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Pe3iome

Crarbsi MOATOTOBA€HA MO PE3yALTaTaM CEPUM UCCAEAOBAHWIA, MPOBOAMBLIMXCS B Ervnte ¢ Hauara aekabpsi 2012 r. no
mar 2018 r. OCHOBHO LIEALIO MCCAEAOBAHMSI OLIAO U3YHEHME PA3SMHOXKEHMSI MECTHON OCEANOM MOMYASILIMM JKEATO-
KAIOBOTO KopuyHa (Milvus aegyptius). B o6wei cAOKHOCTY ObIAM OBHAPY)KEHDI 74 AKTMBHLIX THE3AQ M 2 HEAKTMBHLIX
rHE3Aa JKEATOKAIOBOTO KOPIyHa B OKpecTHOCTsIX Kanpa, Aykcopa, Ha o3epe Haccep u psiaom ¢ AGy-Crmbea.
KaroueBrie cAoBa: nepHartble XMWHUKU, XMLIHbIE NTULLI, YEPHLIA KoplyH, Milvus migrans, JX@ATOKAIOBLIM KOPILIYH,

Milvus aegyptius, rnesaoanue, Eruner.

Moctynnaa B peaakumio: 15.11.2018 r. lMpunaTa Kk ny6ankaumm: 22.12.2018 1.

Abstract

The article is based on a series of surveys started in early December 2012 and ended in May 2018. The main goal
of the study was a survey of the local resident breeding population of Yellow-Billed Kite (Milvus aegyptius). In
total, 74 active nests and 2 inactive nests of Yellow-Billed Kite were found in surroundings of Cairo, Luxor, Lake

Nasser and Abu Simbel.
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BeeaeHne

AO HeAaBHMX MOP >KEATOKAIOBLIA KOPLIYH
(Milvus migrans aegyptius) paccmarpyBan-
Cl Kak MoABMA 4YépHoro KkopuyHa (Milvus
migrans), HO Ternepb €ro CYUTAIOT MOAHOLIEH-
HbiM BuaoM. CyliectByeT ABA MOABMAA — HO-
MVIHATVBHLIM ~ aegyptius, BCTpeYalomincs B
CeBEepPO-BOCTO4HON AddpUKE U IOXKHOM Yactu

Introduction

Until recently Yellow-Billed Kite Milvus
migrans aegyptius was considered as a sub-
species of Black Kite Milvus migrans, but
now it is commonly regarded as a full spe-
cies. It has two subspecies that are nomi-
nate aegyptius in NE Africa (and S Arabia)
and ssp. parasitus in the rest of sub-Sahara
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ApaBUIACKOTO MOAYOCTPOBa, U ssp. Parasitus,
OBUTAIOWMIA B TPOMNMYECKOM YacTn AdPUKM K
tory ot Caxapbl. B3pocabie >KeAToKAtoBbIE KOP-
LWYHbI MMEIOT BoAee SIPKUI PLDKUIA LIBET TeAd
1 TOAOBY TOTO >KE LIBETA, BOAEE Y3KME KPbIALSI
C 3a0CTPEHHLIMM KOHLIAMM (BCETO TMSITh «MaAL-
LIEB») Y HECKOALKO BOA€E TAYOOKYIO BLIEMKY Ha
XBOCTE, YeM YEPHLIN KoplyH. Ero Aerko y3Harb
IO MOAHOCTLIO YKEATOMY KAIOBY. JKE@ATOKAIOBLIN
KOPIYH, KaK MPaBUAO, BLIMASIAUT OAHOPOAHO
OKpaAlLEeHHbIM, HE UMEET HMKAKMX BbIPKEHHbBIX
OTMETOK Ha HVKHEN CTOPOHE KpbiAa, a Heroe
MOA€ Ha OCHOBAHMM MEPBUYHDLIX MAaXOBbLIX Bbl-
pakeHo caabo (Forsman, 2016).

