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ОБЗОРЫ И КОММЕНТАРИИ

James Ferguson-Lees and David Christie – Coauthors of the
Second World Review on Raptors
ДЖЕЙМС ФЕРГУСОН-ЛИЙЗ И ДЭВИД ХРИСТИ – СОАВТОРЫ 

ВТОРОЙ МИРОВОЙ СВОДКИ ПО ХИЩНЫМ ПТИЦАМ

Shergalin J.E. (Working Group on Raptors and Owls of Northern Eurasia, Russia)
Шергалин Е.Э. (Рабочая группа по хищным птицам Северной Евразии, Россия)

Åñëè òàêîå áûëî áû âîçìîæíî, òî â ïðî-
øëîì ãîäó õèùíûå ïòèöû ìèðà îòìåòèëè 
áû 90-ëåòèå ñî äíÿ ðîæäåíèÿ Äæåéìñà 
Ôåðãóñîíà-Ëèéçà, îòäàâøåãî ÷åòâåðòü ñâî-
åé æèçíè ñîñòàâëåíèþ âòîðîé ìèðîâîé 
ñâîäêè ïî ïòèöàì ýòîãî îòðÿäà. 

Â 2001 ãîäó èçäàòåëüñòâà A&C Black â 
Ëîíäîíå è Houghton Mifflin Company â 
ÑØÀ âûïóñòèëè íàñòîÿùèé «êèðïè÷» îáú-
¸ìîì ïî÷òè â 1000 ñòðàíèö è âåñîì áîëåå 
3 êã – «Õèùíûå ïòèöû ìèðà» (Raptors of 
the World). Íà îáëîæêå ñòîÿò äâà èìåíè: 
Äæåéìñ Ôåðãóñîí-Ëèéç è Äýâèä Õðèñòè. 
Êòî æå îíè?

Äæåéìñ Ôåðãóñîí-Ëèéç
Äæåéìñ ðîäèëñÿ â ÿíâàðå 1929 ã. â Èòà-

ëèè, íî âûðîñ â ãðàôñòâå Áåäôîðä â Àíãëèè. 
Õèùíèêàìè ñòàë çàíèìàòüñÿ ñ 1946 ã. è îð-
ãàíèçîâàë ïåðâûé ó÷¸ò ñàïñàíîâ Áðèòàíèè 
è Èðëàíäèè â 1948–1950 ãã. Ðåãóëÿðíî âû-
ñòóïàë ïî ðàäèî è òåëåâèäåíèþ â 1950-å è 
1960-å ãîäû, áëàãîäàðÿ ÷åìó ïîçæå â æóð-
íàëå «British Birds» îáðàçîâàëàñü êîëîíêà 
«Íåäàâíèå ðåãèñòðàöèè». Çà ðàáîòó ïî 
ñîñòàâëåíèþ ïåðâîãî Àòëàñà ãíåçäÿùèõ-
ñÿ ïòèö Áðèòàíèè è Èðëàíäèè â 1967–
1976 ãã. Äæåéìñ áûë óäîñòîåí ìåäàëè Òà-
êåðà (Tucker Medal). 

Äæåéìñ íàïèñàë îäèí è â ñîàâòîðñòâå 
íåñêîëüêî äåñÿòêîâ êíèã è, êîíå÷íî æå, 
ñîòíè ñòàòåé. Îñîáîå âíèìàíèå âñþ 
ñâîþ æèçíü îí óäåëÿë èäåíòèôèêàöèè, 
ïîïóëÿöèÿì, áèîëîãèè ðàçìíîæåíèÿ è 
ìèãðàöèÿì. 

