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Ha camom tore Pecrniybamkmu AATai, Ha CTbi-
K& rocyAapcTBeHHbIX rpaHuu KasaxcraHa,
Kutasi, MoHroanm n Poccum Aexkut ocobeH-
HbLIA BLICOKOTOPHDBIA Y4acTOK, MAOCKOropbhe
A Haropbe YKok (Pyaon u ap., 2000), B
HecCrneumaAbHOM U TMONYASIPHOM AUTEpaTty-
pe noAyumsluiee HaspaHue «[1aato YKoOK».
OHO 3aHMMaeT LEeHTPaAbHOE TMOAOXKEHMEe
B ropHoMm y3ae lopHoro, IO)kHoro n MoH-
FOALCKOTO AATasl Ha rpaHMLe LeHTpaAbHOAa-
3UATCKMX U I0XKHOCMOUPCKMX AQHALIAGDTOB.
Ha ceBep YKOK MNpOTSIHYACSl AO IOXKHOrO
noAHOXbs1  KOxkHO-Yyilckoro xpebra, Mo
p. A)kasatop AO YCTLEBOM YacTU AOAMHDI
p. Kokcy — ApryTtckol KOTAOBUHDLI («Cama-
XUWHCKasl crernb»). Ha tore Ykoka pacrnoao-
JKE€H KPYIMHENLNIA ACAOBLIN PaloOH rOPHOro
maccuba TabbiH-borao-Oaa (Bbicasi Touka
r. KyntaH-Yya vam Haripamaaa, 4374 m). Y
MOAHO>KMSI 3TOFO FOPHOTO Y3Aa, Ha BbLICOTE
2000-2500 M Haa ypOBHEM MOPsl, OrpaHu-
YyeHHast XxpebTamu, Kak B yawe, Ae>XXuUT bep-
TeKCKasl KOTAOBMHA. 3A€Ch PACMPOCTPAHEHDI
XapaktepHble AAst Oro-BoctoyHoro Aatasi
TYHAPOBO-CTEMHbLIE AQHALATLI C yyacTKa-
MM MEP3AOTHLIX BOAOT.

baaroaapsi ceoemy MOAOXKEHUIO U Mpu-
POAHBIM  YCAOBUSIM ~ YKOK  MPEACTaBASIET
3HAYUTEALHLII MHTEPEeC Kak MPUPOAHLIA U
UCTOPUYECKMIT OOLEKT. MaroHaceAEHHOE 1
OTHOCUTEALHO TPYAHOAOCTYIMHOE MAOCKOro-
PbE UrPaeT POAbL OYara CoXpaHeHws Guopas-
HOOOpAa3usl, E€CTECTBEHHOrO 3arOBEAHMKA.
DTO BaXKHeMLee MEeCTO OCTAaHOBKM MTULL Ha
MUrpaumsiX, OAHO U3 HEMHOIMX MECT coXpa-
HEHMs1 TYHAPOBO-CTEMHOW hayHbl, CyLEeCTBY-
lollee HernpepbLIBHO CO BPEMEHM NAeNCcToLe-
Ha. OnucaHa KAloYeBasi OPHUTOAOTMYECKas!
TEPPUTOPUST  MEXKAYHAPOAHOTO  3HaYyeHMsl
(KOTP) «Maato Ykok» (AT-002), BbIAEAEH-

In southern Altai Republic, at the intersec-
tion of Kazakhstan, China, Mongolia, and
Russia, there is a particular high altitude
area — the upland region or tableland called
Ukok (Rudoy et al., 2000), known in popu-
lar literature as the “Ukok Plateau.” It is cen-
trally located within the mountain cluster
of Mountainous, Southern, and Mongolian
Altai on the border of the Central Asian and
Southern Siberian landscapes. To the north,
Ukok stretches to the southern foothills of
the Southern Chuisky Ridge, along the Dz-
hazator River to where the Koksu River flows
out of the valley into the Argut Depression
(“Samakhinskaya Steppe”). To the south of
Ukok lies the largest ice-covered region of
the Tabyn-Bogdo-Ola Mountains (highest
peak is Kuyten-Uul, also known as Nayram-
dal, at 4374 m). At the base of this mountain
range, 2000-2500 m above sea level and
surrounded by ridges, the Bertek Depression
lies as if in a cup. Tundra-steppe landscapes
typical of southeastern Altai are common
here, with areas of permafrost swamp.

Thanks to its position and natural con-
ditions, Ukok is of significant interest as a
natural and historical site. The sparsely pop-
ulated and relatively inaccessible tableland
is a center of protected biodiversity, a natu-
ral biosphere reserve. This is a vital resting
place for migratory birds, one of the few
places that has been an uninterrupted home
to tundra-steppe fauna since the Pleistocene
era. It is named as an Important Bird Area
— “Ukok Plateau” (AT-002) — identified on
the basis of criteria A3 (important area for
species specific to the Eurasian alpine and
Eurasian steppe biomes) and A1 (important
area for Saker Falcon conservation) (Mitro-
fanov et al., 20006).
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Bua Ha AeAOBLINT paioH
FOPHOro Maccuea
TabbiH-borao-Ona Yepes
bepTekcKyro KOTAOBUHY.
oto 3. HukoreHKo.

Landscape of the
Tabyn-Bogdo-Ola
Mountains and

Bertek Depression.
Photo by E. Nikolenko.