JKEeATOKAIOBLIA KOPLIYH — PEAKMIA OCEAALIN
THE3ASIUMIACST BUA A€ALTbI M AOAMHBLI P. Hua.
[TOCKOALKY Y B3POCABLIX MTULL MECTHOWM THE3AS1-
LIENCs MOMYASILIMN KAIOB XKEATDLIN, TO UX AETKO
OTAMUMTL OT B3POCALIX MUIpaHToB M3 EBpa-
31U, KOTOPbLIE MMEIOT YEPHbLIA KAIOB. [He3Ao-
BaHME ErUMEeTCKOM MOMYASILMM  MPOUCXOAUT
C Aekabpsi mo umioHb (Goodman, Meininger,
1989). llleann (Shelley, 1872) ytBeprkaan, 4to
3TO MHOTOYMCAEHHDIM BUA MO BCEM AOAMHE U
Aeaste Huaa. CeroaHst oH OYEBMAHO PEAOK B
CEBEPHOM YacTu AEALTbl, M HET HMKAKUX He-
AABHMX CBEAEHMI KacaTeAbHO PasMHOYKEHMsI
3TOrO BMAA B OKPECTHOCTSIX IAb-Daittom u Cy-
3LIKOrO KaHaAa. Ha rHe3A0BaHMM JKEATOKAIOBbI
KOpwyH 6bIA HaaeH B ABy-CumbBeA 1 npea-
MOAOYKUTEALHO THE3AUTCSI U B APYTMX MecTax
BAOAL nobepexxnbst ozepa Hacep (Goodman,
Meininger, 1989). AaHHas cTaTbsi MOArOTOB-
A€Ha MO pe3yAbTaTam HEAABHMX MCCAEAOBaHWM
MOMYASILIMM XKEATOKAIOBOTO KopuiyHa B Ervrnite
€ 2012 no 2018 roavl, 1 MOATBEPIYKAAET THE3-
ASILIMIACS cTatyc BMAa B Ervnte, B yactHoctn B
OKpecTHOCTsIX o3epa Hacep.

MeToABI M 06AACTL MCCAECAOBAHMI
Ob6caeroBaHMe TEPPUTOPMM OLIAO HAYaTo
B Hadane Aekabpsi 2012 M OKOHYEHO B Mae
2018. OCHOBHO¥ LIEABIO BLIAO M3YUYUThL MECT-
HYIO OCEAAYIO THE3AOBYIO MOMYASILMIO JKEA-
TOKAIOBOTO KOpLUIyHa. MeCTHble rHe3Asiumecst
KOPUYHbI A€TKO OTAMUYMMDI OT MPMILABIX MU-
TPAHTOB MO OKPAaCy U YUCTO >KEATOMY LIBETY
KAtoBa. Taloke rHesasumecs NTvubl AepyKarcs
HEMOAAAEKY OT CBOMIX THE3A AASI YXKMBaHMSI
MAM THE3AOBaHUsl. Mbl OOCAEAOBaAM Ha ABTO-
MOGUAE MOAXOASILIME MECTA AASI THE3AOBAHMSI
s1oro Buaa B Lapm-Iab-Lenxe, CaHT KsTpuH,
IAb-Abbaca, Kavpe, Aykcope, Acyare, osepe
Haccep u A6y-CrmbeA. BOABIMHCTBO THE3AO-
BLIX YYACTKOB MOCEIAAMCH HA ABTOMOOMAE, 3a
VUICKAIOYEHMEM OCTPOBOB M CKAA 3ariaAHoOM Ya-
crv o3epa Haccep ot AcyaHa a0 ABy-Cumben,
KoTopbie ObiAv 0bcreaoBaHbl B 2016-2017
roaax C AOAKkM. [locae BbiCAAKM Ha OCTPOB

JKeatokarosbiit KopuyH (Milvus migrans aegyptius).
SHBapnb 2013. doto M. Xabuba.

Yellow-Billed Kite (Milvus migrans aegyptius).
January, 2013. Photo by M. Habib.

Africa. Adult Milvus aegyptius are more
brightly rufous with concolorus head, nar-
rower wing and more pointed wingtip (only
five fingers) and slightly more deeply forked
tail than Black Kite; it always identified by
all-yellow bill. Yellow-Billed Kite as a rule
appear rather uniform, lacking any strong
markings on the flight feather of the under-
wing and the lighter window of the prima-
ries is poorly defined (Forsman, 2016).