Ïåðå÷åíü åãî îáÿçàííîñòåé è äîëæíî-
ñòåé ìîã áû ðàñòÿíóòüñÿ íà ìíîãèå ñòðà-
íèöû. Êàæåòñÿ, ÷òî îí çàíèìàë ïðàêòè-
÷åñêè âñå âîçìîæíûå è íåâîçìîæíûå 
ïîñòû â áðèòàíñêîé îðíèòîëîãèè òðåòüåé 
÷åòâåðòè XX âåêà: èñïîëíèòåëüíûé ðå-
äàêòîð æóðíàëà «British Birds» â 1954–

In the year 2001, the publishers A&C Black 
in London, and Houghton Mifflin Company 
in the USA, have released the real “brick” – 
“Raptors of the World”, which is almost to 
1000 pages and weighted more than 3 kg. 
On the cover there are two names: James 
Ferguson-Lees and David Christie. Who are 
they?

James Ferguson-Lees
James was born in January 1929 in Italy, 

but grown up in Bedford, England. He has 
begun to study raptors since 1946 when he 
organized the first census of the Peregrine 
Falcons in Britain and Ireland in 1948–1950. 
For his work on compilation of the first At-
las of breeding birds of Britain and Ireland in 
1967–1976, James was awarded by Tucker 
Medal. 

Äæåéìñ Ôåðãóñîí-Ëèéç. Ôîòî Ý. Õîñêèíãà.

James Ferguson-Lees. Photo by E. Hosking.
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1973 ãã.; çàìåñòèòåëü äèðåêòîðà RSBP 
(Êîðîëåâñêîãî îáùåñòâà îõðàíû ïòèö), 
îòâå÷àþùèé çà îõðàíó â 1973–1975 ãã.; 
äèðåêòîð êîìïàíèè, âûïóñêàâøåé ìíîãî-
òîìíóþ ñâîäêó ïî ïòèöàì Çàïàäíîé Ïàëå-
àðêòèêè ïîä îáùåé ðåäàêöèåé Ñ. Êðåìïà è 
Ê.Ý.Ë. Ñèììîíñà â 1970–1975 ãã.; ïðåçè-
äåíò è ïðåäñåäàòåëü Áðèòàíñêîãî òðåñòà 
îðíèòîëîãèè (ÁÒÎ) â 1969–1973 ãã.; ÷ëåí 
Ñîâåòà Áðèòàíñêîãî îðíèòîëîãè÷åñêîãî 
ñîþçà â 1973–1977 ãã.; ÷ëåí Êîìèòåòà ïî 
ðåãèñòðàöèÿì ïòèö â 1960–1986 ãã.; ÷ëåí 
ñîâåòà ÊÎÎÏ â 1963–1973 ãã. Ïðèäóìàë 
è âìåñòå ñ Ï.À.Ä. Õîëëîìîì ñîçäàë â 
1958 ã. Êîìèòåò ïî ðåãèñòðàöèè ðåäêèõ 
çàë¸òîâ ïòèö (Rarities Committee); à â 
1973 ã., âìåñòå ñ Äýâèäîì Ëè, ïðèäóìàë 
è îñíîâàë Áþðî ïî ðåãèñòðàöèè ðåäêèõ 
ãíåçäÿùèõñÿ âèäîâ ïòèö (Rare Breeding 
Birds Panel). Áîëüøóþ ðàáîòó ïðîäåëàë â 
îðãàíèçàöèè è ïðîâåäåíèè 14-ãî Ìåæäó-
íàðîäíîãî îðíèòîëîãè÷åñêîãî êîíãðåññà 
â Îêñôîðäå â èþëå 1966 ã. Ñïëàíèðî-
âàë è âîçãëàâèë ìåæäóíàðîäíóþ êîíôå-
ðåíöèþ ïî ðàçâèòèþ îðíèòîëîãè÷åñêîãî 
ñîòðóäíè÷åñòâà â Åâðîïå è ñòàíäàðòèçà-
öèè çàïèñåé è ó÷¸òà ãíåçäîâûõ êàðòî÷åê, 
êîäèðîâîê äëÿ áèîòîïîâ, áèîìåòðè÷å-
ñêèõ äàííûõ è äàííûõ ïî ëèíüêå, êîòî-
ðàÿ ïðîøëà â äåêàáðå 1971 ã. ïîä ýãèäîé 
ÁÒÎ è íåìåöêîé îðíèòîëîãè÷åñêîé ñòàí-
öèè «Ðàäîëüôöåëü» â Ãðèí Ïàðêå, ðÿäîì 
ñ Òðèíãîì, â Àíãëèè. 