Hasl HA OCHOBaHUM Kputepues A3 (BabKHasl
TEPPUTOPUST AASI BUAOB, CMELIMPUYHLIX AAST
6MOMOB €BPA3UMCKMX BLICOKOTOPUI M €Bpa-
3uiickux crenei) u Al (Tepputopust BaskHa
Al cOXpaHeHust 6arobaHa) (MutpodgaHos
n Ap., 2000).

lopHbiii y3ea TabbiH-borao-Oaa urpaert
B&OKHYIO POAb B (POPMMPOBAHMM KAMMATA
M TMApPoAOTMM obumpHoro permoHa Espa-
31n. 3AeCh COCPEAOTOUYEHDbI KPYMHeNme Ha
AATaE AEAHMKM, U3 KOTOPLIX OepyT Hada-
AO MHOTME pPeKM, KaK TeKylMe Ha ceeep, B
Poccuio, Tak 1 OTHOCsIUMECS] K HECCTOHMHOMY
6acceliHy BHyTpeHHein A3um.

Ha Ykoke HaiaeHo Goaee 1500 apxeo-
AOTMYECKMX MaMSITHUKOB PA3HOTO BpeMeH!,
M3 KOTOPBIX OCOBEHHO U3BECTHBI CKMPCKME
ApPEBHOCTM. HeoBbIMHOCTL 3TOro HacAeausl
— B COXPAHHOCTM APXEOAOrMYECKUX OODL-
eKToB. bAaroaapsi KOHCepBUpPYOWEeMY BO3-
AEVCTBMIO BEYHOM MEP3AOTLI, B COYETaHUMU
C CYXMM KAMMATOM, B HEMOTPEBOYKEHHbLIX
MamsiTHMKaxX YKOKa AOWAM AO HaC OpraHu-
YecKMe MaTepuaAnbl, U3AEAUsI U3 AepeBa U
KO>KM, KOTOpbIE MOYTU HMKOTAQ He rora-
AQIOT B PYKM apXxeoAoros. BruicokoropHoe
MAATO MPUBAEKAAO PA3AUYHbIE STHOCLI, CMe-
HsIBIUIME APYT Apyra Ha 3TOW Tepputopum
Cco BpemeH naseoamta. Ha Ykoke HamaeHbI
YHVKAAbHbIE  3aXOPOHEHMsT Ma3blPbIKCKOWM
KYABTYPbI CKMPCKOTO Kpyra, OGorarerwme
neTporaupmyeckme KOMIAEKChI, OrpoM-
HO€ KOAMYECTBO KYPraHoB, OOALIIMHCTBO
M3 KOTOPLIX elé He uccaeaoBaHo (Moao-
AVH U Ap., 2004). 3TO roBOPUT HE TOALKO
O B&)KHOM 3HauyeHUM YKOKa AAsl KOUEBHUKOB
APEBHOCTM U CPEAHEBEKOBbLSI, HO U CBUAE-
TEALCTBYET, YTO C APEBHENMWNX BPEMEH 3TO
MECTO SIBASIETCS] CAKPAABLHLIM AASI HACEAEHMSI
Antas (beaokypos, bearokyposa, 2010). Be-
POSITHO, BXKHLIM SAEMEHTOM CaKpaAM3aLmm
OLIAO MOKAOHEHME FOPaM — «KYALT FOP» XO-
POLLO MPOSIBAEH Y KOPEHHDLIX HAPOAOB AATasl
1 MoHroauu (IMotanos, 1946), a okpy»kato-
wme YKOK ropHbl€ COOPY>KE€HWUST OTHOCSTCS K

The Tabyn-Bogdo-Ola Mountains plays an
important role in determining the climate
and hydrology of a vast region of Eurasia.
The largest glaciers in Altai are concentrat-
ed here, and many rivers find their source
here as well, flowing north into Russia and
Inner Asia’s inland basin.

Over 1500 archeological monuments
from different eras have been found on
Ukok, including well-known Scythian era
sites. This legacy is unusual in the integ-
rity of the archeological sites. Thanks to
the preservative influence of permafrost in
combination with the area’s dry climate,
organic materials, including wooden and
leather artifacts — items that archeologists
almost never encounter — have survived
to the modern era in Ukok’s undisturbed
monuments. The high plateau has attracted
a succession of peoples since Paleolithic
times. Unique Scythian Pazyryk culture bur-
ials, rich petroglyph complexes, and a tre-
mendous number of kurgan burial mounds
(the majority of which have not been stud-
ied) (Molodin et al., 2004), are all found on
Ukok. This speaks not only to Ukok’s im-
portance to ancient and medieval nomads,
but also attests to the fact that since ancient
times this place has been sacred to Altai’s
population (Belokurov, Belokurova, 2010)
It is likely that idolizing mountains was a
significant element of this sacralization —
“mountain worship” is well known among
the indigenous peoples of Altai and Mon-
golia (Potapov, 1946) — and the mountains
surrounding Ukok number among the most
well known sacred mountains in Asia.

A large section of Ukok adjoining the in-
ternational border is a specially protected
area. According to Altai Republic decree
#168, dated 18 August 1994, the Ukok Qui-
et Zone (a nature reserve) was established
here, occupying 254,900 hectares (slightly
less than half the entire plateau) (Red Book
..., 2007). Later, this area acquired the sta-
tus of Nature Park, a status that it retains to-
day. In 1998, UNESCO recognized the park
as a World Heritage Site for Culture and Na-
ture within the “Golden Mountains of Altai”
nomination (“Golden Mountains f Altai”...,
1995).

Kanas National Reserve and the Burkin
Kanas Hao National Geopark are on the Chi-
nese side of the Tabyn-Bogdo-Ola Moun-
tains. The former area has been recognized
since 1986 as a national protected area,
while the second is a departmental protect-
ed area under the management of China’s
Ministry of Land and Resources. The pri-
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YMCAY HaMBOAEE M3BECTHDLIX CBSILEHHBIX FOpP
Asum.

