaeT crie-
LIMAAUCTOB AAsl y4éTa Akeka u cbopa ero
SIALL, MPUBAEKAIOTCSI CMELIMAAUCTBI U3 OAMK-
HETO M AAABLHETO 3apyOeXknbsi M MX YCUAUSIMU
MPOYECLIBAIOTCSI OFPOMHbIE MYCTbIHHBIE MPO-
cTpaHcTBa. PaboTa BLINOAHSIETCS HACTOALKO
KBaAMPULIMPOBAHHO, YTO YMCAEHHOCTb 3a-
HecéHHoro B KpacHylo kHury KasaxcraHa
BMAQ COKPALWIAETCsl HA rAasax. YTobul HUKTO
He MEllaA 3ae3)KMM OXOTHUKaM MPeAaBaTLbCsl
CBOEM CTPacTM, CO3AAHbI YETbipe roCyAap-
CTBEHHbIE 3arOBEAHbIE TEPPUTOPUMN U TOTO-
BUTCs Msitas. MMM oxBayeHa MnpakTMyecku
BCSl TEPPUTOPMSI, MPUrOAHAsI AAsI OOUTaHMSI

in the breeding stations (mostly males, not
popular with falconers) and large numbers
of falcons kept in captivity and participat-
ing in hunting have been allowed to release
into the wild. In the latter cases the origin of
falcons was not always clear. Among them
there could be hybrids and other large spe-
cies. Besides, as there was no veterinary ex-
amination of falcons before letting them go
some new infection could spread in nature.

There is another quite instructive exam-
ple in Kazakhstan connected with one more
animal — the Saiga Antelope (Saiga tatarica).
Twenty years ago it has become almost to-
tally extinct because of the feverish demand
for its horns, used in Oriental medicine, but
zoologists continued overrating the number
of its population, which made it possible to
continue official hunting. The most popu-
lous ungulate couldn’t stand such a massive
attack of poachers and industrial hunters,
and soon only a couple of tens of thousands
species was left out of a million’s livestock
population. At present the same people are
in charge of protection and recording the
remaining living Saiga Antelopes.

Speaking about Saker Falcons, | can’t but
mention another bird, also quite popular
with Arabian falconers. It’s the Houbara
Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata macquee-
nii). The number of these bustards has also
dramatically declined in the recent years. In
order to record their population in nature,
a breeding station was built, and hundreds
of clutches were withdrawn from nature. In
the Western Betpak-Dala desert where this
action took place, the Houbara Bustard has
become rare and its population will prob-
ably have to be restored with the help of
birds bred in captivity. In Kazakhstan there
is a lack of specialists of recording Houbara
Bustards and collecting their eggs, that’s
why specialists from other countries (the
near and far abroad) are being involved.
They help comb vast desert territories and
look really competent in doing it, as the
population of the Houbara Bustard, which is
included in the Kazakhstan Red Data Book,
is obviously fading. For the visiting hunters
to feel free to satisfy their passion four state
reserves have been organized and the fifth
is being established. They have covered al-
most all the territory suitable for the habita-
tion of the Houbara Bustard; besides, in the
autumn hunting period Arabian falconers
are welcome there as well.

To me, Iceland represents the most im-
pressive example of governmental action in
favour of birds, not money. Iceland is inhab-
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AKEKA, U CIOAQ B MEPUOA OCEHHUX OXOT MPU-
€3)KAOT Ha OXOTY apabCKMe COKOALHUKM.

AAsl MEHSI caMbiM BreYaTASIIoOWMM TNPUMe-
POM TrOCYAQPCTBEHHOIO PELIEHMsI B MOAb3Y
MTUL, a He AeHer, siBasieTcsl npumep McaaH-
AMn. Tam >KMBYT MOMYASIPHbIE Y COKOAbHU-
KOB cOKoAa-KpeyeTtbl (Falco rusticolus). N1 B
[lapArameHTe CTOSIA BOMPOC O BO3MOXXHOCTU
MOMOAHUTL BIOAKET HE O4YeHDL BoraToli crpa-
Hbl 32 CHET MPOAKM COKOAOB. M mapaameH-
Tapuy BbIAM TOTOBLI MOMTU Ha 3TOT war. Ho
HawWEACs] AOCTOVHDIN MPYKAAHUH CBOEN CTpa-
Hbl, KOTOPbLIV MPEAAOYKMA 32a0AHO MPOAABATDL
M IOHBIX OAOHAMHOK, MOMYASIPHLIX B BOC-
TOYHLIX rapemax. [lapaameHT eAMHOrAacHo
MPOroAOCOBAA MPOTUB MPOAAKM COKOAOB.