Èìåííî â ãîäû àêòèâíîé ðàáîòû Äæåéì-
ñà â Áðèòàíèè ñôîðìèðîâàëîñü øèðîêîå 
óáåæäåíèå, ÷òî íå çíàòü ñàìûå ìàññîâûå 
âèäû ïòèö ñòðàíû – ïðîñòî ñòûäíî, è ýòî 
ãîâîðèò î ïëîõîì âîñïèòàíèè è íèêóäûø-
íîì îáðàçîâàíèè.

Äæåéìñ øèðîêî ïóòåøåñòâîâàë. Îí 
ó÷àñòâîâàë ïî÷òè âî âñåõ ñàìûõ çíàìå-
íèòûõ ýêñïåäèöèÿõ, êîòîðûå äàëè çíà÷è-
òåëüíûé òîë÷îê ïðèðîäîîõðàííîìó äâè-
æåíèþ â Åâðîïå è ìèðå. Òàê, íàïðèìåð, 
îí áûë â ýêñïåäèöèè îò Ýäèíáóðãñêîãî 
óíèâåðñèòåòà íà îñòðîâ Ñâÿòîé Êèëüäû 
(çíàìåíèòûé óæàñàþùåé áåäíîñòüþ ìåñò-
íîãî íàñåëåíèÿ, âñåãî âåê íàçàä âûæè-
âàâøåãî çà ñ÷¸ò ñáîðà ÿèö ìîðñêèõ ïòèö) 
â 1949 ã., â àíãëî-èñïàíñêîé ýêñïåäèöèè 
íà Êàçîðëó â 1959 ã., âìåñòå ñ Ã. Ìàóí-
ôîðòîì ïóòåøåñòâîâàë â ïàðê Êîòî Äî-
íüÿíà â 1956/57 ãã., â Áîëãàðèþ â 1960 ã. 
è Èîðäàíèþ â 1963–65 ãã., áûë â ìåæäó-
íàðîäíîé ïîåçäêå â Èîðäàíèþ â 1966 ã., 
â ïîåçäêå, îðãàíèçîâàííîé Áðèòàíñêèì 
îðíèòîëîãè÷åñêèì ñîþçîì, íà îçåðî ×àä 
â 1967–68 ãã. Êðîìå òîãî, îí ìíîãî ïó-
òåøåñòâîâàë ïî Åâðîïå, Àôðèêå, Þæíîé 

James has written alone as well as in co-
authorship several books and hundreds of 
articles. He has paid special attention to 
identification, breeding biology, and bird mi-
grations. The list of his duties requires a lot of 
space: executive editor of the journal “Brit-
ish Birds” in 1954–1973; director deputy of 
RSBP, responsible for protection in 1973–
1975; director of the company, producing 
a many-volumed review on the birds of 
Western Palearctic, edited by S. Cramp and 
K.E.L. Simmons in 1970–1975; president 
and chairman of BTO in 1969–1973; mem-
ber of the Council of BOU in 1973–1977; 
member of the Committee on bird registra-
tion in 1960–1986; member of the Council of 
RSBP in 1963–1973. James devised and with 
P.A.D. Hollom founded the Rarities Commit-
tee, remained member until 1963; in 1973 
with David Lea devised Rare Breeding Birds 
Panel, remained member until 1979. James 
was well-travelled. He participated mostly 
in all famous expeditions, which pushed the 
wildlife conservation and nature-protection 
movement in the world. So, for example, he 
was in the expedition of Edinburgh University 
to St. Kilda Island in 1949, and also together 
with G. Mountfort – in the Coto Donana Park 
in 1956/57, in Bulgaria in 1960 and Jordan 
in 1963/65, Anglo-Spanish expedition to 
Cazorla in 1959, international trip to Jordan 
in 1966, in the trip organized by BTU to the 
Chad Lake in 1967/68. Besides that, he trav-
elled a lot across Europe, Africa, South Asia, 

Äæåéìñ Ôåðãóñîí-Ëèéç. Ôîòî Ý. Õîñêèíãà.

