DESCRIPTION OF NOMINATED CLUSTERS (THE GOLDEN MOUNTAINS OF ALTAI)
Altaisky Zapovednik and Buffer Zone around the Teletskoye Lake
1. Name of Territory

Altaisky Zapovednik and buffer zone of the Teletskoye Lake.

2. Geographic definition

Turochak and Ulagan districts, Altai Republic, Russian Federation.

3. Category according to IUCN

Category: la (Strict Nature Reserve), buffer zone category: III (Natural Monument)

4. Official responsibility

Altaisky Zapovednik: Committee for Environmental Protection, Russian Federation.

Buffer zone: Altai Committees for Environmental Protection and Hunting and Fishing.

5. Legal information:

a) Law of the Russian Federation "On Specially Protected Territories",

b) Law of the Russian Federation "On the Animal World",

c) Law of the Russian Federation "On the Protection of the Environment",

d) Decision of the Administration of the Russian Federation "On State Nature Zapovedniks in the Russian Federation",

e) Decision of the Government of the Altai Republic "On the Inclusion of Natural Properties of the Altai Republic in the World Heritage List", signed by Premier Petrov, and the Government Committee on Ecology, September, 1996
f) Decision of the Altai State Parliament "On the Inclusion of Natural Properties of the Altai Republic in the World Heritage List", April, 1997.
g) 1st group laws: The watershed of the Teletskoye is protected by the Forest Codex under first group protection, under the articles for protection of nut-producing zones and watershed protection. This status is awarded by the Federal Forest Service of the Russian Federation and confirmed by the Government of the Altai. In addition, there is a law establishing a special watershed protection zone to 3 kilometres from the shore of Teletskoye Lake.

6. Year of creation

1932

7. Area

Altaisky Zapovednik: 872,000 hectares

Teletskoye Lake Buffer Zone: 93,753 hectares

8. Geographic location (nearest cities and roads, how to get there):

The boundaries of the Altaisky Zapovednik have the following coordinates: 50 degrees 16 minutes 53 seconds - 51 degrees 55 minutes Northern latitude and 87 degrees 21 minutes 45 seconds -89 degrees 52 minutes 35 seconds Eastern longitude.

The nearest cities are Gorno-Altaisk, at a distance of 200 kilometers and Barnaul at 450 kilometres. A partly asphalted highway leads to the village of Artybash on the Northern shore of the Teletskoye Lake from Gorno-Altaisk. There are regular flights to the Artybash.

9. Physical-geographic characteristics

The zapovednik is located in the Eastern part of the Altai, extending 250 kilometres North and South and an average East-West width of 40 kilometres. The territory is typical mountain country with differences in elevation ranging from 434 metres (level of the Teletskoye Lake) to 3504 metres above sea level. Ecosystems include mountain taiga, alpine meadows, glacial zones, high-mountain tundra, and steppe areas. The rivers of the zapovednik belong to the Teletskoye Lake watershed. The Teletskoye is the largest body of fresh water in Southwestern Siberia and Siberia's second largest store of pure water after Lake Baikal (length 78 kilometres, volume 40 cubic kilometres, average depth 174 metres, maximum depth 340 metres). Aside from the Teletskoye, there are 1274 lakes with an overall area of 13,550 hectares not counting the many very small bodies of water.

10. Biological value of the territory (flora, fauna, biological diversity)

The Altaisky Zapovednik is one of one of the most significant nature reserves in Siberia, located at the centre of the Asian continent, and is composed of mountainous taiga, a glacial zone, mountain meadows, and high altitude tundra and steppes. Of the 1425 species that inhabit the Zapovednik, more than 250 of them belong to the Altain-Sayanskan endemic group, 120 species are relic species.

Among species listed in the Red Book of the Russian Federation, there are 24 species of vascular plants, one species of mushroom, two of moss, and three of lichen; there are two mammals included in the Red Book of the IUCN, the snow leopard and the mountain ram "argali", five butterfly species, 10 hymenopterous species and three species of Annelida. Overall, there are 70 species of mammals, 341 species of birds, 19 species offish, 8 reptilian and amphibious species, and more than 9,000 species of invertebrates inhabit the Zapovednik. The Zapovednik contains 1425 species of higher vascular plants, more than 300 species of moss and 600 species of lichen.