3aaaBasi cebe BOMPOC, KAk MOXKHO Criactu
6aroBaHa OT MOAHOTO YHUUTOXKEHMS], 51 HAXO-
JKY TOALKO OAMH OTBET — MOAHOCTLIO 3arpe-
TUTL OXOTY Ha Akeka B KasaxcraHe. Oxota ¢
6aroBaHOM Ha AKEKa MOMyAsipHa Ha Bocroke
MHOrVe BeKa. TpaAMLIMOHHO OHa MPOXOAMAA
B MECTax 3MMOBKM OBOMX BMAOB, HA TEPPU-
TopUsIX, AexXKawmx oT KasaxcraHa Ha MHorve
COTHU KMAOMETPOB IO)KHEE. 3a COTHU AET 3Ta
TPAAMLIMSI HE HaHeCAA Hallel MPUPOAE TaKo-
ro OLYTMMOTrO YPOHA, KaK 3a MOCA€AHME ABA
AecsiTka AeT. OTAaBAMBAasI COKOAOB M OXOTSICh
Ha AKEKa Ha TEPPUTOPUM UX THE3AOBaHMs,
COKOALHMKM HAHOCSIT HEMOMPABMMbIN yepo.
M HMKakue AOBOALI, YTO OHW, KPOME OXOThl,
ewé n 3a60TIaTCsl 06 OXpaHe Hawen NpUpo-
Abl, MeHs1 He yOeasiT. TpaauLmMm HeAb3st TePSITh
— 3TO Ayl KOKAOTO Hapoaa. Pas B 3mnx 60-
rartbix HeTblO CTPaHaX €CTb TaKOW MOLLUHLIN
MOTEHLMAA, YTO OHM MOTYT MMO3BOAMTL cebe
AAAbLHME OXOTHUYbLU BOSDKM, TO HAAO MM CO3-
AABaTh MUTOMHMKM MO Pa3sBoAeHMIO Garoba-
HOB U AKEKOB Ha CBOEW TEPPUTOPUN, U OXO-
TUTLCSI B CBOMX MYCTBLIHSIX. A Hawy MPUPOAY
HaaO ocTaBuTh B nokoe. [Npu coBpemeHHOM
MOAXOA€ K OXpaHe npupoabl B KasaxcraHe,
KOrAA OhULIMAALHO paspellaeTcsl oxXoTa Ha
KPACHOKHVM>KHBIE BMALI, OPraHuM3oBaThb KOH-
TPOAL 3a M3DLATMEM SIMLL M MTEHLOB Kasax-
CTAHCKMX MOMyAsILMi GaroBaHa M ASKEKA AAsI
HY>KA MECTHbIX MUTOMHMKOB HEBO3MOXKHO.
[ToCKOALKY KOPPYMLMST CPEAN Ka3aXCTaHCKMX
YMHOBHMKOB AOCTUIAQ OTPOMHOTIO pasmepa 1
6opuba c Hell ObbLIBAEHA MEPBOOYEPEAHON
rOCyAQPCTBEHHOM 3aAayeli, HAAEXKALI Ha Mo-
AOXKUTEALHbIA MCXOA B PELI€HVM BOTMPOCOB B
MOAbL3Y MCHYE3AOWMX MTULL [TOKA HET.

Ceiyac pewntb npobaemy criaceHus Ga-
A0GaHa MOYKHO TOABLKO Ha MEKAYHAPOAHOM
YPOBHE, MO3TOMY peLleHMe O MPUAAHUM UC-
yesarolwemMy BMAY CTaTycCa YsI3BUMOTO MpeA-
CTaBASIETCSI HECBOEBPEMEHHOW W  OYeHb
OracHOM OWMOKOIA.

ited by Gyrfalcons (Falco rusticolus), and its
Parliament once considered an opportunity
of replenishing the budget of this not very
rich country by exporting the Falcons. The
MPs were almost ready to make this step
but for one worthy citizen who suggested
also selling young blondes to Oriental har-
ems. This persuaded the Parliament to vote
down the Falcon project.

Asking myself how to save Saker Falcon
from complete destruction, | see only one
way out — to prohibit hunting Houbara Bus-
tard in Kazakhstan completely. Hunting
Houbara Bustards using Saker Falcons has
been popular in the East for centuries. Tra-
ditionally it took place far from Kazakhstan,
in Pakistan and in the Middle East — tradi-
tional wintering places of both the species.
For hundreds of years this tradition hasn’t
caused so much damage to our nature than
it did during the last two decades. Capturing
the falcons and hunting Houbara Bustards in
their nesting sites, the falconers do irrepa-
rable harm to nature. And | won’t accept
any reasoning about their taking care of our
environment simultaneously with hunting.
Traditions can’t be lost as they are the heart
and soul of every nation. But the oil coun-
tries rich enough to travel so far for hunting
could organize their own breeding centers
and breed their own Falcons and Houbara
Bustards, and hunt in their own deserts.
The breeding centers situated on the birds’
nesting sites are constantly tempted to take
clutches and nestlings from nature. This
process is hard to control. | think our nature
should be left alone. When there are no for-
eign hunters, there won’t be any demand
for our birds. The nests won’t be destroyed,
the birds will return to their former nesting
sites, and everything will be back to normal.
There is little hope for governmental action
in favour of the endangered birds, not fal-
coners, in Kazakhstan, as the country is so
badly corrupt that it has become a state
problem to cope with it. The birds have no
money to pay for themselves.

The problem of saving the Saker Falcon
can only now be solved on the international
level. That is why the changing of its status
from endangered to vulnerable seems to be
untimely and is a very dangerous mistake
fraught with serious consequences.

Collages by Dmitry Denisov and Albert
Muratov.
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