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КНИГИ

Киеслак М. Пåðьÿ åâðîпåéñêèх ñîâ. 
Пîíèìàíèå эêîëîãèè âèäîâ è èäåíòè-
ôèêàöèÿ. Упñàëà: Изäàòåëьñòâî Оðèî-
ëóñ, 2017. 206 ñ. (ISBN: 9789197865227).

Ä-р Марèан Кèåñлаê (1950–2016) – èç-
âåñòнûé ïîльñêèé èññлåдîâаòåль днåâнûõ 
õèùнûõ ïòèц è ñîâ, îñîбåннî èнòåрåñî-
âаâшèéñя èõ ïåрьямè. За 30 лåò îн ñî-
брал ñамую бîльшую ÷аñòную êîллåêцèю 
ïåрьåâ âñåõ âèдîâ ïåрнаòûõ õèùнèêîâ 
Заïаднîé Ïалåарêòèêè, â êîòîрîé èмåюò-
ñя дåñяòêè эêçåмïлярîâ êаждîгî âèда. Â 
ñâîèõ ïублèêацèяõ îн нåîднîêраòнî ïîд-
÷ёрêèâал, ÷òî èдåнòèфèêацèя ïåрьåâ яâ-
ляåòñя îднîé èç ñлабî раçâèòûõ îблаñòåé 
ïрèêладнîé îрнèòîлîгèè – îñîбåннî ïî 
ñраâнåнèю, ñêажåм, ñ èдåнòèфèêацèåé 
ïòèц â ïîлёòå èлè ïî гîлîñам, гнёçдам, 
яéцам. Эòа êнèга наïèñана ñîглаñнî âè-
дåнèю è ïîдõîдам, êîòîрûå дîлжнû âîñ-
ïîлнèòь мнîгèå ïрîбåлû â ñîâрåмåннûõ 
çнанèяõ î ïåрьяõ ñîâ. Âнèманèå ÷èòаòåля 
îбраùаåòñя на бèîлîгèю ñîâ, ïîñêîльêу 
îна âî âñåõ ñмûñлаõ òåñнî ñâяçна ñ îïå-
рåнèåм ñîâ è åгî фунêцèямè. Ïîлåâîé 
îïûò аâòîра ïîдêрåïляåòñя åгî çнанèямè, 
ïîлу÷åннûмè ïрè òåñнîм ñîòруднè÷åñòâå 
ñ çîîïарêамè è цåнòрамè èñêуññòâåннîгî 
раçâåдåнèя.  Àâòîр нå òîльêî îïèñûâа-
åò èдåнòèфèêацèю ïåрьåâ åâрîïåéñêèõ 
ñîâ, нî òаêжå ïрåдñòаâляåò âçаèмîñâяçè 
мåжду мîрфîлîгèåé ïåрьåâ, ïîâåдåнèåм 
è эêîлîгèåé эòîé груïïû ïòèц.

Марèан любèл рабîòаòь ñ ïåрьямè è 
ïрîâîдèл ÷аñû â ñâîåé дîмашнåé лабî-
раòîрèè, èçмåряя, âçâåшèâая è фîòî-
графèруя ïåрья. Он âñåгда çадаâалñя 
âîïрîñîм «êаê эòî рабîòаåò?» è уïîрнî 
èñêал îòâåòû, îбъяñнåнèя. Â òî жå âрåмя 
îн èñêлю÷èòåльнî ñамîêрèòè÷åн â òîм, 
÷òî êаñаåòñя åгî ñîбñòâåннûõ îòêрûòèé. 
Åгî êрèòè÷åñêèé ïîдõîд â лåгêîдîñòуï-
нîé фîрмå èçлîжåн на ñòранèцаõ êнè-
гè, ÷òî наâåрняêа будåò èнòåрåñнî êаê 
îïûòнîму èññлåдîâаòåлю, òаê è нîâè÷êу.