Yellow-Billed Kite is a scarce resident
breeding species in the delta and valley of
the Nile. Adults of Egyptian breeding form
has yellow bills and could be easily distin-
guished in the field from adult of Eurasian
migrants which have black bills. The Egyp-
tian breeding population nests between
December and June (Goodman, Meininger,
1989). Shelley (1872) stated that this spe-
cies was abundant throughout Delta and
Valley of the Nile. Nowadays it is decidedly
rare in the northern part of the Delta and
there are no recent breeding records from
the Faiyum or Suez Canal areas. The spe-
cies has been found breeding at Abu Simbel
and presumably does so elsewhere along
the shore of Lake Nasser (Goodman, Mein-
inger, 1989). This paper documents recent
surveys of Yellow-Billed Kite in Egypt from
2012-2018 and confirms the breeding sta-
tus in Egypt especially at Lake Nasser.

Methods and Study Areas

A new series of surveys started in early
December 2012 and ended in May 2018.
Main goal was to survey the local resident
breeding population of Milvus aegyptius.
Distinguishing local breeders from migrat-
ing and wintering individuals is not difficult
based on plumage and clear yellow bill. Lo-



232

INepHarbie XUILHUKKU 1 nx oxpaHa 2018, 37

U3yueHne nepHaTbiX XUILHUKOB

Ta6a. 1. [Hé3aa sxeaTokAtoBOro KopiuyHa (Milvus aegyptius), HalIAEHHbIE B XOA€ MOAEBbIX MCcAeaoBaHuii B Erunre B 2012-2018 rr. v ux craryc.
Hymepauusi Touek 06HapysKeHusi THE3A COOTBETCTBYET HyMepaumm Ha puc. 1.

Table 1. Yellow-Billed Kite (Milvus aegyptius) nests found during surveys in Egypt from 2012-2018 and their status. The numbering of the
nest locations corresponds to that in fig. 1.

CoAepixumoe riessa

T'ne3ao / Nest Nest contents

MreHub!
(Bo3pacr B
AHSIX)
Aata MecTto Craryc AktnBHoe HeaktmBHoe flitua Nestlings (age,
N¢ Date Location Status Active  Non-active Eggs days)
1 01/2014 Kaup / Cairo BeposiTHoe rHe3aoBaHue 2 1
Probable breeding
2 01/2014-2017 Ayxcop / Luxor BeposiTHoe rHe3aoBaHve 2
Probable breeding
3  04/2013-2015 A66aca / Abbasa HeT rHesaoBaHwmsi
Not breeding
4 01/2011-2017 AcyaH / Aswan BeposiTHoe rHe3aoBaHve 2
Probable breeding
5 25/04/2017 Osepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  HesaoBanue / Breeding 1 2 (35-40)
6* 26/04/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [He3aosaHue / Breeding 1 4
7 28/04/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [He3aosaHue / Breeding 1 1 (20)
8 29/04/2017 Ogzepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  [He3aoBaHue / Breeding 1 1 (20)
9 29/04/2017 Osepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  HesaoBanue / Breeding 1 1 (20)
10 29/04/2017 Osepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  Hert rHe3aoBaHus1 1
Not breeding
11 30/04/2017 Ogzepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [HesaoBaHue / Breeding 1 2 (30-35)
12 30/04/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  HesaoBaHue / Breeding 1
13 30/04/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [He3aosaHue / Breeding 1
14 01/05/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [He3aosaHue / Breeding 1
15 01/05/2017 byxta Kopcko / Korsko Bay [He3aoBaHMe / Breeding 11
16 02/05/2017 Osepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  'HesaoBanue / Breeding 1
17 02/05/2017 Xpam Amaaa / Amada Temple T[He3aosaHue / Breeding 1 1 2 (20)
18 02/05/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [He3aosaHue / Breeding 1 1 (20-25)
19 02/05/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [He3aoBaHue / Breeding 1
20 02/05/2017 Osepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  HesaoBanue / Breeding 1 2(2)
21 02/05/2017 Kaccep M6pum / Kasser [He3aoBaHue / Breeding 1 1(21)
Ibreem
22 02/05/2017 Ogzepo Haccep / Lake Nasser ['HesaoBaHue / Breeding 1
23 02/05/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser  HesaoBanue / Breeding 1
24 02/05/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser [He3aoBaHue / Breeding 1
25 02/05/2017 Oszepo Haccep / Lake Nasser ['He3aosaHue / Breeding 1
26 02/05/2017 Ogzepo Haccep / Lake Nasser ['HesaoBaHue / Breeding 2
27 03/05/2017 K 3anaay ot o-Ba Toumka [He3roBaHMe / Breeding 18
Around West of Toshika island
28 04/05/2017 K Boctoky ot o-Ba Towmka [He3roBaHMe / Breeding 12
Around East of Toshika Island
29 04/05/2017 O-B Towmka He3aoBaHMe / Breeding 1 2 2 (8-10)
Toshika Island
30 04/05/2017 O-B Towmka [He3proBaHMe / Breeding 1 2 (20)
Toshika Islan
31 05/05/2017 Byxta A6y Cumbea [He3aoBaHve / Breeding 4
Abu Simbel Bay
Bcero / Total 74 2