11. Management of the territory (including activities in the territory and control over it), budget.

The budget of the Altai Zapovednik derives from the Federal Committee for the Protection of Nature and is currently in a state of flux. The buffer zone along the Teletskoye is overseen by the Federal Forest Service and the Altai Committees for Nature Protection and Hunting and Fishing.

12. Social aspects: economic activities and/or temporary use)

As a strict nature reserve, no economic activities take place within the Altaisky Zapovednik. The only activities allowed in the Zapovednik are ecological research and educational trips. The area of the Teletskoye Lake has excellent potential for tourism, especially camping, hiking, bird watching and other outdoor activities.

As a strict nature reserve, no economic activities take place within the Altaisky Zapovednik. The only activities allowed in the Zapovednik are ecological research and educational trips. The area of the Teletskoye Lake has excellent potential for tourism, especially camping, hiking, bird watching and other outdoor activities.

Katunsky Zapovednik and its Buffer Zone around the Belukha Mountain
1. Name of Territory

Katunsky Zapovednik and buffer zone of Belukha Mountain.

2. Geographic definition

Altai Republic, Russian Federation.

3. Category according to IUCN

Category: la (Strict Nature Reserve). 

Buffer Zone, category: III (Natural monument)

4. Official responsibility

Katunsky Zapovednik: Committee for Environmental Protection, Russian Federation.

Buffer zone: Altai Committee for Environmental Protection, Altai Committee for Hunting and Fishing.

5. Legal information:

a) Law of the Russian Federation "On Specially Protected Territories",

b) Law of the Russian Federation "On the Animal World",

c) Law of the Russian Federation "On the Protection of the Environment",

d) Decision of the Administration of the Russian Federation "On State Zapovedniks in the Russian Federation",

e) Decision of the Government of the Altai Republic "On the Inclusion of Natural Properties of the Altai Republic in the World Heritage List", signed by Premier Petrov, and the Government Committee on Ecology, 1996.
f) Decision of the Altai Parliament "On the Inclusion of Natural Properties of the Altai Republic in the World Heritage List," 1997.
g) 1st group laws: The area of Belukha Mountain is protected by the Forest Codex under first group protection. This status is awarded by the Federal Forest Service of the Russian Federation and confirmed by the Government of the Altai.

h) Decision of the Altai Parliament, of April 1997, approving the Altai Government's decision "On the Inclusion of Natural Properties of the Altai Republic in the World Heritage List".

6. Year of creation

1991
7. Area

Katunsky Zapovednik: 130,000 hectares

Belukha Mountain Buffer Zone: 262,800 hectares. 

Geographic location:

The boundaries of the Katunsky Zapovednik have the following coordinates: 50 degrees 16 minutes 53 seconds - 51 degrees 55 minutes Northern latitude and 87 degrees 21 minutes 45 seconds -89 degrees 52 minutes 35 seconds Eastern longitude.

The nearest cities are Gorno-Altaisk and Barnaul,

9. Physical-geographic characteristics

The zapovednik is located in the southern part of the Altai, bordering China to the south and Kazakhstan to the west. The territory is typical mountain country with significant differences in elevation ranging to 4506 metres (Belukha Mountain) above sea level. Ecosystems include mountain taiga, alpine meadows, glacial zones, high-mountain tundra, and steppe areas. The principal river of the area is the Katun, a swift glacier-fed river.

10. Biological value of the territory (flora, fauna, biological diversity)

The Katunsky Zapovednik contains many important relic and endemic species, as well as numerous species listed in the Red Book of the Russian Federation and the Altai.

11. Management of the territory (including activities in the territory and control over it). Budget.

The budget of the Katunsky Zapovednik derives from the Federal Committee for the Protection of Nature and is currently in a state of flux. The buffer zone along the Teletskoye is overseen by the Federal Forest Service and the Altai Committees for Nature Protection and Hunting and Fishing.