Doabliasi yactb YKOKa, MpuMbIKarowas K
rOCYyAapPCTBEHHOW FpaHuLE, SIBASIETCSI OCO-
60 oxpaHsiemol Tepputopueit. MNocraHos-
AeHuem lpaeuTteabcTBa Pecriybankm AATai
or 18 aerycra 1994 r. N2168 3aech 6bira
obpasoBaHa «30Ha mMokosi YKok» (mpwu-
[POAHBLIM pe3epBar), 3aHMMalowwasl MAOIIAAD
254.,9 TbIC. TA (4yTb MEHEE MOAOBMHLI BCE-
ro naockoropbsi) (MapuHuH u Ap., 2000).
[To3ke 3Ta TEeppuUTOPMSsI MOAYYMAA CTaTyC
MPUPOAHOrO Nnapka, AeMCTBYIOLEro 1 B Ha-
crosiee Bpemsi. B 1998 r. B coctaBe HO-
MMUHaUMKU «30A0TblE€ Topbl AATasl» 3TOT NapK
Npu3HaH OBLEKTOM BCEMMPHOTO KYALTYP-
Horo um npupoaHoro Hacaeamsi FOHECKO
(3oaoTbIE TOPLI..., 1995).

C KUTaMCKOM CTOPOHLI K FOPHOMY Y3AY
TabbiH-borao-OAa MPUMBIKAIOT HALMOHAADL-
HbI pe3epBar «XaHac» U HALUMOHAALHDLIN
reonapk «bypkuH Kanac Xay». [epBbii ¢
1986 r. umeeT craryCc OBLEHALIMOHAALHOM
OOITT, BTOpPO#1 — BEAOMCTBEHHbIM, HAXOAUTCS
B BeA€HUN MMHUCTEPCTBA 3€MAM U PECYPCOB
KHP. T'AaBHbINi 06beKT oxpaHbl B 31ux OOTT
— YHUKaAbHOe ropHoe o3epo KaHac, oaHa u3
OCHOBHbIX LleAel — 06ecneunt CoXxpaHeHme
BOAHLIX PECYPCOB, YTO OYE€HDb aKTYaAbHO AASI
apviaHoro CMHbU3SIH-YWIrypckoro aBTOHOM-
Horo paioHa. C koHua 1990-x rr. passuBa-
€TCsl MPOLIECC CO3AAHMSI B 3TOM YacTn AATast
ME>KAYHAPOAHOM TPAHCTPAaHMYHOM OXpaHsie-
MOV TEPPUTOPUM U TPAHCIPAHUYHOTO OOL-
eKTa BCeMMPHOro Hacaeausl. [pumbikaowme
K Ykoky OOIIT MoHroamm n Kutas taioke
MOAAAM AOKYMEHTbI Ha BKAIOYEHME B CIMCOK
06bLEKTOB BCcemMpHOro Hacaeamsi KOHECKO,
B KasaxcraHe (3anaaHO-AATaNCKU 3aroBeA-
HUK U KaroH-Kaparaiickmii HauMOHaALHbIA
rnapK) AOKYMEHTbI HaXOASITCSl HAa CTaAuM Mo-
AQ4M 3as1BKM.

[Tpearo>keHust nposecTn Yepes YKOK AO-
pory u TpybonpoBoa u3 Poccumn B Kutai
BpPE€Msl OT BPEMEHM O3BYYMBAAUCL B Te-
YeHMe TOCAEAHMX ABYX Aecstuaetui. Ho
BO3MOXXHOCTL MPOKAAAKM ABTOMOOUALHOM
AMBO >KEAE3HOM AOPOTM BbI3bIBaAA pe3-
KU MPOTECT y aATaliLeB, B UICTOPUYECKOM
NPOWAOM KOTOPbIX ObIA MEPUOA KUTANCKO-
ro TMOAAAHCTBA, CBSI3AHHLI C >KECTOKUM
MOAABAEHMEM TMPAB MECTHOIO HAaCEAeHMsl.
Tpy6onpoBoA BOCNPUHUMAACS — CIOKOM-
Hee. Yrpo3a B O4e€peAHOi pa3 npuobpeaa
aktyaAabHOCTb B 2006 r., koraa [Npe3suaeHT
Poccun B.B. TlyTMH aHOHcMpoBaA MpoekT
«AATa» MO TPAHCMOPTUPOBKE POCCUIACKO-
ro rasa HarnpsiIMMK Yepe3s 3araAHbli y4acToK
rpanmubl Poccum ¢ Kutaem.

mary conservation target of these protected
areas is the unique mountain lake Kanas,
and one of the main conservation goals is
to ensure the protection of water resources,
a very important issue for the arid Xinjiang-
Uyghur Autonomous Region. Since the
late 1990s, a process has been underway
to establish an international transboundary
protected area and a transboundary world
heritage site in this part of Altai. Protected
areas adjoining Ukok in Mongolia and China
have also submitted applications to be in-
cluded in the UNESCO World Heritage Site,
and in Kazakhstan (Western Altai Biosphere
Reserve and Katon-Karagay National Park)
the application is being submitted.

Proposals to stretch a road and pipeline
across the Ukok Plateau from Russia into
China have been made from time to time
over the last two decades. However, the
possibility of a road or railroad being built
always resulted in sharp public outcry by Al-
taians, whose past history includes a period
of Chinese allegiance that saw brutal repres-
sion of the local population. A pipeline was
perceived more calmly. The threat once
again became relevant in 2006, when then
Russian President Vladimir Putin announced
the “Altai” project to transport Russian gas
directly through the western border of Rus-
sia and China.