Mpumeyanne / Note: * - camka c 4€pHbuim katoBom! / female with a black bill!

MTULILI HA HEM BLISIBASIAVICL M MIOACHUTLIBAAMCH
C BO3BLILLAIOWMXCST OO30PHBIX TOYEK, AASI CHU-
JKeHus1 chakTopa HGecriokoncrea. Bpemst roce-
WeHMsl THE3A OrpaHMYMBAAOCL Makcumym 15
MUHYTaMU, & GOABIIMHCTBE JKE CAYYAEB 3aHM-
MaAO MEHEe MATM MMHYT. Mbl YYUTbIBAAUM YMC-
AO aKTMBHLIX THE3A, KOTOPOE OMNPEAEAIAOCh
KaK CyMMApPHOE YMCAO 3aHSITLIX U MyCTYIOWMX
rHE3A, HO KOTOPLIE OYEBMAHO AGOHMPOBAANCD
B TEKylleM rHe3p0BOoM ce3oHe (Bibby et al.,

cal breeders also stay close to the nest for
courtship or nesting. Most of the promising
nesting sites were surveyed by car at Sharm
El Shekh, Saint Katherine, El Abbasa, Cairo,
Luxor Aswan Lake Nasser & Abu Simbel.
Most of the nesting sites were reached by
a car except islands and cliffs at the west-
ern side of Lake Nasser from Aswan to Abu
Simbel that were surveyed in 2016-17 from
the boat. After landing on an island birds



Raptor Research

Raptors Conservation 2018, 37 233

2007). Nokaumm Bcex
rHE3A GLIAV MOAYYEHDI
c nomouubto GPS. THes-
AOBbIE  y4YaCTKM  MO-
CellaACh  HECKOALKO
pas B cepum KOPOTKUX
npoeepok.  [lepeoe
nocelenve 6bir0 20
Aekabpsi 2012 roaa,
3atem 15  sHBaps
2013, 20 dpeBpans
2014, c 24 anpeas no
5 mas 2016, 2017 un
2018. Mbl MCNOAbL30O-
BaAM OMHOKAM U 3pU-
TeAbHble TPYObLl Zeiss,
AASL MIAEHTUDMKALNN,
HaBAIOAEHMST 3a  MO-
BEACHMEM, MOACYETA
NTEHLOB,  OCOBEHHO
Ms1 THE3A B TPYAHO-
AOCTYTHLIX ~ MecCTax,
TaKMX Kak ckaabl. [Toa-
CY4éTbl  MPOBOAVAUCL
METOAOM  CIMAOIIHOIO
yuéTa.

Pe3yAbTaTbl
B xoae unccrenosa-
HUI Mbl OBHAPYXXMAM

3UMYIOIMX  YEPHDLIX
KOPILYHOB (Milvus
migrans) B /ykco-

pe, Acyane, Abbace,
Wapm-Iab-Ueinixe,

26° 28°

Yucyo raésn B TOUKE
Number of nests in the point

200 © 1
@ 2-4
@ 5-12
@ 13-18
J |
| |
3 ETMIET
“s EGYET
25° BT “" )
B e
| I
/ |
23 ”’Lf}"\’ i j‘" e
| b
100 ’ 0 100 200 Ki
EF—

31°30"

Yucnao raésn B TOUKe

23°30"

23°00"

22°30
¢

Number of nests in the point

40 Kilometers

Cant KotpuH 1 A6y-Cumben.