Тåмаòèêа êнèгè раñêрûâаåòñя â ïåрâûõ 
глаâаõ, ïîñâяùённûõ îïèñанèю ïåрьåâ 
ñîâ, а òаêжå ïрåдñòаâлåнèю баçîâîé èн-
фîрмацèè î нèõ ñ çаîñòрåнèåм âнèма-

Cieślak M. Feathers of European owls. In-
sights into species ecology and identifi-
cation. Oriolus Publishing House, Uppsa-
la, 2017. 206 pp. (ISBN: 9789197865227).

Dr. Marian Cieślak (1950–2016) was a re-
nowned Polish researcher who studied birds 
of prey and owls, with a special interest in 
their feathers. Over 30 years, he assembled 
the largest private collection of feathers of all 
species within these groups present in the 
Western Palaearctic. The extent of his col-
lection includes each species represented 
by tens of specimens. In his publications, he 
stressed repeatedly that feather identification 
was one of the poorly-developed fields of 
applied ornithology – especially when com-
pared for instance with flight identification, or 
identification based on calls, nests or eggs. 
The book reviewed here is consistent with the 
vision and approach that should change that. 
It pays attention to the biology of owls as it 
related in all senses to their plumage and its 
functions. The experience gained in the field 
is augmented here by information obtained 
during the author’s close cooperation with 
zoos and other centres of captive breeding. 
This has borne fruit in an extraordinary fusion 
of information on ecology and on the mecha-
nisms underpinning plumage in owls.

Any reading of this book will bring the 
personality of its author to light. I know for a 
fact that he loved to work with feathers, and 
would spend hours in his home lab measur-
ing, weighing and photographing them. But 
he always asked new questions of “how does 
this work?” and was dogged in seeking out 
answers and explanations. At the same time, 
he was exceptionally self-critical whenever his 
own discoveries were concerned. Certainly, he 
was open to the comments of others, and in 
fact sought them out, considering that this en-
riched his knowledge. This critical approach is 
also reflected quite readily in the pages of the 
book, which is sure to prove interesting to the 
experienced researcher as well as the novice. 

The topic at first is introduced by chapters 
devoted to descriptions of owl feathers, as 
well as basic information on them, with at-
tention drawn to the specific features of flight 
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нèя на îñîбåннîñòяõ маõîâûõ ïåрьåâ, 
рулåâûõ è êрîюùèõ. Â ñлåдуюùèõ глаâаõ 
аâòîр ïåрåõîдèò ê îïèñанèю анîмалèé 
ïåрьåâ, èçмåнåнèям, ñâяçаннûм ñ èçнî-
ñîм ïåра, åгî èçмåн÷èâîñòè ñ òî÷êè çрå-
нèя раçмåра è îêраñêè. Иçмåн÷èâîñòь 
îïåрåнèя раññмаòрèâаåòñя на урîâнå 
îòражåнèя îñîбåннîñòåé èндèâèда: åгî 
ïîла èлè âîçраñòа, ÷òî, â ñâîю î÷åрåдь 
ïрîòèâîïîñòаâляåòñя èçмåнåнèям, âû-
çâаннûм фаêòîрамè îêружаюùåé ñрå-
дû. Âñåгда лè ïèгмåнò раñïрåдåляåòñя 
îдèнаêîâî, èлè îн мîжåò èçмåняòьñя ñ 
âîçраñòîм èлè â çаâèñèмîñòè îò õараê-
òåрèñòèê ñрåдû îбèòанèя даннîé ïòèцû? 
И åñòь лè åдèная, ñòрîгî îïрåдåлённая 
мîдåль раçâèòèя îïåрåнèя у ñîâ? Каê 
эòî âлèяåò на èõ ñïîñîбнîñòь дîбûâаòь 
ïèùу? И, â ÷аñòнîñòè, на ÷ём îñнîâûâа-
åòñя èõ бåñшумнûé ïîлёò? Одèнаêîâа лè 
рåаêцèя у ïрåдñòаâèòåлåé раçнûõ âèдîâ? 
Илè, åñлè åñòь раçлè÷èя, на ÷åм îнè îñ-
нîâанû?

