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Knecrak M. lleppsn eBponeicKux COB.
lMonnmaHne 3KOAOIMM BMAOB M MAEHTH-
cukaumsa. Yncanra: Msaareancteo Opmo-
AycC, 2017. 206 c. (ISBN: 9789197865227).

A-p Mapuan Knecaak (1950-2016) — us-
BECTHDIV MOALCKUIA UCCAEAOBATEAL AHEBHbLIX
XMWHDLIX MTUL U COB, OCOBEHHO MHTEPECO-
BaBWMICS ux nepbsimu. 3a 30 A€T OH co-
6par camyio BOADLIYIO YACTHYIO KOAAEKLIMIO
nepLeB BCEX BMAOB MEPHATLIX XMIIHMKOB
3anaaHoti [NareapKkTvKy, B KOTOPOW UMEIOT-
Csl A€CSITKM DK3EMMASIPOB KaXKAOTO Buaa. B
CBOMX MyOAMKALIMSIX OH HEOAHOKPATHO MOA-
YEPKMBAA, YTO MAEHTUUKALINSI NEPLEB SIB-
ASIETCsI OAHOW M3 CAaBO PasBUTLIX OBAAcTe
MPVKAAAHOM OPHUTOAOTMM — OCOBEHHO MO
CPaBHEHMIO, CKKEM, C MAEHTUUKaLMein
NTUL B MOAETE MAM MO roAOCaMm, rHésaam,
siuam. JTa KHMra HarmmcaHa COTAACHO BU-
A€HUIO N MOAXOAAM, KOTOPLIE AOAKHDLI BOC-
MOAHUTL MHOrume l'lp06e/\bl B COBPEMEHHDLIX
3HaHUsSIX O NEePLsX COB. BHuMMaHue untareas
oBpawaeTcsi Ha BUOAOTMIO COB, MOCKOALKY
OHa BO BCEX CMBLICAAX TECHO CBsI3HA C orne-
peHvemM coB U ero cpyHkumsimu. [Noaesoi
OILIT ABTOPA MOAKPENASIETCS] €70 3HAHMSIMU,
MOAYYEHHBIMU NPV TECHOM COTPYAHUYECTBE
C 300MapKamy 1 LEHTPaMU NCKYCCTBEHHOTO
pa3BeAeHusl. ABTOP HE TOALKO OMNUCLIBA-
eT MAeHTU(pUKAUMIO NMepPLEB E€BPOMNeNncKUX
COB, HO TaloKe MPEACTABASIET B3aMMOCBSI3U
Me>XAY MOPCPOAOTMEN NMepPLEB, MOBEAEHUEM
M 3KOAOIMeEN 3TOM rPyIIbl ATULL.

MapuaH AlO6MA paboTath C MEPLSIMU U
MPOBOAMA Yacbi B CBO€V AOMalHeln Aabo-
paropum, u3Mmepsisi, B3BewuBas M poTo-
rpachupysi nepbsi. OH BCEraa 3aAaBaACs
BOMPOCOM «Kak 3TO paboraer?» u yrnopHO
MCKAA OTBETDLI, 0ObsICHEHMs1. B TO ke Bpemsi
OH UNCKAIOYMUTEALHO CAMOKPUTUYEH B TOM,
YTO KACAETCsl €r0 COBCTBEHHBIX OTKPLITHM.
Ero xputnyeckmnin noAxXoA B AErKOAOCTYII-
HOWM hOpMe M3AOXKEH Ha CTpaHMuax KHU-
M, YTO HABEPHSIKA OYAET MHTEPECHO Kak
OMLITHOMY UCCACAOBATEAIO, TAK U HOBUYKY.

TemaTnka KHUrM PACKPLIBAETCsI B MEPBLIX
rAQBax, MOCBSILEHHLIX OMMUCAHMIO MEepPLEB
COB, & TaKXKe MPEACTABAEHMIO GA30BOMN UH-
chopmaumm 0 HMX C 3a0CTPEHUEM BHMMA-

Cieslak M. Feathers of European owls. In-
sights into species ecology and identifi-
cation. Oriolus Publishing House, Uppsa-
la, 2017. 206 pp. (ISBN: 9789197865227).

Dr. Marian Cieslak (1950-2016) was a re-
nowned Polish researcher who studied birds
of prey and owls, with a special interest in
their feathers. Over 30 years, he assembled
the largest private collection of feathers of all
species within these groups present in the
Western Palaearctic. The extent of his col-
lection includes each species represented
by tens of specimens. In his publications, he
stressed repeatedly that feather identification
was one of the poorly-developed fields of
applied ornithology — especially when com-
pared for instance with flight identification, or
identification based on calls, nests or eggs.
The book reviewed here is consistent with the
vision and approach that should change that.
It pays attention to the biology of owls as it
related in all senses to their plumage and its
functions. The experience gained in the field
is augmented here by information obtained
during the author’s close cooperation with
zoos and other centres of captive breeding.
This has borne fruit in an extraordinary fusion
of information on ecology and on the mecha-
nisms underpinning plumage in owls.

Any reading of this book will bring the
personality of its author to light. I know for a
fact that he loved to work with feathers, and
would spend hours in his home lab measur-
ing, weighing and photographing them. But
he always asked new questions of “how does
this work?” and was dogged in seeking out
answers and explanations. At the same time,
he was exceptionally self-critical whenever his
own discoveries were concerned. Certainly, he
was open to the comments of others, and in
fact sought them out, considering that this en-
riched his knowledge. This critical approach is
also reflected quite readily in the pages of the
book, which is sure to prove interesting to the
experienced researcher as well as the novice.