James Ferguson-Lees. Photo by E. Hosking.
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South America, eastern part of the USA; he 
personally was a leader of 50 tours in Russia, 
Ukraine, Morocco, Namibia, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Seychelles, Jordan, Sri-Lanka, Thailand, USA 
in 1970–87; organized private expeditions 
in South America (mainly in Argentina) in 
1982–95.

His free time is devoted to crosswords, 
occasional bridge or chess, gardening, very 
amateur photography, bird stamps, watch-
ing rubbish on TV (Pemberton, 1997).

David Christie
David was born in August 1945 in Bristol 

and has begun to observe birds since the 
age of 5. He has got BA at University of Hull 
(1967), where he studied French and Swed-
ish languages. 

Since 1980 he has became freelance editor 
and translator of articles and books on orni-
thology. 

Since 1973 till 2002 he has been working 
as assistant of editor “British Birds” journal, 
spending 29 years and 2 months of service 
for it, and for a more convenient cooperation 
with the journal he moved 3 times. His lan-
guage skills helped sufficiently to transform 
the national “British Birds” into the real inter-
national edition. 

David was editor of about 200 articles. 
When he left the Editorial Board, two Edi-
tor Assistant vacancies were announced for 
replacement of him. He paid the special in-
terest to the populations, distribution, migra-
tions, taxonomy, raptors, woodpeckers and 
waterfowl. He was co-author of the book 
on woodpeckers. David edited the series 
of books in “Hamlyn Publisher”. He was co-
editor of very voluminous book of his close 
friend Hadoram Shirihai “Birds of Israel” 
(1996). David translated from Swedish into 
English “Bird Migration” by Thomas Aler-
stam (1990) and “Birds of Europe” by Larss 
Jonsson (1992). 

Being at home, David even now works 
as an editor of the series of ornithological 
handbooks, published by “Helm”, and also 
many volumes of the famous series of the 
Spanish Publisher “Lynx Edicions” “Hand-
book of the Birds of the World”. He actively 
continues to conduct different birds counts. 
In free time, David is interested in languag-
es, cricket, soccer and enjoys communica-
tion with friends.

“Raptors of the World”
Work on the world review on birds of 

prey was began in 1983 and took exactly 18 
years, i.e., a quarter of life, spent by James. 

Àçèè, Þæíîé Àìåðèêå, âîñòî÷íîé ÷àñòè 
ÑØÀ; ñàì ëè÷íî âîçãëàâèë îêîëî 50 òóðîâ 
â Ðîññèþ, Óêðàèíó, Ìàðîêêî, Íàìèáèþ, 
Ýôèîïèþ, Êåíèþ, Ñåéøåëëû, Èîðäàíèþ, 
Øðè-Ëàíêó, Òàèëàíä, ÑØÀ â 1970–87 ãã.; 
îðãàíèçîâàë ÷àñòíûå ýêñïåäèöèè â Þæ-
íóþ Àìåðèêó (ãëàâíûì îáðàçîì – â Àð-
ãåíòèíó) â 1982–95 ãã.

Äæåéìñ – õîäÿ÷àÿ ýíöèêëîïåäèÿ è æèâàÿ 
ëåãåíäà – ñòàë ïåðâûì ëèöîì, íà÷àâøèì 
ïåðåíîñèòü ïîäçîðíóþ òðóáó (òåëåñêîï) 
«Ìèðàäîð», óñòàíîâëåííûé íà òðèïîäå 
(øòàòèâå).

