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NMNOTEPU HAYKW

OJIEI BUW1bEBUY MUTPOINOJIbCKWUIN (1938-2017)

B Houb ¢ 23 Ha 24 cpeBpanrst 2017 r. B ropoae TaukeH-
T€ MOCAE TSHKEAOM U MPOAOAKMTEALHOM GOAE3HM YLEA
M3 XKU3HU BEAYLIMI OPHUTOAOT Y36€eKMCTaHa 1 KPYIHDIi
CMELMAAMCT B OOAACTM MEXKBMAOBLIX B3AMMOOTHOLLIEHMIA
MO3BOHOUYHDLIX M 6ECMO3BOHOYHDBIX >KMBOTHLIX B MPUPOA-
HbIX oyarax yymbl B CpeaHeln A3umu, 300A0T LIMPOKOTO
NPOgUASI, AOKTOP OMOAOIMYECKMX HayK, npodreccop
Oner BuabeBny MUTPOMOALCKUIA.

Onaer BuabeBny MUTPOMOALCKUI POAMACS 10 OKTAGPsI
1938 r. B ropoae Kasanu. Tam >xke B 1957-1961 rr. oH
YUMACS HA BroAormyeckom doakyastete KasaHcKoro yHu-
BEpPCUTETA, TA€ HACTaBHMKOM €ero craa Bukrop Aaekce-
eBnY [1ornoB, KOTOPbLIA MPUHAAAEKAA K A€HVHIPAACKON
LIKOAE OPHUTOAOTOB M BbIA BAU3KMM APYTOM TaKMX BbIAA-
IOLMXCS1 OPHUTOAOTOB, Kak M.A. AoarywmH, K.A. OamH,
A.C. Manbuesckuii. [oa ero pykosoacteom Oaer Buane-
Bu4Y B 1957 1. coBepluaeTr CBOIO MEPBYIO 300A0TMYECKYIO
3KCMeAMLMIO Mo cpeaHemy [ToBoaxKbio.

Oner BuabeBud MUTPOMOALCKMIA,
AHrpeHckoe rnaaro (3200 m Haa
ypoBHeM Mops1), 3anaaHbiii TaHb-LlaHb,
ntoAb 2006 r. doto M. MUTPOMoAbCKoro.

Oleg V. Mitropolskiy, Angrenskoe
plateau (elevation 3200 m),
Western Tyan-Shan, July 2016.
Photo by M. Mitropolskiy.

On the night of February 239 to 24™ 2017 in Tash-
kent, after a serious illness, the leading ornithologist
of Uzbekistan and an expert in interspecies relations
of vertebrates and invertebrates in plague hot spots in
Middle Asia, a zoologist of a wide profile, Doctor of
Biological Sciences, Professor Oleg Vilievich Mitropol-
skiy passed away.

Oleg Mitropolskiy was born on October 10, 1938 in
Kazan. In the same place in 1957-1961 he studied at
the Biological Faculty of Kazan University, where his
teacher was V.A. Popov, who was of the Leningrad
school of ornithologists and was a close friend of such
outstanding ornithologists as I.A. Dolgushin, K.A. Yu-
din, A.S. Malchevsky. Under his direction, in 1957
Oleg made his first zoological expedition in the Middle
Volga region.

Oleg Mitropolskiy devoted his entire academic ca-
reer to work in an antiplague system in the territory
of Kazakhstan and Central Asia. From 1961 to 1967
he worked on the peninsulas of Mangyshlak and Bu-
zachi; in 1968 — in the Ural-Emba interfluve. In 1969,
Oleg worked in Transcaucasia for several months. But
in November, 1969 he moved to Uzbekistan and since
then he had been living permanently in Tashkent and
working at the Uzbek anti-plague station, analyzing the
ornithofauna and theriofauna of both Uzbekistan itself
and surrounding territories of Kazakhstan and other re-
publics of the Central Asian region.

Oner Buabesny Mutpornioabckmii, CeBepHbiii AFAAPKYAD, arpeAb
2006 r. ®oto M. MUTPOMOALCKOrO.

Oleg V. Mitropolskiy, Norhern Aydarkul, April 2006.
Photo by M. Mitropolskiy.