MeCTHBIX

THE3ASINXCSI

JKEATOKAIOBLIX

KkopuyHos (Milvus aegyptius) mbl Hawau
ToAbKO B Kaumpe, Aykcope, Ha o3epe Hac-
cep 1 B ABy-Cumben (1aba. 1, puc. 1). Bce-
ro 6LIAO OBHapPY>KEHO 74 aKTUMBHLIX U 2 CTa-

PbIX THe3AQa.

Ta6A. 2. EXXeroAHbIN rTHE3A0BOT LIMKA JKEATOKAIOBOTO KopuuyHa B Ervnre.

Table 2. Annual breeding cycle of Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius in Egypt.

TMepuoa pasmHoxkennsn / Breeding activity Muk / Peak period
3aHsITMe rHe3A0BOro yyacrka B TeyeHue Bcero roaa
Occupation of home range All year

TepputopnarLHOe NoBeAeHne 1 TOKoBaHMe
Territorial behavior and displaying

YXaKMBaHUE U CTPOUTEALCTBO THE3AQ
Courtship and nest building
Otkaaaka smu

Egg laying

Hacwkunsanne

Incubation

BbikapmMAMBaHMe NTEHLOB
Nestling period

AETHbIE BLIBOAKM
Fledgling period

SIHBapb — MapT
January to March
Aekabpb — cheBpannb
December to February
deBpanb — anpean
February to April
desparb — mait
February to May
Maprt — mai

March to May

Mati — aBrycr

May to August

32°00"

33°00" 33°30"

Puc. 1. PacnipeaeareHne akKTUBHDBIX THE3A JKEATOKAIO-
Boro KopuyHa (Milvus aegyptius), HallAeHHbIX B XoAe
rnoAeBbIX nccreaoBaHwii B Erunre B 2012-2018 rr.
Hymepaumst Todek 06HAPYsKEHMST THE3A COOTBETCTBYET
HyMepaumy B Taba. 1.

Fig. 1. Distribution of the Yellow-Billed Kite (Milvus
aegyptius) active nests found during surveys in Egypt
from 2012-2018 and their status. The numbering of
the nest locations corresponds to that in table 1.

were observed and counted from elevated
vantage points to prevent disturbance. Vis-
iting of nests was limited to maximum of 15
minutes, but often took less than 5 min. We
counted apparently occupied nests, defined
as the sum of occupied and unoccupied
nests that appear to have been used (active
nest) during the present breeding seasons
(Bibby et al., 2007). Positions of all nests
were recorded via GPS if possible. Nesting
sites were visited several times. The first
visit was on December 29 of 2012, and the
latter visits on 15 Jan 2013, 20 Feb 2014, 24
April — 5 May of 2016, 201782018. Zeiss
Binoculars and a spotting scope were used
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MayquMe NEePHAaTbLIX XULHWUKOB

JKeATokAloBble KOpLIYHbI
(Milvus aegyptius):
A-B — 6payHbie urps,

C — B3pocaas nrtmua

CO CTPOUTEALHBIM
MAaTEPUAAOM AASI THE3AQ,
D — B3pocaas (caeBa)

U MoAoAas (cripasa)
ATULIbI,

E~F — caérok tekyuero
roaa, G — MoroAas
nTMLA B MEPBYIO 31MY,
H — B3pocaast ntvua ¢
AOGbBITON PLIGOA.

doro M. Xabuba.

Yellow-Billed Kites
(Milvus aegyptius):
A-B — mating games,
C — adult bird with
material for nest build-
ing,

D — adult (left) and
young (right) Kites,
E-F — fledglings of
current

year, G — juvenile in
the first winter,

H — adult bird with
caught fish.