Russia shares a huge border with China
to the east — over 4000 km in length — but
the only shared Russian-Chinese border to
the west is just 54 km long and is wedged
between Russia’s borders with Kazakhstan
and Mongolia along the Tabyn-Bogdo-Ola
ridge. The geography of the area is such
that the gas pipeline cannot be built in
avoidance of the plateau or even along its
edge. In order to cross over at Kanas Pass
as planned, it must be laid directly through
the Bertek Depression.

Mep3aroTHbie 6oroTa Yikoka. oto M. KapsikuHa.

Permafrost swamps of Ukok. Photo by I. Karyakin.
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Uctopms npobremnr’

lNepBoe cooblueHne o ToM, 4To rpymmna creuaancros PAO «[a3rpom» Ha4ara M3ydeHue BO3MOXKHOCTH TPAHCTIOPTUPOBKMI
rasa B KHP, nosiBurocb B neqatu B 1999 r. B rasete «3Be3aa AAtasi. Ikcnpeccr. [1aparieAbHO paspabaTtbiBAeTcs MpPOEKT
CTPOUTEALCTBA KPYMHOIO TPAHCIIOPTHOTO KOPUAOPA BAOAb Fa30IMPOBOAA.

B ceHtsi6pe 2002 T. MPOXOAUT KPYFAbIFI CTOA MO MPOBAEMAaM CTPOUTEALCTBA TPAHCIIOPTHOIO KOPMAOPA B PAaMKax
Me>KAYHAPOAHOM HAYHHO-TIPAKTUYECKON KOHGpepeHLMy «COXPaHEHUE STHOKYALTYPHOTO M GMOAOTMHECKOTO Pa3HOO6pasusi
FOPHbIX TEPPUTOPUI YEPE3 CTPATErMM YCTOMYUBOTO PA3BUTHSI», MOCBSILUEHHOM MeE>KAYHAPOAHOMY roAy rop rnoa sruaoii UNDP
u ripu ydactmv [IPOOH P,

B Hosi6pe 2005 r. MpupoAHbIE MapKu AATasi BLICTYNAIOT MPOTUB CTPOUTEALCTBA Aopory B Kutaii yepe3 Ykok®.

B maprte 2006 r., B xoAe Bu3uta B Kutaii, npesuaeHt Poccun B. TTytH 3asBuA, 4to K 2011 r. GyA€T MOCTPOEH SKCMOPTHDIA
rasonpoBoA B KHP, o koTopomy B nepcriektmBe GYAET TPAHCIIOPTUPOBATLCST A0 80 MAPA. TOHH MPUPOAHOTO rasa B roa. 1o
croBam B. TlytiHa, ras noviaet B Kutait mo ABymM mapupytam — 3 3anaaHoi u BocrouHos Cubupm. Ha AAtae CTpoMTeAbCcTBO
ra3sornpoBOAa NAAHUPYETCs M0 TOMY JK€ MapLIPyTy, YTO M TPAHCIOPTHLIA KOPUAOP Yepe3 YKOK.

B ceHts16pe 2007 r. B Pecriybanke AATasi 3aBepLiaeT CBoro paboty nposepoyHast kommuccys KOHECKO, koTopast crieLmMarbHO
MPUBLIAG HA AATAM IO CUTHAAY POCCUIICKOM M MEXKAYHAPOAHOM SKOAOTMYECKO! obwectBeHHocTH. Ha 32-1i ceccum Kommrera
BcemupHoro Hacreans1 FOHECKO B mtore 2008 r. B KaHaae no HomuHaumm «30A0Tble ropbl Aatast (Poccmiickas Peaepadins)»
6bir0 npuHsTO 3akAiodeHre N°768 rev, B KOTOPOM BBICKA3aHA 03a6OYEHHOCTDb MO COXPAHEHMIO YHUKAALHOTO MAOCKOTOPbSI
Yikok. B nyHkre N°4 otmeudeHo, uto Poccus, Kak crpaHa-y4actHuua KoHBeHLmM, He oTKa3arachb OT MAAHOB CTPOMTEALCTBA
TPAHCMOPTHOIO KOPUAOPA YEPE3 TEPPUTOPUIO BCEMUPHOM MPUPOAHOM 3HAYUMOCTH, YTO MOXKET MOCAY)KUTL OCHOBAHMEM AAST
AnieHms 31oi tepputopun cratyca KOHECKO.

C siHBapsi o Aekabpb 2008 r. Mo BCeyi CTPAHE MPOXOAUT OBLIEPOCCUIICKAsT OTKPBLITOYHAsST Kamranus «Cracau basikar —
Criacém YKok». JKoAorm cobparu 25 Thicsd moanmcedi rnoa obpauennem K [pesuaeHty Pd MeaseaeBy A.A. ¢ npocb6oit
BLICTYIMUTL TAPAHTOM IO COBAIOAEHMIO POCCHEli MEKAYHAPOAHBIX OOSI3aTEALCTB MO COXPAHEHMIO OOLEKTA BCEMMPHOIO
npupoaHoro Hacaeams KOHECKO u pa3paboTath aAbTEPHATUBHLIM MAapLIPYT ra30MpoBoAA «AATai», MUHYsT YKOK!®.