Obituary

Raptors Conservation 2017, 34 115

Oaer BuabeBUY MOCBSITUA BCIO CBOIO HAYYHYIO A€SITEAL-
HOCTbL paboTe B MPOTMBOYYMHOW CUMCTEME HA TEPPUTO-
pumn KasaxcraHa u CpeaHeit Asumn. C 1961 no 1967 roa
OH paboTaeT Ha MoAyocTpoBax MaHrbiwAak v bysaun; B
1968 r. — B Yparo-OMOeHCKoM mexkaypeybe. B 1969 r.
HECKOALKO MecsiueB Oaer BuabeBuu pabortaa B 3akae-
kasbe. Ho yske B Hosi6pe 1969 r. oH nepebpancs B Y3-
GEKMCTaH 1 C TeX MOP MOCTOSIHHO XXMA B TawkeHTe u pa-
6oTan B Y36€KCKOM MPOTMBOYYMHOW CTAHLIMM, UCCAEAYs]
opHUTOhayHy U TeprodhayHy Kak camoro Y36eKkucraHa,
Tak U npuaekaumx Tepputopmin KasaxcraHa u apyrmux
pecnybank pervioHa CpeaHein Azum.

OCHOBHOW 3KCMEAULMOHHBLIN «MoAuroH» Oaera Bu-
AbeBUMYa — nycTbiHM CpeaHeit A3um, 0COBEHHO MYCTbIHU
TypaHa — Koi3biAkym, YcTiopT, Yparo-DMOeHCKoe MeX-
Aypeune, [Npuapasse, foroaHas crenb u Ap. B cBomx
MHOTOAETHMX 3SKCMEAMLIMOHHLIX MOE3AKaX OH HEeMAaAo
paboTaa 1 B MYCTbIHHBIX HU3KOTOPLSIX, & Y)Ke Ha pybe-
e XX n XXI cr1., B cBsA3M € yyactmem B TpaHCrpaHMyHOM
rnpoeKTe Mo coxpaHeHuio 3anaaHoro TsHb-LlaHs, ycnea
MO3HAKOMMTLCST U C BLICOKOTOPHOW (hayHOM 3TOM Camom
3araaHol okoHe4yHocTu TsHb-LlaHs.

Oner BuabeBMd MUTPOMOALCKMIA — OAMH U3 CaMbIX
rPaMOTHLIX M 3HaroWmMX OpHUTOAOroB CpeaHer Asuu.
K Hauvary XXI ct., nocae yxoaa P.H. MekaeHbypuesa u
A1O. Kawkapoa, OH OCTaACsl €AMHCTBEHHLIM AMAEPOM
yY36EKCKMX OPHUTOAOTOB. OH BCEraa BLIA MOAOH TEX AU
VIHLIX VIAEW, MPUYEM KKAOE U3 YBAEUYEHUI OCTaBASIAO
BIOAHE OLIyTUMbIE Hay4Hble pe3yAbTathl. Tak, B Te4eHne
80-x rr. XX CT. AOMMHMPYIOWMM OLIAO YBAEYEHUE OO-
rorueri. C 1995 r. y Oaera BuabeBuya nosiBUAOCH HO-
BO€ YBA€YEHME — MAEYEBLIE KOCTU, KOTOPOE OH MO3)Ke
Ha3BaA LIeAOM HayKol — Xymepoaoruen. K Hacrosiuemy
BPEMEHM KOAAEKLIMSI MACUEBbIX KOCTEM MTUL HACUMTbIBA-
et cBoiwe 10000 3k3. okoro 1000 BraoB. U3 HMx c6opbl
MO XMLIHBIM NTULIAM U coBaM HacumTbiBatoT 700 k3. 52-x
BMAOB. K KOAAEKTMPOBaHMIO NAeyeBbiX kocteirt Oaer Bu-
ALEBUY MPULEA HE CAy4ariHo. [MpopaboTas BCio >KM3HDL B
MPOTMBOYYMHOM CUCTEME, OH YAEASIA OCODOE BHMMAaHME
M3YYEHMIO MUTAHUST KaK AHEBHbIX, TaK M HOYHbIX XMIUHbIX
NTULL — 3TO OLIAO OAHOM M3 OCHOB €ro AESITEALHOCTU. A
NAEYEBLIE KOCTM MO3BOASIAM BOAEE MOAHO MAEHTUOU-
LMPOBAaTL BUAOBYIO MPUHAAAEIKHOCTL MTULL M3 TOraAOK.
MHOrMEe U3 3TUX AAHHLIX TaK M OCTAAUCh HE OMyOAUKO-
BaHDI.