Photos by M. Habib.
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THE3AQ JKEATOKAIOBLIX
KOPIUYHOB Ha CTEHaxX
crapbix xpamoB — A-B,
THE3A0 Ha CKaAe (camKa
Ha Kraake) — C, KAaAKa
u3 3-x smu — D, nyxo-
Bbl€e MTEeHLDLI B THE3AE
Ha cKkaAe (2 nteHua u 2
swiua) — E, onepsiowmnii-
Cs1 MTEHeL B THe3A€ Ha
Tamapucke — F, Hoyéska
KopuryHoB — G.

doro M. Xabuba.

Nests of the Yellow-
Billed Kites on the walls
of old temples — A-B,
nest on the cliff (female
on clutch) — C, clutch
with 3 eggs — D, nest-
lings in the nest on the
cliff (2 nestlings and 2
eggs) — E, nestling in
the nest in the Tamarisk
tree — F, roosting site
-G

Photos by M. Habib.
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MB_y’-IEHMe NepHAaTbIX XUIHUKOB

IutaHne >KEATOKAIOBOTO
KoplyHa: A — rHe3A0

C OCTaHKamMm AOBBITBIX
pbi6, B — D — octaHku
PA3HDIX PbIG, AOBBITHIX
KOPLIYHaMM.

doro M. Xabuba.

Diet of the Yellow-Billed
Kite: A — nest with

the remains of fishes,

B — D - remains of the
different fishes preyed
by Kites.

Photos by M. Habib.

THe3AOBOe mMoBeAeHMe

B Erunte KopluyH HauvMHaeT KAacTb smiua ¢
dheBparst Mo anpeab (Taba. 2). MNMocaeaytowme
AAHHbIE MPUBOASITCSI HA OCHOBAHMM HaWMX Lie-
CTUAETHMX ICCAEAOBAHUN. JKEATOKAIOBBIN KOP-
WYH TEPPUTOPUAAEH, B IOXKHOM Yactn Ermnra
rnapbl HAYMHAIOT YXKMBAHUST U CTPOUTEALCTBO
FHE3AA C MOCAEAHEN HEAEAM AeKaOpsi Mo BTO-
pPYyio HeaeAto dheBpanst. [He3aoBasi MocTpoika
COOPY>KaeTCsl U3 3aCOXWMX BETBEM KyCTapHM-
KOB U Marepuanos, l'lpl/lHECéHHle Te€4yeHnem
C KOpabBAel 1 PLIBALKMX AOAOK, BLICTUAAETCS
LIEPCTLIO OBELL Y CYyXVIMU 3€AEHBIMM BOAOPOC-
AsiMU. PacrioraraioTcsl CBOM rHE3AA YKEATOKAIO-
Bble KOPIUYHbI HA CKaAax, Ha BepIUMHAX Tama-
PVICKOBBIX AEPEBLEB MAM HA CTapbiX 3AQHMsIX.
Taioke >KEATOKAIOBbIE KOPUIYHbI MOTYT 3aHW-
MarTb FHE3AOBLIE MOCTPOVKM MYCTLIHHOrO Oy-
poroaosoro BopoHa (Corvus ruficollis). THé3aa
VICTIOABL3YIOTCSI O MHOTY A€T, €XKErOAHO MOA-
HOBAsIEMbIE HOBLIMM BETKAMM.

OTKAAAKA sIMLL HAYMHAETCSI C TpeTbel He-
A€AU (heBpansi MO MEPBYIO HEAEAIO aripeAs..
Bcero B kraake OT 0aHOro A0 4 siuu. CAETKM
MOSIBASIIOTCSI CO BTOPOM HEAEAU Masl, MO KO-
HeLl UIOASL.

KopmoBoe noseaenmne

B okpectHoctsix Huaa u ozepa Haccep,
JKEATOKAIOBLIE KOPIUYHDLI AOBSIT >KMBYIO pbléy
Ha Huae. B rHe3A0BO C€30H camLbl SIBASIIOT-
Cs1 MPENMYILLECTBEHHDIMY AODBLITUMKAMM MWLM,
CHabKast AOBLIYEN CAMKY U MTEHLIOB B rHE3AE.
AvieTa cOCTOMT MPEeMMYIIECTBEHHO M3 PbibbI.
BuLiAynAeHMe NMTeHLIOB MPOUCXOAUT aCUMHXPOH-

for observing behavior, identification, and
counting nestlings at nests in difficult to
reach areas especially at cliffs. Counts were
made using the total count method.