B 2008 r. B Mockse, KpacHosipcke, HoBocubmpcke, buiicke, bapHayre, TOpHO-AATAliCKE M APYrMX TOPOAAxX MpoLAQ
CPOTOBLICTABKA PABOT M3BECTHOTO AATANICKOTO (POTOXYAOXHMKA Mropsi XaitmaHa «YKOK — >KeMYY>KMHA AATtas. MHeHue
MOCETUTEAEN BLICTABKM OBIAO MOYTH EAMHOAYIIHBIM: «TAKMX AEBCTBEHHLIX MPUPOAHDIX M YHUKAABHBIX B KYALTY[PHOM OTHOLIEHUMN
MeCT, Kak YKOK, COBCEM HE MHOIO OCTaAOCh Ha Haueii naaHete. Cractv ux AAsl MOTOMKOB OT GEe3yMCTBA TEXHOKPATUM U
HEAAALHOBMAHBIX YAHOBHUKOB — OBILAST 3AAa4a BCEX OTBETCTBEHHDBIX M YECTHLIX AIOAEN».

Background’

The first mention that a team of Gazprom specialists had begun investigating the transport of natural gas to China oc-
curred in 1999 in the local newspaper Altai Star Express. Building a gas pipeline is unthinkable without a parallel transport
corridor, so a road construction project was simultaneously being developed.

In September 2002 during the International Scientific Practice Conference, a round table entitled, “Preserving the ethno-
cultural and biological diversity of the mountain region with sustainable development strategies” took place to discuss the
construction of a transportation corridor. The event was dedicated to UNDP’s International Year of Mountains, and round
table participants included UNDP-Russia®.

In November 2005, Altai Republic nature parks spoke out against the construction of a road to China through Ukok®.

During a visit to China in March 2006, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that an export gas pipeline to China would
be built by 2011 and would one day export up to 80 billion tons of natural gas annually. According to Putin, gas would en-
ter China along two routes in western and eastern Siberia. In Altai, the pipeline construction was planned along the same
route as the prior transportation corridor through the 54-km portion of the Russia-China border across the Ukok Plateau.

In September 2007, the UNESCO evaluation committee completed their assessment in the Altai Republic, having been
summoned by the Russian and international environmental community. The experts appraised the “Golden Mountains of
Altai” nomination in terms of natural world heritage and evaluated the threat posed by construction of a gas pipeline to
China. As a result, at the 32" session of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee on July 2—10, 2008, in Quebec, Canada,
Conclusion #768 rev. was adopted with respect to the “Golden Mountains of Altai (Russian Federation)” nomination,
expressing concern for the preservation of the unique Ukok Plateau. In the fourth point, it was noted that Russia, a partici-
pant country in the Convention, did not deny plans to construct a transportation corridor in an area of worldwide natural
significance — a fact that may result in revocation of the territory’s UNESCO status.

Between January and December 2008, a national postcard campaign, “We saved Baikal — Let’s save Ukok” took place.
Environmentalists collected 25,000 signatures and turned to Russian President Medvedev, calling on him to honor Rus-
sia’s international commitments to preserve and protect the UNESCO World Heritage Site and calling for him to develop
an alternative route for the Altai gas pipeline that bypasses the Ukok Plateau'®.

In 2008 well-known Altai photographer Igor Haitman’s photography exhibition entitled “Ukok — Pearl of Altai” opened
in Moscow, Krasnoyarsk, Novosibirsk, Biysk, Barnaul, Gorno-Altaisk, and other cities. Visitors to the exhibit were mostly
unanimous: “Places with such pristine nature and unique cultural elements as Ukok are few and far between on our planet.
Saving them from reckless technocracy and short-sighted bureaucracy for our descendents is the common goal of all
responsible and honest people.”

http://saveukok.ru/wp-content/uploads/201 1 /02 /Uctopusi-npobaembl.doc
http://www.volgainform.ru/allnews/56028/
http://www.bistorg.ru/ru/citybis/news/arch/2005/one_news923-4-8.html?npatt=print
http://www.wwf.ru/about/where_we_work/altay/gaspipe/
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AoanHa p. Kaarytbl.
@®orto 3. HuKkoAeHKo.

Kalguty River valley.
Photo by E. Nikolenko.

Poccusi umeeT orpoMHyIo NMo MPOTSKEH-
HOCTM rpanmuy ¢ Kuraem Ha Boctoke — 60-
Aee 4000 kM. Ho eAMHCTBEHHDLIN y4dacTok
rpaHuubl ¢ 3anaaHoim Kutaem, npoTsiykeH-
HOCTbIO 54 KM, BKAMHMBAETCSI MEXKAY rpa-
Huuamm Poccum ¢ KasaxctaHom m MoH-
roAven, U MNPOXOAUT MO TOPHOMY Y3AY
TabbiH-borao-Oaa. Teorpadumsi aToro me-
CTa TaKoOBa, YTO ra3onpoOBOA HEBO3MOKHO
MPOTSIHYTb, MUHYsI MAOCKOTOPLE MAM TA€-
TO MO €ro Kpailo — 4YToObl BLIATM Ha mep.
KaHac, Kak nAaHMpPYyeTCsl, OH AOAYKEH ObITh
MPOAO’KEH Mpsimo Yyepes bepTtexkckyo KOT-
AOBUHY.