B 1987 roay Oaer BuAbeBMY COBMECTHO CO CBOMMM
koareramu (ILI1. TpetbsikoBbiM 1 D.P. dotreaepom) npu-
HMMAasl aKTUBHOE y4acTue B CO3AAHUMN 4-TOMHOV CBOAKM
«[tnubl Y3bekucraHar, MyOAUKYIOT Pa3A€A MO XMILHLIM
ntvuam?®. B HEM, NPMBOAATCSI CBEAEHMS] MO MEPBO-
My HalAeHHoMy rHe3ay kymasi (Gyps himalayensis) B
V3beKkuctaHe B BLICOKOTOPbsIX [Mammpo-Aaas. Ocobo
MHTEpPEeCeH o4epK Mo KypraHHuky (Buteo rufinus), rae
MPUBEAEHDLI AQHHbLIE MO MOAYCOTHE THE3A 3TOro BMAA B
nycrbiHe KbI3bIAKYM M CpOKam rHE3AOBOTO LIMKAA BUAA. B
2005 roay BuiwAa ero moHorpadust «bruopasHoobpasme
3anaaHoro TsaHb-LaHs. Matepuaabl K M3y4YeHMIo NTUL U

The main expeditionary “practice ground” for Oleg
were the deserts of Central Asia, especially the deserts
of Turan — Kyzylkum, Ustyurt, Ural-Emba interfluve,
Aral Sea region, Mirzachol (lit. Hungry steppe) etc. In
many years of his field trips, he worked a lot in the de-
sert low-hill terrains, and already at the turn of XX and
XXI century, because of the participation in the Cross-
border project on the preservation of the Western Tien
Shan, he managed to get to know the high-mountain
fauna of this westernmost extreme point of the Tien
Shan.

Oleg Mitropolskiy is one of the most competent and
skilled ornithologists of Central Asia. By the beginning
of the XXI century, after the departure of R.N. Meck-
lenburtsev and D.Yu. Kashkarov he remained the only

OCTPAHEHHE 10XHO-a3aTCKMX BOgHO-

ITHbIX 8308 MmUY 8 CpeaHei Asun.

|perynApHbIe 3aneThh k casepy o
[HE34080r0 apeana

Oner BuabeBnd MUTPOMOALCKMIT HA KOHCDEPEHLIMM, MOCBSILUEHHOMR
100-Aetnio M.A. AoarymmHa, 28 mapta 2008 r. doto O. beasrosa.

Oleg V. Mitropolskiy at the conference dedicated to the 100"
anniversary I.A. Dolgushin, March 28, 2008. Photo by O. Belyalov.

leader of Uzbek ornithologists. He was always full of
certain ideas, and each of his passions had quite tan-
gible scientific results. Thus, during the 80’s of the XX
century the dominant position had his passion of oolo-
gy. Since 1995, Oleg had a new hobby — humeri, which
he later called the science — humerology. To date, the
collection of birds humeri has more than 10,000 speci-
mens of about 1000 species, where collection of rap-
tors and owls has 700 specimens of 52 species. Oleg
had come to collecting humeri for a reason. Having
worked in the anti-plague system for his life, he paid
special attention to the study of nutrition of both day
and night raptors — this was one of the bases of his
work. And the humeri made it possible to more fully
identify the species belonging of birds from undigested
remnants of food regurgitated by birds. Many of these
data remained unpublished.

In 1987, Oleg Mitropolskiy together with his col-
leagues (G.P. Tretiyakov and E.R. Fotteler) taking an ac-
tive part in the creation of a 4-volume report “Birds
of Uzbekistan”, published a section on raptors?. There

25 http://rrren.ru/ru/archives/11194
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MAeROMUTaloWMx B HacceiiHax pek YUmpumk u AxaHra-
paH», TA€ MpMBEAEH 0O30p MO PACPOCTPAHEHMIO YMC-
AE€HHOCTM XMIHBIX MTULL M COB B BACCEMHAX YKA3AHHDIX
pek Ha Tepputopumn 3anaaHoro TsHb-llans. ComectHo
c A.K. PyctamoBbim Oaer BMALEBMY MOATOTOBMA OUY€PKM
MO COBaM K MEPBOMY TOMY PErMOHaALHOM CBOAKM «[1Tn-
ubl Cpeanen Asumn» (2007).

C 2006 no 2008 r. Oaer BuabeBnY MCKOAECUA BECh
VY36eKkuncraH ot naato YCTiopT A0 (DepraHcKoi AOAVHBI 1
npearopuit Tnccapo-Aaas, onncas 16 Tepputopuit No
npoexty «KAioyeBble OPHUTOAOTMYECKME TEPPUTOPUN
Y36€KMCTaHa», AASI KOTOPLIX 3HAYMMOCTL OXPAHDI XMIL-
HLIX MTWL M COB, MOCAYXKMAM paspaboTkam CTparermii
no coxpaHenmto 6arobana (Falco cherrug) v crepssiTHu-
ka (Neophron percnopterus) B Y36ekucraHe. Briepsoie
Oaerom BuabeBuuem B YabekucraHe ObIA BCTPEYEH Aar-
rap (Falco jugger) B cpeaHem TeueHun pexu Coipaapbsi B
anpeae 2006 roaa.