Results

During the survey we found wintering Black
Kite M. migrans at Luxor, Aswan, Abbasa,
Sharm EI Shekh, Saint Kathrin and Abu Simbel.

Resident breeding Yellow-Billed Kite
M. aegyptius we found along Cairo, Lux-
or, Lake Nasser and Abu Simbel (table 1,
fig. 1). In total, 74 active nests and 2 in-
active nests were found.

Breeding behavior

In Egypt, Kites start laying eggs from Feb-
ruary till April (table 2). Based on six years
of observation, Yellow-Billed Kite are terri-
torial, and pairs start displaying, courtship
and building nests from the last week of De-
cember to the second week of Feb in south-
ern Egypt. Nests are made from twigs of dry
bushes and drifted materials from ships and
fishing boats lined with sheep wool or dry
green algae. Nests are built mainly on dliffs,
on top of Tamarisk trees or old building.
Nests of Brown-Necked Raven (Corvus ru-
ficollis) also could be used by Yellow-billed
Kites. Nest are used in successive years,
adding new twigs every year.

Bird started to lay eggs in clutches consist of
1-4 eggs from the third week of February to
the first week of April. Fledglings occur from
the second week of May to the end of July.
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JKeatokaoBbie
KOpIIYHDI: AMHSIIOIINE
niubl B aripeae (2016)
— A uBMmae (2017) - B,
C — B3pocabiif camell

C YKAOHOM B PbIXKYIO
mopapy, D — B3pocras
camKa C YKAOHOM B

TEMHYIO MOPy.
doro M. Xabuba.

Yellow-Billed Kites:
moulting in April
(2016) — A, and May
(2017) — B, adult male
of rufous morphs — C
and adult female of
dark morphs — D.
Photos by M. Habib.

B

HO, U CaAMKa MPOAOAYKAET HACKIKMBATL KAAQAKY,
BLIKAPMAMBAST YPKE BLIAYMMBLIMXCST MTEHLIOB.
B BLIKAPMAMBAHUM YYACTBYIOT 06a POAUTEASL.
Camka oborpeBaeTr MTeHLOB B TEYEHUE Mep-
BOWM HEAEAM, a CaMell MPUHOCUT CAMKE €Ay,
KOTOPO/ OHAa KOPMWT MNTeHUOB. [lpumepHO
yepe3 MeCsl MNTeHLbl HauyMHAIoOT CaMOCTOsI-
TEALHO €CTb MMy, AOCTABASIEMYIO POAUTEASIMU
B rHe3A0 (Cramp, Simmons, 1980). INocae Bbi-
A€Ta MOAOALIE KOPILYHLI BMECTE CO B3POCALIMMU
NTMLIAMM CKAMAMBAIOTCSI B PLIOOAOBELIKMX 3a-
AVIBAX U OKOAO MPUCTaHEMN, B O’KMAAHMU PbIG-
HbIX OTXOAOB.

AMHBKA

[MoAHasi AMHbKA MNPOXOAUT EXKETOAHO.
B3pocAbie 0cobM HAUMHAIOT AMHATL C Ha-
YaAOM THE3AOBOrO ce3oHa. Bpemsi AMHbLKM
BapLMpPYeT B PAa3HLIX YacTsx Adppuku, B 3a-
BMCUMMOCTM OT BPEMEHM Havaaa THE3AOBOIO
ce3oHa (Forsman, 2016). B Erunte nepsuy-
HblE MAaxOBble HAYMHAIOT AMHSITL Y CaMOK
paHblie, YEM Y CAMLIOB, & PYAM HauMHaIOT
AMHSITL MO3)KE MEPBUYHBIX MAXOBLIX.

O6cyxaenne

Ha ocHOBaHMM HAWMX MCCAEAOBAHMIA MOK-
HO pa3paboTarb CTPATErvio OXPaHbl THE3-
AOBBLIX APEAAOB M AAPECOBAThL HaWM PEKO-
meHaaumm Ervnerckomy [potektopary Aas
NPETBOPEHMsI UX B XKU3HL B OyAyiem.