Êîãäà Äæåéìñà ðàäè ïðèëè÷èÿ ñïðîñè-
ëè, ÷åì îí çàíèìàåòñÿ â ñâîáîäíîå âðå-
ìÿ, òî íèêòî íå ðàññ÷èòûâàë íà êàêîé-
ëèáî îòâåò, òàê êàê åãî ïðîñòî íå ìîãëî 
áûòü ïî îïðåäåëåíèþ. Îäíàêî, îí âñ¸ æå 
ïåðå÷èñëèë: îòãàäûâàíèåì êðîññâîðäîâ, 
èíîãäà èãðîé â áðèäæ èëè øàõìàòû, ñà-
äîâîäñòâîì, ëþáèòåëüñêîé ôîòîãðàôèåé, 
ïî÷òîâûìè ìàðêàìè è, èçðåäêà, ïðîñìî-
òðîì îòâðàòèòåëüíîé áóçû ïî òåëåâèçîðó 
(ýòî åãî ñëîâà â íåñêîëüêî ñìÿã÷åííîé 
ôîðìå).

Ïîðòðåò Äæåéìñà íå áóäåò ïîëíûì, 
åñëè íå óïîìÿíóòü åãî î÷åíü ñòðàííóþ 
äëÿ íàó÷íîãî ìèðà ñêðîìíîñòü. Â æóðíàëå 
«British Birds» íà ïðàâàõ ãëàâíîãî ðåäàêòî-
ðà îí ïðîÿâëÿë íåçàêîííûé âîëþíòàðèçì, 
âûðåçàÿ ñåáÿ èç ãðóïïîâûõ ñíèìêîâ è ñòà-
ðàòåëüíî âû÷åðêèâàÿ ñâî¸ èìÿ èç áëàãî-
äàðíîñòåé àâòîðîâ ðóêîïèñåé. 

Äýâèä Õðèñòè
Áèîãðàôèÿ Äýâèäà Õðèñòè ïîñêðîìíåå, 

÷åì ó Äæåéìñà, è ïîñëóæíîé ñïèñîê äî-
ñòèæåíèé ïîêîðî÷å, äà è Äýâèä ìëàäøå 
Äæåéìñà ïî÷òè íà öåëîå ïîêîëåíèå. 

Äýâèä ðîäèëñÿ â àâãóñòå 1945 ã. â Áðè-

Äæåéìñ Ôåðãóñîí-
Ëèéç. 
Ôîòî Ý. Õîñêèíãà.

James Ferguson-Lees. 
Photo by E. Hosking.
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ñòîëå è c ïÿòè ëåò «çàáîëåë» 
ïòèöàìè. Îáðàçîâàíèå ïî-
ëó÷èë â óíèâåðñèòåòå Õàëë 
(Hull), èçó÷àÿ ôðàíöóçñêèé è 
øâåäñêèé ÿçûêè. 

Ñ 1980 ã. îí ñòàë ñâîáîä-
íûì ðåäàêòîðîì è ïåðåâîä-
÷èêîì ñòàòåé è êíèã ïî îð-
íèòîëîãèè. 

Ñ 1973 ã. ïî 2002 ã. ðàáî-
òàë ïîìîùíèêîì ðåäàêòîðà 
æóðíàëà «British Birds», îò-
äàâ ýòîìó æóðíàëó 29 ëåò è 2 
ìåñÿöà è ïîñòàâèâ òåì ñàìûì 
ñâîåîáðàçíûé ðåêîðä ïî ïðîäîëæèòåëü-
íîñòè ñëóæáû, óñòóïèâ ïàëüìó ïåðâåíñòâà 
çà 95-ëåòíþþ èñòîðèþ æóðíàëà, íà òîò 
ìîìåíò, òîëüêî îñíîâàòåëþ æóðíàëà Õàð-
ðè Âèçåðáè. ×òîáû áûëî óäîáíåå ñîòðóä-
íè÷àòü ñ æóðíàëîì, åìó çà ýòè ãîäû ïðè-
øëîñü òðèæäû ïîìåíÿòü ìåñòî æèòåëüñòâà, 
òàê êàê ñìåíÿëèñü ãëàâíûå ðåäàêòîðû, à 
Äýâèä áåññìåííî îñòàâàëñÿ íà ñâî¸ì ïî-
ñòó. Çà òðè äåñÿòèëåòèÿ, èñïîëüçóÿ ñâî¸ 
çíàíèå ÿçûêîâ (ÿâëåíèå äîâîëüíî ðåäêîå 
äëÿ ñîâðåìåííûõ áðèòàíöåâ), îí ïðèâëå-
êàë â æóðíàë ìàòåðèàëû, îïóáëèêîâàííûå, 
â ïåðâóþ î÷åðåäü, âî Ôðàíöèè, Ãåðìà-
íèè è Ñêàíäèíàâèè, çíà÷èòåëüíî ïîâûñèâ 
ïðåñòèæ ýòîãî, èçíà÷àëüíî íàöèîíàëüíî-
ãî, æóðíàëà è ñäåëàâ åãî ïî-íàñòîÿùåìó 
ìåæäóíàðîäíûì. 