CTpouTeALCTBO rasonpoBoAa «AATan» ye-
pe3 YKOK HECOBMECTMMO CO CTaTyCOM O6b-
eKTa BCEMMPHOIO TMPUPOAHOTO HACAEAMsI
IOHECKO, o 4éMm yske BLIAO MpeAyrnpesKAe-
Hue Komureta (AokymeHT FOHECKO...N°768
rev., 2008). HapyieHne obs3aTeALCTB, CBsI-
3aHHDLIX C COXPAaHEHWEM BCEMUPHOIO HacAe-
AVIS1, YXYAIIUT MEXKAYHAPOAHDIA MMUAXK CTPa-
Hbl. K TOMy >Kke, 3aaeTbl OYAYT M MHTEpPECDI
coceAel — BeAb ra30MNpPOBOA Yepe3 YKOK cae-
AaeT HEBO3MOXKHLIM (DOPMMPOBAHME TPAHC-
rPaHMYHOTO OBLEKTA MPUPOAHOTO HACAEAMSI
IOHECKO. YuutbiBasi ocoboe OTHOwEHWE
aATaiiueB K YKOKY, CEPbLE3HLI yAap Oyaer
HaHeCEH TpaaMLMsIM U KYALTYPE MECTHLIX
SKUTEAEN.

Apyroii acnekt npobAEMbI: SKOHOMMYE-
CKasl OrMpaBAAHHOCTL rasorposoaa. Vcxoas
U3 MPUPOAHLIX YCAOBUI U CAABOM OCBOEH-
HOCTU TEPPUTOPUN, YEepPe3 KOTOPYIO AOA-
JK€H MPOWTU rasorpoBOA, 3aTpartbl Ha €ro
CTPOUTEALCTBO OKaKYTCSl OrpOMHbIMU. [pun
3ToM, B CuHbU3sIHe cocpeaotodyeHo 60%
KUTAMCKMX 3aracos rasa u Hept, n3 MHoO-
I'MX UCTOYHMKOB CAEAYET, YTO ra3 Hy>K€H Ha

Construction of the Altai Gas Pipeline
across Ukok is incompatible with its status
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, as the
Committee has already warned (UNESCO
document #768 rev., 2008). Violating com-
mitments to preserve world heritage dam-
ages the country’s international image. Its
neighbors’ interests are also affected, as a
pipeline across Ukok would render it impos-
sible to establish a transboundary UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Considering the special
connection that Altaians have with Ukok, it
would be a serious blow to the traditions
and culture of local residents.

Another aspect of the issue is the gas
pipeline’s economic justification. Construc-
tion expenses are expected to be very high,
given Ukok’s natural conditions and the
weak infrastructure of the region through
which the pipeline would pass. Moreover,
60% of China’s gas and oil reserves is con-
centrated in Xinjiang, and many sources
indicate that the gas is needed in China’s
east, not the west. One view suggests that
the pipeline’s construction may only be an
excuse for renewed proposals to build a
road and railroad directly connecting China
and Russia. Chinese interest in having direct
access to western Siberia is completely un-
derstandable. One only has to review the
events of the last 15 years in the Far East,
where rich natural resources are being le-
gally and illegally scooped up and sent to
China (Lyapustin et al., 2008).

A review of the market for wild animal
parts in the Altai-Sayan region indicates that
harvest levels of hunting species in great
demand (musk deer, bear, red maral deer)
in China and other Southeast Asian coun-
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[TreHub cTernHoro opAa
(Aquila nipalensis) B
rHesae.

oro C. Baxosa.

Nestlings of the Steppe
Eagle (Aquila nipalen-
sis) in the nest.

Photo by S. Vazhov.

BocTtoke Kutas, a He Ha 3anaae. CywecrByer
TOYKA 3PEHMsl, YTO MPOKAAAKA Fa30MPOBOAA
cama o cebe MOXKET OKa3aTbCsl AMILL MOBO-
AOM BO30OOHOBAEHMsI MPOEKTOB MPOKAAAKM
MarucTpaam U >KEA€3HOM AOPOIM HarpsiMUK
n3 Kuras B Poccuio. A vHTEepec kurariues
MOAYYMTDL MPSIMOIA MyTh B 3anaaHyio Cubvpn
BMOAHE TMOHsITEeH. AOCTaTO4YHO MOCMOTPETL
Ha MpOoLecchl, MAylIMe nocaeaHue 15 et Ha
AanbHem Bocrtoke, rae npupoaHbie 6orarcrsa
BbIYEPILIBAIOTCS] AETAALHO Y HEAETaAbHO AAST
otnpaeku B Kutait (AsinyctuH u aAp., 2008).
NccaeaoBaHMe pbIHKA AEPUBATOB AUKMX YKU-
BOTHLIX B AATae-CasiHCKOM permoHe rnokasbl-
BAaeT, 4ToO AOOLIMAa BOCTpeboBaHHLIX B Kutae
n crpaHax lOro-BocrouHoi Asmm OXOTHU-
YbMX BMAOB (Kabapra, MEABEAL, MapaA) Mpe-
BblllaeT OOMLIMAALHO YCTAHOBAEHHYIO HOP-
my B 10-100 pa3 (CmeasiHCckui, HukoaeHko,
2010). BbiBO3 AepuBaTOB M3 pervoHa MAET
yepes AaabHui Boctok nam yepes KasaxcraH
1 AQKE MPY 3TOM AAMHHOM MyTy GU3HEC peH-
TabeAeH. YTo X roBoputb 06 3KOHOMUYE-
CKOM MHTepece, KOTOPbLIM CTOUT 3a NAaHaMu1
MOAYYUTL Y€pPEe3 HEAOCTYIHbIE, MOKA, ropbl
MPsIMOM TPAHCMOPTHLIM Kopuaop. B atnx
YCAOBUSIX AKE TEXHMYECKAs! AOPOra, HeOb-
XOAVIMAsI AASI OOCAYXKMBAHMsI Ta30MPOBOAQ,
CTAHET <HAXOAKOM» AASl KOHTPABGAHAMCTOB,
Mo KOTOPOM IOXKHOCUOUPCKME TMPUPOAHDIE
6orarcra Harpsimyto NMoTeKyT M3 CTPAHDI.