Feeding behaviour

Along the Nile and Lake Nasser, birds for-
age over Nile banks searching for live fish.
The most nutrition for the Kite’s family is sup-
plied by a male during the breeding season.
He brings food to the nest for the female and
nestlings. The diet consists almost entirely
of fish. Hatching asynchronous and female
continue incubating while she feeds young.
Both parents care about nestlings. They are
brooded by female for the first week while a
male brings food to female who feeds young
bill-to bill. In about 30 days young kites start
eating prey brought by adults to a nest by
themselves (Cramp, Simmons, 1980). After
fledgling juvenile kites together with adults
gather around fisher men harbor and jetty
waiting for wastes & unwanted fish.

Moulting

Complete moult annually, adults normal-
ly start to moult at the onset of breeding.
Timing varies in different parts of Africa de-
pending on local breeding seasons (Fors-
man, 2016). In Egypt primaries start molt in
female before male and molt of a tail starts
later than primaries.

Discussion
Based on our surveys, a strategic plan can
be made to protect the breeding areas of
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U3yueHne nepHaTbiX XUILHUKOB

JKEeATOKAIOBLII KOPIIYH CTaAKMBAeTCsl C
Pa3AMYHLIMM  YIPO3aMu, CPEAU  KOTOPDLIX
MO>KHO BLIAGAUTL €BPOMENCKUX OXOTHUKOB,
OCOBEHHO OXOTHMKOB C ManbTbl, KOTOPLIE
6ecrnokosT NTMu M yOMBAIOT CAMOK, HaCK-
JKMBAIOWMX KAQAKY, YTO BLIAO 3a(PUKCMPOBA-
HO BO Bpemsi Hawen pabotol. Eme Goablwei
NPOGAEMON  SIBASIIOTCSI  MECTHblE  pPbibaky,
KOTOPbI€ BLICAOKMBAIOTCSl HA OCTPOBA B FHE3-
AOBOW MEPUOA M cOBMpaAIOT stiila. 3anpeT Ha
PLIGHYIO AOBAIO Ha o3epe Haccep Bo Bpemsi
HepecTta, BBEA€HHLII MECTHOM aAMMHUCTPA-
uMen, NMPUBEA K YBEAUYEHMIO YMCAA THE3A
KkopuyHa B 2017 r., o CpaBHEHMIO C MPeA-
WECTBYOIMM KOPOTKMM MEPUOAOM MOCAE
peBoaioummn ¢ 2012 no 2016 r. [Tomnmo Bbi-
LWEOMNMUCAHHOTO, TaK)Ke OKAasblBaTb BAUSIHME
Ha THE3ASIWMXCSl MTML MOXKET OpakoHbep-
cTBO B AeAbTe Huaa n Ha o3epe Haccep. He-
OOXOAVMMDI  AOTIOAHUTEABLHBIE MCCAEAOBAHMSI
AAst COOpa AAHHLIX B MEPUOA 3UMHEN OXOTbI.

baaroaapHocTn

S xouy NMOBAAroAapPUTL KPYU3HYIO KOMMA-
HUIO o3epa Haccep 3a noaaeps>kKy BO Bpems
nccaeaoBanmii 2017 r., u komnanuio Kapa
Lleficc 3a MpeAOCTaBA€HHOE AASl TMOAEBbLIX
MCCAEAOBaHM OOOPYAOBAHME.,

MoAOAOI SKEATOKAIOBLIN KOpLIYH. AripeAb, 2016 T.
oro M. Xabuba.

Immature Yellow-Billed Kite. April, 2016.
Photo by M. Habib.

Yellow-Billed Kite and to deliver recom-
mendation to the Egyptian Protectorate unit
for future implementation.

Yellow-Billed Kite faces different threats.
European hunters especially hunters from
Malta disturb the birds and killed females
incubating eggs, which was recorded dur-
ing our survey. More disturbance occurs
from local fishermen when they land on is-
lands during the breeding season
and collect eggs. Banning of fishing during
a breeding season of fish at Lake Nasser im-
posed by the local authorities increases the
number of nests in 2017 comparing with the
short previous period after revolution from
2012 till 2016. Additionally, illegal hunting
in the Nile delta and Lake Nasser may have
an effect on breeding birds. Further survey
is needed to investigate the situation during
winter hunting seasons.
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