Many species accounts were overwritten 4 
or more times and majority of them – 2 or 3 
times. Volume of each species account rap-
idly grew from 550 words, and at the end, 
each species had description in 1800 words, 
while certain species with the global range 
– 6000 words or even more. David joined 
the project in 1994, by this time James had 
already prepared the first drafts for 180 spe-
cies (totally, their number is 313 in the book). 
However, soon it became very difficult to say 
who was the initial author of each species 
– the work on this book became their joint 
long-lasting project.

In museums authors has spent totally 
about 500 hours. James undertook only 
10 trips in South America. The same situ-
ation was with illustrations for this book. 
Initially, it was planned that all drawings 
would be made by Philip Burton, but at the 
earliest stages of work he has understood 
that he needed other colleagues – they 
were going to depict 2100 birds on 112 
tables and together with Kim Franklin and 
David Mead; they all together have pre-
pared 2115 original coloured illustrations 
(among them there are 1135 drawings of 
raptors in the flight). Many pictures were 
born in the constant comparison with the 
museum skins. 

There is a great respect to James and David 
for their bravery to undertake such an am-
bitious and huge project, finished by them 
with success and honour! It’s interesting to 
suggest who will do updated and revised 
edition in the future?

Author is grateful to David Hosking for 
help with the photographs of James Fer-
guson-Lees and Rodger Riddington for the 
photograph of David Christie. 

Äýâèä Õðèñòè, íîñÿ íåäàâíî êóïëåííóþ øëÿïó, íàáëþäàë ïòèö â Ñòàäëàíäå. Äîð-
ñåò, àïðåëü 2002 ã. Ôîòîãðàôèÿ ïðåäîñòàâëåíà Ð. Ðèääèíãòîíîì (British Birds, 
2002).

David Christie, wearing newly purchased ‘Tilley Hat’, birdwatching at Studland, 
Dorset, April 2002. Photo from R. Riddington (British Birds, 2002).

Äýâèä Õðèñòè ñ æåíîé. Íîÿáðü 2010 ã. 
Ôîòî ïðåäîñòàâëåíî Ä. Õðèñòè.

David Christie with his wife. November, 2010. 
Photo from D. Christie.
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Äýâèä íåôîðìàëüíî îòðå-
äàêòèðîâàë îêîëî 200 ñòàòåé. 
Ëþáîïûòíî, ÷òî êîãäà Äýâèä 
îñòàâèë æóðíàë, òî íà åãî çà-
ìåíó ðåäêîëëåãèÿ îáúÿâèëà 
äâå âàêàíñèè ïîìîùíèêîâ 
ðåäàêòîðà, òàê ÷òî íå áóäåò 
áîëüøèì ïðåóâåëè÷åíèÿì 
ñêàçàòü, ÷òî Äýâèä äîëãèé 
ñðîê ðàáîòàë çà äâîèõ. Îñî-
áûé èíòåðåñ îí ïðîÿâëÿë ê 
ïîïóëÿöèÿì, ðàñïðîñòðà-
íåíèþ, ìèãðàöèÿì, òàêñî-
íîìèè, õèùíèêàì, äÿòëàì è 
âîäíûì ïòèöàì. Âûñòóïèë 
ñîàâòîðîì êíèãè ïî äÿòëàì. 
Ðåäàêòèðîâàë ñåðèþ êíèã â 
èçäàòåëüñòâå «Hamlyn». Áûë 
ñî-ðåäàêòîðîì î÷åíü îáú¸-