Takvm 06pasom, MOAyYasl rasOnpPOBOA,
Kuralii noAyyaer taioke npsiMon nytb B 3a-
naaHyio Cubupb, 4yto camo rno cebe oTse-
YaeT HaUMOHAALHLIM MHTEpEeCcaM KUTaMCKOM
CTOPOHBLI. A HACKOALKO B 3TOM MPOEKTE ra-
30MPOBOAQ YYTE€Hbl HaLUMOHAaAbHLIE MHTEpPe-
cbl Pocann?

tries is 10-100 times higher than officially
permitted levels (Smelansky, Nikolenko,
2010). Export of animal parts from Altai oc-
curs via the Far East and Kazakhstan, and
despite those great distances, it remains a
profitable business. And then there is the
plan behind the plans — an economic inter-
est in acquiring a direct transportation cor-
ridor through currently inaccessible moun-
tains. In these conditions, even the service
road that is necessary for pipeline mainte-
nance will be serendipitous for smugglers,
allowing southern Siberian natural riches to
flow directly out of the country.

In obtaining the pipeline, China will also
receive a direct path into Western Siberia,
a fact that in and of itself meets national in-
terests on the Chinese side. The question is
— to what extent does this natural gas pipe-
line meet Russia’s national interests?

The threat hanging over Ukok is multidi-
mensional, affecting many arenas — natural,
social, economic, and political.

How will this threat play out for raptors?
The main issue regarding the pipeline for
raptors is that during construction and any
future development in the area that may
result in increased accessibility, a globally
important refuge will be destroyed. Many
species have survived various “depressions
and blows” in this refuge, living stably in
the high altitude area’s severe conditions
and thus preserving a certain “reserve of a
unique gene pool.”

Recent research (Vazhov et al., current
collection) on Ukok shows that it is home
to many rare species listed in the IUCN Red
List (2010), the Russian Red Book (2001)
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INpobrema Homepa

Bua Ha A€A0BLINT paioH
rOpPHOro MaccmBa
Ta6biH-borao-Ona.

®oto P. bekmaHcypoBa.

Landscape of the
Tabyn-Bogdo-Ola
Mountains. Photo by
R. Bekmansurov.

Kax nokasaHo Bbllle, yrpo3a, HaBucLasi HaaA
YKOKOM, MHOTOIMAAQHOBAs1, KacarolasiCsl MHO-
IMX acrekToB U MPUPOAHLIX, U COLIMAALHDIX,
M 3KOHOMMYECKMX, U MOAUTMYECKUX. OaHa-
KO, YEM OHA MOXKET OBEPHYTLCS AASI MOMTYAS-
UMl XMIWHLIX NTUU? OCHOBHAS yrpo3a nepHa-
TbIM XMILHMKAM OT MPOKAQAKM Fa30MpPOBOAA B
TOM, YTO B MPOLIECCE CTPOMKM U AAALHENLIETO
PAa3BUTVSI TEPPUTOPUM, KOTOPOE MOYKET MO-
CA€AOBAaTh 3a YBEAMYEHVEM €€ AOCTYIMHOCTU,
BOyAET YHUYTOXKEH PeddyryM MUPOBOTO Mac-
wraba, B KOTOPOM MOMYASILIMM MHOTMX BUAOB
NepPe>XMBaAU PasAUYHLIE «A€TMPEeCcCUMU U Mo-
TPSICEHUSI» U AO CUX MOP CTABMABLHO Cylue-
CTBYIOT B CYPOBbIX YCAOBMSIX BLICOKOTOPUM,
TEM CaMbIM COXPAHsIsl OMPEAEAEHHLIN «pe-
3€PB YHMKAALHOTO reHOhOHAQ».

Kak caeayeT u3 MOCA€AHUX UCCAEAOBAHUM
(BaXkOB U Ap., HACTOSIWLMI COOPHMK), HA YKO-
K€ OOUTAIOT MHOTME PEAKME BUADI, BKAIOYEH-
Hole Kak B KpacHbii cnimcok MCOIT (IUCN,
2010), tak u B KpacHbvle kHurm Pd (2001)
(KK Pd) n Pecriybavkm Aataii (2007) (KK
PA), Npu 3TOM MX YMCAEHHOCTL Ha YKOKe
OCTaéTCsl CTABUALHOI. DTO CTEMHOM OpPEA
(Aquila nipalensis) (KK Pd, KK PA), uncaeH-
HOCTbL MMPOBOVM MOMyAsILMM KOTOporo (eé
OCHOBHas1 YacTb cocpeaotoyeHa B Poccum m
KazaxcraHe) ctpemuteAbHO cokpawaeTcsl B
rnocAeAHMe roAbl (Poccuiickuin cTenHom npo-
eKT..., 2011); 6aroban (Falco cherrug) (KK
Pd, KK PA), YNCA€HHOCTbL MUPOBOV MOMYAsl-
UMM KOTOPOrO CTPEMUTEALHO COKpALIAEeTCs],
a YNCAEHHOCTb OAHOWM M3 CaMbIX KPYMHLIX B
apeane BuAa, Aatae-CastHCKOWM, MOMyAsLUMU
cokpatraach Ha 20% 3a 7 aet (2003-2010)
(KapsikuH u Ap., 2010); 6opoaay (Gypaetus
barbatus) (KK Pd, KK PA) — kpaiiHe peaAkui
BUA, YMCA€HHOCTL KPYMHENIen POCCUNCKON
MOMYASILIMM KOTOPOTO, COCPEAOTOYEHHOV B
Antae-CasiHCKOM pEervoHe, OLleHUBAETCsl He