Оòâåòû на эòè âîïрîñû îòнюдь нå îднî-
çна÷нû. Нî ïîêаçанî, ÷òî êаждûé âèд 
èмååò îòдåльную èñòîрèю è ïîднèмаåò 
уâлåêаòåльнûå âîïрîñû ïåрåд èññлåдîâа-
òåлямè. 

Àбñîлюòнî òî÷нî, çнанèя, ïрåдñòаâлåн-
нûå â «Ïåрьяõ åâрîïåéñêèõ ñîâ», нå удаñò-
ñя наéòè нè â Google Scholar, нè â другèõ 
нау÷нûõ баçаõ даннûõ. Âûâîдû, ñдåланнûå 
â êнèгå, – эòî êрîïîòлèâая рабîòа аâòîра, 
ïî÷åрïнуòая èç åгî ñîбñòâåннûõ èññлåдî-
âанèé, õîòя è ñ нåêîòîрûмè дîïîлнåнèя-
мè, ñîñòаâлåннûмè åгî даâнèм êîллåгîé è 
другîм дîêòîрîм Збèгнåâîм Кâåцèнñêèм. 
Эòî нå ïрîñòî êнèга для любèòåлåé ïå-
рьåâ, нå ïрîñòî êнèга для любèòåлåé ñîâ, 
нî рабîòа, êîòîрая мîжåò удîâлåòâîрèòь 
ïîòрåбнîñòè èùуùèõ çнанèé îрнèòîлîгîâ 
è эêîлîгîâ. И ïîòîму î÷åнь рåêîмåндуå-
мая!

Кнèга дîñòуïна ïî цåнå 59 Åâрî â èнòåр-
нåò-магаçèнå NHBS48 è ïî цåнå 46 Åâрî â 
èнòåрнåò-магаçèнå media-natur49.

Петр Тряновский (PULS, Познань, Польша)

feathers, tail feathers and coverts. In further 
chapters, the author goes on to describe 
feather anomalies, changes associated with 
wear of feathers or stress, and variability in 
terms of dimensions and colours. Considera-
tion is given to the degree to which this re-
flects variability at the level of the individual, 
or else gender or age, as opposed to being 
dependent on environmental factors. Is pig-
ment always distributed in the same way, or 
can that change with age or the quality of 
the environment in which the given bird is 
living? And is there one, precisely defined, 
model for plumage development in owls? 
How is their capacity to obtain food influ-
enced by this? And, specifically, what is their 
silent flight based on? Do individuals of all 
species react in the same way? Or, if there 
are differences, on what are these based? 

The answers to these questions are by 
no means unequivocal. But each species is 
shown to present a different story, and to 
raise fascinating research questions. Never-
theless, things prove easier to understand 
for a person able to call upon huge knowl-
edge and experience – and both shine out 
from the pages of this book. However, I 
could not help but be left with the impres-
sion that the content of the appendices is of 
the clearest importance here. 

For certain, the knowledge present in Feath-
ers of European Owls is of a kind that neither 
Google Scholar, nor even other scientific da-
tabases, are able to offer. For the findings are 
the author’s own work – gleaned from his 
own research, albeit with certain appendices 
drawn up by his long-term co-worker and 
friend Dr Zbigniew Kwieciński. Thus, this is 
not merely a book for lovers of feathers; not 
merely something for owl-lovers; but rather 
a work that can meet the needs of all open-
minded ornithologists and ecologists. And to 
be much recommended, therefore!

The Book is available in internet-shop 
NHBS (€59)48 and in internet-shop media-
natur (€46)49.

Piotr Tryjanowski (PULS, Poznań, Poland)

48 http://www.nhbs.com/feathers-of-european-owls-book
49 http://media-natur.com/CieslakFeathers-of-European-owls-insights-into-species-ecology-and-identification