ìèñòîé êíèãè ñâîåãî áëèçêîãî äðóãà Õà-
äîðàìà Øèðèõàÿ «Birds of Israel» (1996). 
Ïåðåâ¸ë íà àíãëèéñêèé ÿçûê ñî øâåä-
ñêîãî «Bird Migration» Òîìàñà Àëåðñòàìà 
(1990) è «Birds of Europe» Ëàðñà Éîíññîíà 
(1992). 

Íàõîäÿñü äîìà, Äýâèä è ñåé÷àñ ðàáî-
òàåò ðåäàêòîðîì ñåðèè îðíèòîëîãè÷å-
ñêèõ ñïðàâî÷íèêîâ, âûïóñêàåìûõ èçäà-
òåëüñòâîì «Helm», à òàêæå ìíîãèõ òîìîâ 
çíàìåíèòîé ñåðèè èñïàíñêîãî èçäàòåëü-
ñòâà «Lynx» «Handbook of the Birds of the 
World». Ïðîäîëæàåò àêòèâíî ïðîâîäèòü â 
ïîëå âñåâîçìîæíûå ó÷¸òû ïòèö. Â ñâîáîä-
íîå âðåìÿ èíòåðåñóåòñÿ ÿçûêàìè, èñêóñ-
ñòâîì, êðèêåòîì, ñîêêåðîì è íàñëàæäàåò-
ñÿ îáùåíèåì ñ äðóçüÿìè.

«Õèùíûå ïòèöû ìèðà»
Ðàáîòà íàä ìèðîâûì îáçîðîì ïî õèù-

íûì ïòèöàì íà÷àëàñü â 1983 ãîäó è çàíÿ-
ëà ðîâíî 18 ëåò, òî åñòü, ÷åòâåðòü æèçíè, 
ïðîæèòîé Äæåéìñîì. Ìíîãèå âèäîâûå 
î÷åðêè ïåðåïèñûâàëèñü 4 èëè áîëåå ðàçà, 
à áîëüøèíñòâî – äâàæäû èëè òðèæäû. Îáú-
¸ì êàæäîãî âèäîâîãî î÷åðêà ðîñ, êàê íà 
äðîææàõ, ñ 550 ñëîâ â çàäóìêå, è, â êî-
íå÷íîì ñ÷¸òå, êàæäîìó âèäó áûëî óäåëå-
íî 1800 ñëîâ, à ïî íåêîòîðûì âèäàì ñ ãëî-
áàëüíûì àðåàëîì – äî 6000 ñëîâ è äàæå 
áîëåå. Êîãäà Äæåéìñ íà÷èíàë ðàáîòó íàä 
êíèãîé, òî îí ãîðäî âëàäåë áûâøèì BBC 
ïåðñîíàëüíûì êîìïüþòåðîì ñ 5 äþéìî-
âîé ãèáêîé äèñêåòîé, à çàêàí÷èâàë ïðîåêò 
óæå íà êîìïüþòåðàõ ñ áàçàìè äàííûõ íà 
ëàçåðíûõ äèñêàõ. 

Ìíîãèå ðåäêèå âèäû õèùíûõ ïòèö òðî-
ïèêîâ íå áûëè èçó÷åíû âîîáùå. Ïóòàíè-
öà áûëà äàæå ìåæäó èõ þíîøåñêèìè è 
âçðîñëûìè íàðÿäàìè. Êðîìå îïèñàíèÿ 