(Red Book, Russian Federation), and the
Altai Republic Red Book (2007). Moreo-
ver, their populations on Ukok remain quite
stable. These birds include the Steppe Ea-
gle (Aquila nipalensis) (Red Book of Russia,
Red Book of Altai Republic), whose global
population (its bulk is located in Russia and
Kazakhstan) has dropped precipitously in
recent years (Russian Steppe Project ...,
2011); the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) (Red
Book of Russia, Red Book of Altai Republic),
also a rapidly decreasing global population,
with the Altai-Sayan population, one of the
largest in the species’ range, dropping by
20% over 7 years (2003-2010) (Karyakin et
al., 2010); the extremely rare Lammergeier
(Gypaetus barbatus) (Red Book of Russia,
Red Book of Altai Republic), with its largest
Russian population centered in the Altai-
Sayan region estimated at no more than
142 pairs (Karyakin et al., 2009); Golden Ea-
gle (Aquila chrysaetos) (Red Book of Russia,
Red Book of Altai Republic); Upland Buzzard
(Buteo hemilasius) (Red Book of Altai Re-
public); and Merlin (Falco columbarius) (Ad-
dendum to Red Book of Altai Republic: list
of species requiring special attention). All of
these species are currently doing quite well,
but are extremely sensitive to the impacts
of increased human economic activity. It is
these species that populate the Bertekskaya
Basin and will face the main impact of gas
pipeline construction. Pipeline construction
will lead to destruction and changes in the
habitat of these rare raptor species, events
that will inevitably result in a reduction in
their respective populations.

The Altai natural gas pipeline project
contradicts Russia’s obligations within
UNESCO’s framework for the protection of
world cultural and natural heritage sites, as
well as violating a whole range of laws in
Russia and Altai Republic. However, neither
these laws nor Russia’s international obliga-
tions are seen as insurmountable barriers
to the pipeline’s construction. As we have
seen with Olympics construction works
within the Sochi National Park and prepa-
rations for the Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration Summit in the Russian Far East, the
government has an “if it's forbidden, but
you really want to, then it’s okay” approach
to Russian laws. The country’s laws are
changed, sometimes even retroactively, in
order to meet the needs of specific building
projects. If the Russian and world communi-
ties cannot find a more effective means of
influencing political decision-making, the
same fate awaits Ukok Plateau as well.
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bopoaa4 (Gypaetus
barbatus).
doto 3. HuKkoAeHko.

Lammergeier (Gypaetus
barbatus).
Photo by E. Nikolenko.

6oree yem B 142 napul (KapsikuH u ap., 2009);
6epkyT (Aquila chrysaetos) (KK Pd, KK PA),
MOXHOHOIMI KypraHHuk (Buteo hemilasius)
(KK PA), aepbHuk (Falco columbarius) (Mpu-
rokeHue K KK PA: cnincok BMAOB YKMBOTHDIX,
HY>KAQIOWMXCsT B OCOOOM BHYMAHMM) — BUADI,
MOKa BIMOAHE OAArornoAyYHble, HO KpaiiHe
YSI3BMMbIE MEPEA Pa3BUTUEM XO3SIMCTBEHHOM
AESITEALHOCTU YeAroBeKa. VMIMEHHO 3Tu BUAbLI
HaceasitoT bepreKkckylo KOTAOBMHY M Mona-
AQIOT MOA FAABHLIA YAAP CTPOUTEALCTBA Fa30-
nposoaa. [Mpokraaka rasonpoBoaa BEAET K
YHUUTOXKEHMIO M UBMEHEHUIO MECT OOUTAHMSI
3TUX PEAKMX BUAOB MEPHATLIX XMUILHUKOB, 3a
YeM HEMMHYEMO MOCAEAYET NAaA€HUE UX YNC-
A€HHOCTU.

[1poekr rasonposoaa «AATai» MAET Bpas-
pe3 ¢ obsizateAabcTBamMu Poccum B pamkax
KonBeHunn IOHECKO 06 oxpaHe Bcemup-
HOTO KYALTYPHOIO M NMPVPOAHOTO HaCAEAMs,
a TaKke HapywaeT LIeAbId PSIA HOPM 3aKko-
HoAateAbcTBa Poccuiickort Meaepaunun u
Pecny6amky Aatain. OAHAKO, HU 3T HOPMBI,
HUM MeXKAyHapoAHble obsizateAbctBa Poccum
He MOryT ObITb HEMPEOAOAMMON MPErpaAom
CTPOUTEALCTBY. Kak nokasbiBaeT OrbIT «<OAUM-
NMUIACKUX cTpoek» Ha Ttepputopum CouuH-
CKOTO HaLMOHAALHOTO Mapka U MOArOTOBKU
K CAMMUTY TMXOOKEAHCKMX CTPaH Ha AaAb-
Hem Bocroke, [MpaBUTEALCTBO OTHOCUTCST K
POCCUIACKOMY 3aKOHOAATEALCTBO MO MPUH-
LMY <«©CAM HEeAb3sl, HO OYEeHb XOYeTcsl, TO
MO>KHO». 3aKOHOAATEALCTBO CTPAHbLI MEHSIIOT
(A@KE 3aAHMM YMCAOM), YTOOLI MOAOTHATDL
€ro MoA NOTPeBHOCTN KOHKPETHLIX CTPOEK.
Takas yyacThb MOXKET OXKMAATDL U NAATO YKOK,
€CAM MMPOBasi M POCCUICKAs OBIEeCTBEH-
HOCTb HE HaAyT 6oAaee >ppeKTMBHbLIE MyTH
BAMSIHMSI HA PELleHMs] TOAUTMKOB.
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