C nepBbix HoMepoB Oaer BuabeBuY ObIA B YMCAE pea-
KOAAETMM JKyPHana «[lepHaTtbie XUILHUKY U X OXPaHan.

[MocaeaHen paBoTOV MO XMIUHLIM MTULIAM CTaA OYEPK
MO TYPKEeCTaHCKOMY TIOBUKY (Accipiter badius) B cBoa-
Ky «[Trmubl Poccum m conpeaeabHbIX TeppUTopuit», KO-
Topyto Oaer BuAbeBMY yCrieA 3aKOHYMTL BYKBAALHO 3a
MOATOAA AO CMEPTH.

YWwéA 13 >KM3HUM HEOPAMHAPHDLIA YEAOBEK — KPYIMHDLIN
YUYEHDLIN Y BEAMKUI TPY>KEHMK, OTell TPEX AOYEpPEN, ACA
WeCTU BHYKOB; YacCTb M3 HMX MOIIAU MO €ro cronam, us-
OpaB 300AOTMIO AEAOM CBOEM >XM3HU. MIM MPOAOAKATD
A€AO, HayaToe MX OTLIOM M A€AOM. A B MamsiTU ero cra-
pLIx Apy3eit u 6oree MOAOALIX KoArer Oaer Buabesnu
HABCETAA OCTAHETCSI YEAOBEKOM, BAIOOAEHHBIM B MPUPO-
AY M B Ay4lee U3 €€ TBOPEHUN — NTULL.

A.®. Koswapn,

IMpe3uaeHT MeH36MPOBCKOrO OPHUTOAOTUYECKOTO
obuecra n Coro3a oxpaHbl ntuu KasaxcraHa

M.T. MUTpONOALCKUA,

Ipeaceaatear TiomeHcKoro otaeaeHus Coro3a oxXpaHbl
nmmu Poccun

Oner Buabesud MuTpOnoAbCkuii, SIMaHKymbl, LIeHTpaabHbie
Koi3biakymbl, anpeas 2012 r. oto M. [pyLILIHOA.

Oleg V. Mitropolskiy, Norhern Aydarkul, April 2012.
Photo by M. Ciritsina.

the information is presented on the first found nest of
Himalayan Vulture (Gyps himalayensis) in Uzbekistan in
the highlands of the Pamir-Alai. Of particular interest is
the essay about Long-Legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus),
which gives data on fifty nests of this species in the
Kyzylkum desert and the terms of the species nesting
cycle. In 2005 he published his monograph “Biodiver-
sity of the Western Tien Shan. Materials for the study
of birds and mammals in the Chirchik and Akhangaran
basins”, which provides an overview of the abundance
of raptors and owils in the basins of these rivers in the
Western Tien Shan. Together with A.K. Rustamov, Oleg
Vilievich made essays about owls for the first volume of
the monograph “Birds of Middle Asia” (2007).

From 2006 to 2008, Oleg traveled all over Uzbeki-
stan from the Ustyurt plateau to the Fergana valley and
the foothills of Gissar-Alai, describing 16 territories un-
der the project “Important Bird Areas of Uzbekistan”,
for which the importance of protecting raptors and
owls served to develop strategies for the conservation
of the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) and the Egyptian
Vulture (Neophron percnopterus) in Uzbekistan. For the
first time, Oleg met Laggar Falcon (Falco jugger) in Uz-
bekistan in the middle reaches of the river Syr-Darya in
April 2006.

From the first issues, Oleg Mitropolskiy was among
the editorial staff of the magazine “Raptors and Their
Protection”.

The last work on raptors was the essay on the Shikra
(Accipiter badius) for the report “Birds of Russia and
surrounding territories”, which Oleg Villievich man-
aged to finish literally six months before his death.

A special person passed away — a great scientist and
a hard worker, father of three daughters, grandfather of
six grandchildren; some of them followed in his foot-
steps, choosing zoology as the work of their life. They
will continue the work which was started by their father
and grandfather. And in the memory of his old friends
and younger colleagues, Oleg Mitropolskiy will forever
be a man in love with nature and the best of its crea-
tures — the birds.

A.F. Kovshar

President of the Menzbier Ornithological Society and
Bird Conservation Union of Kazakhstan

M.G. Mitropolskiy,

Chairman of the Tyumen Branch of the Russian Bird
Conservation Union