âèäîâ è íåñêîëüêèõ øêóðîê â ìóçåÿõ, ïî 
íèì íå áûëî àáñîëþòíî íèêàêîé èíôîð-
ìàöèè – õîòü ïëà÷ü. Íî ñóäüáà óëûáíó-
ëàñü ñìåëûì è ïðåäïðèèì÷èâûì. Â êîí-
öå 1970-õ ãîäîâ íà÷àëñÿ ðîñò èíòåðåñà 
ê õèùíûì ïòèöàì âî âñåì ìèðå, à â 80-å 
è 90-å îí ïðåâðàòèëñÿ â íàñòîÿùèé áóì. 
Îáú¸ì îïóáëèêîâàííîé èíôîðìàöèè 
âîçðîñ íà ïîðÿäîê, è ñòàëî ÿñíî – îäíî-
ìó ÷åëîâåêó åãî ïðîñòî íå îäîëåòü ôè-
çè÷åñêè. Äýâèä ïðèñîåäèíèëñÿ ê ïðîåêòó 
â 1994 ãîäó, êîãäà Äæåéìñ óæå ñîñòàâèë 
â÷åðíå îïèñàíèå 180 âèäîâ (âñåãî â êíè-
ãå îïèñàíî èõ 313). Îäíàêî ïîñëå î÷å-
ðåäíîãî ðåäàêòèðîâàíèÿ è ïåðåïèñûâà-
íèÿ àâòîðû óæå íå ìîãëè ñêàçàòü, ÷òî êòî 
è ãäå íà÷àë è êòî ÿâëÿåòñÿ àâòîðîì î÷åð-
êà – òðóä âîèñòèíó ñòàë èõ ñîâìåñòíûì 
äåòèùåì.

Â ìóçåÿõ, ðàáîòàÿ ñî øêóðêàìè, àâòîð-
ñêèé êîëëåêòèâ ïðîâ¸ë â îáùåé ñëîæíîñòè 
îêîëî 500 ÷àñîâ. Òîëüêî â Þæíóþ Àìå-
ðèêó Äæåéìñó ïðèøëîñü ñëåòàòü 10 ðàç. 
Êóðü¸çíàÿ ñèòóàöèÿ ñëîæèëàñü è ñ èëëþ-
ñòðàöèÿìè äëÿ ýòîé êíèãè. Ïåðâîíà÷àëü-
íî ïëàíèðîâàëîñü, ÷òî âñå ðèñóíêè áóäóò 
âûïîëíåíû Ôèëèïîì Áàðòîíîì, íî óæå 
íà ñàìûõ ðàííèõ ýòàïàõ ðàáîòû îí ïîíÿë, 
÷òî îäíîìó åìó íå ñïðàâèòüñÿ – ïðåäñòîÿ-
ëî èçîáðàçèòü áîëåå 2100 ïòèö íà 112 
òàáëèöàõ, è òîãäà åìó íà âûðó÷êó ïðèøëè 
Êèì Ôðàíêëèí è Äýâèä Ìèä, êîòîðûå ñî-
âìåñòíî ïîäãîòîâèëè 2115 îðèãèíàëüíûõ 
öâåòíûõ èëëþñòðàöèé (èç êîòîðûõ 1135 
– ñ õèùíèêàìè â ïîë¸òå). Ìíîãèå ðèñóíêè 
ðîæäàëèñü â ïîñòîÿííîì ñðàâíåíèè ñ ìó-
çåéíûìè øêóðêàìè. 

Íèçêèé ïîêëîí Äæåéìñó è Äýâèäó çà èõ 
ñìåëîñòü – âçÿòüñÿ çà òàêîé àìáèöèîçíûé 
è ãðàíäèîçíûé ïðîåêò, êîòîðûé îíè ñ ÷å-
ñòüþ è äîñòîèíñòâîì çàâåðøèëè! Ëþáî-
ïûòíî ïðåäïîëîæèòü, êòî æå è êîãäà âîçü-
ìåòñÿ çà åãî äîïîëíåííóþ è îáíîâë¸ííóþ 
âåðñèþ?

Àâòîð áëàãîäàðèò Äýâèäà Õîñêèí-
ãà çà ïîìîùü â ïîëó÷åíèè ôîòîãðàôèé 
Äæåéìñà Ôåðãóñîíà-Ëèéçà è Ðîäæå-
ðà Ðèääèíãòîíà çà ôîòîãðàôèþ Äýâèäà 
Õðèñòè.
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