12. Social aspects: economic activities and/or temporary use)

As a strict nature reserve, no economic activities take place within the Katunsky Zapovednik. The only activities allowed in the Zapovednik are ecological research and educational trips. The areas of the Belukha Mountain and the Katun River have great potential for tourism, especially climbing, camping, hiking and rafting.

Ukok Quiet Zone

1. Name of Territory

Ukok Quiet Zone

2. Specific location

Kosh-Agach District, Altai Republic, Russian Federation

3. Category according to IUCN

IV (Wildlife Sanctuary) 

4. Official responsibility

The State Committee for the Protection of the Environment and Natural Resources of the Altai Republic

5. Legal documents

a) Law of the Altai Republic "On Specially Protected Territories and Properties of the Altai Republic";

b) Decision of the Government of the Altai Republic "On the Inclusion of Natural Properties of the Altai Republic in the World Heritage List", signed by Premier Petrov, and the Government Committee on Ecology, of September, 1996;
c) Decision of the Altai Parliament, of April 1997, approving the Altai Government's decision "On the Inclusion of Natural Properties of the Altai Republic in the World Heritage List";

6. Year of creation

1994, by Decision 168 of the Government of the Altai Republic, 18 September 1994.
7. Area

252,904 hectares

8. Geographic location

Located in the Southeastern portion of the republic, 650 kilometres from the capital, Gorno-Altaisk and 150 km from the administrative center Kosh-Agach, with regular buses from Gorno-Aftaisk.

9. Physical-geographic characteristics

The Ukok is located on a high-mountain plateau. The area includes outcroppings of bare rock and areas of glacier, with elevations up to 3,500 metres above sea level. The climate is a harsh continental one with an average temperature of - 8 degrees Celsius. In summer, the air warms up to 35 degrees. A large part of the territory is dominated by hilly, steppe landscapes with marsh, stream and lake areas. The entire area has a uniquely open landscape with pure air and water. Vegetation is predominantly grasses and sedge with several types of aquatic growth including a protected species of medicinal herb

10. Biological value of the territory (flora, fauna, biological diversity)

The area has unique fauna, including 20 animal species that have been included in the Red Book of the Russian Federation. The Altai arkhar-argali, Siberian mountain goat, snow leopard, manul cat, wolf, fox, and many others all live in the Ukok. Bird species are represented by a large number of valuable species.

11. Characteristics of the landscape

On the entire territory of the Ukok, all types of industrial and large-scale economic activity are prohibited, with the exception of traditional pastures. Overland vehicles are prohibited from traveling in the area outside the one road for the border guards that has been recently set aside for their use. Hunting and fishing are prohibited.

The area has only recently been given protection status. Until that time, the grazing and herding of cattle from Mongolia and across to Kazakhstan was a regular practice. This has since been halted and an amelioration of the ecosystem is already evident and is expected to increase dramatically. It is the intention of the responsible government authorities in cooperation with non​governmental organizations or federal bodies to apply for funds to work on a more complete management plan for the area. A first step in this direction has already been taken by working together with the American organization "Ecologically Sustainable Development".

In addition to this, agreements have been reached with the FSB and the border guards to restrain their use of overland vehicles to a single road.

12. Management of the territory (including activities in the territory and control over it)

The area is controlled by the State Committee for the Protection of the Environment and Natural Resources. The Altai Republic Committee for Hunting and Fishing and the Kosh-Agach District Committee for Environmental Protection also have jurisdiction in the area.

13. Social aspects: economic activities and/or temporary use

In summer, parts of the Ukok are used as traditional pastures, while in winter there is no human activity in the area.

14. Cultural and historic value

The area has several burial grounds and other archaeological sites.

15. Management staff and budget

The Kosh-Agach District Committee for Environmental Protection has a staff of five persons that are entrusted with the oversight of the area. Staff is paid from the Russian federal budget and funds for other activities are supplied through the "ecological fund" and are carried out by the Altai Committees for Hunting and Fishing and the State Committees for the protection of the Environment and Natural Resources.