The topic at first is introduced by chapters
devoted to descriptions of owl feathers, as
well as basic information on them, with at-
tention drawn to the specific features of flight



New Publications and Videos

Raptors Conservation 2019, 38 235

HUSI HA OCOBEHHOCTSIX MAXOBbLIX MEPLEB,
PYAEBbLIX U Kpoowux. B caeayrommx raaeax
ABTOP MEPEXOAUT K OMUCAHMIO aHOMAaAUM
nepbLeB, U3BMEHEHUSIM, CBSI3aHHLIM C U3HO-
COM repa, ero U3BMeH4YMBOCTM C TOUYKM 3pe-
HUsI pasmepa U OKpacku. VI3ameH4MBOCTDL
ornepeHusi paccMatpuBaeTCsl Ha YpPOBHE
OTPaKEHUSI OCOBEHHOCTEN MHAMBUAA: €TO
MOAA MAM BO3pAacTa, YTO, B CBOIO OYepPEeAb
MPOTMBOMOCTABASIETCS U3MEHEHMSIM, BbI-
3BaHHBLIM (paKkTOpamy OKpy’Kaiowen cpe-
Abl. Bceraa AM nurmMeHT pacripeaeasieTcs
OAMHAKOBO, VAU OH MOXKET U3MEHSITLCS C
BO3PacTOM VAU B 3aBUCMMOCTM OT Xapak-
TEPUCTUK CPEAbl OBUTAHUSI AAHHOM MTULbI?
N ecTb AM eAuHasi, CTPOro ornpeaeAé&HHasl
MOAEAbL pPa3BuTUsl ornepeHust y coe? Kak
3TO BAMSIET HAa UX CMOCOBHOCTL AOBLIBATL
nuy? U, B YaCTHOCTU, HAa YEM OCHOBbLIBA-
ercst ux 6eciyMHbI MOAET? OAMHAKOBA AU
peaxkums y npeAcTaBUTeAel pasHbIX BUAOB?
MAn, ecan ecTb pasAmMymsi, Ha YeM OHMU OC-
HOBaHbI?

OTBeTbl Ha 3TV BOMPOCHI OTHIOAL HE OAHO-
3HayHbl. HO mnokasaHo, 4TO KaXKAbli BUMA
MMEeT OTAEALHYIO MCTOPMIO M TMOAHMMAET
YBAEKAaTeAbHble BOMPOChl MEePEA UCCASAOBA-
TEASIMU.

ABGCOAIOTHO TOYHO, 3HAHMSI, MPEACTABAEH-
Hble B «[lepbsix eBpOonenckmx CoB», HE YAACT-
cs Hani1 Hu B Google Scholar, HM B Apyrux
Hay4HbIX 6a3ax AQHHbIX. BLIBOABI, CAE€AQHHbLIE
B KHUre, — 3TO KPOMOTAMBAsl paboTa aBTopa,
MoYEPIriHyTasl U3 ero COBCTBEHHLIX UCCAEAO-
BaHUM, XOTsl U C HEKOTOPLIMU AOTIOAHEHMSI-
MW, COCTAaBA€HHLIMM €r0 AABHUM KOAAETOM U
APYrOM AOKTOPOM 36urHeBom KBeLMHCKMUM.
DTO He MPOCTO KHUTa AASl AIOOUTEAEN me-
PLEB, HE MPOCTO KHUIA AASI AlOBUTEAEN COB,
HO paboTa, KOTOpPasi MOXKET YAOBAETBOPUTD
NOTPEBHOCTU MILYWMX 3HAHWUM OPHUTOAOTOB
M 3KOAOTrOB. Ml MOTOMY OYeHb peKOMeHAye-
masi!

KHura aoctynHa no ueHe 59 Espo B vHTep-
HeT-marasvHe NHBS*® 1 no ueHe 46 Eepo B
MHTEpHeT-marasute media-natur®.

Ietp TpsHosckuii (PULS, INo3HaHb, lNoAbla)

feathers, tail feathers and coverts. In further
chapters, the author goes on to describe
feather anomalies, changes associated with
wear of feathers or stress, and variability in
terms of dimensions and colours. Considera-
tion is given to the degree to which this re-
flects variability at the level of the individual,
or else gender or age, as opposed to being
dependent on environmental factors. Is pig-
ment always distributed in the same way, or
can that change with age or the quality of
the environment in which the given bird is
living? And is there one, precisely defined,
model for plumage development in owls?
How is their capacity to obtain food influ-
enced by this? And, specifically, what is their
silent flight based on? Do individuals of all
species react in the same way? Or, if there
are differences, on what are these based?

The answers to these questions are by
no means unequivocal. But each species is
shown to present a different story, and to
raise fascinating research questions. Never-
theless, things prove easier to understand
for a person able to call upon huge knowl-
edge and experience — and both shine out
from the pages of this book. However, |
could not help but be left with the impres-
sion that the content of the appendices is of
the clearest importance here.

For certain, the knowledge present in Feath-
ers of European Owls is of a kind that neither
Google Scholar, nor even other scientific da-
tabases, are able to offer. For the findings are
the author’s own work — gleaned from his
own research, albeit with certain appendices
drawn up by his long-term co-worker and
friend Dr Zbigniew Kwiecifski. Thus, this is
not merely a book for lovers of feathers; not
merely something for owl-lovers; but rather
a work that can meet the needs of all open-
minded ornithologists and ecologists. And to
be much recommended, therefore!

The Book is available in internet-shop
NHBS (€59)*¢ and in internet-shop media-
natur (€46)%.

Piotr Tryjanowski (PULS, Poznan, Poland)
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http://www.nhbs.com/feathers-of-european-owls-book

49 http://media-natur.com/CieslakFeathers-of-European-owls-insights-into-species-ecology-and-identification



